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23rd of July

There is nothing wonderful than living with the happy mo-
ments of our country like this day when Oman had wit-
nessed the light of the new happy life. On this day the
sun shined all over the couniry to spread peace, safety and
love among all the people of Oman. It is the day where a
new dawn of giving raised and the day which had carmied
the willingness of the Omani people for a prosperous and
a better life.

Blessings and advantages fall over the whole parts of the
country and in all aspects of life. These are the generous
giving of HM the Sultan - may Allah protect him - the man
who came over the throne on this day to announce with
greal capability and determination his blessed reign. The
Omani people are utilizing its advantages till today. Talking
about HM personality is talking about a unigue character
of humanity, justice, equality and peace which is reflected
not only in the happy life of Omani people but in the other
regions as well. He is the man who holds the soul of human-
ity and he is the father. the leader and the teacher. He is the
man who upgraded his country to the levels of indignity
and highness. He kept his people away from conflicts, dis-
persion and destruction and instead he united them under
one big umbrella of the big country with one heart and one
national soul.

Dhaofar's Festival; Green Plains

During the monsoon, the southern governorate Dhofar wit-
nesses many tourist activities under the sprays of rain and
a breeze of healthy air. Many Omani families and other
families from Gulf and Arab countries gather there to enjoy
the wonderful weather. Among this gathering, the Omani
Equestrian Federation also registers iis presence through
the annual equestrian activities which gets a strong wel-
coming from those who are interested in equestrian sports
and from the fans. The cameras of the visitors are getting
ready to register the most beautiful snapshots of our jock-
eys in a show of brighiness and creativity.

Finally
We praise all successes of this country and pray to almighty

Allah to help every Omani to achieve his ambition and ev-
ery vear all of us and our well-beloved Sultan are fine.
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Jewel of Muscat received a special ceremony to bid farewell in the port of Galle, Sri Lanka, in the pres-
ence of a number of senior officials, while the band of Sri Lankan navy played beautiful songs on the
occasion of the ship setting out the journey to Singapore in its third stage, which will include a stop
in the city of George Talon in Malaysia. The crew waved their hands to the masses while the Jewel of
Muscat made her way towards the sea to face the most difficult and challenging stage of crossing the
Bay of Bengal at the mercy of the monsoon. The ship's captain and the crew enjoyed the stay for four
weeks in the Port of Galle where they were warmly welcomed by the Muslim community and the local
people. During her stay in Sri Lanka, the masts of the Jewel of Muscat were replaced as the original
ones suffered from damages due to a severe storm that stroke between Cochin and Galle. After a long
search in all the parts of Sri Lanka, two trees of teak with a suitable length for the manufacture of the
new masts were found, Specialists cut the timber and installed the masts. The final maintenance work
was completed the day before the scheduled date to set off from Sri Lanka.

HH Sayid Harib bin Thuwaini Al-Said gave a
speech on this occasion saying “HM the Sultan
has honored me to represent him in the welcom-
ing of the ship ‘Muscat Jewel” and to present it
as a gift 1o the people of Singapore.” He added,
the history had witnessed Omani people sailing
across the world from the Eastern parts to the
Western parts spreading Islamic Civilization
where they settled or their ships were anchored.
They also contributed in transterring the Arabic
Culture to other countries and on contrary trans-
ferred these countries cultures. History also
had witnessed the contribution of the famous
Omani sailor Ahmed bin Majid | seafaring and
Imam Ahmed bin Said who reached America
in the 16th century and many other Omani sail-
ors. After 20 vears of the “*Sohar” ship sailing
to Canton in China, today another Omani ship
is sailing to Singapore which proves the capa-
bility of the Omani people sailing on the seas
and oceans. The sailing of the ship also proves
the ancient voyages of Omani sailors to the far
eastern parts of Asia for the purpose of trad-
ing. “Muscat Jewel” ship is really an ancient
voyage which is made in an Omani way and
its sailing from Muscat to Singapore is a secret
only known by Omani people and its story is
one of the oldest daily sailing stories of our an-
cestors who had used winds and stars in their
voyages.

It is worth mentioning that the jewel has no engine to push it forward, so it depends on the sails and the
momentum of the wind. While the work of preparing the masts continued after finding the appropriate
trees, the rest of the crew prepared new sails for the jewel made of palm’s wicker to replace the old sails
that pushed the Jewel during her journey to Sri Lanka. The new sails keep the nature and originality of
the jewel and reflect the nature of the sails that were prevalent in the 9th Century AD. For the purpose
of historical research, the crew will depend on the use of the sails made of palm’s wicker to examine the
durability and resilience during the rest of the journey.

The Sultanate’s Ambassador to Sri Lanka and the captain of the ship presented two trees of teak to com-
mander Berara from the Sri Lankan navy in compensation of the trees which were cut off to supply the
ship with new sails, The Jewel of Muscat sailed across the Bay of Bengal on its way to its new destina-
tion and the third leg in the port of George Town in Malaysia. With her arrival, a ceremony of official
reception was held as the crew was received by His Excellency Ambassador Aflah bin Sulaiman Al-Tai,
the Sultanate’s Ambassador to Malaysia, Her Excellency Oitha Bint Sultan Al-Moghairi, Head of the
Office of the Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Chairperson of the Working Group
of “Jewel of Muscat™ Project, and many Malaysian officials. Then the traditional Malaysian bands sang
a variety of the traditional songs to welcome the crew. Gifts and cables were also exchanged between
the Omani and the Malaysian sides. A few days later, the Jewel of Muscat sailed from the port of George
Town in Penang to start the fourth round of its journey to Singapore.
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After great efforts from Omani sailors, Muscat Jewel has arrived to its final destination, Keppel Bay Port in
Singapore. The Singaporean government made an official welcoming for the ship and its crew where HH Si-
laban Ramanathan, the president of Singapore was on the top of'the welcoming people with HH Sayid Harib

bin Thuwaini Al-Said, HM representative in the welcoming ceremony and his companions.

The ship had entered the port decorated with the flags of the Sultanate and Singapore on top of its mast and
with the flags on the sides of other participated countries on this project like: India, Sri Lanka, Britain, Aus-
tralia, Italy and Malaysia. The ship was presented to the people of Singapore as a gift from the Sultanate to
express the strong and old relationship between the two nations which goes back to thousand years ago. HH
Silaban Ramanathan, the president of Singapore in his presented speech had expressed his great thankful on
behalf of the people of Singapore to HM the Sultan and the people of Oman for the valuable gifis and said:
“Jewel of Muscat will be a historical unique mark which expresses the great relationship between Oman and
Singapore. Moreover, it is a symbol for the renovation of historical ties between the Middle-East and Asia. 1
wish more cooperation between the two countries which benefits the people of the two nations.™
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Trr FIRST FOLKLORE FESTIVAL

-

tional folk performances, 1.e. Al-Razha
and Al-Azi. It was under the patronage
of his Excellency Abdullah bin Hamed
Al-Busaidi, the president of the Finan-
cial Supervision System of the country,
and in the presence of a number of their
Highnesses and Excellencies. Many
others who were interested in folk arts
or in the bands participated and attend-
ed in the main hall of the Sultan Qa-
boos Sports Center at Boshar.

The finalists were nine bands that have
competed and performed folk arts for
three days, namely: "Al-Bashaier",
"MNejoom Jaalan Bani Bo Al", "Al
Nahdah", "Bashaier Al Kair", "lzki",
"Al Break", "Al-Futooh", "Al Saifah"
and "Wabel".

he first Folklore Festival,
organized by Heritage
and Cultural Ministry,
has been launched for five
days and displayed tradi-

the First,
the Second,
F the Third.

" Distinguished closiiig for the first Folk Arts Festival.

The First Evening

The first night of the festival witnessed an exciting competition between two types of folk arts: Al-
Razha and Al-Azi. The participated bands were: "Al-Bashaier”" from Al-Suwaiq, "Nejoom Jaalan Bani
Bo Ali", "Al Nahdah" from Boshar. Their rhymed songs and performances with sword rejoiced the
patronage of His Excellency Said bin Ebraheem bin Saud Al-Busaidi the Vice-President of Dhofar
Governorate. The attendants included a number of distinguished guests.

The Second Evening

"Bashaier Al Kair", "lzki" and "Al Break" brightened the second night that was under the patronage
of his Excellency Dr. Hamed bin Mohammed Al-Dhoyani, the head of the National Public Documents
and Manuscripts. A number of illustrious guests attended that night, besides some audience who were
interested and participated. After reaching the finale, the three bands. from different places in Oman,
performed their traditional songs and dances of both Al-Razha and Al-Azi in thirty minutes each.

The Third Evening

His Excellency Ahmed bin Rashed Al Ma'amari, the Undersecretary of the Social Development Min-
istry, was the patronage of the third night. The three remaining bands: "Al-Futooh" from Ja'alan Bani
Bo Hasan, "Al Saifah" from Muscat and "Wabel" from Al Rustaq performed under the same art types
and the same conditions.

The Folk Culture and Development

This festival was accompanied by a symposium in which Dr. Ayda Al-Neblawi, from SQU college of
Arts and Social Sciences, presented a paper titled "The folk culture and development". Mohammed Al-
Shohri also participated and discussed his paper on "Folk legacy and his role in preserving culture" and
he related his paper with the reality of that culture. Ultimately, the poet Khamis Al-Muweti presented
his paper on "Omani Folk Arts. an example of Al Razha".

Closing Ceremony

"Bashaier Al Kair", "Al-Futooh" and "Al-Bashaier", "Shabab Jaalan", successively, won the three hon-
our rewards in the closing ceremony of the Folk Arts Festival-Al-Razha and Al-Azi. His Highness
Fatek bin Fahar Al Said, the General Secretary of the Heritage and Cultural Ministry rewarded the top
three bands in the hockey playground at Sultan Qaboos Sports Center in Boshar.

Results and Rewards

"Bashaier Al Kaur" ranked the first and won RO, 5000, "Al-Futooh” won RO. 4000 and finally 3000
RO. went to "Shabab Jaalan".

Fatek bin Fahar said: "The festival emphasizes the importance of preserving the legacy and contribut-
ing to develop it".

His Highness stressed the importance of retrieving our deep rooted legacy that in a way makes our
country unique. The new generations should keep their heritage and practice the folk arts with their
new style that brings the past and the present together. His highness urged the youth to perform the old
songs, dances and arts. This festival called the attention of two types of arts: Al-Razha and Al-Azi but
the coming future will be centered on another types.
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Al-Saidi: WE HAVE SEEN PROMISING OMANI RIDERS WHO PERFORMED INTERESTING
PRESENTATION.

