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Camel Races in Thumrait

|

A whole year passed with our memories abundant with many of
the precious achievements reaped in various fields here in Oman.
The memories of the various great sporting achievements never
departed from our minds. Perhaps, our football team’s first win of
the Nineteenth Gulf Cup, and the Stake-Pick-Up team’s win for
ten different medals in the Second Oman International Champion
are the most significant achievements of last year.

A year as beautiful as the magnificence of this home has dawned.
During this vear, Al-Adiyat city had the honor of the generous
sponsorship of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may God
protect him - in magnificent equestrian scenery of the annual Roy-
al Festival, which affirms clearly the interest of His Majesty in this
traditional sport, and his love for horses and equestrian sports in
general. However, that inspires confidence in the jockeys, those
responsible for this sport, those interested, and horse owners to
strive for development, progress and success.

The generous donations given by His Majesty the Sultan - may
Allah protect him - to the owners of camels and horses through the
organization of local races in the governorates and regions of the
Sultanate remain to be continuous support for the development of
these two sport and the expand of the base of the interested. These
donations are generous in their effect and large in their objectives
which represent a symbol of a country that maintain the identity of
its timeless heritage and which build a present that will continue to
be a symbol of pride to the loyal people of Oman.

With the beginning of this year 2010, Assayel returns to its press
role, as one of the cultural communication channels with the van-
ous classes of the local and foreign community, in order to dis-
seminate the culture of this indigenous people, implant its noble
values, and monitor the different aspects of the cultural and social
movements by paying attention to the Omani heritage and ancient
customs in various governorates and regions, cities and villages,
and land and sea of the Sultanate. The documentary archive of the
magazine has so far collected scientific articles which are of pride
in the areas of heritage, traditional arts, and local tourism. In these
articles, the staff was careful about the purposeful determined se-
lection of the topics covered in previous issues.
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The festival included six races, five of which were allocated for pure Arabian horses and one for thorough-
breds. It also included a variety of programmes and shows staged by male and female riders of the Royal
Cavalry. The first race, Ras Madarka Race, a 1,100-metre run for pure Arabian horses, was dedicated
to women riders. It was won by a mare named Al Sabigah. ridden by Fatimah bint Rashid al Manjiva.
In the 2nd race named Ras al Jinz Race, a 1,600-metre run for pure Arabian horses, a horse
named Mutafani, ridden by Asaad bin Ali al Siyabi of the Royal Cavalry, won first place.
The top three places in the 3rd race, a 1,100-metre run named Ras al Ruwais, were won by Royal Cavalry
riders.

The 4th race, a 1,600-metre run for thoroughbreds named Ras al Dugm, was won by Lavarone, The festival also included a Troika display. mounted bands procession, children’s
owned by Mohammed bin Nasser al Araimi. The 5th race, a 1,600- metre for pure Arabian military parade, skills-at-arms display, archery and a grand children pony race. The
horses named Ras Hasik, was won by a horse named Sabaeh, owned by Humaid bin Sultan al Festival also included parade of disabled children, equestrian skills and a trick riding

_ Mahrougqi. ) display, combined musical shows, trotters and a 26-horse-powered carriage drive (a
e == = ——— = f new record achievement by the Royal Cavalry in terms of the pure Arabian horses

that drag carriages). His Majesty Sultan Qaboos handed over trophies and prizes to

Tough competition marked the last race for His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Cup. The 2,000-metre the top winm:‘.rs uil" the Annual Royal Horse Relcing: cht?val. 'I"hcn the Royal anthem
was played signaling the end of the show, after which His Majesty the Sultan left the

run for pure Arabian horses (Ras al Hadd) was won by a horse named Qadeer of the Royal

Cavalry. The Royal Cavalry horsemen and horsewomen presented a variety of shows, including . Horse Race Club. v,
a military procession of carriages, a musical performance by mounted bands, ‘rescue rides’, a —— R — ’

multiple display of equestrian skills, musical tunes on coaches, horse dances, a vaulting display.
a horse pageant, a traditional equestrian art named Rakdh al Ardha and a popular musical per- [
formance known as Al Zamil.

for: 3 - e




His Ma_]esty Sultan Qaboos

i

jlis Addawla and Majlis Ash’shura, ministers,
advisers, commanders of the Sultan’s Armed
Forces and the Roval Oman Police, members
of the Majlis Addawla and Majlis Ash’shura,
under-secretaries, heads of diplomatic missions
accredited to the Sultanate, senior military and

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos presided over the
annual Royal Horse Racing Festival at Al Adi-
yat racing track in the Wilayat of Seeb on the 4"
of January 2010. The festival was attended by
Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed al Nahyan, Heir
Apparent of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Com-

mander of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Armed Forces, Shaikh Mansoor bin Zayed
al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister

civil officers, lovers of equestrian skills and a
large number of the public. Upon the arrival of
His Majesty the Sultan at the Royal box, the

band played the Royal Anthem marking the be-
ginning of the programme which started with a
welcoming tableau.

of Presidency Affairs, and their delegations.
The festival was also attended by members
of the Royal Family, the chairmen of the Ma-
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H.E. the Chief Guest described the Festival as
Original Traditional Meeting, and also the meeting
of brothers which is embodied by the official
attendance of the Sultanate and UAE participations
of camel owners and sport fans. In his speech he
spoke on the booklet issued by the Organizing
Committee of the Race, which means great concern
to preserve Camel Heritage in the Sultanate and the
encouragement received by HM to continue keeping
the Omani Heritage in all its aspects.

The two days Festival comprised in conducting
Traditional Village and Al Muzainah Competition
for the Pure Best Arabian Camels. The conclusion
came to an end by holding the Annual Race which
contained 9 main rounds allotted by prizes, out of
which 5 were cars in addition to one round for Ardha
¥ Taweela.
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The results of Al Muzainah competition
were as follows:
Jadan Group:

Sambha from the Wilayat of Al Khabourah came
in First place.

Al Thanaya Group:
Magshar from the Wilayat of Saham came in
Second place.

Al Houl Group - The First Round
Buwaida from the Wilayat of Saham came in
First place.

Al Houl Group - The Second Round

Al Amria from the Wilayat of Suwaiq came in
First place.

Al Zamool Group:

Magshar from the Wilayat of Suwaiq came first.

Results of the two rounds of Long Rakhda
for 2 km were as follows:

Al Yada Group - The First Round

Namoos came first from the Wilayat of Jaalan
Bani Bou Ali.

Al Thanaya Group - The Second

Round
Samha came first from the Wilayat of Biddya
owned by Salim Al Ghailani.

At the end of the competition, H.H Sheikh
Ammar Ibn Humaid Al Nuaimi, Heir Apparent
of Ajman of Emirates handed over the prizes to
the winners of the race on behalf of H.H. Sheikh
Humaid Al Nuaimi, Ruler of Ajman.

On the other hand, the ruler of Ajman of Emirates
witnessed conclusion of the 10th Annual Festival
for Pure Arabian Camels with the attendance
of H.H. Sayyed Asad bin Tariq bin Taimour Al

Saeed, H.E. General Ali bin Majid Al Ma mari,

H.E. Sheikh Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Esai
besides number of their Highnesses, Their
Excellencies, the Ministers, Advisors, Sheikhs
and officials from the Sultanate of Oman and

UAE.
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Results of the rounds are as
follows:

The First Round (Al Lagaya):
The first place went to Dama from the Wilayat
of Barka.

The Second Round (Al Lagaya):

Aseel came in first place from the Wilayat of
Royal Cavalry

The Third Round (Yada):
The first place went to Dhabi owned by His

Highness Sayyed Asad bin Tarig Al Said.

The Fourth Round (Jadan):

Al Zafaran came in first place from the Wilayat
of Biddaya.

The Fifth Round (Yada):

The first place went to Abha from the Wilayat

of Biddiya.

The Sixth Round (Thanaya).
Shayba came in first place from the Wilayat of
Jaalan Bani Bou Ali.

The Seventh Round (Al Houl):

The first place went to Kassaba from the RC.

The Eight Round (Thanaya):

Samha from the Wilayat of Rustaq came first.

The Ninth Round (Al Houl):

The first place was grabbed by (Mudeera) from
the Wilayat of Mahoot.

The Tenth Round (Al Ardha Taweela):
The first place went to (Mosaiha) from the
Wilayat of Al Khabourah.
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His Highness Humaid bin Rashid Al Naimi, Member of Supreme Council at UAE and Ruler of
Emirate Ajman presided over the 10" Annual Festival for Pure Arabian Camel which was hefd at
camel racetrack at Saih Al Tayvibat in a middle of wide participation of Camel owners from different
Gavernorate and Regions of the Sultanate. H.E, also opened the Traditional City composed manual
activities and handicrafis and then watched Al Muzainah competition for the best Pure Arabian Camels
which witnessed high competition. He watched the two Long Ardha rounds for 2 km.
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Tent-Pegging competition being organized by Oman Singing arts: The results:

Equestrian Federation in collaboration with Bahla . The singing traditional arts and traditional Thc competition was very tough with close points
Equestrian Society witnessed tough completion. It horse sports are like the two faces of a | and the time period was calculated by the arbitrator
was presided by His Highness Sayyved Mohammed ohin. The singiﬁg ndealhands presented to identify the results. The first place was grabbed
enthusiastically numerous beautiful shows

by female camel Jaddara from the Royal Cavalry
scoring 46 points while the female camel Dahma
: . from Sultan Armed Forces of Oman came second
in the Wilayat of Bahla. Omani women were scoring 46 points. The third place was won by
‘also present and performed women tradition = Marahib from RC scoring 42 points.

arts like Abu Zulaf and others.

bin Thuwaini bin Shihab Al Said with the attendances
of Their 1.-_}.;uc]]+:n:;:tcr~.. h_h:;:tklh-.-.. C itizens of the ‘»T. ilayat < N R A
and large number of fans in addition to tourist and pa

photographing hobbyists. Many horsemen took part
in the completion as well as 41 horsemen from the
Wilayat of Adam for the first time.The competition
included 4 rounds started by Javelin throwing and
Sword Peg rounds. After the arrival of the Chief Guest,
the remaining rounds two-rings, Javelin Throwing,
two-lemons and Sword Peg were completed.

Honouring of winners:
= g i = a. i s ; : ]
At the end of the event, the Chief Guest distributed prizes and crowned the winner of the first place.

Later Oman Equestrian Federation presented a commemorative gift to the office of Wali of Bahla and
other the other one to the Bahla Equestrian on their efforts exerted by them. Also the Chairman of OEF

: . presented a commemorative gift to the Chief Guest.
E G G l N G Big concern:

His Highness Sayyed Mohammed bin Thuwaini Al Saeed stated that he was happy to preside the Tent-
Pegging competition and to witness the completion between the horsemen. He stressed that equestrian

' | sport is viewed by many citizens and today Bahla was honoured to hold it. He emphasized that OEF
is clearly keen to spread numerous equestrian sports in all the parts of the Sultanate, which aims at
: 3 J L A B introducing this sport to society. He congratulated to all of them who contributed to the event for its

SUCCESS,

IADARA & DUHMA AND MARAHIB GRAB THE FIRST PLACES

Warm reception:

The purebred Arabian horses wearing traditional
ornaments were in reception of the Chief Guest at
the moment of his arrival. The purebred Arabian
camels were also present to express the occasion
besides female and male musical singing bands.
They performed special programmes which were
entertained by audiences.

Mohamed Thuwaini.: Great concern to spread Equestrian Sports in different regions of the Sultanate

-

Horse Ardha:

The competition also included a horse march and
purebred Arabian horses Ardha presented by the
Sultan Armed Forces of Oman as well as participation
of a group of horses from neighbouring Wilayats.
The competition was so distinguished where the
horsemen showed some art displays like standing
on horseback and others, which indicated their
capabilities in equestrian sports and horse riding.
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Conclusion of  Show-Jumping
competition (the Big Prize) was
presided over by His Highness
Sayyed Tariq bin Mohamed bin Abbas
Al- Saeed and organized by Oman
Equestrian Federation at Cavalry
Police Unit Racetrack in Al-Watayya.
26 horsemen from different bodies
took part in the competition which
witnessed high challenge. It included
four categories of Beginners, D and
B. At the beginning of the event,
one of the purebred Arabian camel
presented welcoming gesture to the
Chief Guest.

