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bin Hassan Alhashaiamni from Willayet
A-Seeb. The jockey Abdullah bin Said
Albulushi over the steed (Almuhab) owned
by Badir bin Saud Albulushi from the Willayet
of Barka took the second paosition. The third
position was for Haamed bin Darweesh
Albulushi over the steed (Karbiteera) owned
by Shaik Salem bin Suleiman Alfairooz from
Willayet of Alkhaboora.

No one has expected to see the experience
and the skills that were demonstrated by
women equestrians who partficipated in the
fifth round called (Saih Alsalehat) for pure-
bred Arabian horses of 1100 meters distance,
The round was assigned for women and
Eiman bint Mubarak Albulushi over the steed
(Almuntfalig) grabbed the first position.

Sumayyah bint Mohammed Alshaibani over
the steed [Almuwafak) was the second win-
ner and Salwa bint Mohammed Alfawri over
the mare [ Ohood) won the third position.

The experience said its word in the last round
which was named (Saih Almakarim) for pure-
bred Arabian horses of 2000 meters distance.
After a strong competition characterized the
round in order to achieve the honorable Cup
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos, Said bin Bati
Albadi over the foal (Alkassih) from the RC
successfuly gained the valuable cup. The
second winner was Mazhood bin Said Alhijri
over the steed (Herz) from the RC and the
third place was taken by Mohammed bin Ali
Almujaini over the mare (Emtinan) from the
Royal Oman Police.
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His Majesty

PATRONAGES THE ANNUAL ROYAL HORSE
RACGE FESTIVAL IN AL-AADEYAT CITY

Al-Aadeyat City in the Welay

Under the dignity auspices of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos, the Royal
Cavalry in Diwan of the Royal Affairs
held its annual horse race festival in

A-Seeb. At the beginning of every

et of

66 horses, 670 personals and students and 235
girls. The festival included the participation of
activities. The six main rounds of the race which
showed a high contest between the jockeys.
The results of the race were as following:

In the first round which was called (Saih Al-
Rakha) for purebred Arabian horses of 1600
meters distance, Salim bin Humoud Al-
Hakmani over the mare (Makasib) won the
first position. The second position was taken
by Elizabeth Garril over the steed (Waseem)
and Sami bin Said Albulushi got the third posi-
tion. All the three jockeys are from the Royal
Cavalry.

In the second round which was called (Saih
Al-Salam) for purebred Arabian horses of 1100
meters distance, the first winner was 5aid bin
Bati Albadi over the filly [Narjis) from the RC.
Hamed bin Darwish Albulushi over the foal
(Kayid) from the stable of Lit. General HE Al
bin Maijid Almaimari hold the second position.
The third place was won by Yaser bin Nasser
Aljabr over the mare (Haibah) from the RC.

In the third round which was called (Saih
Alshamikhat) the contest was on its high level.
This round was assigned for purebred Arabian
horses of 1400 meters distance. The jockey
Ahmed bin 5aif Alhadhrami over the filly
(Almutailigha) grabbed the first position. His
counterpart Mohammed bin Hilal Albusaidi
came next over the filly (Soacedah) and the
third position was for the filly (Shaagraa) ridden

by Faohad bin Saud Albulushi. All the three
jockeys are from RC.

The fourth round which was called (Saih Anni-
am) for purebred Arabian horses had its dif-
ferent story. This round was specified for the
Omani jockeys who came from different
willayets and it was really an exciting round.
The first winner was Jamal bin Abdullah Alhijri
over the steed (Aneef] owned by Mahboob
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Could you your Highness inform
us about your childhood and
studying recoliections?

Muscat is the place of my birth
and in Aseediyh School | studied.
After graduating in 67-68, | stud-
ied in Barmanah School in Beinut
from 1970 to 1972. After com-
pleting studying | transferred to
an interior school in Britain. In
1975-1976 | studied at London
University. All these stages were
breathtaking and full of intellec-
tudl and sport activities. In 19761
joined the Armed Forces and
then | graduated in a cadet
course in the Royal British College
in 1977. After thaot | joined
Muscat Battalion in Sarfeit in the
Southemn region. Military service
has taught me a lot of things and
it has cultivated my talents and |
used to like the honorable com-
petitions in any available field
gither it was sport, cultural or sci-
entific. | was able to win over
many. of my colleagues in
sportand in achieving the duty
that had gudlified me to obtain
excellent higher positions.

What are the names and the
nicknames of horses and
camels that your Highness like?

The name of the stallion is Al
Gasser and the mare Is Manal
which is delivered from a name
of a village in the Interior Region.
In camels | have succeeded wifh
Al Bashaer name and | am
extremely pleased with its per-
formances and it haswon the first
tittes over many strong camels.
As well as my camel Haflah that
will replace Al Bashaer position in
achieving fop results and having
a wide fame.

Meanwhile | have 14 camels for
racing and 20 camels for other
purposes.

Who Is your best model in the
horses sport?

My madel is HM the Sultan who
loves the equestrian since he was
a kid of four years old and he has
practiced it along this period
even in the military training.

Your highness would you tell us
about your participations in
horses and camels races?

My horses and camels partici-
pate regularly in races. | have
achieved the third and the
fourth positions in horses so that |
am not very lucky in horses,
However, in camel races | have
achieved honorable results for
the lost two years as that' | got
confinuously the first and the
second positions in 10 races.

Your Highness: You have
presided over the Omani
Equestrians and Camels

Federartion for along fime and
you were a distinguished person
endowed with infinite works. If
your Highness could tell us about
the federation role in spreading
and improving equesirian and
camel sports amoeng Omanis?

After receiving the royal orders to
be the Chairman of the
Federation, | put many sugges-
tions and plans to improve
equestrian and camel sports.
Then, | discussed them with peo-
ple gssociated with these sports.
After that, a chance was given
for objections which we came
over them by real discussion il
we had a deal. We followed this
technigue to give each idea at
least fwo mionths fo be func-
fioned and our decisions were
taken unanimously. The main
aims of the federation are to get
modern ways and means fo
make this sport available for all
participants and to encourage

its people financiolly and moraily.
The sport of equestrians and
camels is an Omani pure sport
which is not imported and thus its
experts are Omani. However, the
new established rules for horses
are only to join the intemational
group system and the way of
applying these rules is an Omani
pure way.

Does anyone want to see his son
riding his motorcycle proudly in
dlistricts’ roads making noisy roar-
ing and danger for individuals in
addition to pollution® Or fo see
his son riding over an  Arabian
purebred horse and are proud of
it between date palm frees and
be encouraged by anyone who
sees him. Over the horse, he
practices his manhood s 4
courageous jockey and this gives
him a good:smell of his ancestors’
inhertance. Which is better? We
could also include in the compar-
ison those who fthrow football
here and there into the air over
people's houses, Is this betters

We have to think deeply in what
we select to our generations.
Back to the federation. we
thank God that the tederation
has reached a good standard
of horses and camels sport and
can be improved eagsily. The
sport of camels is a fraodifional
sport with heritage, social and
financial features and third of
the Sulianate's people are asso-
ciated with this sport and have
horses and camels that they are
favored by God fo love them.

Your Highness: would you high-
light two important events ; His
Majesty Cup for camels and His
Majesty noble deed to make
horse races in the Willayats over
the Sultanate?

In the coming November there
will be two important events fi if

God will-; the first is the honor of
gefting his Majesty Cup of
Camels with a cash prize which is
the most honorable events for all
of us and it is one of the histarical
events in the Sultanate. The sec-
ond event is getting frontier posi-
fions in horse races in the
Sultanate and | encourage
Omanis whe are concerned of
this. sport to do the best to
achieve safisfaoction of all peo-
ple. His Majesty noble deed to
ricke horse races in the Willayats
is a strong action to develop this
sport and thanks God Omanis
today own horses and fake care
of them and have financial
capabilities to broaden their lives
and owning a horse is a comple-
tion to thal broaden because
having a horse means the sound
of glory and chivalry. The horse is
also a memaory of glorious history
and eternal authenticity and it
has been known with camels for
a long time ago. Many Prophets
and Messengers had owned
horses and probably the most
was the Prophet Suleiman bin
Dawood nPeace be Upon
Them-and God has revealed in
the Holy Quran a chapter
(Aladivat] which describes the
strength of the horse.

Always here In Oman with these
steady events and good news
this sport with its two parts: hors-
es and camels will go along with
the development of the Omani
citizen without leaving his fradi-
tions in sport, uniform, social cus-
toms and inherited habits. These
are the qualities of the real
Omani cifizen.

Your Highness: During your pre-
siding over the Federalion of
Horses and Camels, you have
suggested aond planned many
important projects. Could you
please highlight them?

The most important projects that
were suggested to make in the
new site of the federation were
presented to His Majesty the
Sultfan-May Allch Save Him- and
were approved by Him. Today
they are ready for implementa-
tion and these project are:

1. The federation administrative
offices centre
2. A modern track for show n
jumping
3. A horse racing track for more
than 2000 meter with inferna-
tional specifications
. some stares
. An indoor equestrian school
with air-condifioner so can
be used in the summer
4. Veterinary clinic for horses
and camels
7. Artificial pollination unit
8. A school for equestrian near
Salalah Sport Complex
2. Maintainance and equipp-
ment the big tracks in the
Sultanate

Ln B

There are modem big ideas that
we hope the Ministry of Sport
Affairs and the new president ship
of the Equestian and Camiels
Federation will review and if possi-
ble to apply. We installed some
technical touches such as the rule
of registering the rider t-shirt color
whether for o horse or a camel.
There are also some suggestions
toactivate the private sectorto
support these sports. These are
the most important ideas and
projects and | am sure that
the new federation members
will do their best fo complete |
the way and fo take this sport
te widen horizons. |

Your Highness: What is your |
impression about publishing
the first \
Sultanate specialized in activi-
ties of equestrions and camels
and in heritage?

magazine in the 3

| support any editing of any work
associoted with Omani authen-
ticity whether in this sport or in
other aregs and we should put
our utterance into actions accu-
rately and not exaggerate in
any matter unless it deserves, For
example. we have witnessed a
football support for more than 30
vears and despite good results
recently achieved, still we are far
away from achieving regional or
international victory and | wish all
sports would take their suitable
place in publishing and obtain
the love of this country people.

