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An exceptional event in every spot of Oman on 18th Novem-
ber 2010
It is an extraordinary event that led the Omani society to the
world of achievement and developments. It is an event of pri-
de and pleasure for any Omani citizen. It is 18th November,
the renaissance day, a land mark in the Omani history, Our
feelings towards such an event that considers the mankind the
main builder and the backbone of development are beyond
words,
You can sense the fruits of achievements in every spot of
Oman. The dramatic changes in all over Oman allowed the
Omanis to be part of the modernized world.
Forty years of challenges and accomplishmenis in Oman,
Throughout these years, Oman is gone beyond the material
establishment stage to focus on developing the potential
Omanis as people of ambitions and innovation.
As we are getting close to this historic day, we can say with
certainty that life itself senses this glorious event as Muscat
and all other cities are covered with colors, national music
and instruments are played, as well as breeze of pride and
dignity refreshing the air around us.
It is not easy to summarize the efforts of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos to build up this country from scratch. He has done
all what it takes to keep his word and promise for his people.
He has proven to be a great leader and peace maker. Every
renaissance is another phase of development in all fields. The-
refore, many look up to this country and lights are shed on its
achievements throughout these yvears.
His Majesty is well known around the world for his wisdom
and balanced way of thinking by taking rational decisions for
a better future. Every year we celebrate the renaissance day
with joy and pride. His Majesty is the heart of our nation and
we are proud to be Omanis.
God Bless the country of Love, Security and Peace.
God Bless its Loyal People
God Bless His Majesty on his 40th National Day
May the Almighty shower you with His blessings and bene-
volence.
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His Excellency Sayyed Shihab
bin Tariq Al Saeed, Advisor
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
presided over the opening of
the 4 days artistic exhibition
of selected pieces of noble
speech, organized by Al Mouj
project Muscat in cooperation
with the Omani Association for
Plastic Arts. It covered 33 artis-
tic works of Arab scripts writ-
ten by 20 Omani calligraphers,
showing selected pieces of
noble speech of His Majesty in
between the years 1970 to 2009.
It also included 7 stone pieces
on which it was engraved the
words of His Majesty for the
purpose of commemoration of
realized achievements. These
stones will be fixed on the open-
ing of the Sultanates® Wilayats.
His Excellency commented on
the event saying that it comes
in coincidence with the advent
of the Sultanate’s Celebration
of 40th National Day.

This event expressed talents of Omani calligraphers through the use of all kinds ;
of seripts in writing His Majesty’s phrases. After touring the exhibition, he for-
warded his thanks to His Majesty the Sultan for his great attention towards Omani
artists and for Omani Associations of fine Arts to utilize Omani talents for their /
countries. He also thanked all those who are concerned with the Association for #_f_
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A1 the end of the competitions. the patron of the ceremony, His Excellency Sheikh Salim Al-Ma'sham awarded
the winners. A huge numbers of audience attended the closing ceremony, The Referces Committee was awarded
as well. Regarding the individual competitors, the first ten were awarded. Shooter Hilal bin Mubarak Al-Bosad
ranked first and got the Champion Cup in addition to a four-wheel drive car and cash prize due to obtaining 190
pomts. Shooter Katheer bin Mushm Al-Katheiri ranked second for obtaining 189 points and was awarded with a
Saloon car. Other winners such as Al Ghawas., Al Al-Katheiri, and Salim Al-Diri received cash prizes for ranking

third, lourth, and Hlth respectively

Regarding the Wilavats and clubs, prizes were given to the fiest five winning teams. Dhofar Club ranked first,
Wilivatr Magshan second, Wilavan Thumeant thied, Al-Nasir Club fourth. and Wilavar Al-Mudhaibi Gifth. All the

|1|_'|_""q, TOLES WTITICTS POy |."1| 1.".I.‘1|.'| Pl'l/L"‘-.

Resarding Plaie Shooting Competition, Wilavat Thumrait ranked first while Al-Nasir Club ranked second. The
Winners of this competition received cash prizes too. At the end, 1is Excellency Sheikh Salim bin Outait bin
\bdullah A-Shanfari, President of Dhotar Municipality and Chiet” of the Main Committee of Salalah Tounsm
Festival 2010 gave a 2ilt for His Excelleney Sheikh Salim bin Mustahail Al-Ma'shani, the patron of the ceremony.
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CURRENCY
MUSEL

Due to the importance of musecums in keep-

ing these possessions against damage, the
Central Bank of Oman established a

museum for currencies that have been circu-
lated in Oman before the Islam and 1 '
suance of the first national currency

Rial’ in the Era of Sultan Saeed bin Taimour
in 1970. The museum includes metal cur-
rencies namely, 1st Islamic Silver Dirham
which 15 similar to Sasaniya Dirham, Bizan-
tiva metal currencies and other Islamic cur-
rencies carrying verses from the Holy Book
of Quran and Hijri Calendar. In Arabian Peninsula was found
Besides that, the museum covers a group of
colonialism currencies that were circulated
around the Sultanate since 1801 until 1970.
The Sultanate in this stage witnessed a com-

in Oman.

The Sultanate has good knowledge of curren-
cies through its people practicing trades with
many nations. Its knowledge enabled it in this
field to balance between different currencies.
Besides it achieved a good result in coining as-
pect representing that the oldest Islamic house
for coining in peninsula was established in
Oman and the oldest currency was known as
silver Dirlham which carried the name of Oman
in 81 B.C.

mercial movement and economic relations
with the world. that. there was one currency
named Maria Teresa (Tailer) coined in Eu-

rope in addition to other foreign currencies.