Beginner Category

The first place was obtained by the horse Al Saad
from Royal Cavalry while Hamran from Royal
Cavalry came in the second place. The third
place was won by Mirfat from Royal Cavalry.
Category (D)

In this category, 29 horsemen took part in which
the first place was captured by Dambair from
Sultan Al Touqi Stables. Hircilin from Al Qurum
Equestrian School won the second place. The
third place was for Zumoruda from Al-Saced
Stables.

Category (G)

More than 17 horsemen took part in this category.
The first place was won by Liza from Al Tougqi
Stables while the second place was captured by
Somood from Royal Police Unit. The third place
was for Amonika from Sultan Al Touqi Stables.

Category (B)

5 horsemen took part in this category. Hamood
Al Touqi riding the horse Osian Di Litis from
Sultan Al Touqgi achieved the Championship
title.

International Badges

At the end of the competition, the Chief Guest
awarded International veterinarians in Endurance
race. This move comes as part of strategic plan
adopted by the Federation to qualify number of
arbitrators,doctorsand International veterinarians
in Endurance race. This qualifying round was
held as part of Endurance Race Finals for the
last season 2008/2009. Thus, the Federation
has qualified 9 International arbitrators and 5
veterinarians.

Honouring heroes of the
competition

The Chief Guest honoured the
winners and crowned heroes of
the four categories and then H.H.
Sayyed Loay bin Ghalib Al-Saeed
presented a commemorative gift
to His Highness Sayyed Tarig bin
Mohamed bin Abbas Al- Saeed.




The horse /Z){(/YZ/’_/

for the Roval Cavalry attracts the eves and wins the title of Horse group
Jar the age (4-7) years in Ajman Championship for the Arabian Horse

beauty.

Durar from the Royal Cavalry won in the

competitions of Ajman Championship for

Pure Arabian Horse Beauty. 1t got the first
place and grabbed the championship title in
Horse group for the age (4-7) years. The
championship was distinguished by strong

competition due to the participation of

beautiful horses which have a remarkable
position in World Competition of Arabian

horse beauty.

Lurar

The horse Durar stood proudly with
its beautiful and attractive beauty cap-
turing attention of viewers and partici-
pants in the championship. Durar was
qualified to the final competition after
winning first place by the elimination
of 16 pure Arabian horse participants.
Also eight most beautiful pure Arabian
Horses competed with Durar but Durar
won the championship title.

On the other hand, the Royal Cavalry
attracted the attention of viewers. In
foals group, the third place was won by
the foal Abbar.

Va Z/Wz MG

At the end of the competition, H.H.
Shiekh Abdul Aziz binnHumaid Al
Naeemi handed over the first prize to
Saif bin Ali Al Rawahi, the Chairman of
Royal Cavalry delegation.
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South Al Hail farm for purebred Arabian horses raising erganized its seventh horse auction and was
attended by Sheikh Saeed bin Ahmed Al Shanfari, owner of the farm and the Chairman of OEF as
auction guest of honour. It was also attended by horse fans from different Wilayats of the Sultanate in
addition to number of GCC citizens. The auction included a display of 29 horse ranging from 6 -19
vears old, sold for R.O. 43 Thousand Omani Rials. They are good breed horses some of which being
sold for obstetrics and other to be used in different equestrian activities.

The horse Nisma recorded the highest wvalue
among the displayed horses in auction amounted
R.0.3300/- while the Horse Al Tawoos which was
| year old for R.O 1400/-.

Horse spread

The Chief Guest stated that this auction comes to
encourage spreading of horses in the Sultanate and
minimizing its import from other countries. He
added that he has a good horse lineage and seeks
to spread horses in GCC countrigs. He also said
that there has been a good response on the auction
and noticed that all displayed horses were sold.
He added that he thanked H.M. Sultan Qaboos
for supporting voung horsemen and encouraging
continuously practicing different equestrian
horses. He pointed out that he encouraged local
breeding that may be a guaranteed purebred

Hovse increase

The Chairman of OEF, the guest of honour,
stressed that this auction is an indicative prove for
the success of the farm in local breeding activities.
He added that it is a good thing in the government
to preserve horse lineage inside the Sultanate,
besides, the farm is the first in increasing number
of horses taking part in different Equestrian horses
and not to mention local breeding. He also said
that 29 horses being sold during the auction, which
indicated a true desire expressed by horses’ fans
o possess a pure lineage besides, its fair prices
encouraged people to buy them. He thanked
Sheikh Said bin Ahmed Al Shanfari, the farm's
owner in his continuous support for Equestrian
Sports and his concern towards preserving horse
lineage through local breeding.
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»  Arabian horse lineage for many years without the

™2 need of importing from other countries.
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The Roval Horse Race Club at Royval Court Affairs held the sixth race as part
of race season of local horses at Al Fulaij Racetrack for horse and camel races.
It was presided by H.E. Sheikh Nasr bin Hamood Al Kindi, Head of Financial
Affairs and Supplies at Royal Court Affairs with the attendance of horse race fans
from different regions of the Sultanate.

The First round of 1600 m for Thoroughbred
Arabian horse (Locally bred) which did not win
in the Sultanate earlier.

The first place was captured by Murgam second
(Oman) while the second place won by Meer
(Oman). Tufan Biddiya (Oman) got the third
place and was ridden by Hamood Al Hayjri.

The Second round of 1600 m for
Thoroughbred Arabian horse (Imported) did
not win first five places in the Sultanate.

Saeq from England came in the first place while
the second place was for Al Yassar from France.
Qauntum De Qurwat from France won the third
place

The Third Round of 1200 m for Purebred
horses did not win first and second places.

The first position was obtained by Rashin
Rilashin from USA owned by H.E. Sayved
Shihab bin Harib Al-Saud while Chikto Nation
from USA came in the second place. Lucky
Gloss from USA won the third place.

Wilayat of Barka.

Great Competition rounds of the
8th Race for local horse in the

The Fourth Round of 1200 m for Thoroughbred Arabian horses (Imported) did not win first
place in the Sultanate.

The first place was obtained by Rasim from UAE while B.H. Dilmon from UAE came in the
second place. The third place was won by L.F. Muktareq from UAE.

The Fifth Place of 2000 m for Purebred Arabian horse (Imported)

Salia De Décor from France obtained first place while the second place was won by Lutoius
from France. Ibn Al Ghali from England came in the third place.
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TheSixth Roundof2000m forthoroughbred W NId4

horses (Imported). the winner of the first five JRENSEIRECERIVITTIESENTE () BNV R

places in the Sultanate. owned by Sheikh Qannas Al Ogh and Al
Awwal Al Harith from the Sultanate of Oman

The first place was obtained by Stealer from [EREIIEN RIS IS ETCER IR EETSU T R

USA while Araz Dhahab from UAE came in [SiCiSSyelITe RN T S I Bl E el B T A

the second place. The third place went for EEUINERIIIRGEES VR

Dour Foul de Broug from France.

At the end of the race, H.E. the Chief Guest
The Seventh Round of 2000 m for BUiESERTFARURTIGCEIC ML e |
thoroughbred horses, the winner of the first each round.
and second places in the Sultanate.

The first place was won by John Fishing from
New Zealand while Malahim from Ireland
came in the second place. The third place was
obtained by Ditatous from USA.

The Eight Round of 2000 m for
Thoroughbred  Arabian Horses (Local
production) the winner of the first five positions
in the Sultanate.

The first place was obtained by Al Harith from
the Sultanate of Oman while the second place
was won by Khoula from the Sultanate of
Oman. Suhair from Oman came in the third
place.
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Under the series of agreements and understanding notes that the Omani Equestrian Federation has signed ey Al laall sV gy JU5 bay Lgady 2 galicl] ool Sy SLSLEYI Al [B] 6y Jldl e S gl
and still sigr[ing for this season 2009/2010 with the public and private sector esiahlishn?enls to promote Jroilly 2absd ey il Gy b, Sl G el Ll g ) Sl 1e 22009/2010 JUT ol A
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in order to sponsor the traditional horse sports (Al Ardha). HE Mohammed bin Humood Al-Toby, e SR i e S - S
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ndersecretary o S sente 3 stry whereas the federation was represen its E - :
ry e ministry represented the ministry whereas the fede presented by its L gt o LI s ol o ] Nt ) 1S At 2 g 5 ol

chairman, Mohammed bin Issa Al-Fairuz. All past seasons wiilnessed a great success for the traditional s s aTE A = e S s B i S e S S
horse sports that resulted in the increasing of events and their spread among different governorates and St b e e e S e S el D Sl St

regions of the Sultanate. The sport has been developed without changing its eternal heritage features Ol Gles fadais 4oL g b L_r‘” kel paldl ol S dnl sl b s Ll g;JI el s
where the developing included the tracks which encompass the activities. Modern developed tracks X -iu-*":
have been established which guarantee the safety of jockeys and horses. The understanding note also e e e L C,"—’—’I Lf bl sy g s J LSYL Lu_::- i ol 2l M ol 55500 e Cugnly
has contributed in the improvement of jockeys' clothes and uniting them in addition to uniting saddles Sl 58 sl SUy LUl A l] e i il plad] et L ALY sde L] O] il S 0]
and horse vest. bl g Sl goladl Syl Je dbdl foe 5 G il Sleall s8N 2Ll 5500 o JelSly paladl]
HE Mohammed bin Humood Al-Toby, ministry Undersecretary declared: The continuing of this aly bopas Gl el pe  dlaz, o basghss Lede i) oy A UL 23131 WJUal) bl oy dnns Wl Rl
agreement comes as a result to the success accomplished in the previous period and it also comes under Lt 16_'_:&| Ll JiN1 de sy 2y (2adl) L _u_;__u Sl Sloly Mo o pef 300 ea LSy

the cooperation and integration between the ministry of Tourism and the Omani Equestrian Federation
to protect the Omani historical and cultural inheriting traditions. Equestrian sport is one of the most
everlasting heritage traditions which must be developed and taken care off in line with knowledgeable
enlightenment where our country has a great uniqueness in the traditional horse sport (Al Ardha) which
is very ancient and at present it is very important,

Al-Toby: Equestrian is
the most eternal heritage
monunient in the Sultanate



~ Tnder the name “SAHEEL 57 ,the Omani
Equestrian Federation held a Cultural Art
night whichincluded poetic recitations and horse
paintings Exhibition in the hall of the Ministry
of Education .The Ceremony took place under
the auspices of HE Shaik Dr. Suleiman bin Saud
Aljabri ,Wali of Alburaimi .HE took a tour of
the Exhibition in the beginning of the event .He
and the audience were delighted by the horse
painting works done by artists :Abdullah Alhijri
and Mohammed Alhijri who showed their skills
in drawing a horse with all its specific details.

For the first time Iranian carpets were exhibited
which were made by Alshargiva girls who
are under carpet-making trainings .From such
participations the OEF 1s trying to interpret
HM*s directions to take care of the Omani
women and help them to exhibit their products
to the public .The carpets had verses of the
Holy Quran ,picture of horses and beautiful
designs .Then the poet Abdulazeez Alajmi with
a group of other poets ;Mattar Albiraiki ,Rashid
Alshamsi ,Khalfan Alharthi ,Mohammed
Albadi and Fatma Alka'biya recited some
poems about love of Oman and its leader and
also about horses.

At the end of the ceremony .the prizes were
distributed by HE the Wali .The Chairman of
OEF also presented a horse painting to HE the

7~ Wali.
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Alharthy,
Albiraiky,
Alshamsy, Albady,
Alk‘biya chanting
atl Alburaims?

Saheel celebrales
the fifth evendt.
Carpets & horse
paintings and its
best activities
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PUTTING HORSE TO SLEEP
A group of horsemen showed their great capabilities before the main dice of the Chief Guest in
handling the horse through training and putting to sleep in an interesting way. The event was
concluded by Al Tuhreeb art, thus performing farewell towards their love.
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RECITING POEMS
The people of the Wilayat
expressed their happiness for
constructing a special horse
racetrack called “Ibra Al Ardha
racetrack”™. Oman Equestrian
Federation undertook to prepare
it in order to insure safety on all
horsemen. horses and viewers.
The poet Shaikh Abdullah Al
Maskari recited a poem which
expressed about the event.