Your Highness: A last word for
the reader of Assayel
Magazine?

| request all the readers of this
magazine to use it in educating
the rising generations about
their traditions and be their mat-
ter of discussion whenever they
meet. | hope that this magazine
will raise the spirts of the horse
and camel sports’ champions
because they are individual and
by nature efforts sports. Again |
request the whole to take care
of these sports and support
theme every time as they could.
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Would your Highness inform us of
your identity card?

Name: Assad bin Tarig bin Taimor
Al Said.

Qualification: | have obtained
the degree of bachelor of
Military Sciences in the British
Command and Staff College.
Marital Status: | am married and |
have five chiledren,
Occupation: The Representative
of HM the Sultan.

Your highness when and how did
your relationship with horses and
camels begin?

| got to know the horses in the

middle of sixties when His
Highness late Sheik lIssa bin
Salman Al Qalifa presented
some horses to the Royal Family
in the Sultanate of Oman and
they were distributed in Muscat.
However, because of fime and
place conditions, | was not able
to try to ride d horse. | began
riding horses at the dawn of the
rengissance in Al Wattayah but
horses" level was low at that
fime,

Regarding camels | have heard
a lot about them and | love
them. When the opportunity
occurred to me., | possessed
some of them in 1984. The par-
ficipation has confinued Htill
today., Horses and camels are g
part of us and when | was a kid |
used to listen to my grandfather
Sayvid Ahamed bin Hilal bin Ali
Al Busaidi who narrated us many
stories of harses and camels and
their role in the Omani life. | rode
some camels in my garden Al
Bashayer.

Your Highness would you tell us
about your love and interest in
horses and camels, and your
recollections on them?

The stories that were namrated by
my grandfather have a greaf
effect on me with addition to my
interest in reading about Islamic
history especially the Omani  his-

tory. I'm a person who loves the
environment and its surroundings
since the childhood stage. |
believe that horses and camels
have played o big role in the
Omani environment and we as
Omnis have gained from them a
greaf experence and we have
used them in many fields such as
happy anniversaries and the Eids.
We have called them beautiful
names and have written poetries
on them. We have made them
a melody that has added a
beauty to our deserts as well as
we have used them as g mean
to enhance our sons bringing up
in manhood and bravery. Horses
and camels are on the fop peak
because of HM the Sultan's love
and care.

The reason of possessing horse is
that | admire its beauty and
sound when it frots in the mom-
ing in the garden and around
the house. During the eighties
and the nineties | employed a
coach for training my sons on
horse riding. Sometimes | rode
horses by my self when | had an
opportunity and | used fto
go to ihe Royal Cavalry
from fime to time. |
introduced the hors-

es in the Armed
Forces after gef-

fing an approval

from HM the

Sultan who
generously

dencted a

numkber of

horses and a

financial sup-

port for form-

ing the first

horses platoon

in the Ilate

198646-- 1987 in

the new centre

of Madarat in

the Interior region.

They were beautiful

days when we rode
horses in the camp in
the moming and in the

evening as well. Lafer on these
horses were being used in big
anniversaries in which HM the
Sultan paid several visits to the
camp. There was an idea for
establishing a pole team in
order to be equal with the Royal
Guard of Oman team and the
Royal Oman Police team; how-
ever, we weren't able fto
achieve it because of financial
circumstances and difficult
administration.

What are the hobbies of your
Highness?

In addition to horses and camels
sport, | like reading poetry and
books that are on astronomy
and Gur'anic meanings and
sometimes | read ancient philo-
sophical books. As well as | like
doing walking sport, visiting
archeological places, shooting
and farming. During studying in
Beirut and Britain | used to
obtain forward positions in run-
ning sport and | practiced foot-
ball sport in a period of more

than three

years.
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‘Owaisi from
third winner
([Aldureya)
Mohammed
‘Alwihibi.

Traditional Tones

During the race activities the

'ROP band played beautiful musi-
cal phrases and Omani Folks
from Manah and Adam per-
formed traditional songs that
spreaded a good-smell over
the ceremony area,

‘Sayyid Asaad Said
His Highness Sayyid Asaad bin
Tarig Al-said said that the race wit-
nessed a strong and exciting con-
test between the participants and
had a wide participation from
those who are inferested in this
traditional Omani sport whether
they are Omanis or from Gulf
countries especially people of the
UAE. He stressed that this race was
the end of this season and he
asked the whole fo prepare for
the participation of his Majesty
Cup which will be held in the com-
ing November.

Winners Honoring

At the end of the race, His
Highness Sayyid Taimor bin
Asaad bin Tarig Alsaid in

behalf of his Highness Sayyid
Asaad bin Tariq bin Taimor
handed over cars’ keys to
the winners of the first posi-
tions in the seventh race
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: and this

His Highness Sayyid Asaad bin
Tariq bin Taimor Al-Said chair-
man of the Omani Equestrian
and Camels Federation patron-
ized the Arabian Purebred
camels race in Al-Bashaier Track
in the wilayat of Manah in
Aldhakiliya Region with a com-
pany of their Highnesses, their
Excellencies and a big number
of camels race spectators. The
ceremony came to crown the
efforts made by OE & CF to pro-
tect this sport considering it as a
traditional Omani inherited sport
which dug its roots into the
ancient Omani history.

The race consisted of seven
rounds characterized with joy
and excitement where pure-
bred camels from the Sultanate
and Gulf countries participated
and showed their skills during the
seven race rounds.

The Race rounds

The first round was assigned for
Al-hagjayij and was 3 km dis-
tance. (Shifa) owned by
Mohammed bin Hassan Al-
Aamiri form the UAE, won the first
position. The second position
was for (A-shahiniya) for Nasser
bin Subaih Al-Wihibi from Bediya
and the third position was won
by (Farha) for Salem bin
Suwaidan Al-Fuzaili from Al-
Mudhaibi.

- The second round was assigned
for Alhgjayij too and was 3 km dis-
tance. The first camel won the
race was (Aryan) for Ali bin Salem
Al-Ghailani form Ja'lan Bani Bu
Ali. (Sahlooda) owned by Khalfan
bin Ali Al-Shamsi was the second
and the third was (Shujoon) for

& Obaid bin Mohammed Al-Wihibi

| The third round was 4 km dis-
tance and assigned for Allagaya
round witnessed an

exciting contest between the
camels till (Jameela) for Sultan
bin Khalifa Alkhaili grabbed the
first position. (Mash-hoora) for
Mohammed bin Ali Alsuaoodi Al-
Qatabi from the UAE, had the
second position and (Al-Sarimah)
from the Royal Camels got the
third position.

The fourth round was 4 km dis-
tance and assigned for Allagaya
too. The camel (Ad-Dana) for Ali
bin Salem Al-Ghailani from BB Ali
was able to win the first position
successfully after a strong con-
test against (Lam-ha) for Aabid
bin Ali A-Zzari form Bediya which
had the second position. The
third position was taken by (At-
taef) for Humaid bin Abdullah
bin Shutaiat Al-Wihibi form Al-
Mudhaibi.

The fifth round was 5 km dis-
tance and assigned for Albida’.
The first camel won the race was
(A-Shaheeniya) for Said bin
Salem Al-Mashaikhi and the sec-
ond one was (Khayal] for
Humaid bin Abdullah bin Shutait
Al-Wihibi form Al-Mudhaibi. The
third camel was (Wad'a) for
Suhail bin Said bin Zahir Al-Khaili
from the UAE.

The sixth round was exciting and
was assigned for Athanya of 6
km distance. The camel
(Lukhmaisa) from Mubarak bin
Said AlWiIhibi form Al-Mudhabi
won the first position. The sec-
ond position went to (Reem)
owned by Said bin Saleem
Al-Owgisi for BB Hassan and
(Shaheena) for Mohammed bin
Hassan Al-Aamri from the UAE
took the third position.

The seventh round which was
assigned for Alhool and was 7 km
distance, concluded the cere-
mony. So, it witnessed a strong
contest from all participated
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Oman Tribune thanks its readers for having chosen it as
the newspaper with the best editorial content in Oman.

As per an independent survey carried out by International Marketing Research
Consultancy (IMRC), Oman Tribune has been selected by its readers as having
the best editorial content among all the newspapers in Oman.
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wheel placed on the top of the fort. This way
was also used to uplift water from wells. On
the roof of the fort there are two holes that
lead to two stores 5 meters deep used as
weapons stores. The circular platform is pro-
vided with holes for cannons and gunshots
which can spread 36 degrees. The walls rise
10 meters high. They provide a circular area
which facilitate the movement of defenders
who can shot from protected holes. Nizwa
Fort represents the development in forts
style building (1059 HI 1090 HJ), (1649-
1679 AD). This style is based on (artillery
tower) which is a defended fort until today.
Nizwa Fort can be regarded as an architecture
that came out of artillery war towers. Thus, it
is different than the previous Omani forts. Its
building is distinguished by the maximum
degree of solidity in order to be able to absorb
different kinds of artillery s convulsions.