S H O\/\/‘}r L[ A'ﬁl P I N G HAMMOUD AL-TOUQI CROWNED AS THE RIDER OF THE SEASON.
Conclusion of _ - : . : :

AS THE PROMISING RIDER, ZAID AL-WATI AS THE YOUNGEST RID

1PE I " l IONS ER., AND ! AN AL-TOUQI AS THE BEST RIDER.
- 1\/ for season 2009/2010

HE Dr. Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Saidi. Minister of Health patronized the conclusion of show jumping
competitions for the season 2009/2010, which was organized by Omani Equestrian Federation in AI-Rah%::a
Farm over two consecutive days with the participation of 70 riders from different military equestrian units
and private stables. The competition included four groups, group (b), group (c), and group (d). in addition
to a group for beginners.

Group (c)

16 competitors participated in group (c). Khalid Bin Dar-
wish Al-Subhi won first place on horse Roxana of the
Royal Cavalry, the female rider Nadia Marciano came
in second place on horse Lisa from Stables of Sultan bin
Hamoud Al-Tougi and Knight Sultan bin Hamoud Tougi
horse Victor Sultan of stables Touqi came in third place.

Group (b)

Group (b) concluded the competition with a participa-
tion of three riders. The rider Hamoud bin Sultan Al-
Touqi clinched first place in all the merit on the horse
Ocean DE Otis from the stables of Sultan bin Hamoud
Al-Touqi, the rider Khalid Bin Darwish Al-Subhi came
in second place on the horse Shakira from the Royal Cav-
alry, while third place was awarded to the rider Khamis
bin Mohammed Al-Rawahi on the horse Waddah from
the Mounted Police Unit,

At the end of the competition, HE Patron of the event
crowned the champions of the four groups and honored
the riders who won the first places. Furthermore, the
Jockey His Highness Sayyid Ali bin Ghalib Al Said rep-
resenting the Al-Said Stables was crowned as the best
promising young rider for this season. The jockey Zaid
bin Ali from Al-Kurm Equestrian School was given the
title “Youngest Rider”. The jockey Sultan bin Hamoud
Al-Touqi from Sultan Al-Touqi stables was awarded the
title “The Best Young Rider”. The title Rider of the Sea-
son was retained for the fourth consecutive year by the
rider Hamoud bin Sultan Al-Tougqi from Sultan Al-Tougi
stables. Then, the Chairman of the Omani Equestrian

Beginners Group Federation presented a memorial gift to His Excellency
The competition between members of the beginners group started with a participation of 18 riders. The patron of the Event.
rider Madeen bin Saeed Al-Yousfi won the first place on horse Al-Saad of the Royal Cavalry, the rider
Zaid bin Ali Al-Wati won the second place on horse Wadha from Al-Kurm Equestrian School and Mo- His Excellency Dr. Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Saidi,
hammed bin Khamis Al-Yousfi won the third place mounting Mervet horse of the Royal Cavalry. Minister of Health, patron of the competition said: I had
Group (d) great pridn._r and honor L::-_patrcmizc Ih_t: ceremony of Con-
31 riders participated in group (d) Mazen bin Saced Al-Yousfi finished in first place riding Al-Galiah clusion of Barrier Jumping Competitions for the season
horse of the Royal Cavalry, while His Highness Sayyid Ali bin Ghalib Al Said won second place mount- 2009/2010. We saw promising Omani cadre that per-
ing Zumarada horse from Al Said stables. The female rider Layla Ajaz came in third place on Hercules formed interesting presentations through the fair compe-
. horse from the Alkurm Equestrian School. titions of the different groups. I wish them good luck and
o 3 success in local, regional and international competitions.
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Traditional horse sports
The horsemen presented a beautiful show by entering the display dais in
an organized display of horse march in addition to Tuhreeb and Rakhda
Ardha. They showed great skills that attracted the audiences by standing
on horseback creatively which shows capabilities of the Omani horsemen
in dealing with horse and practicing of various equestrian arts.
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Horsemen of skills

Sultan Cavalry Armored Forces of Oman participated by their skilled
team who presented distinguished shows on horse backs through holding
horse saddle by one hand, descending by the other at a time and some-
times touching the ground.
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The horsemen of the Wilayats

From Al Qurum Equestrian School, Ahmed Haddabi presented a show in
Sword-Pegging. Such things proved the Federation’s keenness to spread
this sport among the private schools and the horsemen of the Wilayats.
Also Tent-Pegging horsemen performed creative skills by cutting small
lemon and pegging of fixed tent by sword as well as pegging of small
rings.

The chief guest congratulated all horsemen for their great results in Tent- §
Pegging during this season. He said that by watching such activities, he
noticed great progress on Authorities, club and also on the individual lev-
els as the technical progress witnessed among the locals. He also said that @28
the Sultanate hosts the Beach Asian Tournament in upcoming December. 5§
He finally said that he wishes all the horsemen further progress and suc-
cess.
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CONCLUSION OF
[ T-PEGGING COM-

PETITION FOR THE

ASON 2009/2010

The Royal Cavalry Crown cups authorities
and Hilal Al Balushi, the hero of the season

On behalf of His Excellency Eng. Ali bin Masoud Al
Sunaidi, Minister of Sports Affairs, His Excellency
Sheikh Rashad bin Mohammed Al Hinai, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Sport Affairs presided
over conclusion of Tent- Pegging competition at Al
Rahba Racetrack in the Wilayat of Barka. 37 horse-
men took part from different governmental Cavalry
bodies. The competition comprised of 4 rounds, the
first round was for tent-sword and the second round
was Javelin Throw. The third round was of two
lemons and Tent-Sword while the fourth round was
for two rings and Tent-sword, The first round was
achieved by Nasser Al Khameesi on Waed against
82 point. The second place went to Nasser Al Siabi
on Dahma while third place was for Hilal Al Balushi
riding Zamil. The fourth place was acquired by Ali
Al Balushi riding Jaddar from Royal Cavalry. Yousef
Mamary came in fifth place riding Sabika. The tile of
the horseman season was crowned to Hilal Al Bal-
ushi with a record of 674.5 points. The cup of gov-
ernment authorities for the season 2009/2020 was
crowned for Royal Cavalry.
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The first day

A show of Allakad and Alhami games were conducted with the participation of a number of
players of Omani team. After that, all participating countries presented their sports and Oman
introduced Alyious and stones knocking games.

The second day

The Kuwaiti delegation presented its games, then the other Arab delegations introduced their
traditional games and they shared them together. Speed team associated with the Arab Union of
speed ball presented a show.

The third day

A workshop was held on Traditional Sports at Sur Hotel Plaza. The Omani team explained four
sports: Alqurai, As'syaid, Alyious and Al'lakad. The workshop concluded to determine an ap-
pointment of gathering the heads of the delegations to come up with the recommendations which
would be submitted to the organizing committee of the festival then to the General Technical
Security of the Arab League. These Recommendations would focus on conducting such festivals
and adapting two sports that are similar to each other to compete in the coming festivals.

The fourth and last day

Under the patronage of HE Sheikh Ali bin Ahmed Al Shamsi, Wali of Sur, the festival was closed
on the fourth day after taking tours in some touristic places in Oman: Al Silaislah fort and a sea
tour to Ras Al Hadd starting from fishing port and passing with Namaa and Mukha Beaches, Al
Agah, Shei' beach and finally Ras Al Hadd and turtle protectorate. All delegations conducted
competitions and sport activities with the participation of an Omani traditional team that pre-
sented some interesting Omani shows.
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FIRST ARAB FESTIVAL OF EQUESTRIAN
TRADITIONAL S e’

With participation of 9 countries

nder the patronage of HE Sheikh Al Fadel bin Mohammed Al Harthi, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of National Economy for Development Af-
fairs, the Sultanate, represented by the Ministry of the sport Affairs, hosted
the first Arab festival of traditional sports embraced by the City of Sur for
four days on "Namaa" beach. Nine countries, UAE, KSA, Kuwait, Qatar,
Libya, Lebanon, Egypt, Palestine and Oman, participated in the festival
that came in the framework of displaying the heritage of the Arab coun-
tries of the traditional sports. Aiming to protect this heritage, the Sultanate codified 24 games of
the Omani traditional sports. It was crowned to be the head of the international team of games
and traditional sports belongs to UNICCO for two congestive sessions (2007-2008) and (2008-
2009). This festival is considered to be the golden opportunity to shed light on an important part
of non-materialistic heritage represented in games and traditional sports that should be oriented
to the new generations as these games were the outlets by which our ancestors had spent their
free time. This event came also in accordance with the program of the Council of Arab Youth
and Sports Ministers with the coordination of technical Security of Arab League (administration
of youth and sports) under the slogan of the international year of 2010,
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The show started by the participation of the rid-
ers entering to the parade ground in front of the
main stage in an organized movement. All rid-
ers formed a beautiful traditional picture deco-
rated with their uniformed traditional dressing
and their horses which wore silver jewelry who

were lined side by side in a formation for which
the hands of the audience clapped spontane-
ously.
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Then the shows of the riders started with Al-
thurib art, which is one of the traditional arts
cxercised on horses as the riders formed on

their horseback a long loop around the field. In
this art, one of the riders reads aloud a poem
praising the wonders of horses and what they
have achieved in this country, and the rest of
the riders respond immediately after each verse
with a Takbir.
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“The horsemen of the Sultanate d:splayed'?:‘reatwe skills that gained the asmmshmﬂnt and ad-
miration of the audience by standing on horseback with proficiency. Some Omani riders were
even standing on horseback with one leg only; therefore, their confidence with their ability
to provide the best displays enhanced. This could only illustrate the capabilities of the Omani
hum_emen and their grea; patantaa] in dealing with horses and different equestrian arts. |

Z?aczm

displaymg the horsemen’s skills in dga]mg with and taming the horses,

.JA; al '.L.. : o =3
a gmup uff;ﬁers displayed in front-of the main stage the horse laying skill whmh earned the
‘admiration of the audlenﬂa and observers.