COMMEMORATIV .
At the end of the event, the Wali ¢ a ha
OVEr & .commemorative, lﬂ 0 Zaﬂ Al R
Clubfor-Equestrian: ited by OHF
the Chaitinan ef OEF i&resented the sa
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Wali of Ibra stressed that they were happy
to preside this festival as organizing such
traditional festival helps to revive the Omani
original Heritage and preserve it from
extinction. He thanked OEF for being concern
towards traditional horse activities as this sport
is being so distinguished as compared to other
countries concerning with horses. He said
that OEF played a great role in developing Al
Ardha racetrack in the Wilayat of Ibra which
shows concern of OEF in traditional horse
sports. OEF unified the traditional horsemen
dress, horse saddles in addition to unifying
horse waistcoat. He added that he will give
more concern to traditional horse sports in
the Wilayat and encourage its practicing. He
wished success and luck to all.



100 horsemen form plaque of traditional
3 | horse sports in Ibra.

dJlallig aagll algy

The Art plague embodied original Omani

WILAYAT OF IBRA HOSTS heritance and Oman Equestrian Federation

TRADITIONAL HORSE in cooperation with Zad Al Rakib Club for
SPORTS Eque.m'fr_m organized traditional horse sports
competition (Al Ardha) for the season 2009/2011),
under the auspices of H.E Sheikh Ali bin Nasser
Al Mahrougi, Wali of Ibra, with the attendance of

TRADITIONAL ARTS number of members of State Council & Shura in
L et O S ] the region, Chairman of OEF, leaders of military
cavalryunits, Chairmen of Sultanate s Equestrian
clubs, number of horse fans and equestrian
enthusiastic, tourists and  photographing
hobbyists. One hundred horsemen from different ;
Wilayats and regions of the Sultanate took part
. wearing a unified traditional dress.

.

HORSE MARCH

RAKHDH ARDHA
The audience were so much entertained when two
horses holding each other performed some show
movements like standing on horseback. Rakhdh Ardha
% is one of the arts of traditional horse sports the Sultanate
vlachai oAt WG Y- .' is famous for compared to other concerned countries

omanoil G with horses. 2N



dawabadl Azoll Aaswgrall gilead! B eLd
Lgolde B dlals (Jegee) doall A adlaal)
Asals St clogSull Acliy llig wd¥ly pad) ilas
Mﬁwmd—,&&&llhhﬁh;;&:‘ﬂp
pols garaa oo Adlasll cleldl Sus o oM
GELAN e dsgame Ay Judd Slagly Slagany
Sldle e aac aS)ldia ) ABLGYL el S
aalesll Jlas! o dcoos maguaill duglall adsy
o>4s Aalise cudlinly Silsglll Caguw; aBy Judl
Lodlosm b Judl soaud ghy Lgauii 5,Sal
By peleaydl piiEly Ayl lefELS a1 Lgilaaicy
Slaid) Broie ASjlius Lad) Ohag il e
oS il sbonanl] gare S (pe dudyai) ddlasll
slee pMalas Slejaa Al 3l jeeas yayall g
Salail Ler dvpadl Joudt (e sas gaye S e
Slaslly Silgalls sayell J5la @gasS s I ddla)

«Judlg dpangyalls aalazil

nalai3) ralidd) Jobil leiscls

T

il)ﬂmﬂhlﬂﬂlﬁ" XY

,_4.4.1. JaFy okl Jadl el pesil Gl day

e e g L O o W S o et

2B s (e g Olaims (2l 55 Jdkl Cioy ou S pal] dde oy Aol 3,002 O] LS 'Ef S . e ""US 55l I3y Fpaty A0y < iy Olsdie S5
M, ol iy ol | s ot o 025 ol < L

A lo gllplialalide byl iy puwal) Joddl o 3 e ) deonen S W 4SS Rsan ] cxs

] | ) i ) e 1 / : 5iS) olyia diby Sheal kel Lilhy 4 ANl
Addlalaljglagagaadl &y Cl——iahlll Gl Gulud gl ! AL ol 5 Y] e k) o Ll s (o]

Al e Las A Jgaddl fe Clasll Gy ad 6 L8 S : Blol —oley s dll abite— doall dnes o uelS SUaA]

AL e lgdy 6 / Lghaal o2 I Jad G g s A La . sl o R S |

< J..-_v‘)jq.i_-_n

Ay Glas Zmasy plb Jiby obol do plyiny il Aad] ol so dpaims kgl sl 3oLl Cuis WlliS

2t o JU gl s e e sl FESS PORETS S PR il KA all U"‘;-’H Y 1"-9:‘“ a3 '|:H (B8 —i 1_&.1..3..51-

G : \ . i . -hb—l-“ 2 il B ) J sy p9sSay i gl g (s
gi_n_ﬁltgﬂ,—_j.ﬁ%'f !_";‘F-‘- Juddl ¢ M!qﬂiyqﬁﬁls.um "Ei.-“ A aall il U Sl g ag s Aaall A& 000 ally
O dg adl ol s 2Ll gl Lgle Lla g g L Sa A —F 2l o S aged (o b (30 B9 a9 (riua Tded p S—all i g
Ol ioad) gdbg i u gl (3aY  Jsa0 A4S jeall Clabu B cuils i) S Bg o de B all 3a a3y p9—ni LAY g SDa g Lyl
Clgad S it O Sl paad) JUE g LA (e culi oS S PV L S pady g — pyasa S (JALL) (cuas) (slar)

wil 5 eyl J &ads | :‘1J_J:I Py - U:.LAJJ dlac| Ay (a g

s Al )] BN Rk | 3N e oy it o5 WS AR ] oo iy g g L 5 LS el Sl o) & T p—all &lig—aa g 5V 9—a Lgd o3
paan) ga7 daale 3 LI Al « Laglly A5 Lot L)l siar el ppallace olimesll na iz, 6 S
S5 ol S Rt SV o pti a8 il U] 5 ekl 08U 00 Sy il e 0 Laliny . ()l
) el o 3] 4805 dasy




Al d 5 s f Las]  co—

Galgatus
\ A AA

S Bl Ll e i

ug__l,[&_..g_u = s [=7] 'd._.ﬁ}‘_.(.u:t C.’SJ - r
kst st i o Rt

el i i el — Sk ,_..,..,.n_ul

24 A 3E- N e - LTAYIT s AP IR I i —alin WA RIERTY iy
.l\.l.'.:r"" _5_. AAVI-fERE-NN . g, PLLLS L o B 11 ¥ L T} l'.'_' TFRL LT Y
K-l 48500 sl oder | - _1-5-r|~1|:|.|- Eehisrnes g | Fomad & :Id.- i Euiinica £ om bl F-mad I-dn-:l S Tk I -maal udodoropit

wwr sadolinoman.com

aheel

reflects concern and support of the first Oman horse rider

Under the auspices of H.E Shaikh Saif bin Hamiar Al Shuhi, Wali of Nizwa
Oman Equestrian Federation lighted up the 6" candle of cultural art event
(Saheel) at Al Shahba Hall in Nizwa University.

The event comprised of special exhibits
on drawings and horse paintings of plastic
artists groups. In addition to, a number of
students from Scientific College of designing
took part with a group of activities related
to horses. The paintings were drawn using
oil paints, pencils and burning of wood that
featured horse beauty and pride. There was
also a distinguished participation of girls
from Sharqia region who displayed Iranian
carpets besides Sultan of Oman and Armed
forces and a display of number of Arabian
horses. The Armed forces also took part
exhibiting their tools and equipments related
to horse and equestrian activities.

After the opening of the exhibit by the Chief
Guest, he and the attendees toured the premises
and number of distinguished poet recited poems
on horse activities.A visual show was presented
during the evening party on various activities of
Oman Equestrian Federation by Abdul Aziz & Al
Zahra Al Abriyah.

At the end of the events, the Chief Guest honoured
the participants and those who contributed to
bring the event into success. Also, the Chairman
of OEF presented commemorative gifts to Nizwa
University and to the Chief Guest.
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Thumrait Camel Race competition
-‘Mizaynah and Mihalbah’ concluded in
the Wilayat of Thumvrait as part of the 7th
Annual Local Camel Race Festival 2009-
10, under the auspices of HE Sheikh Amir
Bin Salim Kashoub, Wali of Thumrait.

The event is being organized by the Royal
Court Affairs represented by the Royal
Cavalry in its 12™ stage in the Wilayat
of Thumrait in the Dhofar Governorate.

The ceremony was attended by Sheikh Ali
bin Mubarak Al Mukhaini, Director General
of the Royal Cavalry and Chairman of the
festival organizing committee, honourable
members of the State Council, members of
Majlis A’Shura, Sheikhs, dignitaries and
citizens,

Al Mizaynah or Camel Beauty

More than 1,050 camels took part in
the ‘Al Mizaynah® or ‘Camel Beauty’
contest. The competing camels were
categorized into Al Mafarid, Banat Al
Laboon, Al Madharib, Al Yad’a, Al
Thanaya, Al Kibar and Al Jumlah groups.

For Al Mafarid category, camel
Faza’h owned by Musalam Bin
Ahmed Masan from the Wilayat
of Thumrait grabbed first place.

In Banat Al Laboon category, camel
Suwaidah, owned by Sheikh Musalam
Bin Mohammed Masan from the
Wilayat of Thumrait came first.

I n Al Madharib category, camel Biraiq'h
owned by Ahmed Bin Said Masan from
the Wilayat of Maghshan came first.

InAlYad'acategory, camel AlHa’eilah owned by
Sheikh Mubarak Bin Musalam Jidad Al Katheri
from the Wilayat of Thumrait got first place.

In Al Thanaya category, female camel Mujmalah
owned by Sheikh Sa’d Bin Manif Khawar from
the Wilayat of Thumrait came first.

In Al Kibar category, female camel Al Sheikha,
owned by Mubarak Bin Said Al Sha’sha’ie
from the Wilayat Thumrait obtained first place.

For the most beautiful camel group, the camel
owned by Sheikh Sa’ad Bin Manif Khawar
from the Wilayat of Thumrait won the first prize.

The Annual Local Camel Race Festival
kicked off last Saturday with Al Mahlabah or
‘Abundant milk-giving’ contest. About 100
female camels from ‘Al Hizami and non-
Al Hizami’ category took part in the contest.

Three age groups Abkar, Thanu, and Kibar were
allocated for *Al Hizami and non-Al Hizami’
female camels.

Abundant Milk-giving:

In Al Hizami category for ‘Abundant
Milk-giving’, female camel Dakhnah
owned by Sheikh Salim Bin Suhail Masan
from the Wilayat of Thumrait came
first by yielding 17,100 litres of milk.

In Al Thanu Hizami category, for Abundant
milk-giving’, female camel Agqeedah
owned by Said Bin Salim Al Sha’sha’ie
from the Wilayat of Thumrait came
first by yielding 14,800 litres of milk.

In the Al Abkar Hizami, female camel Al
Khayrah owned by Sheikh Mubarak Bin
Salim Jidad from the Wilayat of Thumrait
came first by vielding 11,800 litres of milk.

In non-Al Hizami Fitr category, camel Al
Ya'eishiyahowned by Mahana Bin Mabkhout
Masan from the Wilayvat of Maghshan
came first by yielding 16,500 litres of milk.

In the Al Thanu non-Hizami level, female
camel Dalkhait owned by Sheikh Said Bin
MusalamMasanfromthe Wilayatof Thumrait
came first by yielding 18,400 litres of milk.

In non-Hizami Abkar level, female camel
Mujanaha owned by Mufti Bin Ali Zabanout
from the Wilayat of Al Mazyounah came
first by yielding 12,900 Ilitres of milk.

Festival conclusion:
The final day competition covered 6 rounds
and the results came as follows :

The First round - Jahaeh for 3 km:

Female camel Suraba owned by Said
Al Wahaibi from the Wilayat of Biddiya
obtained first place.

The Second round - Jahaeh for 4 km:
Female camel Sugah owned by Hana Al
Jabri from the Wilayat of Mudaibi got
second place.

The Third round - Lagaya for 4 km:

Female camel Suraba owned by Humaid Al
Mughairi from the Wilayat of Mahoot came
first.

The Fourth round for 5 km:

The first place was obtained by Mayyasa
owned by Sultan Al Jahhafi from the Wilayat
of Mudhaibi.