The museum covers also a legal paper note
of Indian Emperor that was common m the
Sultanate of Muscat and Oman during the
period from 1927 to 1948, in addition to,
the currency note of India during the period
from 1949 to 1957 and currency notes of the
Sultanate of Zanzibar and Bema (20 Rupee

note) that was issued in January 1908 added
to various categories including 100 Rupee,
50 Rupee and 5 Rupee notes that were issued
between 1916 ta 1920,

For the National currencies, the Museum
covers the five additions of Omani currency
notes supervised by Muscat Currency Au-
thority on 7th of May, 1970. This edition
included currency notes of categories rang-
ing from 10 Rials Saeedi to 100 Baiza. The
second edition of currency notes were 15sued
on 18th of November, 1972 under the super-
vision of Oman Currency Council with notes
categories similar to the first issued notes.
The currency name was later changed from
Saeedi Rial to Omani Rial while the third i1s-
suance is considered as one of its kind that

was printed and supervised by Central Bank
of Oman which assumed its activity on 1st
of April, 1975.

The Central Bank of Oman supervised issuance of the fourth and fifth edition and the metal
money. The currency notes carried in the fifth issuance have pictures of various renaissance
achicvements witnessed by the Sultanate under the prosperous Era of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos. Currencies of this issuance are still valid until now,

The currency notes of fourth and fifth edition carries the noble signature of His Majesty Sul-
tan Qaboos. A note of 50 Rials was firstly published in 1982 besides other similar notes of
the third issuance. It covers memorial currencies made of silver and bronze issued in the Era
of His Majesty the Sultan, which carries notations, achievements and meanings explaining
various aspects of Omani civilization and national and international events.

The museum is comprised of various display halls and each has a portrait containing buttons
and by pressing on the keys, one may watch the required currency on the screen and read
information of that currency. Besides that, it covers 26 seats showing Omani currencies, du-
ties, systems. films and various visual models of Central Bank of Oman.

The museum has a rare set of currency notes circulated since olden times and some currency
notes that was circulated since 1st Hijri century. The total numbers of currency pieces avail-
able at eurrency museum are 672,
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His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
and the people of Sultanate of Oman
on the 40th National Day

LARSEN & TOUBRO (OMAN) LLC. . e A LY

PO Box 598, Postal Code 112, Ruwi, Sultanate of Oman \_-_*
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Blurbs about the Championship

We had a meeting with Mr. Haider Hussein Jumaili, head of the Iraqi delegation and he said: “The cham-
pionship is successful in terms of the management and arbitration. We witnessed a remarkable progress
in the level of horsemen through the technical side and the difficulty of obtaining medals in this game
because the teams began to form a tactical clear side. Fortunately, the Iraqi team could get gold, silver
and bronze medals.” Jumaili added: “The ambition of Iraq is to expand the base of the Tent-pegging in
Iraq and to organize an international championship in this game over the next year in order to activale
the game locally and internationally.” He concluded: *1 extend my gratitude and appreciation to the
Sultanate of Oman and to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said and to Oman Equestrian Federation.”

We also had a meeting with Colonel General Mahmoud Al-Herot, Commander of the Jordanian Cavalry
of Public Security, head of the Jordanian delegation to the championship and he said: “In fact, words
cannot describe your generosity, hospitality and kindness that you showed in welcoming us. We did not
feel that we were guests in this country. We felt as if we were in our country and among our people. This
shows an honest and noble mutual feeling between the People of Jordan and Oman, may Allah save their
leaders.” Al-Herot added: “It is the first time we participated in such a championship outside Jordan.
It was an excellent and successful championship in terms of organization and management because all
the requirements of the championship, whether the site, horses or accessories were provided. The direct
supervision and follow-up by the Oman Equestrian Federation and the Organizing Committee and the
ddmumlnllw:, and technical committee led to the success of this championship. We wish you all success
and progress.”

In conclusion of the series of our meetings, we met Mr. Raafat Abdel Rahman, Head of the Sudanese de-
legation and Secretary General of the Sudan Equestrian Federation who said: “In fact, Oman Equestrian
Federation is the federation that put the seed of Tent-pegging sport in Sudan which excelled in this game.
The evidence of its excellence is the high results achieved by the Sudanese team in this championship.
We do not say that Omani Equestrian Federation only taught us the Tent-pegging sport, but we say that
it put trust in us to maintain it in the African continent.”
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he flag of the Sultanate flitted high during the test championship of the second Asian Beach

Games 2010 in Muscat on the third Oman International Tent-pegging Championship in which

seven countries had participated: Britain, Pakistan, Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Egypt and Sudan in ad-
dition to Oman Team (A) and Oman Team (B). The National Anthem was sung and was heard all over
the place while Oman horsemen stood on the podium, carrying cups and wearing gold after they won 11
colored medals: four gold, three silver and four bronze medals out of 24 medals, eight medals for each
category. Thus the different and total number of medals won by the Sultanate in Tent-pegging during
the past three years is 55. This championship is sponsored by Oman Telecommunications Company
(Omantel).

Opening and Closing

The championship was launched under the auspices of
His Highness Sayyid Mohammed bin Thuwaini Al Said,
with the presence of a number of sports figures and a
number of equestrian amateurs, while the championship
closing ceremony was held under the auspices of His
Excellency Mohammed bin Hamoud Al Tobi, Under-
secretary of the Ministry of Tourism.

Ali Al Balushi -The Best Horseman

The horseman of our National Team Ali bin Saleh Al Ba-
lushi of Oman team (A) won the title, *The Best Horse-
man’ in the championship after picking up 212 points,
which he achieved during the championship days.

Exhibition

Oman Equestrian Federation also organized an exhi-
bition in companion for the championship. The exhi-
bition showed photos of horses, with the participation
of a group of artists who drew Arabian horses with the
smallest details of their beauty, vigor and pride. It was
held inside tents to illustrate the close link between equ-
estrian and the Bedouin tent. The exhibition in the desert
represented an aesthetic pallet to confer on the champi-
onship with a captivating touch of beauty. This ex-
hibition was sponsored by the National Bank of Oman.
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HE Mohammed bin Hamoud Al-Tobi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Tour-
ism, inaugurated the book “Heritage
Strongholds: Castles and Forts in Oman™
by Dr. Patricia Groves, under the sponsor-
ship of the Ministry of Tourism, Omran
Company, Bank Muscat and the Omani
Society for Fine Arts. The book takes you
in a trip to Oman’s past history through
visiting the most famous “28" castles and
forts in Oman.