Tﬁﬂfﬂﬁf :zn.nff _ 1 v

The groups of tradmob,?l Jin Wﬂayat Manah were in a distinguished attendance in the
‘elosmg ceremony of ‘the‘%iradmnnal horse festival. They participated to pmwde Omani tra-
- ditional arts such as Al Rasha Dance that mingled with the neighs and footfalls of the horses.
which add to the festival a?g_ure heritage touch with full pride of the riders to make a mark
in therf&shvgl. The Encoura band of the Cultural Arts Council in the armors of Sultan of
‘Oman also participated to prnmdc some fine arts. A number of poets participated with some
1 pdems ﬁxerg their happmess and joy that embraced the festival in Wilayat Manah.

¢ .

o
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In this festival, the event's patron His Excellency Muhammad bin Hamoud Al- Toobi, Un-
dersecretary of the Ministry of Tourism said [t was a good time spent and | appreciate their
effort as there is no doubt that the relationship between an Omani man and a horse is an eter-
nal relationship. These events, their diversity and their movement from one place to another
would consolidate this sport, and the ministry of tourism is always an efficient participant
in such events.”

About the importance of the traditional sports in promoting domestic tourism, he
said “This is the third consecutive season in which the Ministry of Tourism signed
a partnership agreement with the Omani Equestrian Federation and will contin-
ue with this approach. Today we wimessed a good attendance by many of the tour-
1sts, who came to this event. and there will be a lot more tourists attending in the fu-
ture as the attendance continues to increase year after year. We wish success for all.”

(}‘r({%{ s _ffalar

The excitement and thrill was aroused during the closing ceremony of the traditional horse
sports festival by the Gallop Show, in which all the riders were keen to participate because
of its importance and its special status as it represents the pinnacle of the skill possessed by
a rider. In the gallop show, two riders start running at high speed and meet at a certain point,
then each one of them puts his hand over the shoulder of the other behind the neck and holds
him carefully. At the same time, he holds the reins of the horse with the other hand, and the
two riders show together some movements and skills that involve adventure and risk, such
as standing on horseback while the horse is galloping. Gallop show is considered one of the
traditional arts practiced by riders on various occasions and holidays due to its reputation in
the Sultanate.
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One hundred and thirty horsemen displaying their skills on horseback.

n the Square of Shumoukh Club for Equestrian and Horse Racing in Manah, the Traditional
Horse Sports Festival for season 2009/2010 was organized by the Oman Equestrian Fed-
eration in collaboration with Shoumoukh Club for Equestrian and Horse Racing in Manah
which was concluded under the auspices of His Excellency Mohammed bin Hamoud Al-
Toobi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Tourism. This Traditional Horse Sports Festival, in
which about 130 riders from different Wilayats participated came as a last leg in Manah in
continuation of a series of traditional horse sports festivals held by Oman Equestrian Fed-
eration in all regions and governorates of the Sultanate whose inception in this season was
in the Wilayat of Sohar of Al-Batinah Region in the auspices of Saih Al Makarem Royal Camp. These
festivals are crucially important to maintain such traditional sport that is so unique to the Sultanate. A
large number of horse owners, horse breeders, and riders are keen to participate in these festivals as it
15 considered an opportunity for demonstrating, refining and developing their skills of horsemanship.
Such festivals attract a lot of audience who love equestrian sports. They also contribute to the promotion
and activation of domestic tourism. In addition, they represent a link with the past of their parents and
grandparents and a continuation of generations in terms of attachment and passion for this sport.
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Tuhreeb
After Hampal, the horsemen performed Tuhreeb art which comes before Rakdh Ardha by touring the racetrack with
horse jogging while they are repeating poems.

Ralkdh Ardha

They performed shows between two horsemen on each track on their horse while sometimes their hands meet in such a
way that the audiences believe they are riding one horse. A group of horsemen running in two and two form took part.

Horse laying doun
A group of horsemen presented before the racetrack main dais by showing their skills and relations between horses by
making them to sleep voluntary to attract the audiences.

Two poems
The festival was comprised of two poems, the first was delivered by Saleh Al Sunaidi and the second by Fathiya Al Ala-
waiya. They showed horse features and advantages.
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Commemorative gifls

Ali bin Bader Al Sunaidi, Chairman of Assayel Club for Equestrian in the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bou Ali pre-
sented commemorative gifts to the Chief Guest and another to Royal Cavalry which was received by Faisal
bin Mahboob bin Hassan, Directorate General of Royal Cavalry. A commemorative gift also was handed over
by the organizing committee of Royal Festival for Equestrian and Camel to the Chairman of Assayel Club
for Equestrian.

Appreciation

The participants presented their thanks and gratitude to Royal Court Affairs in organizing Rakdh Ardha festi-
val in which more than 230 horses from different Wilayats of the Sultanate took part. They valued efforts of
the organizers praying to All Mighty to bestow on His Majesty for more health and long life.
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to H}?Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said

: and the people of oman on the occasion
of the 40th anniversary of the Renais-

sance Day

Major areas of operation:

* Roads
* Flyovers and Bridges
* [Infrastructure & Utilities

* Water Supply Pipelines and
Reservoirs

* Sewerage System

* Dams

» Heavy Earthworks

= Buildings

* Telecommunications
+ Dewatering

* Transportation

- .’ DESERT LINE PROJECTS LLC
Committed to Excellence

Establishedin 1977 by Sheikh Ahmed Farid Al Aulagi,
Desert Line Projects LLC has become one of the
leading multi-functional Construction Companies
in the Gulf region with an excellent reputation for
reliability and performance.

' DESERT LINE PROJECTS L.L.C.

P.O. Box 1880, Postal Code 112, Ruwi
Sultanate of Oman
Phone: (+968) 24494845
Fax: (+968) 24495676/ 24613345/ 24613267

E-mail: dipcomer@omantel.net.om
C.R.No. 1/13232/6 — Import License No. 3170
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More than 230 horses presented shows in traditional horse sports

in the middle of huge audience

is Excellency Naser bin Hamood Al Kindi, Head of Financial Affairs and supply at Royal
Court Affairs Rakdh Al Ardha which was organized by the organizing committee of Royal
Festival for Equestrian and Camel at Al Assayel Sports Racetrack for Traditional horse Af-
fairs in the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bou Ali. Horses and mares from different Wilayats of
the Sultanate took part in the event.

The festival

It manifests the most prominent relationship between a horse and a horseman presented by various shows
of traditional horse sports. It attracted the attention of the audience who came from different Wilayats of
the Sultanate which is a big proof of their love for pure inheritance.

Artistic plaques of singing Omani arts were presented such as Razha, Zamil, Madima & Bara.

Horse Hampal

More than 230 horses were decorated with silver which showed their pure Arabian beauty. They entered
in one group with close rows performing Hampal. The horsemen wore Omani traditional dresses riding
their horses back with pride and repeating poems to welcome the audience.
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man Equestrian Federation in-
augurates ‘Kaheel” Exhibition in
Association for Fine Arts. The
exhibition combined creativity
and art with imagination in one
form and the Oman Equestrian Federation held
the art exhibition on horses under the name of
‘Kaheel’, in collaboration with the Omani As-
sociation for Fine Arts, under the auspices of
HE Sheikh Saad bin Mohammed Almarduf Al-
Saadi, Deputy Chairman of the Shura Council.

The exhibition which lasted for two consecutive days
included more than 50 works of art that embodied the
thoroughbred Arabian horse with its strength and vigor.
The works exhibited were of artists affiliated with the
Association and of the students from Sultan Qaboos
University and the University of Nizwa. The: exhibi-
tion was held with a view to encourage artists to draw
the Arabian horse and to reflect it in an artistic way that
illustrates its attractive beauty and vigor so that the art-
ist would translate his artistic view about horses n his
own way. This exhibition is also aimed at spreading
the culture of equestrian among different segments of
the society, with the realization that spreading of the
equestrian sport should not be limited to its practice,
but there are other aspects that require care since there
are poets and artists who must be addressed in the lan-
guage they love.

L
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Includes more than 50 paintings and embodies the beauly and vigor of the thoroughbred Arvabian horses.

Kaheel Exhibition

The exhibition was given the name as ‘Kaheel” because of its invitation to every connoisseur of art
and drawing, and to see the paintings and works of art on horses, also to see the creativity of the
fingertips of the Omani artists. In addition, as the horse is known for its beauty and magnificent
structure by the descriptions of the Arabs and the writings of the poets by comparing the horse with
the Arab women who cares for the beauty of her eye by adding the kohl. So the artists have reflected
these meanings and described the horse in their own way and added the Kohl to the horse with their
smooth brush. Moreover, ‘Kaheel® is one of the ancient Arabic names of Arabian Horses.

At the conclusion of the event, the Chairman of the Federation presented to the patron of the event
a commemorative gift which was a painting of thoroughbred Arabian horses made by one of the
participating artists.

HE Sheikh Saad bin Mohammed Almarduf Al-Saadi, Deputy Chairman of Shura Council said that
the exhibition ‘Kaheel’ is one of the activities held by Omani Equestrian Federation to spread the
equestrian sport not only through the activities but through the events of horse racing in various
states of Oman. We are grateful to our brothers in the Federation for taking this initiative as they
also encourage artists and help them to develop their talents. In fact, we are pleased to patronize this
exhibition, which contains many of the outstanding works which show the efficiency and the ability
of the Omani artist. | wish success to all.
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Love for the Camel:

Shaik Hamad Al-Ghafri says, “1 love the camels
but I like my horses more. In the past, we used
the camels in our long journey from Ihr.”

Poetry:

Our knight loves poetry and he is one of the
founders of the traditional poetic movement in
the Sultanate and he taught many other poets,

Literary Contributions:

Our knight and poet have many contributions
in various fields. When we talk about the popu-
lar poetry. our poet published three collection

of poetry. The first one is “On the Wing of

Trucks”, the second one is “Travelling™ and
the third one is “Sofiness”. Moreover, 1n the
arts “Almospaat’, our poet wrote more than 20
thousand poems mostly in spinning,

Shooting:

Along the love for the horse and poetry, our
knight and poet love shooting. He tells us that
he has started shooting since he was 7 years old
and he is still going on loving it. He formed
with his relatives and friends a shooting team in
his village Aldiraiz. Every Friday after Al-Asr
prayer till sun rest, they exercise their hobby.
There are two types of shooting: shooting by
using the gun (Fixed Target) and the gun (Pro

jection of the dishes).