The Fifth round - Thanya for 6 km:

Female camel Suhula owned by Sulaiman
Al Waheebi from the Wilayat of Beddiya
came first.

The Sixth place - Al Hool for 6 km:

Female camel Bint Sughan owned by Bader
Al Shabibi from the Wilayat of Mudhaibi
came first.
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Alwaty: Agreement Shows Equestrian Care For Equestrian Sport

he Omani Equestrian Federation has assigned a note of understanding with the Omani

Company for Tourism Development (Amran) for the sponsorship of endurance activity for

the season 2009/2010 where Mohammed bin Issa Al-Fairuz, Chairman of OEF represented the
Equestrian and the Amran Company was represented by Wael bin Ahmed Al-Lawaty, CEO of the
company. The note of understanding has come as a starting step for a real partnership between
the equestrian and the company to sponsorship the endurance activities which are taken much
care during this period. Due to this the sport has support and continuous watching in the national
and international aspects. The Omani trainer and jockey have immerged through this sport and

demonstrate his/her skillfulness throughout the sport steps. Wael bin Ahmed Al-Lawaty, CEO of

the Omani Company for Tourism Development (Amran) affirmed that the company has a tendency
to sponsorship most of the sports, social and cultural activities of the youth. This agreement with
Equestrian Federation is the first agreement that have been signed with a sport Federation to
insist the federation to improve the equestrian sports especially the endurance and to promote it
to the best to reach internationally.
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ENDURANCE COMPETITION

WITNESSES A GREAT
ENJOYMENT AND CLOUDY
WEATHER LED THE KRKACE

INTO SUCCESS

he 3* Endurance ride for the secason

2009/2010 being organized by Oman
Equestrian Federation at Endurance Ride
City in the Wilayat of Barka witnesses a
tough competition among the 45 horsemen.
These participants passed the medical test
which was applied before the ride, 20 for 40
km ride and 25 for 80 km ride. The event
was presided over by Wael bin Ahmed
Al Lawati, the CEO of Tourism And Real
Estate Development Company, 18 horses
got qualified for 40 km out of 20 horses
which passed the veterinary test and the
other horses were withdrawn from the ride.
In 80 km distance, out of 25 horses, only
13 horses succeeded to take part in the ride
after they passed medical test. Hamsat Hub
owned by Sayyed Harib bin Hamad Al
Busaidi grabbed the first place recording
5 hours & 37 min time. The second place
was obtained by Turaf owned by Sayyed
Munzir bin Seif Al Busaidi recording 5 hour
& 57 min time. Al Mazyounah owned by Ali
bin Yousef Al Balushi won the third place
recording 6 hours & 24 min time.

Hamsat Hub shone in 80 Km race and 18 horses in 40 km being qualified

"'5":'.-__

semanewnas’

GIRLS TEAM PARTICIPATIONS %
In first initiative unlike its gender, 7 girls out of 8 from Royal Cavalry passed the 40 km. The
ride. aimed at enhancing women roles in sport activities particularly equestrian.

VALUABLE PRIZE

After OEF got sponsorship by Tourism And Real Estate Development Company, the company
increased the prizes after being promised by the Federation at the beginning of the season
through the meeting held with horse owners. The company exerted a lot of efforts by marketing
and investment committee.

HONOURING OF WINNERS
At the end of the ride, the Chief Guest corowned the winner of first place and honoured the
heroes of the competition. In return, the Chairman of OEF presented a commemorative gift to
the Chief Guest.

The CEO of Tourism And Real Estate Development Company stressed that after signing the
agreement with the company in less than a month, it gained the fruits after achieving a success
in this competition by increasing number of participants and prizes, including the female
participation in this sport. He also said that this indicated that horse owners were being aware
about the support by the federation. This proves that the company is confident on the federation
and those who support it. He hoped that the private sector should provide OEF more support
and besides. this event shall increase more number of participants.

A car for the winner of the first place and some valuable

prizes for the other winners.



&

OMAN | 882
BOTANIC | i1,
GARDEN | a35to )i

e bQI”OIDIﬂg TS Tc

oloraJl o plo - S




R NCE, P SYR & O E

paz day il g ALl Giadl Yoo

L6y asladl el L3l b Wl e sl
PN et SULA Uy paliy Jomy digad] J UL
sl e Sl ainy File ioad ol - Ol i 5 I
Walinye 5357 Lol el b 3 5 LI Wi (57
e L?SJ\:?" ] W oy o S Sl e
oo A1 G I Rage i) L) oy gl AR e
RPN N S |

LT[ OO [ SR P PV S L PO | X
sde Ll i Ll pe pabadlly Gl B 5lnld
G pisi g e e £.F ol Bl e il
Ly b b e Bl BSu s ples Sl
o Aemd o plead Lo b o Wl idin 5121 Ll
A oles sl Gl S Akl Jel Lo dl Baud
s A 5 1 gl By a4ty 5y e
gLVl Gl Lkl Lmsl JI Jon ekl 35 o2,
s g N Ll Aomdiyne JUib Jls anlia) Ll
sl plae Jlat JI i OB a0 i Ky
Slall I 335 o3 5,0 Y Ly 20280y 3,00 oL
Bl M Sl 5 B U ] g3 T ALU

e dM RSy Aeda | Jam)
b slas L 8 UL ol aslie. &1 s6L1 4
iyl Bl Gusls Sma Al 2e U 4
e L L3 S Lslisl o Ol OLSs g,

i Jpiadl] cladisy sl 25 id by

Gy iy wdloc rosla

partll g el OLIL MLVl dbd) Sl s
Loye k| L) e gl Ll 5318 oty Joaly L..a.:l
ikl ol Lilasl L5 A ool Tade s
A oelbaly g2l ,.FL:E:_,,I ol el Bl ge
My ey ki o )l padl s s 5
lis & i laall :L...tJJ i3t iy Lasa Lgiils ‘w_'.:}l L
sdlyib b L ) g e 3536 Ll g 2T Sl
Slas o b Bty Aoub Sy F S e s o Y
bliasal wie iy b aiaey JooN SN 55y e Zol)
liazsy LolE ige oy b o Al ] Lt 3 azelyy)
i prars (gl 2IG il gl G ke A a2,
isbaallplaill e Lol dodr 508 L) g e E__,_i ey had
W S S ) e e S s 5,05 ey
bpe B oe il D e Vel S PGS 2
Al pall oy S s WL 355 312040

oaldilg Wl Ugnn
a1 G e sy ) gt ppks sl 23] gz ey
iolasl i )l Lals L ool liodas ,.Sl gl ades lag
o W] e Lals peis d AL SULS LG,
ool e did| Jilie 5 byl Lgzel,; sLA obLAL
Ll s ol e diland e S B 0Lk Ol 2y
ki 3l addl per Aos pe s Sl L e &0l
obin Gk oo Ll olles aay Lndlag Lpniin sl
dicgd .. oolala Al G LB Ll ol Jdis Sl
Bl asd oty A Jpadl 51 el adl Bl el

¢ sl ladi (ol (o
Leace 51 e dolandl Nl L LSS Tus
e | o 5 :'_|_,:l i ou Gl s SIS
o=l B ey el S iy ddey Laad
G e oS5 3 Jl o8 NI Zn el
Gy keSS 3 oy ol ol S
..:.ll_"nf__u Piad] g - o ...........a..-." T s las 'L..,,.nJ
ot haall Ll 587 v (hot ool Pt 5
clyally < Ul 5l o Wil o i Ly i
el B e Ll LGls o ‘_—-"-'I e e Lo zasy
. an e g aa] SV 2
s 355 20l Wl ol JLa 1 Clasy 3 ey
oo Skl B oh desy Y LSl A o pad il
Sl ilopally Al SUL) 55y g 1L

L '..;__-.:.ﬁz_i"i_éjl.:ﬂ_,j:_iu e, g;..u Skl o

1--»5‘ ._‘-'._-"'-1' -f-"_p-“.__,-“ l-u-"—r- o -4-1‘
h.L-14_..L,.,qJ|.,__|VL~J1

n._.sLuIS\.-Jg.-r..d.'l L..-r-! I,JLIJ|H5.!.\...L..A=J|__JL'.._1|J.-|J.1-U‘_,_,_,-
Hm‘: W il e |_,_-_,5'1_,...L-"."' l.LJ_gd.Jn_ﬂ.”
A€ phazlly Jladly il eiizey dally oSl bnks wainy
Jen, 81 dagj ol S A UL G2 ,_15 R
u,_,-'z 3'-—'! I—l._lll-u'..Jlng.]l ‘;._..-1.! in...-_‘,:- "'“51.5""_“ ._,_.J_,...r
Al Bkl el il L el W Jute Y A

e WG LAl ol 6123 Ll G Jll q"
Gl dnisior Jal iy gk 3y LUy Bl Bl
& Wby bl Sl e GDall Ll o lad) Lt
Skl Coval ol Wi pay oAl ddlasy Pl daias
Ll lly Eondly danld Slap Ll g il Solespis AL
JS Lk, ,JI@.-:,m;-euJ L Spal) 3 prla oo
M) 3 S Ui b s o Lt s S
Ll oS gl gl il 4 Gl W) Al L)
Y s g ook s A ol sl

TR

duilos)l Jlaibllg culiluidl ddyan

Ulee wilili) Ubgo Uolsiw ...
assiJl




s
[

Sustainability for survival

Oman Botanic Garden aims to help
conserve the biodiversity of Oman, both
through its own conservation and research
activities and through engaging and
empowering visitors and partners to protect

the environment themselves. As part of

this, the project’s remit include becoming
a model for sustainability in the country
and the region, promoting best practice
with sourcing materials (such as those
found locally or made of recycled or green-
certified material), reducing the energy
used with insulation and efficient practices,
minimising water use and ensuring that no
water leaves site, all of it will be treated
on site and reused for irrigating the plants.
Even during construction, 96% of the
construction waste produced is being
recycled, on site or by local firms. The
garden will be practicing what it preaches
and demonstrating to all, whether large
companies or families or school children,
what they can do to make a difference and
protect our planet.

Continuing the story

The first phase of the botanic garden,
construction of the nursery was completed
in July 2008, with an official launch by His
Excellency Sayyid Ali bin Hamoud Al-
Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of Royal
Court in December 2008. The second
phase is well under way, with construction
of visitor facilities such as the Orientation
Centre, which includes exhibitions, shops
and cafes, the Research Centre with a
seed bank, library, herbarium, auditorium
and offices, and the Field Studies Centre
with  classrooms, laboratories and
accommodation for visiting students. The
evocative heritage village is also being
built, with the workshops and exhibits to
engage and excite the garden’s visitors to
learn more about the plants of Oman

and their importance to the country, its
history and future.

“www.oman-hatanic-garden,org”
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Mow though, a haven is being created to
protect, conserve, leamn, and teach about the
Omani plants and plant culture. The iconic
new Oman Botanic Garden will work to
ensure that the plants and their heritage can
be enjoyed now and for all future generations
to come. This new development has the
ambitious aim to grow and display the entire
flora of the country — so that visitors will be
able to see and discover for themselves all of
Oman’s 1200 plant species. If it succeeds,
the Oman Botanic Garden will be the first
in the world to do so; already the garden’s
nursery houses the largest recorded collection
of Arabian plants in the world.

The garden was initiated by Royal decree in
2006 and is run by the Office for Conservation
ofthe Environment, part of the Diwan of Royal
Court and. it Covering 420ha. the project
will include all the main habitats of Oman
in carefully reconstructed areas. During a
visit, guests of the garden will be transported
through the harsh desert conditions, the salty
Sabkha, the shifting dunes of the sand desert,
the arid gravel desert, to the lush green forests
of the Dhofari mountains, protected from the
high Muscat temperatures inside a series of
climate-controlled ‘biomes’.

Throughout the site, but especially in the
heritage village, visitors will be informed
and entertained by the most innovative
interpretation technologies, with guides,
demonstrations, audio visual and performance
to bring the old stories come to life.