At that time Nizwa Fort developed slightly
with the development of war technology.
Some changes were introduced in the fort s
architecture, so it was able to place lighter
cannons in undiscovered areas to reduce
harmful gases resulted from cannonballs.
Nowadays some cannons are still on the
roof and some of them were made in Nizwa

in which was engraved the name of Imam
Sultan bin Saif.

In addition to that, there is a cannon presented
to the first Omani ambassador to America in
1840 AD from Poston City in the United
States. The fort has 480 holes for shooting
enemies and 240 lamps for decoration. It also
has 120 places for shift guards who keep
watch over the fort and the city. There are 24
holes for big cannons and 40 steps for going
up. The fort was constructed on a firm foun-
dation 40 meters deep. The only possible way
to access this big establishment was through a
small curved door built on a high place in the
northern part on a small dry trench.

In the past it was possible to reach the door
only by a big wooden beam placed through
the trench which was 2 meters wide. The
wooden beam was pulled away when
unwanted visitors arrived. The double door
which are engraved with ornamental panels
made of imported solid wood. They have
engraved thresholds fixed on the columns.
These doors lead to a stairway passage in the
walls thickness. Then, the stairway passage
leads to another six doors and six staircases
consist of 66 steps. In the past the guard had
to open these heavy doors one after another
according to the outside guard s order.

During the modern Omani renaissance
under the wise leadership of His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos. Ministry of Heritage and
Culture made a
comprehensive
study to renovate
this historical build-
ing. It was renovat-
ed in order to stay
as a distinguished
monument combin-
ing the ancestry his-
tory and the bright
present.
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In Wilayet Nizwa there a num- | as the most meters high.

~ 74 — ber of castles and the most wonderful In front of it
zwa (C astle ¢ ot . B— . :
/\h Znwa Acs tlé ‘fi}l{“’( i ot important is Nizwa Castle which and biggest date palms

is adjacent to Nizwa Fort. _ historical trees and the
An Eyewitress of omani History Nizwa also has Tanuf Castle. cultural surrounded

Nizwa is an eyewitness of the Omani history. It embraces both authenticity and Bait Al Ridaydah and Bait monuments buildings

modernity which are twins of the Omani history. From its pride we read sublimity and
honor in the pages of time memorandums. There Tanuf fresh pure water irigates Al Nizwa Casle is adjacent to the

Al Sulait. ' in  Oman. appear. The
Because of fort is

shhpa Fort ,

fort and its first part was built by
Imam As Sult bin Malik in 237
HG/ 851 AD. In other narration
the castle was built about 12
years before Assult became
Imam. Then, it was rebuilt dur-
ing Imam Nasser bin Murshid
Al-Yuarubi s era in 1034 HJ /
1624 AD. Both the castle and
the fort were used as an adminis-
trative building of the Wilayet
and over centuries it was used as
accommodation for Imams and

waliys.

The castle is quadrangular that
includes a prison and the wali
majlas ( sitting room) where he
deals with citizens complains and
welcomes guests. The castle
oversees the city and is located in
the old city in Algr district in
Nizwa. Algr district is near the
souq which stretches to the outer

gate near the old Aljuma Mosque.

Because of the important role
that Nizwa played throughout the
historical former eras in the inte-
rior, Imam Sultan bin Saif Al-
Yu arubi. the successor of Nasser
bin Murshid Al-Yu arubi, built
Miwa Fort between 1649 and
1679. Nizwa Fort is considered

its central
location in
Nizwa and
its adjacent
to the old
political
position
Nizwa Castle- and for its distin-
guished height, Nizwa Fort is
considered as the most important
historical monument in Oman. It
took over 12 wvears to build.
Imam Sultan spent what he
gained from one of his historical
battle known as (Dew) where the
Imam s troops captured a lot of
profits and treasures. It is said
that Dew was one of the biggest
Portugues navy eastern centre.
Imam Sultan bin Saif excavated
Barkt Al-Muz Falaj between Izki
and Nizwa . The Imam s aim in

building the fort was to protect

that interior oasis and the roads
surrounded it.

The fort is considered as the
main building in the castle and
its large circular building was
built of stones and Omani clay.
It rises to 115 foot and approxi-
mately 150 in diameter. It is a
flat platform constructed on
stony filled foundation 15

climbed

through nar-

row  steps

shaped as.

At every

step s turn,

there is a

door wused to impede the
progress of possible enemies.
There are seven turns defended
by upper holes used for throw-
ing cannonballs over the attack-
ers. Under each turn there is a
well and in front of it there is a
door with locks. [f the enemy
slipped away from the cannon-
balls or hot water or boiled dibis
( palm trees honey) which are
poured from the holes, the
enemy would fall in the well. In
case he slipped away from the
both wells and holes, he would
be hindered by the gate. If he
slipped away from one turn, he
wouldn t be able to escape from
the second. The fort is provided
with its needs and water from
inside wells and a spring under
it. There are stores for ammuni-

tion and provisioning materials.

The provisioning materials were
uplifted by ropes from holes tow-
ering the fort roof and turming a
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The fourth round (Althanaya) was 7 km dis-
tance.| Al-Dana) owned by the Royal Camels
got the first position. (Mahbooba) for Said bin
Salem Al Owaisi from BB Hassan won the sec-
ond position and [ Al Saidi) from the Wilayat of
Almisina got the third position.

The fifth round which was 7km distance was
specialized for (Alhool). [ Alwafia) from the RC
achieved the first position.

(Mithyar) for Hamed bin Ali Al Jahaffi from the
Wilayat of Al Mudhabi took the second posi-
tion and the third position was won by
(Alshabiya) for Ali bin Said Alkhzaimi Al Owaisi
from BB Hassan.

Prizes Handing Over

At the end of the race, his Highness Sayyid Al-
Mu'tasim bin Humood Al Busaidi, Minister of
State and Muscat Governor, handed over the
cars' keys to the winners who won the for-
ward positions in each round while the winners
of the other positions got cash prizes.
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CAMELS RACE CONCLUSION

Al-Mu’tasim bin Humood Patronizes

the Annual Festival End of Domestic Camel

Races at Al-Filaij . . .

His Highness Sayyid Al-Mutasim bin
Humood Al-Busaidi, Minister of State and
Muscat Governor, presided over the end
of annual domestic camel races festival
which was organized by the Royal Camels
of the Diwan of the Royal Affairs in the
camel race competitions track in Al-Filaij in
the Wilayat of Barka. The ceremony was
attended by a number of their Highnesses,
Excellencies and a large number of camel
race fans. A big number of original camels
which represented different wilayats com-
peted in the five race rounds. The compe-
fition was strong and exciting. And
because it holds His Majestyis name, the
camel owners showed a lot of care.

The race assigned valuable prizes due to
his Majesty support of this Omani inherited
sport and his encouragement of this origi-
nal sport to be inherited generation after
generation.

The Race Rounds

The first round ( Al-Hajayij ) was 3km dis-
tfance. About 25 camels participated and
( Dhaga) for Salim bin Muhammed Al-
Gailani from BB Hassan won the first posi-
fion. ( Al Salama) got the second position
and [ Amjaad) for the Royal Camels took
the third position.

The second round.which was 5km dis-
tance, was assigned for [ Al-lagaya).
About 30 camels participated in the round.
( Al- Dhabi) for sayyid Hilal bin Sauood Al
Busaidi grabbed the first position. The sec-
ond position was taken by ( Rawaya) for
Hamed bin Ali Al-Jahafi from Wilayat of
Almudhabi and (| Allafiva) for Said bin
Humaid AlJahaffi from the Wilayat of
Suwaig was the third.

The third round | Al-Edai ) was é km dis-
tance and 20 camels participated.
(Salalah) had the first position. It was
owned by Mohammed bin Said Alwehaibi
from Bediya. (Minhaf] owned by Royal
Camel Corps came the next and [ Sawga)
owned by Humaid bin Shutait Al Wehibi
from Al Mudhaibi got the third position.
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or. |n 1648; under the ieatféraﬁi

of Imam Sultan bin Murshid A-
Yaorubi, Omanis expelled the
Porfuguese.  This fort ‘was.

restored in 1989.