Moreover, it is bounded with serious and
documented texts and expressive photo-
graphs taken by Yaap Kroes, who pro-
vides insight into the historical architec-
tural fortifications in the Sultanate.

The book provides an unrivalled visual
pleasure through the photos of many cas-
tles and forts taken by Yaap Kroes. The
analyses presented by Patricia Groves
are really precious as they include deep
meaning and important dimensions.

Jt cantains the mast fa-
mous 28 caotles and
fonts in the Sultanate of
Oman.

The author adopts a unique philosophy
in reviewing the castles and forts of
Oman. In examining these heritage an-
tiques that adorn all a of the Sultan-
ate, he discusses the details of castles,
and describes their architecture and ter-
rains. The photographer also chooses the
most exciting angles to capture his pho-
tos with fine details.

The book shows the castles and forts
of Oman as an important and vital part
of our heritage and our culture. It illus-
trates that every castle or fort derives its
beauty from the beauty of the surround-
ing environment. It embodies its beauty
and unigueness in impressive poetry and
breathtaking images.
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In spite of the protection program to save them,
tahr are threatened with extinction. Unfortunately,
there are many threats faced by them such as habi-
tat destruction for building roads and houses n-

his animal lives throughout Al Hajar

Mountains, Wadi Al Sareen Nature Re-

serve and Qahwan Mountain, 11 must
drink water regularly every 2-3 days and feeds
on several types of plants. It is the Arabian tahr.
which is a rare species in the whole world.
The Arabian Tahr is scientifically known as "
Arabitragus jayakari ", a type of wild goat that
lives only in the Omani Al Hajar Mountains
and UAE near the Oman border.

side mountainous areas. As well as being predated
by other animals such as wolves and hunters who
trade on them.

Wadi Al Sareen Nature Reserve

Wadi Sareen Nature Reserve is located in Fastern
Al Hajar Mountams, around 45 km away from
Muscat in the south west direction. From the east-
ern side the reserve reaches to Wadi Diga and from
the southern side it extends to Wadi Al Tayeen. It
is believed that the largest population of Arabian
tahr inhabits this reserve which is one of its kinds
in the entire world,

The reserve was established in 1974 under the
management of Office for Conservation of the En-
vironment in the Diwan of Royal Court, In 1976, 1 he Natural Diversity of the Wadi Sa-
a decision was issued from the Diwan for ensur- reen Nature Reserve

ing protection of Arabian tahr in its areas. Local In terms of animals: there are mammals such as

rangers were appointed to safeguard tahr and they Arabian tahr. Mountain gazelle, Arabian wolf,

The male tahr is distinctive for its rounded
homns and for the black curved stripes on its
back. In winters, its fur becomes so rigid and
thick that it becomes like a hoop surrounded
up to the feet reaching the height of 60cm. The
overall height of tahr is around 90cm. On the
other hand, the female tahr is distinctive for its
small horns and with no distinguishing marks.
This animal can live in areas with height of
2000m above sea level but mostly prefers the
areas between 1000 and 1800 m high.

go on regular patrols for two or three days in or- Blanford’s fox, Red fox and Hedgehog. In terms
der 1o protect and record sightings of the tahr and  ©f plants: number of plants estimated as 400 liv-
other wild animals in the reserve, Morcover, they ing types and 10 types exposed of extinction, in-
report any hunting incident. Because of all these cluded in the red list of Omani plants. Some are
precautionary procedures, the number of Arabian  registered as paramount important plants in the
tahr has increased within the nature reserve. white and black mountains (within the reserve)
One of the Sultan Qaboos University students did ~ such as Rhus aucheri, Iphiona horride, Lavandula
a comprehensive analysis of Arabian tahr sightings ~ subnuda, Dionysia mira and Ceratonia oreothau-
collected by the reserve rangers during the past 20 ma in eastern Al Hajar Mouniain.

years in Wadi Al Sareen. Through this analysis, it

was found that the herd size of tahr consists of 4 to - Local communities

Il individuals. Groups of females and young were A strong relationship exists between the Reserve
uncommon, single males were seen regularly, but  management and the local communities. The tra-
male groups were very rare. ditional knowledge is seen as an important source
in conserving the local environment, In 1979, a
new Hemya was made in Wadi Qaeed in agree-
ment with the local people. For instance, the local
herders agreed not to graze at a certain time in the
vear in order to allow growth of plants, There is
continuous consultation between the local com-
munities and the Reserve management.

Arabian tahr feeds on certain type of food such
as fruits and branches of mountainous trees,
shrubs, as well as grass. This kind of food is
also eaten by domestic goats and donkeys so
the competition is high on them. There are
times that tahr are forced to leave as these ani-
mals occupy their favorite places. Another fac-
tor that threatens tahr is their constant depen-
dence on water unlike other mammals that can
adapt to the anid environments. This gives the
hunters a chance to ambush them near water
sources,

Another point about tahr is that they are very
territorial animals, as tahr male allocates a
certain area and creates a scrape hole using 1s
horns and legs. Usually it is hard to find them

but the tracks left behind them indicate their the Office for Conservation of the Environment,

existence. They may live solely or in groups. Diwan of Roval Cowrt on the following numbers: Tourism in the Reserve

Arabian tahr do not form large seasonal rut- J4693F36, 24693537, oF write to geedre@oman- Several types of visitors visit the Reserve. Oman
bl b wehl) 1 perod Sl e Historical Association and Oman Environment
portunistically in small, dispersed family units. Sl Smuion it Dnen Bedieosen
Reproduction depends on pasture condition. In PS. Text and picturés are from the Office for Con- The Reserve can be reached from the resorts of )
case of good pasture, the female tahr may give servation of the Environment, Diwan of Royal Barr Al Jissah and Yetti in less than 30 minutes. o
birth twice a year. Court.
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competion

hali Sidab team won the first place in the Friendship competion, organized by Japanese Embassy

in the Sultanate in cooperation with the Ministry of Sport Affairs at Mutrah Corniche. His Excel-
lency Engr. Khalfan bin Saleh Al Nabi, Advisor at the Ministry of Sport Affairs, H.E. Siji Mortimtoti,
Japan's Ambassador Accredited to the Sultanate, number of officials at the Ministry, press and media
and number of fans of marine sports attended the event.