Precision in Shooting:

He loves shooting and he continues it till today,
In one of his participation with his frniends, he
managed to hit a target (a small pot) from a dis-

tance of one kilometer. This 15 an evidence of

his skill and ability in hitting the targets

40 Years:

Shaik Hamad Al-Ghafri ends his interview
with his sincere prayers for Allah o protect
HM Sultan Qaboos bin Said and give him good
health and wellness and protect Oman on its
celebration of its 40th National Day under the
wise leadership of HM.
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Showing Races:

About the uses of horses in the past. Shaik says, “We used horses in
travelling for distance less than 50 km to do our work of what my
father ordered at that time. However, if the distance is more than
30 km, we used camels, But the Arabian horses are our favorite. We
used them in the showing races during Eids. During Eid Al-Fitr, we
raced from the first day of Eid to the sixth day. On the other hand,
during Eid Aladha, we raced for 16 days starting from the first day
of Dhu-Alhajja till 16 of the same month. Along the race, Omani
folklores like — Al-Razha and Al-Ayala were practiced.”

Prize:

More than 10 years ago, Aldri Stall which was owned by Shaik
Hamad Al-Ghafri won the prize of the best breeder of the Arabian Horses in the Sultanate of Oman by the Oman Eques-
trian Federation because of his attention to raise the Arabian Horses.

His Favorite horse:

When we asked him about his favorite horse he said, “All horses 1 own have their impact on me but I love *Zolfa’ more
because she is a very fast horse and she understands me. However, | do not love her as much as [ love *Mazon® and |
wrote poems for her, notably, the poem “Taba”.

Race between a horse and a camel:
Shaik Hamad Al-Ghafri told us a story which he had heard from his father long time ago. The story 1s about a race
between a horse and a camel from Ibri to Nizwa for more than 140 years in the period of Sultan Faisal bin Turki. The
horse is from Banat Al-Halalah strain and the camel is Daraia from Bait Al-Mtawha strain. The story has a purpose and
it shows wisdom. The race started after Fajer prayer. The horse was the head of the camel about 40 km or more near the
village Kibara. The horseman came down from the horse and rested the horse and wet her body with water as well as
provided her with water from time to time. After he and his horse relaxed, he walked on foot till the camel appeared.
When he became sure that the camel had passed, he rode his horse slowly and greeted the camel man and told him that
he will wait for him in ‘Falaj Almaleef”. When the horseman reached the Falaj, he sat under a tree and took care of his
horse. He applied the same previous plan and walked till the camel man reached and passed him. Then, the horseman
rode his horse until he reached Bahla Fort heading to Nizwa and applied the same plan of relaxation. However, this
time when the camel arrived, the horseman was riding his horse and the competition between
them was on its top contest because the remaining distance to Nizwa Fort was
only about 4 km. The horseman was sure of his winning because he
let the horse relax and she is not tired not like the camel which
did not stop and as her owner was drinking from a small
bottle *Alsan’. Despite the long distance between
Ibri and Nizwa, the horse won the race
because of the wisdom of the

horseman,

The most popular Horses:

Shaik Hamad owns a number of Arabian Horses and the
most special horses he owns now are :Zolfa, Bla Ged-
al, ALmyasa, Olft, Adani. King of Desert, and King of
MNorth.

Prize:

More than 10 years ago, Aldri Stall which was owned
by Shaik Hamad AL-Ghafri won the prize of the best
breeder of the Arabian Horses in the Sultanate of Oman
by the Oman Equestrian Federation because of his atten-
tion to raise the Arabian Horses.

The horse (Malka):
Shaik tells us one of his
stories about his passion to
horses. He travelled to Ku-
wait to buy Mohra ‘Malka’
the daughter of the horse
(Queen) the popular one
in Kuwait where she con-
trolled the horse race for 7
years. He bought the horse
(Queen) and when he came
back to Oman he named her
‘Mazon’ which is an Ara-
bian horse.
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In this 1ssue we have an interview with a knight, shooter and.an inspiring poct. He grew up with love f! horse, poetry and
shooting. The practical life gave him experience in various areas of life.” He. is also one of the founders of the traditional
poetic movement in the Sultanate. Assayel has this interview with Shatk Hamed bin Al Al-Ghaffri.

Growing up: !

Shaik Hamed Al-Ghafri grew up in a village called *Aldiraiz” in Abri Walayat in Al-Dahera Region. He learned from his
father Ali Al-Ghafri in a home which loved science and literature. He learmed the Holy Quran by the Instructor Mane bin
Amer Al-Ghafr.

Love for Horse:

Our guest is called (Horse Mad) because of his intensive love for horses. Shaik said that his father put him on the horse for
the first time when he was two years old, His love for horses increased especially with the existence of a number of Arabian
Horses in his father’s stable where there were 24 horses.

THOSE WERE THE DAYS

Sultan’s G

Our guest tells us an interesting story when his father took him to meet Sultan Said bin Taimor at the age of 7 years. He
ys, “1 did not know where we were going to but | knew that we were going to meet Sultan Said. When we armved in (Bait
Albag), my father told me that we were going to visit the Sultan. When we went out, as usual, the Sultan gave gifts to the
guests. My father said to me, “If Alsayad Ahmed bin Ibrahim Al-Busaidi, Minister of Internal Affairs that time, told you
that the Sultan ordered a gift for vou, do not choose a horse, to the large number of horses we had, but ask him for the gun

rerabotageen’.” After meeting Sultan Said bin Taimor, my father asked leave and I was the last one to say good
ad Ahmed. Alsavad Ahmed told me that the Sultan ordered for me a gift, [ told him that | want a horse because I love
horses very much. Alsayad Ahmed insisted on changing my choice. He told me, "Your father has lots of horses, so ask for
something else.” However, | stuck to my choice, When we went out, my father asked me about the gift | chose but I did not
s with us so he answered my father and said, "Your son chose a horse." My father said,”1f we were
u and then who will nide the

ni. "Take Hamed and let him choose *“Mohra® so he could train it and ride it,"”
ars old. How [ chose a horse 6 vears old and it was the favorite horse to Alsayad Ahmed
1id Al-Salami told me about it. Then we went back to Alsayad Ahmed and Obaid said to him,

horse." 1 told him that the Sultan ordered for me a horse and [ have complete freedom in choosing the gifi.
and Al-Nobi rode the horse. We went back home through

she is one of the Arabian horses.
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Embroidery Stage:
After the printing of the empty fabric, the embroi-
dery stage comes which marks one of the most dis-
tinguished features of the Kaaba clothing. The Kaa-
ba covering is embroidered using silver and golden
wires. The embroidery stage begins with placing
cotton threads of different thickness on the lines
and decorations which are designed on a fabric taut
on a weaving machine to mark the frames of such
lines and decorations. Yellow cotton threads are
stitched on the cotton places to be embroidered us-
C wires, whereas white cotton threads are
stitched on the cotton places to be embroidered us-
ing silver wires. Stitching is carried out on opposite
directions. By the end of this step. the basic frame
of the letters and embroideries is clearly marked.
These embroideries are then covered with silver
ires coated with gold, forming visible embroider-

of 1 — 2.5 cm above the fabric surface.

The skilled workers spare no efforts in their job by
producing one of the most wonderful artistic works
in the world reflecting the beauty of the authentic
Arabic orthography.
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Mechanical Weaving:

A particular division is assigned to make the
outer kiswah known as Jacquard which contains
two sides, one with Quranic verses and the other
with embroideries, which are done later on.

The Kaaba covering, known as the kiswah, is considered to be one of the honorable manifesta-
tions of The Sacred House, known as Al-Bayt Al-Haram. The process of making the kiswah
undergoes a number of stages. This process is carried out by many skilled craftsmen at a specific
time per annum.

Assayel has visited the Kiswah Factory to have a clear vision of the process and the workers who
have to work accurately with the utmost care, for no mistakes or delays are allowed.

Manual Weaving:

Manual weaving is globally well-known and
appreciated. The more amounts of textile pro-
duced mechanically, the more people compete
over textile produced manually. In the Kiswah
Factory, the Manual Weaving Division which
produces the Kaaba kiswah works with the Inte-
rior Garment Division steadily and continuous-
Iy in order to produce the Jacquard (engraved
fabrics with black and green colors).

Dyeing Stage:

This is the first stage of the Kaaba clothing production process. The Dyeing Division is supplied
with the best type of natural silk. The silk is provided in hanks whose threads are coated with
natural glue called "Sarseen", giving the silk a yellowish color. This glue is imported from Italy.
The dyeing of the silk undergoes two stages as follows:

A: Washing Stage:
This is done by removing the above mentioned glue in a trough of hot water whose temperature
is about 95 ° C.

Laboratory Stage:

The laboratory makes sure that the threads com-
ply with the specifications with regard to the
number, strength, and resistance. In the labora-
tory, dyeing colors are tested on samples of small
threads in order to choose the best color. The
Dyeing Division is informed about the specifi-
cations required so that it provides the labora-
tory with the required threads. It is worth men-
tioning that a sample is kept in the laboratory
to make comparisons with the threads provided
later on by the Dyeing Division. Necessary tests
are made on the threads regarding their color
fastness, resistance to external factors such as
washing, dusts, sand, etc, and strength. Some re-
search is conducted in this laboratory pertaining
to selecting the highest-quality dyes and some
chemical substances which improve the quality
of the threads. All the research helps to improve
the quality of the fabric.

B: Dyeing Stage:

Dyeing is done in a trough containing about 220 liters of acid. This process has improved since
AH 1410 due to using advanced equipment. For instance, two new machines have been provided.
Before AH 1410, dyeing was done manually in troughs made of tin, and heat was received di-
rectly from gas. Earlier mixing was done by using wooden sticks, which were placed inside the
silk threads.

Printing Stage:

The Printing Division was improved in AH
1399. In the past, a traditional way was in use.
Powder was being passed through the holes
that form the writings. Then, the product was
printed. After that, chalk was used to mark the
writing sides on the fabric. The designs and font
changed from time to time in order to achieve

the best ones. Y
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ME COVERING

AN HONORABLE MANIFESTATION OF THE SACRED HOUSE
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Ein Garzez:
It is 14 km from Salalah and is located in Iteen Area. Moreover, it has a known waterway which extents for sev-
eral kilometers in the plain,

Ein Darbat:

It is 42 km from Salalah and is one of the most important springs in Dhofar where the streams go up for several
kilometers. When the quantities of water increases, the cliff of the wadi forms falls continues to run for months
and it is located in the north-east of the city of Taga and the valley is connected to Sumharam archeological site.
The aim of many visitors is exploring the caves such as Tiig Cave which is to the north of the center of Towi. This
cave is one of the biggest caves in the world, in addition to the Marneef Cave in Maghsail.