The Forl of Bilad Sur

it is one of the largest forts in Sur.
it is located in the middle of o
valley plain in Bilad Sur. 1t is 6
metres high with four towers
guarding its four corners. It'was
restored in 1290,

The Valley of Shagb

This valley Is situated in the area
of Tiwi'ahd s one of the famous
valleys in Shargivao Region. |f is
close teo the coastal road con-
necling the Wilayats of Qurayat
and Sur. Its unique position is

featured by both the fantastic

coastal nature and rocky forma-

tions. which embosoms the
charm of spectacular nafure.
Thewxalley 6f Shaabis alsc a nice’

place for visitors as it has in one
side pure water fdlling from the
peaks of the mountains and the
other side: has saline sea water

wedookeq the baeu:ﬁ and the
mgiin road: leading fo the interi-

ﬂ'-mmugh |

The Factory of Ships

Taking care of fhis factory cimed
at animating this etermnal her
itage which is as a civilized vein
tor Sur's people. who competed
other civilizations next to the sea

banks and ocearis of the Indian

semi-continent and the confi-
nent of Africa. This factory has a
number of workshops for making
ships owned by the dwellers of
Sur who are highly experienced
in this. field, Some of these ships
are Ghango, Bogla, Samboog,
and Bidn, The saog and candel
wood used in making such ships
is brought from India because
these types of wood are very
strong and resistant to different
sea climates. Therefore: Tounsm

eml:mces“'dlffar.anf #m.lﬁsf stféi'
that have both calm beaches

‘and beautiful valleys. Itis also

imporiant for hoving o 'deep-
rooted marine history, and g civ-
ilized historyincluded in architec-
tural locations. forts, and towers
scafttered all.over the wilayat,




A shell on fhe eastern coasts

The Wilayat of

Ras Alhad

The area of Ras Alhad os mentioned
earlier is one of Sur's two provinces
and it is considered to be among the
beautiful sites for tourism encom-
passed by the beaches of Shargiya
Region. It is 41 kilometres away from
the city cenfre and its beach 5 fea-
tured by bays and rocky formations
lying down closer to sea water, and
acting as habitats for different birds
such as gulls and sea swallows that
come searching for food and rest
while migrating towards cold regions.
Besides, the tranguil water running
through the golden sands of Ras Alhad
makes a spectacular picture for the
Mother Nature. Consequently, such
chaming and fantastic views dlong
with the quiet water located far away
from populated towns cannot be
found in other beaches.

The History of Ras Alhad

The location of this area is dated back.

to 4000-3000 B.C. as indicated by the
architectural discoveries of the place,
e.g. the architectural fower, and

Raasginz as a beautiful tourist position in

Raasalhad. According to pieces of pot-
tery found in Raasginz. this region used
to have frade routs with the civilization
of Inds Valley in the third century B.C. It
was also a very important frade location
in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. as
represented by architectural remains
like marine and fishing fools, and some
trade materials brought from abroad
such as copper and censes.

The Turtle Sanctuary

Ras Alhadis turtle sanctuary plays a
great role in attracting a large number
of tourists. The region of Raasalhad has
this unique sanctuary as a best place
for the nests of turtles which has an
area of 120 square kilometers including
coastal places and beaches, sea bed,
and inlets of Higr and Grama. In addi-
tion, this sanctuary embraoces some
places for the nests of various types of
turtles, e.g. green turtles that are con-
sidered as very beautiful and rare tur-
tles reaching a population of 20 thou-
sand and nesting in more than 275
locations along the beaches of Oman.
Since the area of Raasginz provides the
protection against extinction, these tur-

tles take it as a peaceful resort at which
they lay their egags.

The area of Raasalhad has also
gained ifs importance as a fourist
location because of having ' small
mangroves scattered all along the
eastern beach, and the clusiers of
coral reefs spread all over the rocky
beaches.

The City of Qalhat

The history of the deep-rooted civiliza-
tion of Qalhat can be read through
the remains of its architectural build--
ings that have covered its m‘ec: und
the documented lines in

travelers and researchers. Th'

its fcme econ-:-mically cmd

dome {e raf
dnwn] and r1s

In the latest thirteenth century A
fraveler Marco Polo described fhe
of Qalhatis port as having a
active trade movement as a
receiving large ships from Ind
this port as a transit point to ot

in the interior of Oman. About

and |t§ harbor. Its pempt& are fr
dedling with merchant ships co
from India.i

The Fort of Ras Alhad

This fort is located. in the province of
Ras Alhad in Sur. It is one of the most
important historical landmarks in this
area which was built in the period from
1560 to 1570. It has two towers, some
vents for protection and surveillance,
and some stores for dump. This fort,
which is 16 metres long and 13 metres
wide with a height of 13-25 meires,
was restored in 1989,
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the patronage of the ceremony. praised
fhe effors done fo make the camel's
‘race successful which witnesses day after
day a wide appearance and develop-
ment in the races abilifies especially that
this race comes as a cooperation with
brothers in the UAE in order to support this
fraditional inheritance which is shared by
the two bratherly countries.

His Highness Sayyid Asaad bin Tarig, the
Representative of His Majesty the Sultan,
stated that this sport is in continuing
progress especially after His Majesty the
Sultan's honor to support it largaely in
order ta let more honorable competitions
opportunities between camels” owners.
His Highness also declared that g new
frack will be established scon and it will
be modem and developed. The great
prominent event is His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos potronage of the camels’' race
in the coming Movember. This patronage
of His Majesty the Sultan is'a great honor
for this tradifional sporf. Moreover, the
parficipation of cur brothers from the UAE
to support the race comes as a part of
the conlinuous cooperation between
the two brotherly countries and a conscl-
idation of the mutual hertage in which
camels race is considered as a stable pil-
lar that gets a generous support and a
strong encouragement cver the official
and the public levelsin the two countries.
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The race included five rounds which were distinguished
with fun, excitement and competition between the partici-
pated camels.

The first round, which was assigned for Al Hajayij was 3km dis-
tance. The first position was taken by [ Ashifa) for
Mohammed bin Hassan Al Aameri from the UAE. [ Jabarh)
for Abdullah bin Harib Al Deri from the Wilayat of Adam got
the second paosition. The third position was for ( Bint Sawaan)
for Saloom bin Al Saeeri Al Wihibi from the Wilayat of Bedivah.

The second round, which was 4km distance was specialized
for (Al Lagaya). The honor of the first position was taken by
(Wadah) for Said Al Genaibi) from the UAE. The camel
(Mayasseh) for Saif bin Salim Al Shabibi from the wilayat of
Mudhaibi came in the second position. (Aseelah) for
Abdullah Al Hagri from the wilayat of Al Gabkel got the third
position.

The third round, which was Skm distance was specialized for
(Al yeda). The camel [ Abaad) for Ali bin Helais Al Afari from
the UAE took the first position. | Salhoodah) for Ali bin
Muhammad had the second position and the third position

was for [ Bediyah) for All bin Muhammad bin Towairish Al

wihibi from the wilayat of Bidiyah.

The fourth round, was ékm distance and it was allocated for

(Al Thanaya). The first winner was ( Mulooh) for Ali bin
Muhammad Al Gunaibi from the UAE while ( Shahed) for
Haomed bin Sultan Al Wihibi from the wilayat of Bidivaoh was
the second winner. The third winner was | Ashrood) for Ali

bin Muslih Al Gabadi from the UAE.

The fifth round, was specialized for | Al Hool) and it was
7km distance. | Athebah) for Issa bin Ali bin Faras Al Atbi
from the UAE achieved the first position while the sec-
ond position was grabbed by [ Al Wafiyah) for the
Royal Camels. (Bashayer) for his Highness Sayyid
Asaad bin Tarig won the third position.

Accompanied Activities

The race accompanied with performing of a group
of Omani folks such as Al razha, Al aazi and Al
ayalah, A bedwin women band from the wilayat
of Adaom parficipated in the activities and
performed o group of Bedwin women folks.
Moreover, the ROP Music parficipated in the
ceremany with wonderful musical phrases.

Comments on the race

His Excellency Dr.Yahya bin Mahfudh al
Munthari, the President of State Council
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At the End of the Horse
Endurance Race, , ,

- (Burkan) Erupts against the
wholer to Grab the First
Position.

- The Second Position was for
(Annasr) and (Arrabih) Won
the Third Position.

Saih Almahamid in the Wilayat of Barka embraced on
Thursday, April 2005 the Annual Final Horse Endurance Race
which was organized by the Omani Equesirians and Camels
Federation within its activities of the sporty season 2004-2005.
The race was presided over by his Highness Sayid Harib bin
Thuwaini bin Shihab Al-Said, the Ministers Councli
Undersecretary Assistant for conferences. It Is attended by a
number of their Highness, their Excellencies, Shaiks, dignatries
and a big number of equestrian sport fans who arrived there
since the early hours of that day's dawn.

K\O 5

The race of the endurance and horsepower char-
acterized with the participation of 34 jockeys
came from different parts of the Sultanate seeking
the contest, the excitement and the first positions.
The weather was cold in the early hours of the
dawn and then started to be hot at the sun-shine
which had a great impact in making the contest
between the participants more exciting. The race
distance was 100 km and was divided into four
stages with a decreasing in the participated hors-
es in each stage due to veterinary examination
which began before the race and after each
stage completion. Each horse was undergone
through o check-up of its heart, body strength
and injury even if it is slight fearing of complica
tions that may affect the horse in the future. Even
the horses which passed the last 10 kilometers of
the race had a veterinary check-up before
declaring the winner. So horses, which armrived first
and went through the check-up successfully,
would be the winner.

when the sun was about to be in the centre of the
sky. the first positions were nearly determinated
after a strong contest, the steed (Burkan) flared up
and grabbed its prize in getting the first position
achieving non-descriptive resulf by virue of is
. jockey Khaleel bin lbrahim Albulushi who guid-

ed the horse with quietness and acceuracy

N ooy from a big fatigue which hit @ big

number of horses due fo the pressure they
, had in the first stages. Burkan which

belongs to Assafa Stables, is ¢ years old
thoroughbred horse. It completed the ace in 10
hours, 47 minutes and so it deserved the assigned
car for the first winner. The steed [(Annasr] which is
owned by Ali bin Yusui Albulushi form the Wilayat
of Barka, gained the second position when it fin-
ished the distance of the race in 10 hours, 51 min-
utes. It was ridden by Mahir Albulushi and won a
cash prize of RO1500. The third position was faken
by (Arrabin) from the Royal Cavalry which was rid-
den by Said bin Ahmed Alhashmi wheni it finished
the race in 11 hours, 23 minutes and got RO 1000.
(Alateed) which was from the Royal Cavalry too
grabbed the fourth position. It was ridden by Essa
bin Esmaeel Albulushi who finished the race in 11
hours, 40 minutes and obtained RO BOO. The fifth
position was gone to the mare | Zahobk] owned By
Ali bin Salib Albulushi from the Wilovat of Barka and
over the mare was Hassan bin Ali Albulushi who fin-
ished the race in 11 hours, 47 minutes to 'win a cash
prize of RO 700. The steed (Alkhataf) from Al-Said
Stables which was ridden by Assawl Mohammiecd
won the sixth position and got RO 600. The seventh
and the last position was for the steed |[Bilal)
owned by Talal bin Qais Alzawawi, Bilal was nidden
by Faisal bin Saud Albulushi and deserved RO 500,