Garden team’s connection

In addition to conserving and cherishing the plants
of Oman, the project is also committed to capacity
building and training the team of 45 young Omanis
working on the garden. Laila Al Harthy, Botanist,
first started at the project in 2006 Laila’s favourite
place to be is out in the field, exploring Oman’s
environment, seeking new species. She says “I
love going out into the field, discovering new
plants and places and meeting the local people 1n
some extremely remote areas”. Laila’s work in
the field is put to good use in the nursery, where
knowledge of the plant’s original environment
can be replicated to promote good growth and
success with germination of seeds. In addition
to proving herself with the scientific work of the
garden, managing the seed bank, recording data
and supervising field collection, she has been
developing her creative side. Laila’s camera
accompanies her into the field to record the beauty
of nature and Oman’s plants in situ.

Protecting the plants

After Laila and the field team have collected the
plant material from the wild — both cuttings and
seeds, the data associated with them are recorded
and it is over to Shadia, the garden’s Plant Health
Supervisor. This difficult task. to ensure the
precious samples are not damaged, starts with an
inspection and cleaning of the seeds, to remove
any discased seeds or parasitic insects. Shadia
monitors the material coming into the garden and
is responsible for implementing strict hospital-
style care — with quarantine, or isolation wards for
the new material, to make sure they don’t bring
any discases in that will affect the rest of the
collection.

Once the seeds are sown and the seedlings start
to grow. she continues checking carefully for
any signs that all is not well, keeping records
of problems and treatments so that the rest of
the team can learn from her results.

The ‘green fingers’ of the horticultural

team
The team of horticultural assistants, many of
whom are from the local village of Al Khoud,

form the first line in care and propagation of

the collection. Recruited by the garden as
high school graduates, they have been trained
up to use the best practices for an efficient
and effective nursery. They work on a range
of jobs, from seed sowing. taking cuttings,
soil preparation, irrigation, repotting, data
recording and care. Laila al Hadabi, from Al
Khoud, and one of the horticultural assistant
team leaders says: “Working within OBG is
a dream come true, I have always wanted to
do something for my home town AL Khoud.
I have a special feeling towards work and
the plants that | grow: caring for plants and
caring for my children is not different to
me, both require attention, love and care! I
feel 1 am one of the lucky people who got
to be a part of the garden’s team n 1ts early
stages, growing with the garden and the plant
collection. When the garden is open | wall
look back and feel

sense of pride for all the hard work and sweat
in the field and know that it was completely
worth it.”” So dedicated is Laila, that one
night she rushed from her home to check on
the effectiveness of the irrigation system.

She continued; I treat the plants in the garden
like my own children, I look after them and |
am scared them when they get sick.”

Native plants rule at Oman Botanic
Garden!

Oman is home to 1,200 plant species. About
79 of these do not exist anywhere else in the
world; they are endemic, adapted to withstand
the harsh climatic conditions here. This
means that the native species are best able to
cope with high temperatures and low water
availability, helping the project to reduce its
water requirements. Eventually Oman Botanic
Garden hopes to be able to sell native Omani
species as ornamentals, which need less water
than the exotic species currently popular, and
are just as beautiful!

So far, the garden has grown over 75,000
plants of over 370 species. The plants have
come from all over the Sultanate, thanks to the
careful searching of the field teams — the seeds
of everything from tiny annuals to the largest
Baobab trees in Salalah are being collected,
including the most rare and vulnerable species.
Even whole plants have occasionally been
taken, with *rescue missions’ carried out with the
Ministry of Transport and Communications to
save some trees threatened by road construction
in Wadi Bani Kharous. These venerable trees
have now settled into their new home at the
nursery.
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Something is growing in the desert of

Muscat

The origin of the botanic garden was in education and leaming, the earliest botanic gardens, of the
University of Padua in ltaly and Chelsea Physic Garden in London were created for medical students
to learn about the ways plants could be used for healing and treatment of their patients. Since then,
they have become repositories of the world’s plant diversity, centers for learning, research and study,
and, most importantly in our current challenging times, conservation and protection. This rich tradition
is now being followed with the establishment of a new botanic garden for Oman, just outside Muscat.

In the beginning

Oman’s plants have attracted healers, crafis
people, explorers and botanists for over 5000
years. The country is home to over 1,200 species
of plants, with 79 species found nowhere else in
the world. These plants have been used by the
Omani people for thousands of years, for food,
shelter, medicine, animal fodder, dye, cosmetics
and, of course, perfume. The importance of
these plants to people is reflected in the stories
and traditions related to them.

Unfortunately, 20% of Oman’s plants are
threatened with environmental issues such
as over-grazing, development and habitat

destruction. Alien species, plants that come
from other countries that have been imported
either intentionally or accidently by humans,
also threaten Oman’s flora by competing with
them for light, water, and forcing them out of
their natural habitats.
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was the Cross country competition began after
the end of the jumping competition and after
both the horse and the horseman took a rest and -
relaxed. The cross country competition takes
place in a track that is 2500 meters long. Along
the track, there are 18 barriers and natural
obstacles such as trunks of palm trees, grass
and other natural barriers which range from
80 ¢cm to | m in height. The horseman tries to
cross all these obstacles and arrive to the end of
the path in shorter time. All the riders tried to
traverse the path and race with time, but nine

riders succeeded in reaching the finish line.

Classification
After the three competitions, the Jury collected the points
of the contestants in order to reach the final result and the

general classification. The *Bisat Alreeh™ whose rider was
Abdullah bin Salim Al Habsi from the Mounted Police Unit
grabbed the first best place with all merit and deservedness,
and the “Zumoroda” whose rider was H.H Sayyid Ali bin
Ghalib Al Said from Al Said Stables took the second best
rank, while “Anisa” whose jockey was Omar bin Salim Al
Habsi from Mounted Police Unit won the third best place.

Awards

At the end of the competition, Adham bin Saleh bin Said
Al Maskari, Head of the Eventing Equestrian Committee
crowned the champions and honored the participating
jockeys to motivate and encourage them to continue the
practice of this interesting sport.

% Translated by Issa Al Saqri
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In an event of utmost beauty and splendor that combined fun

and excitement, Oman Equestrian Federation organized the

first eventing horsemanship competition of the season 2009 /

2010 in Al-Rahba Farm in Barka. The competition was launched at

nine o'clock sharp in the morning. It included three equestrian sports

which are horse discipline or taming (dressage), barriers jumping and

country crossing. The participating jockeys performed all of these sports

on the same horse. Then the results of the three contests were calculated 1o

reach the general classification of the competition. The total number of the
participating horses was ten; eight of them belonged to the Mounted Police

Unit while the other two belonged to Al Said Stables.

Horse Discipline

As usual, the event started with the horse discipline competition. Participants

could make the required movements when they dealt with their horses that

implemented all orders with great merit and skill.
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Every visitor can see the impact of the
terrible movements that happened to the
crust eight million years ago. The oceanic
plate over the ground plate in the Gulf was
pushed causing the formation of multi-
coloured mountains, sediments belonging

to the Tertiary Age, and red spots of

Alacrity rocks that are rich with raw iron
materials and covered by marine deposits
of limestone. Almost the same scene can be
seen in Muscat along the roadsides of the
street leading to Qantab which overlooks
the Al Bustan Palace Hotel and the entire
surrounding mountains. You can also see
the mud carved terraces formed by the sea
in a deceptive manner which creates shapes
similar to the shape of humans and animals.
Shadows play a role in making you perceive
other shapes. At the slopes of the narrow
valleys some palm trees or acacias grow
which look like umbrellas. These trees
extend their roots into the underground
water. This place is a heavenly spot which
attracts successive streams of local and
foreign visitors who likes to spend their
weekends on an island. There are several
villages in the island like Hilf, Aldaviat,
Dwah, Shakaf, Um Alrsis, Alsafeek, Lamag,
Alhatem, and some springs such as Alkatra

~and Wadi Balad,

©

A Historical Overview of Masirah

Masirah Island boasts a great historical interest and many
important events that took place in the Omani history. It
was the crossing bridge which brought the region into
contact with many countries bordering the Arabian Sea
and the Indian Ocean and other countries extending
beyond the ocean. The 1sland has been blessed with a lot
of distinctive features that can rarely be found elsewhere.
Throughout history, the island was given many different
names, some of which are Damuj, Damasira, Makajrh,
Sera, Masserer, Marsaria, Machiz, Organon, Seraon, and
Serapis. However, the most popular name for Masirah

Island was Secrapis bec:

when he came to the island with his fleets and armies and
chose it as a base from which he launched raids against
Persia and other areas. Masirah served as a station for
ships that parked at its shores for the supply of water.
Several stories tell why the island was given its current
name “Masirah™, One of the stories claim that the name
is derived from the word “*Masi:r” which means human
destiny in Arabic. In historic old books it is mentioned
that, ancient pcople thought that the island is a dwelling
for witches and elves, and so whoever would go there,
his destiny would be doomed to everlasting loss and
oblivion. But the more logical possibility is that the
name comes from the Arabic word “Sira” which means
an elevated land in the middle of the sea.

Greek King’s (Adveas) tomb which is found on Masirah
indicates the great importance of the island in the past.
It also boasts a distinguished geographical position amid
the ancient sea roads. It is likely that Masirah was once a
center of trade between the East and Portugal especially
when Gewa became the capital of Portugal in the East.
Trade in the East continued to be safe for almost a
century before Hormuz took control of the Gulf region
at that time. Whenever Historical monuments come to
mind, one remembers at once that the island is a place
through which big storms and hurricanes made their w:

in. In addition, a hurricane fell on the island in 1977 and

sed almost everything. Nevertheless, this does not

mean that the climate of the island 1s not nice. It 1s rather
wonderful both in summer and winter, especially one

can enjoy the wonderful beaches of golden sand.

Rich beaches

Masirah’s beaches are one of the touristic attractions
as it gives the visitor a great opportunity to see the
tortoises breeding in their natural environment.
Moreover, the island is endowed with a number of
water springs, the most important of which is Al-
(Qatara and some others near Al-Hulm Mountain
in the South of the island. There are no Falajes,
but there are some Ancient monuments such as
the two fortresses of Marsis and Divia, and an
Archaeological Graveyard dating back to 3000
B.C. There is also a mountain range in the center of

the island which stands as its spine.
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heard a lot about the charm and beauty of

Masirah Island which is concealed beyond the
sea in the eastern south of the Sultanate and its
size as one of the largest populated islands. | was
always keen to visit it and enjoy its wonderful
weather, lie on its smooth beach, delight my eyes
with the scenes of the species, the gulls flying

overhead or plunging headlong to catch fish, and

the green tortoises that represents the island's
historical unique feature. A voyage to this island
may seem difficult, but the one who tries to travel
there will find that it is very easy especially in
this prosperous era where all the services give
. guarantee and provide decent lives for the Omani

]xlan,d Tllr‘nuwimut Ilhmly

I visited Masirah Island with my friends Said and Zahir. We set out for our journey from Willayat

Ibra at 6:30 am, and passed by Willayat Mudhabi and then Willayat Mahout before we arrived at the

Maritime Port of Shana to find Cruiser (Farida) anchoring at the time of our arrival as if it was sent

particularly to the three of us. We arrived at 9:30 am sharp after sailing for 35 km distance spending

three hours. We embarked on the cruiser, shipped our car and started the excitement and thrll of

a cruise that took one hour and a half hour and made us experience a sense of freedom. We took

a driving tour to all the areas of the island and felt the fresh air breath. The climate in the island is

22

moderate as it ranges from 17 during day anc

About the Island

Masirah Island looks geographically like an oyster
shell which is 60 km in length and 18 km in width. It
abounds with unique features such as scarce seashells
like the action eloisea shells, amazing coral rocks, and
logger headed turtles which breed in Masirah more
than anywhere else in the world. Masirah Island is in

AlShargiya Region Willayat which has a population of

around 10 thousand people who are living mainly on
fishing, in addition to the traditional simple industries
such as making fishing nets which is one of the
richest catchment areas in the Sultanate. Some of the
inhabitants of the island practice Agriculture. Among
the most common Agricultural products in this Willayat
are date palms, mangoes, and pomegranates. Texture
industry in this island which shows women’s creativity
is one of the crucial Traditional Handicrafts. In the past,
Masirah Island was famous in ship construction; an
industry that has recently disappeared from the island,
Recently, it witnessed a number of developments such
as the construction of residential units, a hospital, a
desalination plant, and other public facilities.

22 at mght.