Tourist Attractions:

Dhofar Governorate is on¢ of the regions in Oman and the Arabian Peninsula which is moderate in weather with
a beautiful nature. The nature in Salalah is beautiful and the weather is mild. During the fall season, spray falls
from time to time and the sun is obscured sometimes and sometimes begins to appear behind the clouds. Because
of that you find tourist convoys come from inside and outside Oman to enjoy this weather and escape from the
summer heat in their regions.

Attractions in Salalah:

White sandy beaches where coconut trees which are locally named as “Narjeel” appear along them are the most
attractive places for tourists and the most famous beaches is Maghsail Beach.

Markets: Salalah is a town of about 160 thousand people living in it and there are many markets like Alhisn Tra-
ditional Market and the Central Market.

Mountains: They turn green due to monsoon rains which fall over them and on the rest of the coastline of Dhofar
Governorate. In most of the days of the autumn, this coastline is covered by spray which aggravates its beauty.

Popular Markets in Salalah:
Most modern markets in Dhofar are based in Salalah. The old markets are distributed in other Wilayat. The most
important old markets are in Taga and Mirbat.

Jewelry Market (Gold, silver):
It is located in the center of the city in Al-Salam Street. Jewelry of all kinds is available in it whether they are
imported or manufactured locally in Dhofar.

Alhisn Market:

It is located in Al Hosen Region in Alhafa village and it is accessed across Ashorog Street. The market ofters
combination of luxury, ancient and modern goods, but is most specialized in selling gum, incense, all types of
Dhofari perfumes, related incense, and traditional instruments used in Omani homes.

The Popular Market:
It is located next to the Central Market. All types of traditional Omani industry productions are sold there.

The Central Market:
It is the largest market for the sale of fish, meat and vegetable and is located near 23rd July Street.
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| Beautlﬁfd* Nature

Spring water, Shrines and Tourist areas
n in Salalah is a distinguished season which lasts for three months. This
1lized with its musical and cultural displays which are held within the
celebration of Salalah Tourist Festival. This festival is featured with the beautiful na-
ture which represents the arts, culture, and heritage of the Governorate. The festival
includes live shows for Omani artists and also shows of folk dances and local arts and
heritage. Moreover the festival includes exhibitions of Omani handicrafts as well as
concerts and sports performances. All these events make the festival an unforgettable

mo il.

Important Tourist Areas:

Grave of the Prophet Ayoub:

The tomb of the Prophet Ayoub (peace be upon him) can be seen on a hill which is
about 40km from Salalah. Near the grave there is a small ancient mosque.

Ain Hamran:
It is about 22 km from Ain Arzat. This site is another site ing which has a beauti-
ful view. This site is surrounded by gardens. Moreover, it is an ideal area for watching

birds.

Alshser:
The excavation in Alshser revealed the existence
of an ancient city. The archeological excavations
are still ongoing to detect this important archeo-
logical site.

Taga:

It is a small village overlooking high sloping
mountains. It is the lowest area in the Governorate.
What is more, the existence of a number of birds
fills the place with music similar to the charming
beauty of nature.

Towi Ateer- Birds forum:

It is a small village overlooking high sloping
mountains and is the lowest area in the Governor-
ate. What is more, the existences of a number of
singing birds creating a unique symphony like the
uniqueness of the site.

Khor Rori:

Khor Rori is 37km from the city centre and is
a beautiful natural site that attracts the wvisitors.
Moreover, the immigrant birds like Flamingo and
Gulls often visit these lakes. .

Mirbat:

Mirbat is 66 km east of Salalah and is famous
for its bays, caves and its skilled population who
are unsurpassed in the performance of popular arts
and playing music. Furthermore, Mirbat Fort at-
tracts the tourists.

Maghsail:

It 15 40 km to the west of Salalah. Its sandy beach-
es are surrounded by rocks and holes craved with
blue limestone rocks. The meeting area between
the mountains and the sea along the beach is form-
ing a magical scene.

Reugyot:

Since you have to climb eight meanders pinpoint
to reach the top. Reugyot is a beautiful area that
attracts visitors to reach its top. Parking area has
been made carefully in order to help people to en-
joy the beauty of the area.

Samharam:

Samharam is located near Khor Rori’s beach and
it’s a beautiful waterway. It also has a castle for
the old Musha town which dates back to 100 BC.
Salalah Governorate has some more lourist poten-
tials that distinguish it from other areas and this
is because of the natural components such as the
spring flowing from the mountains and the most
important areas are:

Ein Arzat:

It is 17 km from Salalah to the north of Almamora
area. Ein Arzat is one of the most beautiful springs
and there are some caves with entrances that have
been prepared to make it easy to access them.
There is also a park near the spring.

Ain Sahnot:

It is about 15 km from Salalah and is located in the
valley in the north-east Happiness village. It can
be accessed from the main road (Salalah - Muscat)
through Mabad sub-way. It is an attractive place
for families and it also serves as an entrance to the
valley which is one of the beautiful valleys in the
Mountain Arca.
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A number of national conservation measures have been taken to conserve the Arabian
leopard. In 1985 the first captive group of leopards was established at the Omani mam-
mals Breeding Centre. Jabal Samhan, the principal stronghold for the Arabian leopard.
was declared a nature reserve in 1997 and in the same year the Office for Conservation
of the Environment in cooperation with the Ministry of the Environment and Climate
Affairs conducted the Arabian Leopard Survey which has since produced the first sci-
entific data on the ecology of the Arabian leopard.

Since 2006 Biosphere Expeditions, an international organisation offering hands-on
conservation expeditions, in cooperation with the Office for Conservation of the En-
vironment and the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Affairs has been bringing
small groups of international volunteers in January and February every year to conduct
leopard surveys. They surveyed the mountains of Musandam in 2006 and 2007 and the
western mountains of Dhofar in 2008, 2009 and 2010. These surveys helped increase
understanding of the status of the Arabian leopard in these areas, build the capacity of
ranger staff, and bring local benefits and raise awareness of leopard conservation.

There is on-going work by the Biology Department of the Sultan Qaboos University on
DNA analysis of the leopard faeces to identify leopard kills. Public awareness activities
include dissemination of information, participation in national exhibitions, and produc-
tion of the documentary film 'the Arabian leopard of Oman' which was broadcast on
Oman Television late last year.

Threats

Population decline and habitat degrada-
tion are the main threats to Arabian leop-
ard in Oman. Causes of decline include
illegal killing, hunting of prey species.
and livestock and human disturbance.
Habitat degradation is the result of over-
grazing by local livestock, expansion
of human settlements, quarrying and
construction of roads that open access
to previously undisturbed wildlife habi-
tats.

Looking forward

It is with the support of the local com-
munities that the Arabian leopard will
continue to survive in the wild. Today
many local people see leopards as a
threat to their livestock. To change this
it is vital that local people are involved
in the efforts to conserve the Arabian
leopard in Oman. School children and
students should be educated about the
intrinsic value of leopards and other
forms of life. It is also important that the
local people benefit from the economic
opportunities that the leopard conserva-
tion programme will generate such as
direct employment and ecotourism de-
velopment.
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The Arabian Leopari

iives in THE Dhofar Mountains

The Arabian leopard Panthera par-
dus nimr once lived throughout the
mountainous regions of Oman, Yemen,
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Palestine and Jordan. As a result
of killing and loss of habitat, the wild
population has declined drasticly and
most surviving individuals can only be
found in the high mountains of Oman
and Yemen. The Arabian leopard is
thus listed as critically endangered in
the IUCN Red List and on Appendix
| of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES),
which bans international trade for com-
mercial purposes.

The Status of Arabian Leopard in

Oman

In Oman the Arabian leopard disap-
peared from the northern Hajar moun-
tains where the last one was found shot
in 1976, Today the leopard survives in
the southern Dhofar mountains where
Jabal Samhan supports the largest
leopard population. A remnant popula-
tion may still exist in the mountains of
Musandam on the northwest extreme
of Oman. While camera-trapping and
satellite tracking has confirmed the
continuing presence and range of leop-
ards in the Dhofar mountains, the size
of the wild population is vet to be es-
tablished.
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A Real Treasure

The Sultanate boasts 500 castles and forts,
in addition to 500 towers. The Sultanate
also has 1500 Falajes, some of them were
dug about 3000 years ago during the pe-
riod of the Prophet Suleiman, son of Da-
vid (peace be upon him). This amount of
castles, forts, towers and falajes is a real
treasure which the government preserves
from extinction through its programs and
plans prepared under the supervision of
the Ministry of Heritage and Culture.

Collections.

The museum includes materials related to the Falaj systems and the maritime industry, manuscripts,
antiques, and popular Omani handicrafts obtained through purchases, gifts and archacology which are
displayed chronologically and clarified through images, models and films.

The Door of Al-Shabak Fort
As you enter the museum, the greatness of the wooden door placed at the main entrance would attract

vou, This door was brought from Al-Shabak Fort and is a property of the religious scholar Sheikh — TR O % T e N .i‘_‘%‘\'i‘i“-_{_\ﬁ
Ahmad Ibn Rabia Al-Ismaili who was sent by Imam Sultan bin Saif Il to the area of Qudrat in India. -— R NG VST ¢
The door was made 305 years ago in Muharram 1126 AH in Mysore - India, which was known in the ; _-:J,H___—_- .

past as (Sirt). It represents one of the historic old symbols and is almost like the gate of Al-Hazm Fort.
Moreover, it contains different drawings and engravings, in addition to the British logo: the crown,
the lion, the horse and the Terry Rose. It is characterized with its big size, magnitude, large nails, as
well as large locking ring.
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WAINENN OF MIRBAT

irbat is one of the Wilayat in the
Sultanate which is located at the
castern side of the Dhofar Gov-
ernorate. It is connected by the
Wilavats of Sadah from the east,
Wilayat of Taga from the west,
Jabal Samhan heights from the
south and Arabian Sea from the north. It is distinguished
by its sea and gulfs which is rich in fisheries wealth and the
coral reefs which made one of the Sultanates most important
touristic diving destinations. Followed by Nayabat of Tiwi
A’ateer which is 25 km from the center of the Wilayat and

60 km from Salalah. This Nayabat is considered as one of

the western gate for Jabal Samhan preservation. It is distin-
guished by Teeq cave which is one of the biggest dissolu-
tion fossils in the world of 300 million meters. Geological
Studies proved that the area of this cave i1s 75 times big-
ger than the Malaysian cave “Sidwa”. Since its discovery,
it contributed a big role in activating tourism movement in
Tiwi A'ateer.