At the end of the race his Highness Sayid Hanb bin
Thuwaini the patronage of the conclusion hand-
ed over the car's key to the first position winner
and the rest winners got cash prizes that were
assigned for them.
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Medical Dmani Terms:

Many definitions and terms that are found in
herbal medicine books deserve to be reviewed:

Al Labkha : It is used to relieve from tumors, to
calm down pains and to transform congestion. A
treatment material is put on a stretched paste
or a piece of { Qamar Al Deen ) or a cioth or a
piece of goat leather. Fore example, cotton seed
cataplasm is made of seeds that are cooked with
water and is put on a cloth and then il is
wrapped over the pain.

Al lasook: It is amid at treating sores, and the
main material used to make a glue is beeswas

and flour paste with palms date honey or yeast °

flour with olive oil and halwa.

Al Marham: [Al Marham ) is an ointment which is
used to treal different skin diseases, wounds
and swellings. Arabs used honey apple in the past
to make an ointment. However, the most famous
pintment is absolutely the honey wax ointment
with oil or sesame oil which is known as the sim-
ple pintment . It can be used direclly or in addi-
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tion to an antiseptic material such as sulfur.

Al Marookh or Adihan: It is like an ointment but it
is put on healthy skin non-suppuration skin . The
skin is rubbed continually to release congestion
from deep to surface in order to activate a weak
organ. Dlive oil is the most important component of
Al Marookh. If 18 g of ammonia is added to a haif
kilo of oil, an ammonia ocintment is made which is
used to rub swelling body areas to relieve the pain.

Al Mughli : It means to dissolve the treatment
material from herbs using hot water. The met-
god of making Al Mughli is to soak the medical
roots or peels in cold water and then put the
mixture on the fire for 18 minutes to boil. After
itis taken out off the fire, it is purified and used.

Al Mashook or Asoot: It is a medical powder given
through nose. The purpose of using it is to agi-
tate mucous membrane to make sneezing or to
stop nosebleed.
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ONE OF THE LARGEST BANANA PLANTATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Traditional herbal medicine in the Sultanate of Oman
has a great popularity and a wide importance by indi-
viduals since the ancient time. This importance has
progressed till today. In the Omani history we can find
bright names in medicine and treatment field such as
Ibin Hashem who is the author of ( Fakahat Ibin
Assabeel ) and Amer bin Massod Al Mantheri who is the
writer of ( Kashf Alassrar Almakhfiya ) and many other
books.

This medical profession was the main way of treatment
as there were no equipped hospitals available as it is
nowadays. Herbal treatment and other
issues have continued side by side with the modern
medicine and so they have become a traditional sign
and a valuable part in the Omani history and knowledge
in searching for treatment for diseases that attack
people. Sometimes they are mistaken and sometimes
they are successful.

Studying this field we can find that perfumery shops
and medical and perfumery herbal selling have spread
in all places in the Sultanate. However, it is observed
that the Omani resorts to take herbs only from a per-
son who knows the herbs and its benefits and is very
famous especially those who succeeded in finding out
cured treatments for many diseases.
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Where else could you be guaranteed
a welcome like this one?

A rich and chequered history. Proud and dignified people. Outstanding natural landscapes from rocky coves
and sandy beaches to lush green mountains. And an underwater world to rival the most popular dive sites.
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S EqWeSTRIan
~ Federation belongs to .the..
_'Ministry of Sport Affairs

“and AI-Hinai is a president

and Eamers

for the temporary com-

An engineer Ali bin Masuod
bin Al Al-Sinaidi, Minister of
Sport Affairs, has declared a
ministerial decision fo form a
temporary _commitiee 1o
handle the affairs of fhe
Equesirian.  and  Camels
Federation. The decision
includes jobs that the com-
mittee will do to run the
works of the federatfion,
preparation for the meeting
of general assembly and the
election of a new adminis-
tfrative council within three
months of its declaration. The
new committee consists of
The President - His Excellency
Rashad bin Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al-Hinai
Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Sport Affairs. Vice-President -
Mohammed bin Said
Almanwari, General Manager
of sport activity. His Excellency
Shaik Hilal bin Said bin Hamdan Al-Hijri, Wali
of the Willayat of Bahla, is a member. Faisal
bin Mahboob bin Hassan Al-Raeesi, General
Manager of the Royal Cavalry is a member.,
Mahmood bin Mohammed bin Abdul-
Rahman, General Manager of the Royal
Camels is a member. Said bin Abdullah bin
said Alrushdi is a member. Ngjivah bint Khalaf
bin Mubarak Alma'waliva is a member.
Mohammed bin Elyas bin Fakheer Albulooshi
General Manger of Administrative and
Financial Affairs is a member. Essa bin Adam
bin Mohammed Alraeesi, a first law
researcher, is a member.
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Far away of expectations and with quietness,
jockey Khamees bin Mohmmed Alrawahi over
the mare (Alwadha']l declared that he
deserves the fitle of the Omani Show jumping
Championship at the end of the third stage.
Zayid bin Shamis Alhashmi over the mare (Hob
Almullok) for AES came the second and the
third winner was Abdullah bin Hamdoon
Alrahbi over the mare (Fizza) form RC. Mansoor
bin Ali Almahroogi over the steed (Fayyadh)
form ROP took the fourth position and the fifth
position was taken by Khamees bin
Mohammed Alrawahi over the mare
(Shamma) from ROP.

Al-Hashmi put an end to the season’s jockey title

Zayid Al-Hashmi terminated the season’s jock-
ey title for him over the mare (Hub Almuliok) for
Al-Hashmi Equestrian School after his record
reached 80 points. His previous record was 72
points before the contest and then he won the
second position on the final day in the 3rd
stage contest. Therefore, he added 8 points in
the total. Talal bin Abbas Al-gjmi over the
mare (Alkhayirah) form RC, was the only com-
petitor of Al-Hashmi but he wasn't lucky to win
the fitle because he only had 45 points and
didn't get a position in the 3rd stage.
Therefore, the way was paved for Al-Hashmi to
get the season's jockey title of 2004-2005 and
he won a cash prize, a watch and a sash.
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Omani Show jumping

Championship

ROP Jockeys Glittered in the
three Stages to Grab the First
Positions

The Royal Oman Police jock-
evys glittered at the end of the
Omani Show jumping
Championship and grabbed
the first positions in the three
stages. Khamees bin
Mohammed Alrawahi over
the mare [Alwadhaa) won
the ftitle of the championship
after a strong and exciting
contest witnessed the third
stage to get the title. In the
first stage, Abdullah bin
Salem Alhabsi over the mare
(Jumana) form ROP, got the
first position and in the sec-
ond stage the winner was
Zaid bin Shamis Alhashmi
over the steed (Ra'd) from
Alhashmi Equestrian School
and this jockey is also one of
the ROP jockeys. The ROP

jockeys had the lion-share of

the first positions af the end of
showjumpimg season 2004-
2005 which was organized by
the Omani Equestrion and
Camel Federation under the
auspices of HE Shaikha Aysha
bint Khalfan bin Jumaiel
Alssivabiya the President of
the Public Authority for Crafts
Industries with accompany of
a number of honorable per-
sonnel and the federation
administration members at
Alanaam equestian track in
Willayat A-Seeb.

18th Aprl was really a sporty
exciting day not because of
the excitemeni, enjoyment
and strength which charac-
terised the horses beautiful
colors, their fitness, strength
and vitality but because of
the jockeys who formed a
mixture of experience and
youth to achieve a forword

position in the three stages.
The excitement was not in
the competition itself
butindrizzles rain  which
formed a nother beauty on
the track ground which was
regarded as a good omen
that the competition’s would
be strong and indeed this
was exactly what happened
in the competition three
stages. Many horses partici-
pated in the competition
represented the Royal
Cavalry, Royal Oman Police,
Oman Royal Guard, Mudraat
Sultan Oman (Shafi), His
Highness 3Sayyid Shabeeb
Stable, Alhashmi Eguestrian
School and Hamas Stable.

First Positions Prizes
Distribution

At the end of the ceremony
HE Shaikha Aysha Dbint
Jumaiel Alssiyabiya who
sponscred the ceremony dis-
tfributed the cups and prizes
to first position winners. In the
first stage, the first winner was
Abdulllah bin Salem Alhabsi
over the mare (Jummana) for
ROP and the second winner
was Zayid bin  Shamis
Alhashmi over the steed
(Almane') form AES. Sayid
Loay bin Galib Aaglsaeed
over the mare (IZaohra) form
Aal-Saeed Stable won the

third position. Khalifa bin*

Masser Almanwar over the
steed (Firnas) form ORG had
the fourth position and the
fifth position was gone for
Saleem bin Hadoob Alhijri
over the steed (Sandeed)
from ROP.