Masirah is a Magical Beauty
Tourists can spend their weekends or few
days to enjoy the beauty and charm of this
island. Nevertheless, camping remains to be
the favourite activity to unravel the secrets
of the islands and to enjoy its attractive
beauty. There is a road going through the
coast of the island and twisting around the
majestic white coral beaches with the black
rocks where the colour of the sea looks like
the colour of the agate or turquoise or blue
lakes. Moreover, the internal beauty of the
island is rich of surprises. For instance, there
are secret passageways which lead through
Ruwais rocky wadis to the middle of the
island or to the middle of the mountains
located in the southern part of island (Al-
Shiha Mount). These mountains tell us
about the geographical nature of Oman and
Masirah Island which includes both the
marine and the mountainous natures.
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7) (Al Ghasos), sticks of strong Paskail tree,
it is made of 10 Ghasos which are fitted (5 on
each side). The main task of Ghasos is to balance
Al Shasha in sea water and to prevent it from over
turning while sailing,

#) Al boha (the cork that is cut and filled inside the
boat above base) is made inside the level of the
boat with the cover on (mentioned in step 5).

upper part of the boat and to surround it by palm
branches. This part is called (Al Mazar) and then
making of the upper difan.

10) Before finishing the work, Al Qafia is

constructed which 1s fixing of the twar‘.hranches in
parallel shape in each Difan; one is ir
and-the other is outside between: Mﬁhnms. Thn.;-f -
are tied properly by rope or thread as per the volume |
of the boat.

: e
S 1 #. 0

N

11) The last step in constructing of Al Shasha is
fitting of (Al Ataf), it is five sticks of Paskail tree.
Its main task is holding the boat against shaking
and decomposition.
12) Al Zaffar is fitted, the setting place and
number of leaves are pressed and stitched by
ropes or threads and fixed in the middle of the
boats and its sides.
" 13) Al Shasha is left for three days under the sun
' to dry and later its ropes are pulled together or
stitched again.
14) Al Dakil and Biwar (Al Dakil's threads), oars
of Shasha. sail and Angara (Bawra) are fitted.

E 9) Fitting of five new (on each side) to complete the
—

e

Sails are made as follows: W
Al Sana is fitted at the front edge by Sail’s cloth,
it is of two pieces of parallel wood put together
till sail dangles down'by wclght and their parts
are pulled by ropes.

Source: the Book of Omani handicraft — documentary
study, Sultanate of Oman- 2009
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History

3 ; o 4 y ' Since a long time, Oman has been using palm branches
Al Shasha is one of the Omani Traditional fishing boat. Previously it was used as ince a long time, Oman has been using palm branc

a small boat known as “Hori". They are made of dry palm branches and their
numbers differ according to Al Shasha s volume.

and small water cane boats as a means of transport for

fishing and other traditional transport methe like

Omani S 4. This can be proved by Shasha and the

latest developed boats. Earlier they were using wood

Definition of profession
The 10 feet Shasha are mainly used on the coasts of Al Batinah Region. Their bottom is
covered by fibers and palm barks and some of their parts contain Nabk's wood.

to make boats. The parts of the boal was m

such a way that they were |
boats and then pulled with ropes and threads of palm
are che
ay that the 0 hole inside

the boats for water leakage,

Production stages:
Making of Shasha in different stages are as follows:

1) Dry palm branches (usually 80) are brought and
leaves are removed from them and soaked in water from
2 to 3 days till it softens to pierce them easily by awl.
Then the leaves are removed from branches by a special
scissor or sharp knife.

2) Two branches are pressed to make “Al Qa’ah”, it is
the Al Shasha base. Pressing process is made in such a
way that the base is leveled in the middle and sharpened
on both the sides. Later, equal holes are made in each
branch to put a strong nylon thread in these holes for
stitching. By using iron, the thread and branches are
pressed in such a way that the broad part is on the top
and the thin part is inside which is called “Qatala”.

3) After the base is made, Shalameen 15 fixed and a
group of polygon

(from Baskail tree wood) are fixed in cross shape inside
base textile

(in opposite way). Shalameen keeps shasha
balanced and pulls it up and down. In the same
manner it protects against damage and decomposition.
The threads in each Shalameen are pulled to tie the base
cover and to pull them together.

4) The base is fixed on broad board. The chest (front
side) and Tafar

(back side) is supported by pieces of wood till it forms
the perfect bends and the base is left to dry.

5) At the time of leaving the base to dry, the cover (the
middle part) is made inside the Shasha where mast and
oars appear from it (Dalgan).

6) Constructing of Al Shasha is started by making of
(Dafafeen), which forms back of the boat. NMumber
of branches are connected together to meet the chest
and tafar so that boar body rises up on both sides in a r;"\.
streamlined way.
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o Do any of your students come to your
school out of the Wilayat of Ibra?

dallg a;la o adisll a alg

| Sluan ama, b

Thereareanumber it olse i
of students from 7 S e EEERSE WY S et o 1 ol
neighboring F g
Wilavats like a2
[ & AV T T T TSR Tl 6000 male and female students were Tf r"ﬂ]'tluy-:m-1 ‘xji P -
IR TR R T TE benefited from my teaching. -.'\-Im;t':i-ill]‘;i - and il g -’: - ' d
stages for a student to manage even Al Dhakilya > A | [P
reading the Holy Quran? 5 Hﬁ?‘. many Stll‘denfﬁ regions, who ol Azl ok vl
Some students require few months are thd}'l“g with you in the come to me, but i __1
while others may take long time [ESISITIINE I excuse myself 4 f

up to 3 years or maybe more till he
finishes the Holy Book depending
on number of elements such as age
of student and mental capabilities
besides desire of learning.

0o How did you start your

way of education in the
Wilayat of Ibra?

The Wilayvat of Ibra was my last
station in learmning and teaching

Number of students who are
studving in my class are 100 who are

distributed in all five stages.

o Do youteach the Holy Quran
to low learning children?

Yes, | have taught 20 female students
of Saih Al Afia School for two days a
week (Saturday and Sunday) for two
hours in a day starting from 8 am till

from teaching
them because of
long distance and
being late to the
cl But I teach
them m summer

holidays in a

condition that they must come on time.

> How much fee do you charge your
students for completing the teaching of

-

gall  glall 2=

V o, [+ SO E = ) |_"_|

BN PP | B PP PR T .__JJ:. _\_l;n .

R T ey |0 am. Teaching such group comes

Wilayat of Wadi Bani Khalid, I taught SSRGS the plan implemented by

the Holy Quran? tole wllls Jslg socined] Lbiuba i ayui] allg
the Directorate General of Education : :

the Holy Quran in the Wilayats of e _ : It is a very small amount that T get from them in L s e _ AN e s oS
R I AR T e of South Shargia to remove the comparison to the benefits he gets from learning the F L - gl e e : o i
T R R P R R DICTl ' cakness from the students during a Holy Quran. N S e I 3
villages and preferred to teach the |[RCEINIEINEREEEVRRIER TR ;
students at my home in Al Hazim. teaching some housewives. o Your last message for Society and every - GLIE b il 2he Kl i s
student? Sk tand o S AT A s T e il g et Lt

U DS ELVRTTE R EATSYUIE © Now that you have three I wish all the parents and guardians to motivate . ST T - I ) A T
spent on teaching the Holy groups forteaching; Children, their children to read and learn the Holy Quran — )
Quran? School students and Women because in our Muslim religion there are many i

- L - - - = - — = e - e s

i I 3 B ot A benefits of reading Holy Quran for the present life :

e e Ll Which group do you think s AR e R s Gndall vy o83

teaching the Holy Quran in the
Wilavat of Ibra only and some vear:
in Jaalan Bani and Wilayat of Wadi
Bam Khalid.

How many students were
benefited from your teaching
and finished reading the Holy
Quran?

In fact, I cannot give you an accurate
number but approximately more than

you face a problem with?

All groups are tiring and require
efforts. | not only teach them the
Holy Quran but I do my level best
to educate them to develop good
personality and character. | face little
difficulty with women’s group due to
their age and low learning capacity
also because they are always busy in
their domestic affairs with house and
children.

e | R

and the Hereafter. The prophet Mohammed (PBUH)

advised people to learn the Holy Quran and be was

committed to its education.
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The

The teacher, Habiba Al
Hasniva says the Holy
Book of Quran took the
responsibility  to  preserve
Arabic Language as well as
God.

Since a long time, the
Education in Islamic
countries and cities was
limited to Quranic education
due to non existence of
school. People did not
give up learning Quranic
education because it is a
source of various sciences
and foundation of Arabic
language. Muslims taught
their  children  number
of wvaluable grammar in
order to master reading of
Quran properly through Al
MNawraniya and Al Malakiva
grammar, which were
taught to children in early
ages. Assayel approached
these grammars and their
importance  in  Quranic
education by meeting the
teacher Habiba Al Hasniya.
She taught Quran for more
than half century to bring
up a generation equipped
with knowledge by teaching
Quran. There are a lot of
male and female students
graduated under her. Assayel
was acquainted with the
methods of teaching Quran
and interviewed her.

)

teacher

o Firstly, tell us about yourself and your life?
My name is Habiba bin Salim bin Khalfan Al Hasniya, | am 70 years old

married woman. [ live in Al Hazim village in the Wilayat of lbra and 1
have a son named Rashid bin Rashid bin Saced Al Musalhi.

o Tell us about your start in Quran education and who
taught you Al Baghdadia grammar which you use today

in teaching your students?
After my father
died, my uncle
taught my yvounger
sister and myself
fundamentals  of
the Holy Quran
and | was 6 years at
that time. We were
able to complete
reading the Holy
Book when | was
12 years old and
my sister 10 years
old. We started
teaching Quran
for those who are interested in the Wilayat independently. Afiter [ got
married, | moved to the Wilayat of Wadi Bani Khalid.

o What is your method of teaching the students?

The method of teaching the Holy Book is very simple, when a student
comes to the class, I give him one paper of the Holy Book to apply all the
learning methods. Gradually, he starts learning and [ start teaching him
the letters. After he manages them, I give him lessons in vowelization
and nunnation which is the second stage. The third stage is called
Syntax. This process is considered the most important step in teaching
like combining the letters together. In the fourth step, the student gets
acquainted with combining letters of Quranic words and spellings with
proper vowelization. When the student is able to pass all the four stages,
the final stage comes which is reading of the Holy Quran from the first
chapter till the last chapter.

TEACHING OF THE HOLY QURAN HAS MANY
BENEFITS; IT RESTORES SERENITY AND TREATS

MANY DISEASES.
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Oman throughout ages
The second section tells about
the geology of Oman through-
out the time through the existing
fossils. This section was dedi-
cated by BDO on the blessed
reign of the 25th glorious day.
Many shows of wvarious types
of fossils were presented in this
section among which a petrified
pine tree which was more than
600 million years old was the
oldest fossil that was discovered
in the Wilayat of Hayma.

The study points out that the
Sultanate was located at the
southern pole 600 million years
ago and later was moved before
300 million vears. The visitor
to the museum finds many spe-
cial comners of different ancient
Ages such as (245 to 800) mil-
lion years “The Triple Age”,
(65 to 145) million years “The
Jawarsi Age” and another cor-
ner for Modern Age.

€5, 981 als
WHAT IS A FOSSIL?

The Museum location

The Oman Natural History Museum is
a natural history museum, located at the
Ministry of Heritage and Culture Com-
plex, Al Khuwair, opposite to Zawawi
Mosque in Muscat in the Sultanate of
Oman.

7

Whale Room

The fourth section was allocated for Whale room. More than 23 kinds of whales were discovered
in the Sultanate. The first whale was discovered in the Sultanate in the Wilayat of Barka in Al Ba-
tinah region in 1989, it is a kind of ambergris whale. This section covers a full whale skeleton in
addition to other sea creatures like Dolphins. There are also some special recordings for such ani-
mals. While touring the museum, the visitor witness number of things like coastal, rainy, planted,
inhabited and immigrated birds. In addition, the visitor can view a colorful radiant display of sea
and corals in addition to, types of whales and porpoise, which live in Sultanate’s seawaters. The
visitor can listen to an explanation about these creatures, their behaviors and their sounds.




I'he Museum has detailed coverage of Oman's flora and fauna - with displays of indigenous mammals.