Mayabat Tiwi A’ateer is one of the biggest Nayabats in the
Govemorate of Dhofar where there are wide areas of natural
grazing that covers around 116 villages.

The Wilayat of Mirbat includes various touristic destina-
tions such as “Kida Al Basariya” where the driver who is
driving on that road experiences that his car is going back-
wards though engine is switched off and break is used. But
in fact, the car movement is in a descending manner. This
phenomenon exists in Scotland, Australia, China and other
places in the World. The MNayabat has a 211 m hole where
the visitor enjoys sound of the birds which made cracks
the hole and a place to live in safely.

‘handicrafts and traditional arts.
such as grazing, diving, besides
small ship indusiries, fishing traps
pottery censors; some wooden ma-
terials and stones used m construc-
tion of the olden times.

Mirbat Fort:

Mirbat Fort is considered as one of the heritage
and landmark that was built on Omani architec-
tural style as a defensive fort. It also contains old
buildings distinguished by its Arabic and Islamic
architectural style and old graves like the famous
Bin Ali, Scholar Abu Abdullah Al Alalani and Ab-
dullah Zuhair. Such graves are visited by the peo-
ple of the Wilayat and other tourists. There are also
relaxing places in the Wilayat such as the beaches
and the gulfs in addition to the heights and tops of
Jabal Samhan that reach to 4000 — 754 feet, also
natural well-springs and caves that spread out in
the Wilayat Mountains and Wadis. The Wilayat
was famous in 9th Century for growing and ex-
porting horses and for the trade of [rankincense.
The Wilayats with its marvelous gulf is considered
as a visitor’s designation to Dhofar governorate.
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Nabk tree reproduction

Environment | Nabk tree is reproduced by (Okal) that is planted in winter or by seeds that are collected
Nabk Tree has a deep root that bears hard environmental situations but needs warm | in summer as seeds collected in winter does not grow. Germination rate by seeds is
winter as it does not bear low temperature. Generally, it grows at moderate and hot ar- low that reaches to 30 % and the seeds are soaked in water before planting them. Also
eas in condition that the earthen water rate should not rise. Its fruits become good when seeds reproduction can be done by grafting on (Ziziphus Mauritiana), Indian Nabk of
growing it at sandy or yellowish ground which indicates that Nabk tree bears dryness. " big fruits.

There is one type of Nabk called “Christ thorn™. It is evergreen and has a very tall and

long root of 10-12 ¢m which represents a beautiful shadowed tree with its wooden _ Benefits of Nabk tree

sharp leaves. The new leaves of the tree are soft and covered with fuzzed light hair with It is said that its fruit was the first fruit Adam, peace be upon him, tasted on earth. The
its thick green leaves of 2.5 - 5 cm length. _ - same tree has many different names in other countries. It is known as Christ thorn, Jujube,
| Siddir (or Annab in Arabic) which is recommended by Islamic Medicine. Traditional medi-
cine also has a lot to say about it as its leaves are used to cast off magic spells. This tree is
full of benefits whether its trunk, leaves, flowers or the fruit and its seeds. It is cultivated in
southern Asia, Syria, northern India, southern and central China and possibly also in south
Eastern Europe. It is believed to alleviate stress, throat soothing, gum problems, ease the
stomach, keep bugs and other insects out of the house and free of infestation. Even the honey
that bees make from its flowers nectar is very expensive because of its benefits. A funny thing,
the sweet smell is said to make teenagers fall in love, and as a result, in the Himalaya and Kara-
koram regions, men take a stem of sweet-smelling jujube flowers with them or put it on their hats

to attract women.

Status of Nabk tree in Islam
Nabk tree has a special place in Islam as it was mentioned 4 times in the Holy Quran and made Sidrat

Al Muntaha the highest position of Jannat.

Use of Nabk trees

Nabk trees have various uses. Its boiled water kills warms in intestines, purifies blood, besides, its pow-
der is mixed with water for orthopedics and is good for skin purifying. This tree works to prevent diarrhea
and fights phlegm. It is also used to clean scalp and sanitizing. It makes hair softer and gains its charming
colour. Experiments proved that Nabk leaves extract treat head fungal and used for tanning and colouring

clothes in olden days.
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Nabk tree is a deciduous shrub or a small tree growing
Am 3-4 m tall, The shoots are zigzagged, with a leaf
and two stipular spines (one straight, one curved) on
the outside of each kink. The leaves are oval, 2 - 5 cm long
and 1- 4 cm broad, glossy green, with an entire margin. The
fruit is a dry wooedy nut-let centered in a circular wing with
2-3.5 cm diameter. Its leaves are small and white coloured.
10-15 small and white flowers are formed in the leaves arm-
pit. Fruits are cherry coloured and bitter in taste, black at

ripeness with 3-4 seeds.
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A dolphin has (30 to 50) teeth on each side

of each jaw, which it uses to feed with fish in
the first place. Its fins are sharp and triangular.
Dolphins breathe air; therefore, they go up to
the surface of the sea to breathe air and then
dive into the water again. A dolphin has one
lung only and breathes involuntarily because
it spends much of its time under water, so it
has in the meantime to refrain from breathing.
In addition, when it sleeps, a part of its brain
remains working in order to control its breath-
ing, and one eye also keeps open. The term of
pregnancy of the dolphin extends to 11 months.
Then, it suckles its babies for a full year, but
suckling may last for more than a year. Usually,
the dolphin’s baby becomes sexually mature 3
or 4 years after its birth, and it lives for 25- 30

years.

Behavior:

Dolphins live in herds consisting of 10 to 100
dolphins. The numbers of the herd may how-
ever, reach sometimes up to more than 1000
dolphin (Herds are recorded in the Omani wa-
ters with a number of about three thousand dol-
phins in the Arabian Sea). They migrate con-
tinuously, for example, they migrate from the
Mediterranean to the shores of America and
return to the same place in a round-trip. A dol-
phin enjoys a sense of sociability. For example,
when it finds itself in danger, it makes a sound
like a siren to attract its mates who would come
to rescue it. In addition, when dolphins pass
in front of a school of fish, they surround the
herd from all sides, and then they pounce on it.
Recent studies have discovered that dolphins
have their own language which consists of 32

different voices that are used for the purpose of
communication.

Dolphins use their sound in order to determine

directions. They raise their sound and then re-
ceive echoes to determine the direction and the

distance of the surrounding things in order to

search for food and swim in the sea without

colliding with any obstacles. Some dolphins

also make very high sounds that cause the small

fishes swimming around inside the extent of the

sound waves to lose consciousness, and then

the dolphins eat the fishes. Dolphins can iden-
tify the size, distance and speed of anything in

the deep sea by listening to the acoustic vibra-
tions produced by those things. Interestingly,
they can distinguish between two balls that do

not differ from one another more than a quarter
inch in size. Thus, the U.S. Navy has benefited

from these skills through training dolphins to

find naval mines. The shark is the most dan-
gerous enemy for the Dolphin. As a result, the
dolphins are always careful to live in groups,
so that when a shark approaches to attack the
group, the group attempts to deceive it. Two
dolphins leave the group to attract the atien-
tion of shark and starts chasing them. Then the
group takes the opportunity to keep the babies
away from the danger, and then to strike this
predator again.

Dolphins are actually intelligent animals and
can do lot of exotic acts. One of the dolphins,
named (Acky), who used to receive a reward
for its help in cleaning the water pool where it
lives, brings the foliage or any other wastes in
the pool to its coach to get its favorite meal.

The Pacific White-sided Dolphin:
It is found in abundance in the north Pacific, and
is characterized with the black color on its back.
The color is dark gray on both its sides, and then
it turns to white in the lower side. There is also a
black line extending from the corners of the mouth
along the fins separating the white underside and
the gray sides.

The Dolphin with the Bottle-Neck-Like Nose:
This species is the most common in the waters of
the Sultanate as it is the most common species of
dolphins widespread. It lives in all moderate seas,
and it is familiar with the coastal waters. This dol-
phin is about 4 meters in length, and it weighs about
227 kg, and sometimes up to 650 kg. Its primary
color is silver gray, but it may take another color
according to the environment in which it inhabits.
It is characterized by its short beak and its smil-
ing face. Its lower jaw is more prominent than the
upper jaw. Its dorsal fin is triangular and inclined
backwards at an angle.

Dolphins are known for their wit and humor, and
they love escorting ships. The dolphin is often seen
racing against fast boats, and diving and jumping
near them. It can play a lot of games, and it can
swim at a speed of (27km/h).

The Spotted Dolphin:
A dolphin exists in the tropics of the Atlantic
Ocean, and the Indian Ocean. It is well adapted to
live in deep waters. In the upper and lower parts of
its body, there are dull and dark stains and signs,
which increase as it advances in age.

Contrary to what many species of dolphin do, this
dolphin looks for food in the surface water, where
the mollusks and crustaceans live.

Types of dolphins:
There are more than 30 species of dolphins in the
waters of the oceans and rivers of the world. Mao-
ist dolphins which live in the South Pacific are the
smallest dolphins in size and are about one meter
in length. The largest species of dolphins in size is
the (Orca), which is known as the killer whale. The
length of an Orca male is about 10 meters.
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AL BUSTAN PALACE
INTERCONTINENTAL MUSCAT,
WHERE EVERY CORNER

HAS A STORY TO TELL.
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Known as “The Jewel of the Sultanate”, Al Bustan Palace InterContinental Muscal is setl in exquisite
gardens between dramatic mountains and shimmering sea, in an unique land Famed for the warmest
hospitality and culture,

Do you live an InterContinental life?

AL BUSTAN PALACE
email ar albustan@albustanpalace.com or visit . INTERCUNTI N E MT;’%L b

For further information-and bookings, please call 968 24 799 G66,

albustanpalace.com

MUSCAT

Dolphin is an aquatic mammal which belongs to the species of whales and to the class of aquatic
animals. It lives in all the seas and oceans except the polar seas. It is familiar with the open and
coastal waters, but sometimes it comes close to the beaches or shallow water. An average dolphin
is about 2.6 m in total length and weighs approximately 140 kg. The male is usually quite larger
than the female. This species is divided into sub-species that can be found in the different seas and oceans.
Depending on the environment, and the geographical location, the color and size of the dolphins vary.