This competition comes in the contest of Japan’s Navy visit to take part in the celebration of 40th blessed
National Day as an expression of friendship of Japan to the Omani people. It included 4 rounds with the
participation of 4 teams namely A and B teams from Japan Navy, Royal Navy of Oman and Ahali Sidab.
In the first round, A & B teams got the first place while Ahali Sidab won the second place. In the fourth

round, Royal Navy of Oman got the third place At the end of four rounds, Ahali Sidab got first place after

completion with (A) team in the traditional rowing.
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Umicr the auspices of His Ex-
cellency Sheikh Thabit bin

Hamed Al-Majali, the shows of

Horse Traditional Sport Festival
started on Asafinat Field in Bidiya
in Al-Sharqia Region. The festival
is organized by Bidiya Club for
Horse Races as a continuing ef-
fort to revive the Omani traditional
sports.

This festival is the most important
sporting event in Bidiya. This year
since more than 285 knights rep-
resenting 20 Wilayats participated
in the festival, it had a mass crowd
and wide range of fans.

The festivals™ activities started with
the arrival of His Excellency to the
race field where a number of the
knights asked him to start the festi-
val. After that, folk groups and rid-
ers entered presenting a traditional
show mixed of equestrian sports.
The traditional shows revealed the
interest of horse owners and their
desire to maintain the old sports,

I
=~

" - X,
285 knights from 2¢° ﬁf‘i@}am shgw

i

4

The participants presented amazing shows where the knights entered in solid lines riding their
horses and wearing traditional clothes. Moreover, the participants chanted the horse voice “Al-
Hampal® which excited the audience. Then, the art of “jumping” the horses started with chanting
traditional songs that impressed the audience who interacted with the verses of poetry with the

knights. After that, the race program started and it varied in rounds full of excitement, rivalry, en-

thusiasm, and the talents shown by the knights who prepared for this traditional event. The several
rounds of the show reflected the abilities of the knights in making interesting presentations of horse
riding. The training skills also showed the extra care and attention given to the horse’s raising. A
number of participants showed their abilities by standing on the horse back while riding it, in the
exciting rounds. Through all these rounds, the activities of the horses’ politeness were presented,
including horse layering and the displays of discipline which the Omani knights in many Wilayats
have.

The Final Panel:

The final panel in the festival reflected the good organization since it characterizes the abilities of

the knights in organizing the march-past in front of the main platform and the audience. It also
showed the possibility of developing horse shows which the organizers desire while presenting the
traditional events. The final panel was one of the most important round in the festival because of

the knights restricted to the uniforms which they were wearing and by repeating songs and enthu-

stastic verses of poetry which the knight were good at in presenting the arts of horses’ shows. N

b

Translated by Safyia Al Belushi Q
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Traditional Equestrianism Competitions Display in Ibri

camival of traditional horse riding competitions was held in Ibri with the participation
of 330 horses from different Omani regions. It was under the patronage of His Excel-
lency Hilal Bin Saeed Al Hajri, Wali of Ibri with the attendance of His Excellency

Nasr bin Homoud Al Kindi, Head of Finance and Supplying Affairs in Diwan of

Royal Court Affairs. Many Sheiks and other people attended the event.

The carnival consisted of many traditional Omani Equestrianism arts such as Al Ham-
bil and Al Turheeb. Moreover, many horse owners showed their skills in horse hypnosis to show how
much the horse abide to their owners indicating the strong relation between them.

I'he significant ol this event lies in reviving old horse nding arts and preserving them. In addition, it was

a chanee tor the cavalries to display their skills and walents, as well as the solid relationship between the

horses and cavalries
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The castle is surrounded by walls and there is a big gate in its north eastern side that leads to the entrance.
Above the gate, there is a small square tower used as a control tower during peace time and on the other
hand, it was used for pouring hot oil or honey on attackers during wars. To build such a stunning military
fortifications is a result of accumulative experience and factors, one of which is geographical elements. For
instance. Oman had crucial geographical position thorougout centuries, so it was the target of invaders and
the continuous wars. Moreover, being surrounded by countries with old civilizations and their architectural
arts was another factor. All these wars and experiences helped Oman to be creative in Military fortifications
and architectural designing its buildings. If you look at the castle’s general structure, you can find different
floor levels and various building methods used in constructing the castle. This indicates that it was built in
series of stages such as main building, artillerist towers and other building parts.

The main building consists of different sections in two floors and its height is 12m. There are many
rooms stch as meeting room, date storing room and horse riding equipment room. Another section con-
sists of three floors with a height of 22m. It includes many rooms such as praying room, Imam's ward,
sun and moon hall and ladies room. The last two rooms are designed with grout and wooden decora-
tions. Some buildings in the castle consist of four floors. One of the special features of these rooms
is that the lower part has two wooden small helms and the upper part is built of plaster network from
outside allowing the air and light to come in. The sun and moon hall is the best example of the rooms
in the castle. Its wooden pillars and boards are decorated with geometrical shapes, Quranic verses and
beautiful traditional flowers. Moreover, they are designed with tangled climber plants. flowers and
branches.

Types of Ceilings in Jabrin Castle:

There are different styles of ceiling in the castle and they can be classified into three types: the flat ceil-
ing, ceiling with knotted design and the ribbed vaults which is known for its stunning Bzacharvh stucco
of the three rooms

The Decorative or Ornamented Elements:

Jabrin castle is distinctive than the other Omani forts and castles in terms of its omamented design that
consists of various plants and Geometric designs as well as writings. The designers at that period were
influenced by the Persian style which is used in the three rooms of the ground floor as well as in the
general architecture.