‘ JM-H 2l g (5 pastl JaS L

& ..'i-_*_l —

P motall 800 Million Years
MJ%:H_'.“Z“ 4 G ey ~“+" to 245 Million Years ago
i R e | PRECAMBRIAN TO PERMIAN

HATURAL HISTORY MUSELIM

Aim of the museum

Oman Natural History Mu-
seum, which was opened
on 30th of Dee. 1985, aims
to display some natural
wonders enriched by the
Sultanate. [t encourages
Ty O 2 relieves ' 118 tourism and introduces to
The museum is Wmﬁ‘._ ( P@ﬂr hﬂ&‘ﬂ specialty. The first part in- 1 L  tourists, index environmen-
cludes Oman diverse reli mers are displayed for governorates, / ~tal diversity and provides
regions and Wilayats, Every merhas its special features covering Musandam Gover- ar database on Oman’s envi-
norate, Oman south mountains, Al Batinah plains, Al Dakhilya , Dhofar Governorate and _ ; ronment for current and fu-
different Omani islands. - _ ture studies. In addition to,
' ' a central display that fea-
tures Sultanate's progress
in environmental diversity
and the most vital national
strategies planned for pre-
serving natural wealth.
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Horror

When we asked Al-Hakamani about his experience
with sailing and the horrors of the sea, he replied
by saying a proverb “The sea needs a black liver”
which indicated the difficulty of sailing due to the
climate conditions. There were times when they

were about to lose their lives but God Almighty

ailay
a4 Glasi S i .n.-l....: Sbks sadls l-‘-.I el W S5
RS = ululg.’.!-u .a.n-|, dale diay by deliall el
‘-‘1,5“-‘] z..a.i'; Gl A am o5 3";“‘-“ S | LR -
S Ll IS el ciiy anls 3i e b
astl o o) Bdabadl aal Qb Lesze piidl b s
(Vo) spme Salanm¥ oy dnied] b e cgan Jons ol
o L 5 U emeats wgm Aol il Gl Ol
il azl e a1 O AR Wialy ol
dupe
g 58 ) (il 550 335 Jamy Sl conel
Moy 9,55 By 4 e U5 dlas ol ol ke
Sdeaill Jee plgs 58515 bapeze ool B I S
Jadn il
e bl oane b L SlSed) cdid aall Ao s
bl LeSile Ll D! 5oLy gy 1 amead] dases
mabs G A Bl Sollhazs <1 2) dEs)) (auad] e,
i slayly peMaly Ll dee 533 siadl Bl L
Lis 1 5l o Sl sk dbly 4y sies ol
G s iy oy e JI 50l ey (W5e)
Slael 3 sl J* e 2 e Bl Jooy IS
28 A @hiad] paias (sSLD) Bl S g5
oA el I s 550 auid 2 U] el
e Gl 5ae oy o Al wladl s [ sesdes
sl N sssally el e Znid) 3] S piliadl
WS e e ar il wila; v e SLST W sy

CER | PR EY 1 | PS5 4 S | I L[

saved them. Sl il il mlally Cidond | WlandlS LojY Solblzaly 0 R P | S N ] O P o e
leﬁbﬁm@wlgﬂ}' .,.n.h.-l_..;'.s' 35101 a.-,:JLn. il ...-._...“’x--hL..- Jead! 5
Knowledge: Ay CALD L oMl dodly wie ks S A e

The Captain told us that he was the only one who
is in charge on the ship to take any final decision
regarding sailing. He added that the Captain has to be

a knowledgeable person who is aware of astronomy,

stars, signs on the coasts, equipment on the ship and

how to use them. Also, he said that he has to be of

strong personality in order to be in command of the

sailors on the vessel.

Trade Exchange:

J.J»-;JI Ol ey Gaasy 1S Bl SLSE LA,
- & tl _‘_i_,_q 1_....!.4.4.] l-i-‘j#ﬂj_j .-bll.i-.-1 wa'l L O phey
...n:'-l'__ a.__.J_“_g e e Lu.l__q.b.ld.l_g Juluhll_, __;I_L_ﬂu.”_,

Ul dilie

ilay el 16l8 Leaie W samn Sasall Sausd,
StV Blal gk JI i) Bl cady i
1_:_...E...._H LL_....J - LQ'._J.E- a._.l*_;Lt.".LI_g -A.-_\_,..i.” E:__q.u-l l_;,‘_"LI.UIa.Lh.u
o .:_'__.i__ﬁ ;..rL_ G gl ‘_.;_L:H asm ol sl day galeay
Sl L) )l Sl S Andadl onbio el

In our conversation with the Captain Al-Hakamani we realized that the old moorage of Al-Khabourah,

close to Al-Khabourah Castle, was an active commercial place whereby a lot of trade exchanging

happened between the merchants. For instance, the trader Al-Ajmi, known as (Haji Hyder), loaded

his ship with lemon, dates. honey and Omani oil (ghee), then he exchanged these with rice coffee and

cardamom.
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God, we start with your name,
God, we love our Prophet,

Gad, grant us your peace and mercy.

With these compassionate religious words recited
by Captain Saeed Bin Hareb bin Rashid Al-
Hakmani who took us back to the olden days of
excitement, patience, and hope. He started to
narrate his experience of being a Captain who
had been always on various Vessels namely, Al
Buden, A-Sanbouk and Al-Galboot. He recalled

his past that was loaded with memorable events,

beautiful moments, and warm dreams.

His outset:

Captain Saeed told us that his story began when his
father was making small Vessels. He liked that job
and he started to dream of sailing and becoming a
Captain. His dream came true after working very
hard for many long years. He did his first voyage
when his father was asked by a merchant to let
his son Saeed who was 10 years old to participate
and get involved in their work on the Vessel. His
father agreed to do so and he started to give his
son some lessons on sailing and safety and in this
way he also showed his fatherly feelings and his
warm-hearted attitude towards him.

Emergence:

Al Hakamani was impressed by the work of being
the Captain. He was always keen and observing
in his work. In the aftermath of many journeys.
Al Hakamani became skilled and had a good
command of being a Captain.

Translated by Rugaiya Al

Hyder, the Trader

He became a Captain when a merchant named Hyder
Bin Mohammad Al-Ajmi asked Al-Hakamani to steer
his Vessel. In addition, Al-Ajmi trusted Saeed and gave
him the right to purchase the requirements of the trade
carried out by the Captain. Now, the new Captain went on
doing his job faithfully and the trust between him and Al-
Ajmi grew stronger. He was trading from Al-Khabourah
to Muscat and also Al-Khabourah to Sur, Shinas, Kasab
and Khor Fakkan. He was carrying messages from the
merchant Hyder to the other traders in the market (sugs).
However, these messages and documents contained the
goods the merchant needed. The Captain handed over
these messages to the other traders in order to provide him
with the required goods. Later he had to check the goods
before the departure and heading towards Al-Khabourah.

Equipping/ preparing the ship:

Al-Hakamani told us about his journey and the basic
necessities required for it. They have to provide food on
the board such as dried or salted fish, dates, and also wood

which they used for cooking.

Sailing Songs:
Al-Hakmani said that the sailors sing joyously with one
voice and one heart some particular songs during their

travels. Such songs give them pleasure and enthusiasm.

Vessel Maintenance:

The Captain said that while fixing their ships, the Captain
would go to the farms to bring strong cabers that are
well known for repairing the vessels. Then, however, the
Captain would discuss the technical issues, such as the
sizes, etc, with both the person who would be in charge of

maintenance and the merchant who owned the vessel.
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Collection and consuming of Ovsters
and Shells is considered as a Traditional
Fishing Activity since a long time. Modern
studies proved that Omani people ate
shells since thowusands of years. The
ancient ruins which were discovered
after analvzing proved its link to eating
Molluscan which is a shell, Such Ovsters
were compared with other ancient teeth
in Arab World and East Africa. Also some
ruins refer to the Stone Age and were
Sound in Qurum indicating the residence
of fishermen. In 1977, Historians from
Ministry of National Heritage and
Culture discovered accumulation af emplty
Oysters after eating their Molluscans is
present at Natural Quwrum swamps. They
were found and tells about 6000 vears
B.C. that such ovsters were given a local
nomination, and were eiveulated later
since many ages. Their names differed
from one region to another. Rock Oyster
(locally known as Zoukha) was one of the
famous Oyster in modern and old times
as a Traditional Food for Omani people
living in the Coastal Regions.

Geographical distribution:

Oyster distribution differs from one place
to another in accordance to their type.
Rock Oyster is famous in Indian Ocean
and it exists generally in a large quantity
at coastal beaches of Gulf of Oman and
Arabian Sea starting from Musandam
till Dhofar coasts. In Muscat coasts, it
accumulates in ample quantities at the
coasts of Sidab, Bustan, Qantab, Badr
Jissah & Yeti areas. It is also found in
Sharqgia coasts at Mirbat, Shaleem and
Halniyat islands. In Qurum. tree oysters
are also found in roots and leaves of
Qurum trees and it exists also in Muscat
Governorate near Qurum area.

Feeding:

Feeding method of Oyster is known as
Zoukha It eats from sea water and uses its
MNasopharynx as a filter to catch food as
there are tiny hairs on nasopharynx called
Lashes. Such lashes pull small animals
of single shell known as Planktons into
its body. Such Planktons stick to the
Masopharynx surface and go direct to the
mouth.
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Food value:

Opyster is considered as a favourite food of many countries overlooking seas as it is enriched with animal
Protein, Iron, Calcium, Vitamin (A) and Zinc. It is also enriched with low fat. However, it plays an
important role in weight loss treatment programs. People suffering from obesity are advised to have it
without any fear of overweight as it is low in fat and does not contain any Carbohydrate.

Its importance to marine environment:

Because of its various activities, many people consider Oysters as an important creature to preserve
coasts shape. It also provides a safe shelter and adequate environment for sea creatures near rock coasts
or river ends. Such creatures are provided with an adequate surrounding for breeding and nutrition.
Oyster improves water quality due to its filtration activity and reduces beach slope erode.

Fishing method:

Oyster fishing is generally limited in Oman for Women and Children. There is no special technique
in collecting oysters. Women usually get Oysters from coastal rocks during ebb when it is full moon.
Women often use knifes to extract shell meat.

Risks:
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The proportion of hermaphrodite flowers in
the syphilis cluster differs according to the
type. The hermaphrodite flowers are carried
on the upper small branches of the node in
the upper third of it. These flowers usually

bloom before the male flowers, which are
carried on the lower small branches. The
proportion of hermaphrodite flowers varies
within one species from year to another. So
this ratio could be high in a year and it might
fall down in the following year depending on
the influence of this class by the phenomenon
of exchange of pregnancy which mango is
usually distinguished for.

The shape of a mango is usually oval or a heart, sometimes it is rectangle or a sphere. The size of the
fruit varies depending on the type: some are small and some are big. The fruit crust usually have a
smooth skin with a green color before ripeness and then the color changes to yellow or yellow with
a red cheek or it might remain green at ripeness depending on the type. Some fruits may also have a
special aromatic odor which distinguishes it from the fruits of some other types. The pulp is usually

yellow or orange and it contains fibers with varying
in luxurious types. The core 1s either round or rect

ees. Sometimes, there are no fibers especially
ilar in shape and its size varies depending on

the type. The seeds are inside the core and they are usually sleek with white color 1f 1t 1s a single
embryo or they exhibit some deep cloves if it is a multi embryo.

Suitable Habitat:

Mango is a tropical fruit. However, 1t grows
normally in warm areas. The time of producing
flowers and fruits should have no rain or frost.
Having a reasonable degree of coldness in winter
helps the green growth. However, having a high
percentage of humidity throughout the year does
not help to produce good fruits. Mango trees can
make flowers even at a height reaching 3000 ft
above sea level.

Suitable Environment:

Mango trees can grow in different types of soil.
However, it grows best in deep mud soil with good
water drainage system. The best soil for mango
trees is the one with a PH of 5.5-7.5. Alkaline soil
is not suitable for it and neither the salty soil that
has a salinity of more than 0.05%. Still, under the
conditions of Oman, there are mango trees that
grow successfully in levels of salinity more than
that particularly seced trees that have adapted to
local conditions.

Types:
There are a lot of famous and popular types of
mangoes that were introduced in Oman and

7.~ they grow successfully in many areas. They are:
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Alfonse, Lengra, Nelm, Anwar Ratoul, Sendri,
Shousa, Deshri. Hindi Bisenara, Bayeri, Fazeli and
Tymour.