In the second stage, jockey
Zayid bin Shamis Alhashmi
over the steed (Ra'd)

AES won the first position. The
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second position was  for
Omar bin Salmeen Alhiji over
the mare (Enssiyya) from
ROP. Abdullah bin Dhaboon
Alma'mari over the mare
(Aljowza') from REC took the
third position. Sayyid Loay bin
Galib Aaqlsaeed over the
mare (Zumurrada) form
Aalsaeed Stable won the
fourth position and Mattar bin
Hamdan alsaeedi over the
mare (Haniyya) had the fifth

position. '
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Historical

Background

Activities and Participations

- Porticipations _in._national

QCCasIons

1-  Escorting His Majesty's
Motorcade during the cele-
brations of Cman's Fourth
Mational Day in 18th
NMovember 1974.

2- Escorting His Majesty's
Motorcade during the inau-
guration of the Royal Oman
Police Headquarters in 1975.

3- Participating in the Tattoo
Show in celebration of
Oman's fifth National Day.

4- Participating in a show about
the ancient history of Oman
held ot Qurum beach in 1975,

5- Parficipating in the celebrations
of Oman's Seventh National
Day in Salalah in 1977,

&- Participating in the Military
Parade and Tattoo Show car-
ried cut by the Royal Oman
Police at the Police Stadium
in 1978.

7- Participating in the celebra-
tions of Oman's National Day
in 1979,

8- Escorling His Majesty’s motor-
cade during the official inau-
guration of Police Academy
(Sultan Qaboos Acodemy for
Palice Sciences) in Nizwa.

9- Taking part in the Tattoo show
which took place in
Movember 1980 side by side
with horsemen from Royal
Guard of Oman.

10- In 1982, the Division per-
formed equestrian shows in
the presence of the late Sheik
Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa dur-
ing his visit to the Sultanate.

11- A guard of police horsemen
took part in the celebrations of
Oman's National Day in 1982,

12- Participating in the Military
Parade and Tattoo Show
held in 1985.

13- Participating in the Military
Parade, students’ festival and
Tattoo Show held in 1990.

14- Participating in the egquestri-

an festival in celebration of
the late FranAois Mitterrand
visit to the Sultanate in 1992.

15- Parficipating in the military
parade in 1995,

16- Parficipating in the military
parade in 1997,

17- Parficipating in the military
parade and Tatioo Show in
2000,

18- Participating in the Equestrian
and Camel Show in 2001.

Sports Acfivities

It goes without saying that the
Maounted Folice Division plays a
magjor role in prompting equestri-
an activities. In 1978, it started fo
compete with its counterparts
such as the Royal Cavalry and
Royal Guard of Oman in polo
and tent pegging at the divi-
sion's ground in Wattayah.

a- Tent Pegging Skills

The preparation for this team
began toward the end of 1977.
Such skills were introduced into
the sultanate through the Indian
Army which acguired them from
the British Army during the British
occupation of India,

- The first participation with
other teams was in 1978,

- The team won a number of
local and international com-
petitions among which was

the International Tent
Pegaing Competition held in
Indic.

- The team won the Omani
Tent Pegging Competition in
2002/2003.

b- Horse Racing Skills

-The Mounted Police Division
went out of its way to
acquire special horses to be
used for racing. Morecver, a
horse racing feam was
formed and it started its par-
ticipations in 1283.

- The team participated in var-
ious local and international
competitions.

- The team won His Majesty's
Cup for the Royal Horse
Race held annually.

- The team came third in the
Royal Horse Race held in
January 2005.

c- Show Jumping 5kills

In 1974, the Mounted FPolice
Division imported 4 well trained
horses to be used in show jump-

ing.

The team participates in the
local competitions organized by
the Oman Equestian and
Camel Federation along with
other Arab competitions such
as:

a- King Hussein’s Show Jumping
Competition held in Jordan

b- Arabion Show Jumping
Competition held in Lebanon.

c- The Team won the Omani
Show Jumping Competition.

d- Aptitude and Endurance

The team was established in
2000, It coordinotes with the
Oman Equestrian and Camel
Federation in organizing differ-
ent equestrian activities. and
tournaments.

Conclusion

Nowadays, the police mounted
division boasts a number of spe-
cigliesd horses. By the same
token, the equestrians are
armed with knowledge whereby
they discharge their duties effi-
ciently. In a bid to hone their
skills in horse racing, show jump-
ing and tent pegging, they take
local troining courses and are
sent abroad to do courses in
countries such as Ireland, Britain,
France and Australia.
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Che CMounted

Py el Kolice SDivision

Throughout history, Omanis have always been
renowned for their extraordinary skills in horse
riding. As horse breeders, they are second to
none. Thus, a mounted division was established
at the Royal Oman Police in 1973. The
Commissioner for Police then designated a team
of eight police personnel to be trained in all
aspects of horsemanship at the Royal Stables for
four months.
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A Distinguished and Exciting
End of the Competition of
2004-2005 tent-Pegging Season

The end of fenl- pegging compefition of 2004-2005 sporty
secsons was characterized with a sirong contest among the
pariicipants to achieve a forward position. The competition
was orgapized by the Omani Equestrian and Camel
Federalion under the auspices of Shaik Sibai bin Homdan Al
Saidi, Secretary General of Celebrations Committee. The 37
equestions parlicipated in the competition, represented the
Royal Stables, Mudra't Sultan Oman and the Royal Oman
Police. The competition was distinguished with a strong con-
Hest among the padicipants fill the luck smiled to Nasser bin
Saqr Al-Khumaisi over the horse (Tojeli) from the Royal
Cavalry who won the competition’s fitle when he scored 30
paoints. At the end of the:main four rounds. three jockeys got
‘equal results by getting 24 points. The title had been terminat-
‘ed by Al-khumaisi in the fifth mund when he got six fotal
points that qualiﬂed him to win it. The prize of the season's
jockey was presanted to Ahmed bin Issa Al-Bolushi from the
Royal Cavairy by coﬂachng 31 points. as the total outstand-
_Ing of his participation in the current season competitions.

The first position winner Al-Khumnaisi was granted a car, a eup
and a'sash. Waleed bin Mahmmed Al-kahaly from Mudra't
Sultdn Oman got the second position over the haorse | Al-
Abeya). The third position was awarded to Humood bin
Muhrnrh-::d Al-Dughaishi over the horse [ Labeeb) from the
Royal Cavalry. Saeed bin Myhmmad Al-Hadi from Sultan
‘Oman Tanks over the horse [ Shatha) was the fifth winner.
The sixth position from the Royal Cavalry over the horse |
Dhaheera) was taken by Jammel bin Mahmmed Al-Kharogsi.
Talal bin Homed Al-Toobi from the Mudra't Sulian Oman over
the horse (Shamian) tock the seventh position, The eight posi-
1ir;_:_i_'| was for Yusuf. bin Rashid ‘Al-ma'mard from Mudra't Sultian
Oman over the hars.é_ﬁhume&n] . Al bin Salih Al-Bulooshi from
the Eﬁ?ﬂFCﬁvﬂW birér-the horse (Mubahi) gti’t the ninth pc.-.sa'-
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(Almanfadh) is the container of
collected dates and made from
the date-palm tree part which
hold the dates (esq). The (esqg) is

sogoked in water and then

chopped intoc small pieces

which afterwards weaved

together to form a container of
one meter high. This container is
narrowed to become round
and at its top it is tied with four
ropes joined together and tied
again to a long rope that is used
by a farmer when he collects
dates.

(Al mizfan) or adda'n is a pile of
palm branches used fo spread
cates over it to become dry. Itis
also ‘wsed in building houses
called barasti houses. [Almizfan)
is made of palm branches of
removed spines. The branches
are: soaked in the falgj (small
river] for 3 days and then it is
divided info two equal parts. A
number of men gather to tie the
branches together using leaves
until they finish the work forming
Almizfan.

There are other home-made
crafts such as the Almabkharo
which is used to hold clothes
while perfuming them with
Bukhor (burning- perfume makes
smoke). Almabkhara is made of
palm branches of removed
spines. The branches are cut of
and soaked in water to be soff,
Then, they are twisted in a figure
leaving hexagonal holes for
smoke to escape. Four friangle
pieces are formed and com-
bined together. The four pieces
are then fixed in strong four
bases of palm branches and cir-
cles of the same item are tied
around Almabkhara to make it
strong. At the final, it is ready for
using with its pyramidal shape
that sits on four bases raise
above the ground with an open
top.

‘Alhabool or what is called
Alsow' in other parts of the
Sultanate is a strip made of rope
a farmer tie it around his waist to
help climb date palm trees and
protects him from falling down.
Alhabool is made of date palms
ficre which is soaked in water
and dried. The fibre is rubbed
and twisted to make a rope of
20 meters long which s
wrapped with a cloth. The rope
is bent in the middle and both
parts of it are twisted to make a
plait. This plait is tightened more
by inserting some wooden sticks
between its holes. These sticks
are pulled one after another
and so the plait is tightened. A
meter and a half of the plait is
left without being pulled with
sficks. The left side of the plait is
tied with @ rope called (gabt)
and the right side is tied with a
rope called (cssagq). Finally, it is
cleared up.