As for the geometric shapes, you can find squares, quadrangles and octagons. You can also find writings
all over the fort which are sculptured in woods and gypsum of the walls, ceilings and windows.
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Ma—my forts and castles were built in Oman in the past which are now famous tourist sites and one of
them is Jibreen Castle. It is named afier a village called “Jibreen” located in Willayat Bahla in the
middle of plain oasis. The castle was built in a peaceful and prosperity period in Oman. One can sense
this peacefulness by looking at the stunning design and architecture of the castle from all its angles.

Moreover, the castle’s architecture reflects the prior building experiences inherited throughout genera-
tions. [t is special and distinctive in terms of its architectural design and its historic significant. As a
matter of fact, it was the living accommodation of the Imam in peace time and defensive stronghold in
WArs.

It was built by Imam Bil'arab bin Sultan bin Saif Al Ya'arubi who ruled Oman proximally between
(1090 AH-1104 AH) corresponding (1680-1692). It is a big castle in rectangular shape with a length of
34 mand 16 m in height and in some corners the height reaches to 22m. There are two round artillerist
towers (12m diagonal of each) in the castle’s southern and northern sides. The towers are faced opposite
to each other in a way to protect the castle from its four directions. This way of building towers can also
be seen in Al Hazam Fort whose towers are in the northern and southern direction, so the fort is protected
from all the sides without building any other towers for each of its four directions, like in many forts
and castles.
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Oman Equﬂsﬁipm Tederation takes T:'wd._ ﬂfm one month Al

Salalah lodaristic

[estival 2010

Oman Federation was able to prove ity position in Salalah Touristic Festival 2010 through irs participa-
tion in number of sport, cultural and artistic activities for one month. Such participation comes to activate
the tourism movement in the Sultanate and acquaints all categories of society, visitors and tourists with
horses to spread equestrian culture, in addition to exploit distinguished climate of Dhofar Governorate.
Especially equestrian activities are not active during this time of the vear but such climate is very suitable

for horse and its racing evenis.

Various events

Equestrian activities vary between sport, agriculture and art events to reach to more than 16 events. Com-
petitions in endurance, Tent Pegging, Show Jumping, Horse Art are held in addition to cultural and artistic
events in Kaheel exhibition and Saheel evening party. 5 competitions in Tent-Pegging were assigned dur-
ing the Federation's participation at the festival, They composed rounds in Sword, Javelin Throw, Lemon

cutting and Rings Pegging. His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah bin Saif Al Mahrougi, Deputy Minister of

State and Governor of Dhofar presided over one of the Tent- Pegging Competitions.

Endurance Race
Holding qualified competition for Endurance race of 40 km at Dhofar Governorate was announced. 13
horses out of 14 were qualified.

Show Jumping
Oman Equestrian Federation organized four competitions related to Show Jumping in front of Munici-
pality Entertainment Centre at Sahal Ateen |st.

Horse Art (Dirsag):
Also Oman Equestrian Federation held four competitions for Horse Art Municipality Entertainment
Centre.

Kaheel Exhibition

The Federation aims at spreading equestrian culture with an artistic way through holding a special
equestrian exhibition under the title (Kaheel). By this way, all artists interested in horse drawing are
invited to atiend the exhibition. Cavalry units displayed variouns horse equipments in this exhibition. The
nine days event was participated by the Royal Cavalry, Royal Entourage and the Royal Gsuard in addi-
tion to Mudarat Sultan Oman. The exhibition was opened officially under the auspices of His Excellency
Sheikh Salim bin Owfait Al Shanfari, Chairman of Dhofar Municipality.

(Saheel) Evening party

Saheel evening party was held with the participation of a group of Omani and Gulf poets. The poets
recited poems about the country, Sultan and the horses. It was held at Al Murroj theatre presided over
by Eng. Abdula Qadir Ahmed Al Haddad, Deputy Chairman of Dhofar Governorate. The Poets, Ahmed
Al Balushi, Aseela Al Suhailia, Mazin Al Haddabi as well as the Qatari poet Shihab Al Shamrani took
part in the event,

Tent Pegging Courses

Oman Federation works to activate equestrian position at Salalah Sport Complex at Awaqad by orga-
nizing the 4th training course of Tent- Pegging for Arab & Asian jockeys. The three countries namely
Jordon, Iraq and Kazakhstan took part in the course as the Sultanate is considered as a training centre
of Tent-Pegging jockeys besides those holding private camps of equestrian coincides with the course.
International couches were imported to organize training camps for the Tent Pegging Jockeys of the
Sultanate. The jockeys were divided into 3 groups. The National team of Tent Pegging was trained in
this camp afler they came back from South Africa.




Warmest greetings to

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
and the people of Sultanate of Oman
on the 40th National Day
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In the first round held for Yadaa category, Al Shahinia owned by Ali Bin Said Al Qaisi from the
Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Hasan came first.

In the third round held for Yadaa category, Jabara owned by Mohamed Bin Abdoon Al Wahaibi from

gl T In the eighth round held for Hool category, Al Boaidi owned by Hamid Bin Naser Al Harasi from the

Wilayat of Rustaq came first.

In the ninth round held for Hool category, Wasaet owned by Sheikh Abdullah Bin Naser Al Hashmi
In the fifth round held for Yadaa category, Salmoda owned by Naif Bin Al Saghir Al Wahaibi from the from the Wilayat of Al Kamel wa Al Wafi came first. Later, the Chief Guest presented awards to the
Wilayat of Al Musannah came first. owners of the winning camels.

Morocco's experience

It is worth mentioning that the Royal Cavalry organized a program for the delegation for this visit in
which it included a visit to the Directorate of Royal Cavalry at Al Fulaij. The delegation got acquaint-
ed with its services like daily and various activities. They also visited outside farms in Al Shargia
region in which they acquainted with Omani camels, their ways of breeding and taking care of them
bestdes they met some camel trainers too.

In the seventh round held for Thanaya —Bekar category, Al Bwaiten owned by Abdullah Bin Twairesh
Al Wahaibi from the Wilayat of Bidiyah came first.
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Gratitude
Sheikh Al Mamaary presented much thanks to Oman Equestrian Federation for Veterinary clinic which
helped those who are interested of horse to examine and treat their horses the matter it spreads casc to
them. He wished the federation to find breeding males to facilitate pollination of local mares whenever
they want.