Some new kinds were imported recently from
Western India and they are currently under
experiment like queen (a crossbred between
Dushari and Nelm), Bombay green, Malgoo and
other kinds like Kalabado, Kalaneeza, Tootabouri,
Sheeri, Jeha Nigeer, Banshadara, and Sherou Jor
Asam.

They have found some local seed breeds that grow
and bear fruit in a satisfactory manner, but the
features of the fruit do not reach the level of the
above mentioned types in terms of skin thickness,
the presence of fibers and the size of the seed,
especially in Hail Al-Ghaf. The most important of
these breeds are:

Still, there are other stems of mango like
Alsabet, Albab, Alzengubaria, Albulishia which
are to be studied and evaluated.
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Alholgqum:

These fruits are big and heart shaped. Their
color at ripeness is light green to yellow.
The proportion of the fibers is medium. Its
geeds contain more than one embryo. The
tree produces from 3000 - 6000 fruit.

Alkouk:

These fruits are also heart shaped but are
small in size. At ripeness, they exhibit a
vellow color with some light green spots
and there is usually a red color around the
neck of the fruit. These fruits are bred out
through seeds. The tree produces from
1500 - 2000 fruit.

Bombay:

These fruits too are heart shaped but are
medium in size. Their color at ripeness is
vellowish green with yellow color at the
neck. They are bred out through seeds
and the production varies between 4000 -
10,000 fruit.
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The oldest mango agriculture at Hail Al Ghaf in Quriyat
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is spread rapidly. There are
differeht types bf mango of
high quality in India. Mango is
also grown in Pakistan, Egypt.
South-East Africh, M;ﬁayaia.
Indonesia, Florida staté in the
US, Mexico and Brazil.
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southern region of the Sultanate. }J
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Plant Description:

Mangoes belong to the genus Mangifera, in the family Anacardiaceae. The tree is everlasting
green and it lives for a long time especially the ones with seeds which could live for hundreds
of years. The mango branches are long and either erected or dangled. The leaves have the
shape of a spear and they look like shiny leather. New leaf is usually purple in color. Then
the leaf turns red. After 2-3 weeks, it becomes light green. When it gets older and is about to
fall, its color turns into dark green and then turns yellow, dries and falls at the end. The leaf
reaches its whole size after about two months. It lives for 1-2 years according to its type.
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The mango flowers are small and white that tends to be yellowish or reddish according to
the type.

The Mango flowers are carried in a cluster with long branched nodes that often comes out
from terminal buds of the old branches. Each node has a total of 300 - 500 flowers and it
might be more than that. There are two types of flowers:

I- Full flower (hermaphrodite).

2- Male flowers.
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An Omani meal
“ (Thin Bread)

Thin bread is famous in Dhofar due to its tasty flavour &1 ;e igadl Loyl ol slicl i b olaz.l Say

and best sales. The Skilled Women Chef makes huge alll e lab Ziake - S0 LS o 550 S0 a0
quantity of this bread especially in Special Occasions <L = e aly L8 = Lo plad = o lapm L plond -
like Eids and Weddings. The bread is made in a e poime JS2 June G pas a1 LJU - paall

“Tanoor™ locally known as “Tanar”. AN Al Aad ey e il
- Recipe of Omani Thin Bread: il Gl ey ST L Loy il e g o

Ingredients: el Gl o ] Gamy pa Joglls sl 24y
5 kg of Flour, MGl & el dziy o 333 G gL sy
1/2 kg of Sugar, S leey ael Lieall oar 2 las comaiy Loy 5
1 tsp full Salt, Lslaze SbS I adas o o) Gand o255 Bl 55
| small cup of Black Cumin, il ol e inmall e Lalad JS G35y e
1 small cup of Cardamom, Cnmall ol 31 iy el o s o G300 40
1 ¥z kg of ghee, e A3, 5550 Sy L) de Ladall ae il Oy
Water for Mixing, U s AW e Gl e o IS ey piags
Round Pottery Cake Block, SIS U5 g bl SGs AW ey JSE L o
Tanoor (Tanar). ol
Method: Gl b sy () Ll 3 ol ol 3l n2y

First the dry ingredients are mixed like the flour, salt, s¢5 2. Ll glas Je gals U0 U 50 LG
sugar, black cumin and cardamom. Then oil and water W A U el o1 il g o Ll
is added gradually and mixed gently. The batter is left =l L iolal Gl e piiy Ll o daSU1 piy

aside until it is soft and coherent. : ek e L2 o} Gplucailly Sl

Later small balls are made by using little oil in
hand and then it is put in a wooden surface to
stretch it. It is then pressed to make it thin. Every
ball is put in a separate place in the block and
pressed gently with hand to give it the shape and
size of the block.

After its shape is given it is put in the Tanoor
(Tanar) by wetting the hands with some water. It
sticks on the Tanoor (Tanar) wall and is left there
until it turns light brown. Then bread is taken out
from the Tanoor and is served with Omani Halwa
or Meat or Tea.
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Sociol Life

“I got married in 1970. I have three sons and also grandchildren. My eldest son
is 33 years old and the youngest is 27. My husband passed away in 2002. All
my sons are specialized in Electrical Engineering. My eldest son was a Sales
Manger in BP Company. He was promoted to a responsible job in South Africa
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and now he is a Web Manager in SA.”

Prominmnanmnt sociol roiLe

About her social role she said: “My work was not restricted on my job only. I
was a Social Worker as well and 1 dedicated some time for this. I go to Rural
Villages to establish new schools especially schools for Holy Quran. We try
to understand them and improve their societies and educate them in terms of
Religion. I have spent 10 years working to achieve this goal. It took me time

and effort also we had to donate money for the poor families as well.”
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o B1shara

Al-Maawali...

A long journey in giving and receiving Knowledge

There are some Omani women who left their
fingerprints in Africa. They worked hard to
erase illiteracy in Africa and to elevate it to
become one of the developed countries. This is
the effect of Omani people there, so they are not
Just merchants seeking for money but they arve
also spreading and forming a civilization. The
schools they have built still exist achieving their
role towards the people.

Dr. Bishara Al-Ma'wali is a woman from the 6th
generation from her ancestors who came from
Africa to Oman. She was born in Bamba.

I met her in her beautiful house in Zanzibar
where she lives with her children after she
served a long time in teaching. She has quit her
Jjob but not her mission in spreading knowledge

and culture. She is considered a souwrce of

knowledge in Tanzania.

She said: “My name is Bishara Thanyan
Mubarak Badu Salim Al-Ma'wali. My father
passed away in Oman and my mother is still

o

’:I"

Visited in Zanzibar
Said Khalfan Al Nomani
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alive. She lives in Oman with my brothers.

I still recall the anchor of the ship that our great
grandfather took on his way to the island. It is
still there in Bamba. We are part
of Mubarak bin Badwi family and our family is
the oldest one in Africa.

[ was born in 1948, My father was a teacher and
later he worked in the administrationand traveled
to Britain to study General Administration in
1955. He made sure to educate us. My paternal
grandfather was a teacher too and my maternal
grandfather was a lawyer in Algeria.”

Struggle for snowledge

I was taught in Bamba until grade 3, and then |
moved to Zanzibar because my father moved to
work there. 1 continued from grade 4 to grade 7
in the interior places as my family was with me.
In 1962 1 moved to Ma'tooga School where |
finished my studies.

_— —
I continued higher studies fortwo years and
then I succeeded in joining the university.
It was not easy to join colleges at that time
because the government prevented people
continuing their studies after grade 12. 1
went through this and I was admitted in
Dar Al-Salam University. Some people
paid for my studies until I got my Ph.D.
in Economy and Geography. | worked as

| a teacher in Tanzania until 1972. After

that I moved to Zanzibar to renew my
passport. However, 1 was not allowed to
leave Zanzibar after that and I was forced
to work there. For two years and a half
my family tried hard to get me out of that
situation, because | was married when |

was a college student in 1975,

She talked to me about her different jobs:

| worked as a teacher in the Secondary

schools, later was responsible in the

Planning Department in Ministry of

Education. Then I became a Researcher.

I and my colleagues composed a book

about learning and education in Tanzania

like "The Effect of Employment of
12th Grade Graduates as Teachers" and

"Erasing Illiteracy".

|| She added: “I won a Scholarship from the
Commonwealth so | traveled to Canada
and was there for two years. 1 got my
Masters there and | studied English as
a Second Language. When I was back,
I worked as a supervisor for Children’s
learning and | collected many reports
from groups of Ministries. After that |
wrote a comprehensive book in this field
discussing many issues in policy, education
philosophy in Tanzania, training teachers
and other topics.

| Besides working in the Ministry, I also

worked in the UNICEF and the library of the
Chief of Ministers. I won another Scholarship
to Australia in 1987 to get my Ph.D. in Social
and Emotional improvement for children.

[ finished my Ph.D. in 1990. I received a
letter from an Association in Aganjan to work
with them in a project called (learning before
studying) to be conducted in Kenya, Uganda,
and Tanzania. After some negotiation, I
decided to work with them in 1993. [ was
assigned as a Supervisor then a Director
General, and was later promoted to General
Coordinator of the Institution. Now, I have
retired to have a break after all these years. I
work voluntary in Al-Estigama Association
to teach teachers how to deal with children
and give them advice from time to time.”

The greot mission ever

I asked her about her mission as a mother:
she said, “I played a role in teaching my
children because their father was a busy
person and he use to return home everyday
late in the evening. I helped them a lot in
kindergarten school. I gave them additional
lessons. We worked hard together when they
were in their middle stage. 1 used to check
their homework daily. I bought them other
useful books to broaden their horizons and
teaching them other languages.

Their father helped them a lot when I traveled
to Canada and Australia. He was responsible
for the family.”

I asked her if she participated in Research in
any issue concerning the Omani civilization,
she said: “I did not participate in any because
I am not specialized in History. However, |
am pretty sure that there are others who have
done the work.”
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Tabba is the domestic name of the game and is
almost similar to Cricket game. The ball in this
game is a tennis-sized ball made out of dry dates and
enfolded by strong jute threads to keep it stiff so that

the dates will not get dispersed. Along with the Tabba,

the ball of dates, players also use a bat, which is made
from the deeper part of the palm leaves. This bat is
preferred since it is thin from one end which serves as
a handle, and flat from the other end, suitable to strike
the ball. Locally, people call this bat Mosta' or Qadf.
Tabba is played between two teams of at least three
players each. Toss is done to determine who holds
the bat first, called team (A). The players of the other
team (B) shall spread around an area of 200-300
melres.

Meanwhile, a player from team (B) stands close to
the batsman to throw the ball so that the batsman can
hit it. If the batsman hits the ball, team (B) must catch
it before it falls on the ground. If they fail, team (A)
scores a point. And if the batsman fails to hit the ball
three times, players say: game died, which means
game is over. So, the next turn to hold the bat is of
Team (B3).

It should be highlighted that if the batsman could hit
the ball, the other players in his team stand to the so
called Al-Houp or the surrounding open area. They
stand there until he hits the ball again. Yet, if the other
team catches the ball before it reaches the ground, the
game dies and the turn goes to the other team.
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When the sea sings and its forceful waves rise up,
everyone is silent and praying for it to calm down.
Therefore, sailors can get on their ships and stretch
their white sails to navigate on its rough waves to God's
remote directions.

When the sea sings, its waves are accompanied with
pity which pushes its ships by their high stretched sails
to peaceful ports, fruitful cities and blessing junction
where ships exchange their loadings and come back
with new loadings to the ports of departure.

When the sea sings. sailors’ memories flourish and
they get up from their sleep and oar their boats with
every effort and strength. So their boats can reach ships
quickly as it can’t anchor near them due to their huge
and heavy loads. They do this because they don't want

to lose the journey and being away from the crowd.

When the sea sings, all the sailors of the ships work
together;
because the sea is a fearful friend and their lives are

everyone knows his job and assignment

the most important things they have and they feel
afraid when they are in the middle of the sea, praying
to Almighty Allah to keep them safe and return them
home safely.

When the sea sings, ships arrive to their destinations,
sailors prepare for their return, passengers search for
the blessings of the cities they arrive in, ships' stores are
full of goods and gifts because everyone in the ship is
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being waited by someone in excitement.
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