Al-Habool is a belt made of ropes that the
Palm climber ties on his body and around
the trunk to help him climb the palm
tree and to protect himself from falling.

It is made from palm-fiber after soaking in
water and then drying and later it is rubbed
with hands to form a long strand. Then
the rope is covered with cloth and folded
in the middle to form a braid. The braid
is stretched over by inserting a number of
sticks between the strand’s slots. Then the
sticks are pulled out one after the other from
both sides of the rope which is tightened
after pulling the sticks out. The left side is
tied with a rope called “Ghabat™ and the
right side is tied with Al saq™ and later it
is cleaned of impurities.
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he Royal Cavalry has achieved
advanced results in the racings
in which it participated. Dur-
ing this period in Britain the do-
mestically bred horses could
demonstrate their ability to compete and win
advanced places despite fierce competition.

Race Vikenham

The horses of the Royal Cavalry has drawn
the attention of the observers of the Vikenham
Race as it achieved the first place in the sixth
and eighth games of a race that witnessed a
strong competition between the Arabian horses
participating in its activities. The horse *Carty
Dore” won the first place, led successfully by
the rider Mutassim bin Said Al Balushi in the
competitions of the sixth game which was only
for the thoroughbred Arabian horses. The dis-
tance of the game was 1600 meters. The horse
‘Al-Hasim® concluded the result of the eighth
game with its speedy running from the start.
It found a strong challenge with the partici-
pating horses, but it maintained its status and
won the first place in this game of 1400 meters,
which was only for the thoroughbred Arabian
horses of 3 years old and above. *Al-Hasim" is
a domestically bred horse born in the breeding
field-born in the Royal Cavalry of Salalah.

Waliver Hamton Race

The horse “Hagis’, a domestically bred horse
achieved success, led by the rider Anas bin
Salim Al Siyabi, in second place in the sec-
ond half of the race which was held in Waliver

Hamton of Britain. This half of the distance of

2000 meters was dedicated to the Arabian hors-
es. Furthermore, the horse *Wathiq' won as the
runner-up in the fourth game which was dedi-
cated to the thoroughbred Arabian horses and
amounted to a distance of 1200 meters.

Huntington Race

The horse ‘Mudalal’, a domestically bred
horse, achieved second place in the third game
of the British Huntington race that was dedi-
cated to the purebred Arabian horses for a dis-
tance of 2000 meters. The horse *Mudalal’ also
won third place in the competition of the fourth
game which was for a distance of 1200 meters.
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Odur. ance Ride in South A’IY‘*C"}

The Royal Cavalry horsemen achieved ad-
vanced positions in Waibark race for Endur-
ance race of 80 km, organized by Oman Eques-
trian Federation. 147 horsemen took part from
different countries of the World in which they
were qualified for the upcoming stage. They
will take part in the competitions to be qualified
for Endurance World Cup which is due to be
organized by International Equestrian Federa-
tion in 2012.

Successful participation

Royal Cavalry participation was successful and
distinguished by the horsemen Ali Al-Farsi rid-
ing Sabora, Abdullah Al-Siabi rniding Aida Hou
Alti Motion and Hisham Al-Farsi riding Ska-
laface. The three horsemen won Fourth, Fifth
and Sixth places in General Order table for the
race.

Strong competition

The race witnessed a strong competition among
the participants who were 174 horsemen from
different countries of the World. The race stages
were divided into three, the first for 40km, the
second for 12 km and the third for 18 km. Af-
ter tough competition, Ali Al-Farsi got Fourth
place, Hisham Al-Farsi won fifth place and Ab-
dullah got sixth place in General level. Such
result is distinguished due to the participation
of strong horses which have a high position in
World Endurance races.

Toughest stage

The horsemen stressed that first stage of 40 km
was the toughest because it was set at 4:30 AM.
when it was dark and raining. But the determi-
nation of the horsemen to win advanced as their
results could be seen through their standing at
race stages and by keeping required speed but
also feared that their horse will get tired or in-
jured.

Team work

The coach of Endurance team of Royal Caval-
ry Bitros Rolf Jicobees said that he was happy
with these results as they worked in team as per
an organized plan. He also added that the horse-
men invested every effort to achieve higher po-
sitions in General order level.

Continuance

Abdullah bin Mohammed Al-Balushi, Coach
Assistance of Endurance team of Royal Cav-
alry said that Royal Cavalry Commander use to
communicate with the team since the beginning
of the race till its end and also for the team’s
preparation before they participated to have a
great affect for horsemen to achieve these re-
sults.

Happiness

The winning horsemen said that they were glad
because of the Royal Cavalry Commander and
other officials at Royal Court Affairs for stand-
ing with them as they were behind their success
to achieve these higher results.

Thanks and appreciation

The participating teams of Royal Cavalry pre-
sented their thanks to OEF for standing regu-
larly with Royal Cavalry teams in its different
participations.
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osted by the Royal Cavalry, Oman

Equestrian Federation holds a meeting

with officials from government Cavalry

units in order to discuss aspects of co-

operation particularly for next period. It
is considered one of the first of its kind with this level.
In this meeting, represented from Oman Equestrian
Federation by Mohammed Issa Al Fairuz, Chairman of
Oman Equestrian Federation, was attended by Briga-
dier General Abdul Razzaq Al Shurzi , Commander of
Royal Cavalry, Faisal bin Mahboob Al Raisi, Director
General of Royal Cavalry for Technical Affairs, Rams
bin Jaman Al Owaira. Director General of Music of
Royal Guard of Oman, Major Jumma bin Rashid Al
Mushaikhi, Commander of Royal Cavalry Unit, Ma-
jor Hamran bin Masoud Al Durae, Commander of
Shafie Garrison, Yasser bin Hamood Al Kindi, Charge
de Affairs Secretary of the Federation and Hashil bin
Farhan Tahmom, Commander of Royal Cavalry and
number of Officers from Royal Cavalry.

In the meeting they discussed proposals and prepa-
ration for International participations for different
equestrian events taking into mind Olympic and
zlobal sports. It touched upon different related regula-
tions such as, fundamental system of the federation,
Financial, arbitrators, players and penalties regula-
tions which will be applied in the beginning of next

QUESTRIAN FEDERAT
NG WITH GOVERNN

JON HOLDS A

development that took place in preparing horses and
the comparison between the seasons in 2009/2010
and 2005/2006 in different equestrian sports. The
Brigadier General Commander of the Royal Cavalry
delivered a speech in which he welcomed all audi-
ences followed by a word from the Chairman of the
Federation. He thanked all the audience for attend-
ing the meeting and the Royal Cavalry for hosting
this meeting. In addition, he congratulated the Royal
Cavalry for qualifying three horsemen in Endurance
race of 80 km in South Africa. He then reviewed the
agenda meeting requesting the technical expert to dis-

play visual show. Later, the Technical Expert at the

Federation spoke about a proposal of sport activity for
the season 2010/2011 in different equestrian sports,
outside participation as well as training courses.

The meeting was concluded by displaying various
aspects of cooperation between the OEF and gov-
ernment committee units for the sake of rise in level
of equestrian sport locally and internationally. Later,
units in charge praised this meeting as being a good
motive made by the federation, which will have a
good impact in developing equestrian. The Board of
Directors of OEF used to call all the concerned bod-
ies of the Federation for a meeting either with horse,
horsemen owners or couches or chairmen of clubs
and equestrian committees in the Wilayats.
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Relationsh r'.l.'-‘

MNoor says, “My relationship with horses is of
several levels. Firstly, I love and take care of our
horses. They represent a great psychological
value to me, and the time I spend with it is
the most joyful of times. And the horse-riding
sports are one of the interesting sports that |
always practice. [ spend some of my free time
training and taking care of horses especially
on weekends. I also help my nephews learn to
ride horses.”

Spring

She said, “Our farm is located in the countryside
to the west of Aleppo where the landscape is
diverse. I love spring and I enjoy riding in its
cold mornings and evenings.”

_:'I -r.rf!l; IFiInce “.’{'{_!:.Ir,‘

She added, “Ilike all activities and competitions
related to horses riding, such as sprint, stamina
race and jumping. However, [ find myself more
inclined to stamina races. | have an ambition
to participate in the stamina races held in the
Arab countries and in the world. Horse beauty
contests attract me as well. Therefore, we in
the Andalusia stud participate in national
events organized by the Syrian Association for
Purebred Arabian Horses.”

indalusia Heba

She said, “*Whenever | imagine a horse, I
always remember Andalusia Heba because this
horse has a special value to me. It was born
unwell and I personally took care of it.”

Stables -f indalusia

She says, “To the west of Aleppo and along
the Taurus and Alomanus Mountains, there is
a chain of small plateaus and plains where our
farm is located on a hill surrounded by plains
of wheat and oats. The stables of Andalusia
which contain the purebred Arabian Syrian
horses exist there. My father established the
stables about half a century ago when the first
horse was acquired, Dehaim from the stud of
Hamdaniet Al-Afri Al-Simri. Andalusia stud
has some of the best Syrian horses, such as the
horse Hisham of Andalusia which was given
the title ‘Champion of Syria’ four times in the
national horse shows, in addition to the two
horses Baghdad of Andalusia and Silver of
Andalusia.”

=

HAHO

Noor alsc membership in WAHO
Organization is part of my permanent care of the
pure Arabian horses. | am dedicated to participate
in all the conferences held by WAHO in order that |
am one of the observers and opinion makers in the

organization.”

Her love for Oman

She said that Oman is a country of charm and beauty
which enjoys a different nature and unique attractive
beaches. But above all, it is a country of hospitable
people who ignore the materialistic contemporary life
and maintain the noble values.
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When asked her about the WAHO Conference
organized by the Royal Court Affairs and
represented by the Royal Cavalry, Noor said,

“The organization by Oman is a bright phase in
the History of WAHO. Actually | was privileged
to participate and 1 highly appreciate the efforts

as 1 ssed with the
performance of the Omani jockey in the shows and
| thank those who worked to make the Conlercnce

made to achieve it |

suceessful™

:! S5 '|'.
She says, *I always read Assayel Magazine. | got a number of its issues in one of the shows held. and then
[ became interested in it. It is a leading magazine in the field of horses and horsemanship.”

:-: |'r(I|'I;-_|'.!|I-(_'l.

She said that, I spend my free time to double my joy. When I am away from work, 1 spend hours reading
poetry and literature in general, as well as swimming and playing piano. | also take care of plants during
my leisure time.”