Secondly
Al Reef stall is one of the oldest Al Batina pure Arabian camels. Its establishment came to aim at re-

serving old heritage of highbred pure camels of Al Batina.

stall location

Sheikh Majed bin Ali bin Majed Al Mamaary said that the farm is located in the Wilayat of Saham.
Selection of the site came to provide suitable health and environment elements to raise unigue camels
and this place was built in 1990. He added their attention towards camels has been since long time
because love of camels has been rooted and there are 35 camels at the farm in addition to 50 camels
(designated for breeding purpose). There is another farm in the Al Dhakilya region that was established
at the farm.

Lineages

Khalifa bin Humaid Al Badi , a trainer at the farm, said that there are well-known males at Gulf re-
gion level named ( Walad Samha )which is considered a big fortune for the interested people of camel
lineages. Their daughters are sold with high prices. When they become 4-5 months , they are sold due
to its distinguished features. 24 years old Walad Sumha is very famous in the region. There are many
males available at the farm namely, Walad Baidawi and Walad Bowaida Falhood. It is expected that
Walad Samha ‘s fame will have a production quality due to its medical safety.

Results

Al Reef farm take part in Camel Muzainah competition . They topped the first position in various parti-
cipations due to their pure lineage and attractive beauty. Al Mamaary said in ( Sin Al Hawal ) the camel
Bowaida won the first position twice this year at 10th festival completion for pure Arabian camels for
Al Hawal, which is organized by H.H Sheikh the Ruler of Ajman. It was held at Camel racetrack in
Saih Tayyibat in the Wilaya of Saham. Also it won the first position at the Final festival of pure Arabian
camel which is organized by Oman Camel Federation. Subai’ah from the Wilaya of Sohar won the first
position in Muzainah competition in 3 events. In Hajayeg group, Al Bakra Guzailah achieved the first
place in the final festival for pure Arabian camels held in the Wilayat of Sohar. Al Mafareed group , it
also got the first place twice.

Rakhda Ardha

Al Mamaary mentioned that Al Reef camels take part in Rakhda Ardha in various national
occasions as well as Greater & Lesser Eid Festivals. They gather at one place at Hafeet vil-
lage where they usually run on the third day of Eids in two periods and as well as in some
social events.

Communication

Camel owners have tight relations with each other as they take part in some events. The same
case of Reef farm particularly in the Wilayat of Al Batinah regions.

Cadres
Al Mamaary said national cadres from the Wilaya of Saham takes care of this farm and pos-
ses enough experience in this field.

Preparing camels

The camels at Al Reef receive high attention and care as per the plan throughout the year.
Hamdan Al Badi , training assistant at the farm said that during summer , camels get enough
resent due to stoppage of competitions and activities. They were given suitable and healthy

food. at the end of August and they are prepared to join Muzainah competition and Rakhda
Ardha.

Word

AL Mamaary said due to historical status of Omani camels , they urge the authorities to pre-
serve pure camels particularly of Al Batinah.

Appreciation

AE Reef forwards best wishes and greetings to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos on the occasion
of the 40th National Day , praying to Al Mighty to endow His Majesty with health and long
life.



Famous horses
Sheikh Ali Al Mamaary confirmed that these horses increased their numbers and
became famous in races such as Gadeer and Al reef mares. They took part in last
year competitions and currently there are shining names of the farmhorses in races
organized by Royal horse racing particularly local bred horses like Kayan , Reema
and Sagir mares.

- Firstly, Al Reef stall of pure Arabian horses in the Wilaya of Saham is one of
the most oldest horse stalls in the sultanate and well- known at local and outside
participations. Those who are concerned of these horses are making great efforts
in order to preserve pure Arabian horse lineage.

- The beginning: Sheikh Majid bin Ali bin Majid Al Mamaary said that looking
after purse Arabian horses indicates tight relation with them. He said they parti-
cipated in Rakhda Ardha by (Bu Jahlan) and the mare (Um Al Khair) in National
ocecasions , such as, National Day, Renaissance Day, Greater and Lesser festivals
and also in social events days like marriage ceremony.

Racing horses

Sheikh Majid added that 1989 witnessed importing pure Arabian horses from
France within their interest of racing horses, the well- known Maraza ( Fiona) was
among them. Later they importe the horse (Sarhan) which turned as stallion after
giving up participations in racing.

Goal

Sheikh Ali bin Musabah Al Mamary said among aims and endeavors of Al Reef
Murbat is to produce pure Arabian horse of great lincages in order to enrich local
tourisim by pure Arabian horses. Al Mamary mentioned that among breeded hor-
ses at farmShaheen, Baz , Musaed horses sons of (Muzaza ) mare. They took part
in various races and achieved top positions.

Breeding males

Sheikh Majid Ali Al Mamaary stated that the farmcomprised pure Arabian males
descending from well rooted lineages used for breeding purpose like Musacd son
of mare Yaqoot and its mother (Muzaza), (Surab) horse and son of (Didi Shery)
and mare's sone (Masroor), in addition to (Junoir Kaso). The farmalso includes
around 10 horses used for breeding purpose that descends from fine pure Arabian
horses such as, Makruma, Nisnas , Midan, Osool, Atraf , Fateera, Ahmadi Turfa,
Gazlan mares. all preparation were done to provide suitable sphere for breeding
operation to produce distinguished lineages production.

Stall contents

Al Mamaary stressed that the stall includes ready and qualified breeding places in
the existence of fields, rooms, work team adopting a plan to breed the best pure
Arabian horses to take part in competitions. He added it also includes two fields
for daily moming and evening trainings for the horses. There is also an open field
for mares to be kept after weaning from their mothers. Al Mamaary said a suitable
training and care are given to these mares till they reach 3 years and after that they
were trained , prepared to participate in competitions and moved to a different pla-
ce. The mothers and mares are specially fed at the open field in order to be strong
in competitions. He said that there are 22 special rooms to look after the horses in
addition to another rooms to take care of them after its their birth.