[Alareesh) Is a summer house
used in the past by Omanis. It is
made of compressed palm
frunks. Alareesh is built first by
digging holes around the select-
ed area which are the founda-
fions. Tree frunks are fixed in the
holes and joined by Adda'n [ o
large piece made of palm
branches) which form the house
wall. Adda'n is also used as g
ceiling for Alareesh.

Altabl (a drum) is mainly made
of a tree called (assidrah).
About one and a half meter of
this tree trunk is cut. First, it is
cleared up form dirt and then it
is hollowed to form a cylindrical
shape. After that, it is dried
under the sun for a week. Later,
it is polished with oil to become
brown. Skin of an animal called
{Ashin) is put over the drum hole
and tightened with ropes.
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O 1-"1;_(,] inal and Creative Omani Handicra ;Lrs

The journey into the creative
handicrafts made by Omanis,
needs much search. Thus, we
specify this space in the first issue
to talk about the traditional
handicrafts which spread in the
Musandam Govermnarate specif-
ically making the efforfs fo seek
for the rest of other handicrafts
found in different parts of the
Sultanate.

[Assuffa) is.a woven palm leaves
is a Beduin wormen craft. This is
how it is made: First, leaves are
washed and chopped. Then.
they are colored with different
colors. After that, they are putin
the water to make them soft, so
they can be plaited. Women
plait some braids from these
leaves and make them infe a
long strip. Unnecessary parts are
cut .up to make [suffa) in order
to be ready for using in many
things such as baskets, fans,
mats efc.

[Alhaseer) is the mat which is
made of (Assuffa) and this is
how 1t is made. First, about 20
meters of [Assuffa) are put in the
water to be soft - and easy for
weaving. With a needle and a
thread, woman starts to weave
Assuffa as a first step. Then, the
woman puts the woven leaves
between her legs and joins the
ends of the strip together. The
process continues fill the 20
meters are joined and

&k@ &

Many beautiful handicrafts'are made of palm leaves. Assufa {a woven
palm leaves) Is a first step to a lot of handicrafts made of palm leaves.

In Oman, there are variation of handicrafts which form a glorious civi-
lized inheritance and perhaps most of them rely on a date palm tree
and its parts.

Mecessity is the mother of invention- as known since a long lime-
necessity to life has pushed Omanis to invest the surrounded environ-
ment's items and changed them into tools used in their daily life. Thus,
these handicrafts have made widespread markets everywhere and
beside those who use and keep these handicrafts, there are skillful
craftsmen and craffswomen, sellers, buyers and shops that display what
Omani needs of such handicrafis.

then cut in linear with a knife.
The end of Assuffa is bent and
the mat edges are sewn with a
thread and a needle. Finally, it is

cleaned out of dirt and can be
Making

laid on the floor.
alhaseer takes about a week,

(Assorood) (food- mat) are a
round mats used as food-mat.
They are made of Assuffa which
is woven in a round shape. The
size of Assard is deftermined by
its purpose. They are two sizes of
assorcod ;. 15 meters or 30
meters. Assorood are made fo
be used as food-maots or as @
piece of furniture for homes
enferance decorafion.

[Alkhasaf) is dates storing con-
tainer and made of Asuffa
which is made of palm leavesin
a strip shape: Asuffa of 8 meters
long is taken and moisten with
water to be soft and easy for
sewing. Then; asuffa’s edges are
bent in the intended size and
weaved in a cylinder shape.
Alkhasf is ready for dates storing
when ifs exfra parts are cuf up.

(Alkhafeer) is the bosket which is
made of palm leaves and used
by fishermen to carry their fish in.
It is also used for carmying dates
by farmers and for carrying
goods. Alkhafeer is made of
Asuffa of 4 cm wide. First,
Albadwa (the start) is

Asuffa and it is the foundation of
Alkhafeer. Then, Asuffa s
weaved in a circular shape up
to 1 meter high. After that, two
handles are fixed in both sides of
Alkhaferr so it is easy to be car-
ried. If it is higher than 1 meter, it
is called "Mizmah.

Alkhahfiya (Alkhumma) is the
cap which is made of date
palm leaves. Mothers make it to
protect their children's head
from sun heat. It is mainly used in
special occasions such as Eids.
The craftswomen work skillfully
when doing this craff because it
is part of dressing. Palm leaves
are used here and first they are
chopped into small pieces.
Then. it is colored and weaved
up together in a round shape.

(Almikab or Almikaba) is a
pyramidal food cover made of
palm leaves. Itis used fo protect
food from insects, Craftswomen
first take palm leaves from the
upper part of the date palm
tree called Alkalb (the heart).
Then, the leaves are cut info
pieces and colored. The waork
starts with a piece of green
leave called [alagama) which
forms the top of Almikab. From
this piece of leave, the weaving
starts in a pyramidal way. At the
top, a short stick is put as a base.

made by sewing

e
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Balushi, The second position
was taken by the steed [ Al

The race consisted of five rounds
where the first one was assigned

steed [(Arabeyan) ridden by
Bader bin Muhammad Al Hagri

LN

EINAISHORSEIRACE

for the purebred Arabian horses
for 1100 m distance and the sec-
ond one was assigned for thor-
oughbred horses over 1600 m
distance. The third round was for
the purebred Arabian horses
which had won in the wilayats
for 14600m distance and the
fourth round was also for pure-
bred Arabian horses with the
similar distance. The fifth round
wicts for horse-cars for 2000 m dis-
tance. Among the race rounds
which were characterized with
strong contest between the
jockeys, some entertaining
acfivities were performed.

In the first round that was
assigned for purebred Arabian
horses of 1100 m distance with
nine participants, the mare
(Mitahl) had the first position
and it was ridden by Said bin
Bati Albadi from the Royal
Cavalry and in the second posk-
fion come the mare (Narjas) rid-
den by Elizobeen Gareel from
the Raoyal Cavalry. The third posi-
tion was taken by the mare
[Athawara) from the Royal
Cavalry and on its horseback
was Hamed bin Mubarak
Alwuhaibi. The mare [Hiba) from
the Royal Cavalry was in the
fourth position and was ridden
by Waleed bin Mohammed
Alyahyae,

In the second round which
was specialized for thor-
ocughbred horses in a dis-
tance of 1600 m, the
mare | Mateligh) which

was ridden by Ahmed

bin Saif Al Huthrami

from the Royal
Cavalry took the first
position and  the

second position was
taken by the mare |
Saedah) ridden by

Muhommad bin
Hilal Al Busaedi from
the Royal Cavalry.
While in the third
position came the

and its owner is Sheik Saif bin
Hamyer Al Malik Al Shehi and
the fourth position was for the
mare | Shagra) from the Royal
Cavalry ridden by Fahad bin
Saud Al Balushi. In this round ten
jockeys participated.

In the third position that was
assigned for the Arabian pure-
bred horses in g distance of
1600m;, the steed ( Wald fayer)
ridden by Abdullah bin Thabit Al
Hagri was able fo achieve the
position and it is owned by
Muhammad bin Muhabub
Hashmani. The second position
wias taken by the mare [ Kayed)
which was ridden by Homood
bin Saif Al Ragadi and owned by
Sheik Ali bin Musabeh Al
Ma'man. The steed | Salool] for
Muhammad bin  Muhboob
Hashmani got the third position
while the mare ( Harmony)
which was ridden by Yaseer bin
Hamood Al Kindi and owned by
Saood bin Hamed Azakwani got
the fourth. This round witnessed a
participation of eleven jockeys.

While the fourth round witnessed
a strong contest between the
eight jockeys who participated
in the round that was special-
ized for the Arabian
purebred horses in the E£F
Royal Cavalry. The y
four positions came

as the following: in

the first position

‘the mare

kaseeh) ridden by Said bin Bati
Al Badi. The mare [Seebaq) rid-
den by Rashid bin Salim Al Badri
got the third position and the
fourth was for (Herz) ridden by
Marhood bin Said Al Hajeri.

The fourth round had a special
color and a different kind con-
test in which experience and skill
were used simultaneously . It is
harness horse race where seven
jockeys participated all of them
were frorn the Royal Cavalry.
The mare ( Tahfh) ridden by
Masser bin Muftah Al Ruhbi
achieved the first position and
the mare ([Narjas) ridden by
Hamed bin Said Al Hajeri got the
second. While the third position
was taken by the mare ( Hana)
ridden by Hamood bin Hamed
Al Qutaiti.

Horse races are always accom-
panied with interesting and dis-
tinguishing activities  which
focus on horse arts and skills. The
four rounds were intervened
with displaying of harness horse
art, horsemanship arts, horses
circus, tent-picking. (Al Arthah)
race and a showing round race
for children on ponies. These
shows were displayed by the
Royal Cavalry jockeys.
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| Abdullah bin Shambaih
Albulooshi
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18%2,
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Assayel Unveils the Age-
Harvest of a Long-Lived Man
Abdullah  bin Shambaih
Albulooshi

On this 1st issue of Assayel, we
will have an interesting, memo-
rable and lovely talk with the
long-lived man Abdullah
Albulooshi. We will drink up fra-
grant and wisdom from an
experienced man who has lived
with old and new generations.
We will also pick up some flour-
ishing flowers of the past's
breeze and today's perfume.
Let us open a book with him full
of achievements and struggles .
Let us browse through the history
with the long-lived Abdullah
Albulooshi.