Wish

In regard of horses, Noor wishes to raise her horses in the Andalusia stud and to develop her personal
skills in horse riding. Personally speaking, she aspires to publish her first Research on Pharmaceutical
Pharmacy as a prelude to a series of researches which will be a part of her higher studies in contribution
to the development and elevation of science.

In Conclusion
She says, “I thank your magazine for its interest in horses and horsemanship and for highlighting the
activitics of horsemanship in most of the Arab cavalry societies.”




Noor

Noor Mohammad Munir Al-Anbergi
lives in the city of Aleppo in northern
Syria. She went to school in Aleppo
and completed her study at the
university in Amman. Now, she holds
Bachelors Degree in Pharmacy. She
was born for a family that appreciates
Arabian horses. Her family has been
breeding and taking care of horses
even before she was born. Noor
has been close 1o horses since her
childhood.

The First Horse

She started to ride horses at an early
age and was placed on the horseback
before she could walk. Her skills in
horseback riding developed as the
time passed. The first horse she rode
was the horse of her father. named
*Andalusia Kohl’, which was red-
coloured and belonged to the stud of
Hamdania Afri.

From Aleppo the city of civilization, history, Love

beauty and charm, the jockey, singing on the Noor said that the Arabian horse is
treads of the horse with her tender sensitivity, an animal famous of its intelligence,
visited the Sultanate during (WAHQ) Conference loyalty, courage, Spf"":d* PaweE and
and admired Oman. In an interview conducted ?ﬂ]ﬂ ql!amm,S thﬂ,t i gamed. due mb
by Assavel Magazine, ‘Noor®™ who loves horses, B8 relationship “"”‘,h‘ the knights of
: % i desert. These qualities are the one
shed light on the world of a jockey. that distinguished it from the rest of

the horses and caused it to he admired
by the Arabs and the non-Arabs, In
ancient times, strength and prestige
of the tribe were measured with
the number of its riders and horses.
Perhaps History books mentioned a
lot of stories about the role of horses
in battles and this made her love the
Arabian horse. 2N
-
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“Wheo is the person whe encouraged you in all af these
haobhbies?

Actually, my brother encouraged me to play the oud, and
[ was trained further in the Omani Association for Lute
Amateurs at the hands of Mr. Fathi Mohsen. My mother
supported me to practice the sport of camel riding. My
older sister encouraged me to involve in equestrian sports
and horse riding, while my younger sister and my col-
leagues encouraged me to pursue the rest of my hobbies.

*Whart is yvour slogan in life?

In short, my slogan in life is: “Life is Hope®. A person
must have certain hopes and ambitions. And above all, he
or she must have confidence in Allah. However, | deliv-
ered a lecture in a school related to this aspect.

«Tell us ahout your work ambitions?

I dream of becoming a social worker after studying soci-
ology so that I can help all members of my society. | also
dream of working in the Royal Navy because [ like swim-
ming and diving. | have ambitions to be a skilled player
in the game of wood ball. However, all of these remain
dreams which I am striving to achieve.

*What are your future ambitions and hopes?

| aspire to be in the future a girl whose community is
proud of, and to honor the name of my country in the
international forums and among all nations of the world
regardless of the job or position that I will hold. I have
ambitions to appear before His Majesty during my per-
formance of camel riding in the Rovyal Festival for Horse
and Camel Riding next year. | aim at raising camels and
preserve this inherent heritage of Oman because a camel
can teach a person lot of values and ethics which combine
religion, heritage, culture and sports. I will also continue
training in equestrian and camel riding sport alike, and 1
will teach my children to ride horses and camels in the
future.

“Do yon have something to say in this regard?

At first, | would like to express my gratitude with all re-
spect and admiration to the Leader His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said for his support and interest in the heri-
tage of Oman and also for his great encouragement for
the Omani girls. | give my special thanks to the Royal
Camel Riders as they provided me with the opportunity
to practice the sport of camel riding. My thanks are given
for all those who encouraged and supported Ghada Al-
Sivabi and contributed in bringing her to this level. | also
extend my thanks and appreciation to your magazine As-
sayel that allowed me to talk about this inherent heritage.
I congratulate this remarkable development of excellent
documentation for everything related to horses, camels
and heritage.
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to appear
before His Majesty
during my perfor-
mance of camel riding
in the Royal Festival
for Horse and Camel
Riding next year.

n this space, we used to provide an interview with a female rider to tell her expenience in the eque
trian world. In this issue. however, we have chosen to interview a female camel rider who seen
bit unique. Thanks to the care provided by the Sultanate for the woman, Oman was actually able
prove its existence and rise with pride for the great importance of this sport, notto mention that if
one of the traditional legacies which were handed down from our grandfathers, The Sultanate is o
of the first countries in the region and the world in which women professionally stood on the ba
of the camel for a show. Our interview today is with the 18-year-old female camel rider Ghada Guma /
Siyabi. We met her in an interesting dialogue, and she took us to a wider world of tamels and camel ridir

* Tell us about your experience in camel riding and how it started?

My experience in this sport was not direct. My beginning actually dates back to 12 years ago when | stari
practicing equestrian sports. Al that time, we owned a horse named ‘Fayyad”, butit was well-known as */
Hamdania®, My start was on this horse. Afier 1 mastered this sport with the support of the Omani Equestri
Federation and the Royal Cavalry, | wished to move to a more exciting and thrilling sport which can be ch
lenging. 1 found that the camel riding sport is best suited for me and that it can be my way towards creativ
and excellence as | am one of the first Omani girls who exercised this sport. | was indeed able to prove 1
presence in the camel riding sport after having practiced it for one year only.

Interviewer and Photographer: Hamoud bin Salim Al-Riyam

= Despite the hardships how could you continue

the praciice af the camel riding spori?

I entered the world of camel with a view for ex-
ploration. 1 do not consider myself practicing a

hobby, but my practice of this sport is like learn-
ing at school where I get all that is new and use-
ful. Every day 1 discover new things about cam-
els, and I try to find in the literature and in the

Internet for everything related to this great crea-
ture. | thank my mother for her continuous en-
couragement and support for my further training.
Her encouragement increased my confidence

and made me continue this journey. The encour-
agement I received from my mother comes from

an Omani Bedouin origin as she experienced the

life of the desert since her childhood. In fact, |

am proud as an Omani girl who adores my heri-
tage and tries to maintain and develop it in a way
that does not change its ancient nature.

*= Tell us abour the difference between the

eguestrian world and the world of camels?

I entered the world of equestrian when I was
afraid of horses. But because of my great love
towards horses, I have adored everything about
this beautiful creature. The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: *In the hand of the horse is tied
the good until the Day of Resurrection’.

Riding horses is much easier than riding cam-
els and standing on the back of a camel is more
difficult than standing on a horseback. 1 entered
the world of camels because of my passion and
my love, as a girl of the Omani heritage and be-
cause of the fact that camels are always faithful
to their owners. The camel is a blessing and if a
rider falls from its back, he will not be harmed
seriously. Furthermore, the camel is a source of
contemplation of the greatness of the Creator.
Allah, the Exalted, says in the Sura Al-Gashia:
‘Do they not look at the camels, how they are
created’. Moreover, it is praised with its good
and its blessing: ‘If milked, it quenches thirst. If
slaughtered, it satisfies. If pregnant, it will carry
a heavy baby. When walking, it goes far’. The
camel is also mentioned in more than 20 verses
and in more than 50 prophetic narrations.

= Whar are the camel sporfs exercised by you?

I have exercised various camel sports and the
most impertant are the running shows, Al-Ham-
pel and Al-Tagrud. I lived in the heritage world
with its minute details and I feel proud when 1

recite the poetic verses that carry meaning of
dignity and glory embroidered with the name
of His Majesty the Sultan — Allah save him. My
body trembles when | do that because our Sultan
is a great leader who had build this country and
made Oman a modern State which has a promi-
nent position in this world. He had also estab-
lished an informed and educated generation that
is aware of the importance of improving in all
areas of practical and scientific aspects.

® Tell us about the most excifing moment you

spent with the camel?

After having a sigh and looking towards the ho-
rizon of the sky, she said: “In fact, every moment
I spend with the camel has a special character that
remains stuck in my memory. The most beauti-
ful moment was at the conclusion of the Local
Camel Racing for this season when I screamed
as loud as 1 could while standing on the back
of the camel *Al-Namoos®, and | performed a
tribute to the patron of the event, everyone was
surprised and applauded intimately.”

*Tell us abour yvour hoblbies?

I pursue several hobbies, whether sports, arts
or others. Regarding sports, I like equestrian,
camel racing, table tennis, handball, swimming,
wooden ball, mountain climbing, and camping.
Now I am seeking to learn archery. In terms of
art hobbies, | like the practice of painting, sculp-
ture, design, fashion, sewing, decoration, pho-
tography and playing the oud. Now, | am also
trying to learn how to make daggers. | also en-
joy challenges and competitions and I get great
satisfaction when [ live up in this wonderful of
experience. In addition, 1 enjoy cooking and
raising fish, birds and animals. 1 have a beauti-
ful Shirazian cat named ‘Mezeen’, with whom
I have established a strong friendship in a brief
period.
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Under The Rain

We Look at the sky begging for rain. The wind
blows heavy carrying clouds laden with fresh
water. The drops of the rain fall clean the humans,
trees, stones on earth. The water flows abundantly
in the valleys to irrigate the barren land and
thirsty palm trees which are long-awaited for the
Elixir of Life. The seeds buried in the deserts and
wasteland wake up. Finally, the land becomes
decorated with a new green garment.

When the rain falls, Falajes come to life again.
Some streams may have forgotten that once upon
a time they were the path for the water of the
Falaj. Some small “Falaj swimming pools™ which
were used for a long time by the worshippers for
shower and ablution have turned into empty pits
since a long time. Palm trees whose roots and
trunks dried up because the water of Falaj has
boycotted them a long time ago are about to talk
and complain of thirst and discloses the suppressed
pain. When the rain comes, the yvellow leaflets
are thrilled and announce a wedding of nature.

When the rain falls and the garden of our house
becomes full with water which turns into small
pools, 1t reminds us of our young age when we
were around ten years old and we use to play with
mud. We would become like wet birds which
could not move, and our tender bodies would
shiver because of the cold. Soon, the voices of our
mothers would rise forcing us to quickly return to
our home and if not they will lose their tolerance
for our stubbornness but we use to go back and
play in the mud again.
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