L
re

©

LY

Feeding

He added the horse at the farmreceive a great attention and food as per plan from the very beginning of its
first pollination until it grows to take part in competitions.

Prominent results
Agenda of Al reef stall contains advanced results and nemours prizes for horses which achieve to positions
in local and outside events. Al Mamaary said the horse (Sarhan) came first in competio held in UAR in ad-
dition to achieving advanced results in local events. The horse ( Mosaed) won in one rounds of annual Royal
festival for horse competitions while the horse (Shaheen) topped first place in the same event,
In local arena, the horses (Didatus, Ahmadani Surab)

has many names in various participations in events
cing Club . The mare Kyan topped first in Local
interesting rounds where the best locally bred

First breeding

¢ horse

. ¥
Al Reef Farmlooks after pure Arabian horses. At the
Al , the mare Reema and the i
Beauty horses

‘Pure Arabian horses attract attentions of visitors su
Noufa descending from Marm:ﬁiSﬁaqah lineage.
The beginners and horse love
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Sheik Al Mamaary added that the Hﬁ@ﬂﬁheen the

and the mares Sager and Kyan
organized by Royal Horse Ra-

bred round which the most
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irst horse breaded at the stall,

d8rm, there are endurance races horse such as, Iz
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Door Parts: -
Al Fardah (the shutter): each door has two i)
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door mn one of the shutters

- Ihe Omani artisans had excelled in el z P
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A decorations. They widely used geometrical. vegetarian ang
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written ormamentations. In terms of scometrical shapes. the

Omanis used single and intersecting circulars, rectaneles

ST Fald S 1
and six folds. The veeetanian shapes are presented

1 1 )
el ety o . v, a1 B vt s ar % |
sculpturing  leaves, branches with leaves around them
compounded roses and hanging fruits

the ) R
\s lor the written decorabion. it resembled short Quranic

L L] £ . ki 3 B ¥
verses, poems, and the name of the building's owner

mani doors industry was, and is still, one of the flourished important industries in the ; : 4R —— Some artisans intended to sculpture their names and the

Omani history. Many Omani professional handicraftsmen add their own unique touches e _ A B . date. This helped many researchers to know the dates in
to this industry to build up distinctive beautiful doors with different methods but at the B . A ¥ which some events took place in certain areas. Overall.
same time comply with the prevailed Islamic decoration art style. This art was much 3 __" 41, i . o written decoration did not dominate the door design as
flourished and was in demand in the old times, since the door is an essential element _ LT oy : ¢ much the other shapes that were used to cover the spaces
of any house. We can say that the main factor behind the creativeness of craftsmen in Ll s o g i the doors '

this field is that there weren't imported industries at that time as much as we have now

since there 't developed transportation means. Wealthy people seek for anything that 1s distinguished b1 AN s : , If vou are eavet
| so they would have distinctive and unique doors. Indeed, they would compete with each other to L A e bt K A - ' them in many areas in Oman especially in the old villages

st Islamic decoration. The competition reflected was symptomatic of their wealth and reputation. 4 T ke [ e ) such-as Al Manzafa village in Ibra l__,“'ﬁi:. 0 Al ;':'I‘“.:....

4 ; - AL N . Agar in Nizwa and Qabil. You can also find -1;_:.:_3..,._ ent
This is why we see the most creative and sensational decorative sculptures in palaces and forts of important fhte | - o 1 doors and gates of forts-and castles. the most-Famous of

Al Rustag. consid

i s eamnloc ol thoen \
LD SCC samples ol [hese doors. vou can find

figures such as sultans, sheiks, scholars and wealthy people. This emphasizes the fact that decorations not Wyl i which is Al Hazam castle in sidered a
only reflect the wealth of a person but also the political and the so ial status. e . A {i o being an outstanding masterpiece for its sheer size and the

v oOT IS weirenl and decoralions.

With this creative art, Omani craftsmen are proud to contribute to the Islamic Arts. Many o f them like to add g /BT ey
sonal names and signatures on the doors that they build, as it is evident in the ancient buildings. You oA [ : -
svidence of such doors in the old Omani mud houses and the historic old villages that

eserve this delicate art.




10l (10 lole (jgas]
Celebrniin Price

Yl ca g dyaleq)l Lo gl als J aacll alac] ale 5,00 dedall

s buall Laglles 4aii Jia dasg il Josd Ll lgll amis

alostiunll) 8l gull il s &lls Jliag Jlos degy alls i piale

ol o sy s maill gl Aglesll wiladisll el o aigs wils o)

uadg gghaill Jal e wilals g isig plall gai plagll 3685 sill palisl) .
Lyl o st s A Al ooy et slis gy ol fa i Cossiloss 4 ) ..
lo oysl) gle ladyafiy 1805 loc kb Gl agdel) dxilar d5p lajliielg vlachai

olor i (e (ilos kbl Sils o Wl ay agad ’ omanoil \\

Saponall Rdmill slas ede eyl gps il pady Jaiad

WWW.COMES.Com « +91A MEaVENEr ullomdlinaal jlitol jay s




T

Sl ¢ Lasty o Lol Koy 5 Ll g2 oS5 )
e by o) Jhb LBl

il ko g ol s

Sl H'-ﬁ‘\.--? Jatt L.J—'a-u e
Lalodl Dok Lgziy el Lm-' P Bl
a3y Pty ddee IsU S5 ey V) bolo
IS e sl e Wolag <l oe¥ly Bl