Travels and Journeys

Abdullah Albulooshi narrated to
his story with traveling. whereas
his first journey was from Oman
to Iraq and he was only 14 years
old. Affterwards, he fraveled fo
Adan, Almukala, Mangore,
Bigore, Mumbasa, ZIanzibar,
Tanga, Gana, Mumbai and
Karachi, He was always fravel-
ing in the sea using sailing ships
which were sailing from the city
of Sur in Alshargiva Region.
These ships caried dates and
fish from Oman and on their way
back to Oman brought spices
and tea. Albulooshi said that he
worked as a seaman in these
ships which taught him to be
patience and hard working.
Moreover, he learned from his
joumeys, other people's cus-
toms and habits and making
friends from different countries.
Atfivat Alrahman, Gad Alkareem
and Assab' were the most
famous ships Abdullah
Albulooshi traveled in.

Firdhat Alkhadhra ( his village)

The old man  Abdullah
Albulooshi spoke about his work
in Oman which lasted for 24
years. Firdhat aAlkhadhra in

Willayat of Alsuwaigq was a port
for the ships which were coming
from Iran carrying gas and diesel
and shipping back wood.
Albulooshi worked as a watch-
man in the port,

A strong Relationship with
Camels

After he seftfled in Oman,
Albulooshi directed his attenfion
to camels and established a
strong relation with them so that
they accompanied him in his
departs and arrivals. He also
took part in camel races which
had been organized in different
occasions, He traded in camels
in Gulf countries especially
Qatar and the UAE .Joday he
stil owns eight of original
camels,

Omani Folks

Albulooshi told us that with his
friends during Eids and wed-

Woman's Role

Woman at the time of Abdullah
Albulooshi helped man in culti-
vation and grazing. This was in
addition to her primary job rep-
resented in raising children.

Learning the Holy Qura’'n

Albuloocshi learmed the Holy
Qura'n in his viloge Dhayan
when he was 10 years old by the
teacher Nasser bin Said Allbahri
and Jabir Alya'rubi with a group
of his friends who had passed
away,

Wisdom

We asked the long-lived man
Abdullah Albulooshi about the
secret of being healthy despite
his oldness and said with a smile
full of life wisdom that ‘health is
a crown on healthy people
heads." He stressed that this is
because he only takes fresh

food represented in camels’

dings, wearing g

Omani  khnjars, milk and meat of goafs,
most fIMous -g added that he doesn't
which  were | and thanks God for that.
alrazha, .

algasafi, al-

lal, alyoyo

and almi-

dan.
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His Hihness Sayyid Loay bin Galib
Al-Said has stepped his first infernation-
al steps successfully in the races of
endurance and horse- power and 5o
Omani endurance and horse-power
races has stepped its international
steps too. This happened when Sayyid
Loay participated in the tenth
International Championship of
endurance and horse- power races
that was held in the UAE on last 27
January in the Dubai International City
of endurance and horse-power
races in Saih Al-Silm. Despite his
first participation, Sayyid Loay
grabbed the 20th position from

186 participants of 42 countries

from different world confi-
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However. the person who
knows the comrect shape
L of the coins is considered
Ya winner and ‘gets the

Ti‘ﬁﬂ?m: ‘open game regarding
the number of players. If
depends an the participant's
intuition and imagination of
what the player's hand hides
who holds a silver coin. He
throws it up in the air and col-
lects it in his hands asking: 'Is it a
line or a symbol. The line means
a sentence written on fhe coin's
face however the symbol
means the Sulfanaie’s emblem
engraved on the second face.
The  player who' Is mistaken in
assuming the shape of the
coin's face in

each throw
is the
loser.

Al-Habel

This game depends on the phys-
ical strength of the players and
starts with bringing a strong rope
and other three strong ropes are
fastened in iis end. Their edges
are buried in the court ground.

Cne of the players sits on the
buried edge of therope and the
second team tries to attack him
in order to take cut the rope or
fall him down. Another defend-
er from the same team stops the
forwards and drives them away.
The combat continues fill the for-
ward fails and his colleague
who is sitting on the rope is tum-
bled,

Ghamouvutheia

It Is'extremely funny game the
players are divided into two
tecams: a closed eyes team and
a hidden team. If starfs with the
first team playvers who close their
eves at a specific point whereas
the members of the second
team quickly hide them-
selves before the eyes of
the opponeni team are
opened. Affer hiding,
the search journey for
the hidden

t e am g
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-
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starts which chooses far and dif-
ficult places fearing of being
encountered.

One of the game conditions is
that hidden place must be
unknown during the seeking for
a place otherwise the team
considered loser and out of the
game. The game conlinues like-
wise until time is cver. The game
ends by finding the hidden team
or the hidden team declared
winner when the seeking action
fails.

Alhawalis

Two players only pariicipate in
Alhawalis game. It is a skefch on
the land consisting of 25 holes
distributed on 5 lines and each
line has five holes.. In each hole
hwo seqa shells are put and after
disfribution is. completed. maov-
ing and winning or losing action
starts. The winner is the person
who is able to collect a large
number of the shells in accor-
dance to a specific way known
by Alhawalis players.
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%l’radiﬁonal Omani Gamec

Rec ils an xeltln n eac

In the Sultanaie, a2 number of fradifional games are practiced
and today they might not be known by many people because of
the spread of the modern games which aave become more
famous and public than the traditional games in the whole world.

it is very necessary that the young generation have a conneciion
with its heritage and authenticity. From this issue, we will shed
alight on a number of the Omani iraditional games in order o
unveil how they are played and what of excitement and enfer-
tainment they have.

1. Al'latag

It'is consisted of two teams and

each team's number doesnit
extend to more than six mem-
bers. When the game starts,
players rctise back their right legs
and hold them with their left
hands as well as their encounter
competitors, They keep defend-
ing on one leg and there is g line
between them in the ground
where they compete. |If one
player falls down, the second
must replace him. After all play-
ers finish and fall down each
other. they game is over.

2. Altoofah

Altoofah is a ball mode of a
cloth filled with another cloth or
straw and it is rounded until it
becomes as a ball shape.

It s consisted of two teams which

are a defending team and on Wooden piece orapilarbeforeit the players. It

attacking

using a racket known [Algub)
maode of date palms branches.
The team should be ready to. pick
up the ball by the racket. When
one of the players succeeds in
that, he runs quickly to the oppo-

In this game many exciting sur-
prises happen especially in the
time after the ball or Atoafah is
hit. While the player is running
cuickly towards the specific
point known as Almahoob or
Almahab' in order to be safe of
being hit, he tumbles before
reaching the specific point and
so is exposed for hitling and kick-
ing out of the game.

3. Asoulh

it is a piece of solid wood five
cenfimeters length. The game is
made up of two encountering
teams. It starfs when one of the
team’s member holds the Asoulh
and hits it by the wooden racket.
it flies into the air towards the sec-
ond team and the members of
the encountering feam gquickly
run to Asoulh trying hardly to drive
it back by knocking it with a

falls on the earth and because

the first round of the mafch. Thisis
similar so to penalty kicks in foot-
ball that the second fteam is
given a new chance in order 1o
prove thelr competence and be
able ta win,

4. Algwaizh

Ghawaizah is a gogme consisted
of two teams. It begins with dig-
aing a small hole in a salid land
and players bring some silver
coins and stand 4 meters away
from the hole. One after anoth-
er. they try to throw the silver
coins info the hole, The victoris
the person who is able fo fhrow
directly the coins info the hole
and the prize is the coins that he
achieved.

This game depends on the play-
ers' skillfulness and ability in scor-
ing goals, and the game arbitra-
toris observation on presuming
the distance and coinsi falling in
the hole.

Al-Mousarhs or Wrestling

Wrestling starts in an open ring
with a line on the earth divides

a skirmish and defending style
and uwsually has inferaction.
Each player sends direclly o
punch fo the opponent in order
to fall him down in the place
where he stands and sc he

site direction in order not be hit by Because this game is very dan- declares his tiumph and winning.

the ball and looses the game.
The place which is reached by
the player is called [Almahoob).
The game contfinues likewise
andthe winning team is the one
which is able to hit a large num-
ber of the opposite team players
and kick it out.

gerous, children are not allowed
to practice itor even to attend it
And if they attend, they have to
stay far away because it is afraid
that the Saoculh might hit their
eves or faces, and even the old
people play it very cautiously.

The game continues for six
rounds according to the num-
ber of the competitors.. The
game is overwhelmed with the
sense of humor and viclence at
the same time. There are fans
whao rise their voices baocking up
one team to victor and win.
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In the time of scientific specialisation, cultural
unigueness and in a world that goes a long with
continuous knowledge explosion, registering fast
events and achievements in different life fields;
scientific, social, cultural, sport and art -in all
these changes- we as a great nation must take
care of our national heritage and cultural wealth.
From this pure land surface the smell of heritage
spread over the glory of forts which refused
bending to the time and so they are a novel in
which Omani bravery was written on their rocks.
In the midst of dreams that are planned to be
achieved and with the determination of the
young Omani promising pens which have the
desire to act in front of the country since birth, we
put between your hands the first issue of Assayel
magazine as a specialized magazine in heritage
and totally produced by an Omani loyal cadre.
Assayel means the solid identity of the Omani
individual's proudness in his heritage, culture,
customs, habits, folks and famous traditional
sports such as horses and camels racing. we
derive our determination from His Majesty the
Sultan's directives God saved Him- who gives
the Omani heritage and culture his consideration
and grants youth his confidence and therefore
the year of youth and the year of heritage were
blessed gifts from him. So, Assyel with its Omani
enthusiastic pens has come as a respond to His
Majesty’s calls for youth in the country national
occasions. Hoping that this issue will be a good
indication for the next issues and the resident
and tourist find their objectives here.
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