RN, | o et i Sy

Llissl Jl oleadl s.lall Uy S Sy g
e M2z Yl oy 3,8 Ly o) b8y e agS
T, g1 I Jyosd iyt LS, GLESY
Sl i LS Ul Al 550 o1 el
Lo olaes F 030 5,0 JUE Jlel S s
o> Gazs ol o sk 031 5,0 )
P PLETS S | dild] LUdaia JI Lloy
Liidy o Lia AL 26 Ge 2. 200 J1 150
L:_:._Ht- e .,H.'._:_i!.,d.'.:.';-ln.: -'_ A i-_!l"_ﬁ- I_.i_ll el ol L,l.l'-
eha &85 Lisy o Aalid] g 255 S LN
o ,;71 '-E--*_.-ﬁ-_l JI.T..A.' :'1 ot _,.i.-"l II ": L-:Lr
thl&: n,-!iu__,- ol '|,-:.._....I._
LSl ol Lt g 281 ioilels Saad
e Ll.n L.n....} .,-A-F- -_-".i.-l _I-J-: o (T I_g;!
. | Bt 1 QRTJ | bl cols & 74| U TS
il I Le a3 i S o etV AR alls
cnamal ! Lpel, :_-.-.AA.J--‘I- il 4.-_-.-._-!.-
o L bl Lacaslly Gl pee and Uds
LI e laall day ) el i ge I_-_'“ sk
L Y oo Aegarma Uadel laayy < Lall
Hedssee Lol W r ki do NI 008 caall day,
¥ ‘_‘.'c Sl sy ‘_g Lkl sdacy _;-,' ) | sl
aled) s

ol iy () agaa . Gisall i

‘!,“:—” il LY sde WS (o Sl &y
Sl o AL sy Sl Al il
Sy e bl pa b oA A1l
dimyy AaLl SNy Lo gai 23,801 Ll
Aol 5355 Al Sl 2y S a0l
cieall Jai Pl oMe ) s
sl gy g oo il Gl Ol
Jis dld el Lny JULd| Jiel os dmiaclt
B T ¥y Lok sty 5000
ol Sl LY sty g0 &y Uiy
¥y dap LS Ondllly e les LY, :‘J”wv:'.:
S gl gl e sae Wy g3l

i

asyiyy Ha S gl JI Loy Ul
LN A L e ey Ut Lals
oras bl ] s e 51 Y] UGy gl
Gt L) o asd Gany oy okt iy
iasy Spshd S ) ol ippao s
s Gob LY cnol i yss Lily i b
ha LS Lk )l cw Al Al ol sy

'u""'-r'-'” b ‘-l,l N o

e Laze ‘t_,.,._"z'l Ly ol gasl
aadl Ladel Wl 2 gals Y5 JI Sladll
S oy Lo dsls Doy ool Jol o
Ll Y el g i sl Linige
OBl s s B 3 oy o] LYy e COlS
saa) 2ol \..J.G_m_,.h._ﬁ S bl s
W Jel 5 dey i Vi ol
gl 22adl ¥l Es g ol
e et | PR VIR A IR PR P
t:u}.i g S I.'I:'H| Jaks ey o Lad
oA Al Y5 LalS oy Aoy day s I
dahy o dlSE 5 i oSlS (BBaally) bl =51
g | pand AN o sl Y88 d2bit

Ao | Y sl cils




adi Bani Khalid has exceptional beau-
‘}"1 ty that distinguishes it from all other
Wilayats in Ash-Sharqgiyah Region par-

ticularly in other Wilayats of Oman generally in the
sense that it has touristic places that are ideal for
camping in summer, oasis with great amounts of
water, and water flowing from Eastern Hajar Moun-
tains. It is surrounded by Wilayat Bidya and Qabil
from the West, Wilayat Sur from the East, Wilayat
Al-Kamil and Al-Waafi from the South, and Wilayat
Dimaa and Al-Taaiyyin from the North. Wadi Bani
Khalid has a number of caves, the most well-known
of which is Kahf Maqal.

Despite the fact that many people have heard about
Kahf Magqal which is located in a hidden place on
the foot of mountains that are in vicinity of Wilayat
Wadi Bani Khalid. Only few have reached it, and
some who have entered it might not have gone deep
inside it due to its rugged way that is, undoubtedly,
dangerous. Entering the Cave might be the most dif-
ficult task due to the extremely narrow entrance and
the very humid weather of the cave which may lead
to difficulty in breathing.

On a weekend, I with a group of adults visited the
place. We prepared whatever was needed for camp-
ing overnight. Before sunset we departed from
Wilayat Ibra which is nearby. and reached the place
within an hour. We all were full of motivation to dis-
cover the place for many reasons such as the wonder-
ful weather that surrounds the top of the mountains,
the calmness that surrounds the place when all the
people are in their homes, and the full moon light in
the night enabled us to see the place clearly from the
heights. Briefly, all the conditions were ideal for a

F -
#;.Z , successful journey.

\@ Translated by lsra Al Lawati

It did not come to our mind at all that hav-
ing dinner and tea will keep us awake for the
whole night. In'the moming, particularly after
prayers, we went down the mountain where
the place was shaded with the trees. By 7.00
am, the place was crowded with people, like
the tourists, some families and also individu-
als.

After the breakfast, we decided to explore
Kahf Magal. In fact, reaching it was not casy
at all; we had to cross narrow passages in the
heights of the mountains, walk in wadis, and
walk on stones. We walked for a distance of
about 150 — 200 m. Two-thirds of the way
had to be creped over, while the rest can be
walked on. After creeping on the road, we en-
tered a room full of bats. After leaving this

- particular place, we found a pond more than

7 m depth and more than 12 m wide. We
crossed this distance in hours. Not minutes!
Many people who liked exploring joined us
to see Kahf Magal. On our way back to the
mountain, we came across many deep ponds
flowing from the mountains. We rested next
to the ponds and also swam in it. Aﬂerthat.
we went back to our camping location, had
our lunch, and had some fun. In the evening,
we left the place, with the hope to visit an-
other wonderful place in Oman.
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G stones:

Mr. Al-Sudair continued saying,
“After the successful launch of
packing Omani frankincense, we
started to manufacture special con-
tainers, some of which are made of
or coated with gold and inlaid with
gem stones. At the beginning, we
manulactured such containers on
demand and for a particular group
ol people™. It is worth mention-
ing that some containers are made
of silver coated with gold, while
others arc made of copper coated
with gold. Aller the modest start,
the factory has started to develop
by producing clegant traditional
masterpieces that have reached
everywhere around the globe and
have been well-received.

Perfimes:

The demand on beautifully-made
perfume containers has increased
by many countries. In fact, the fac-
tory produces maore than 100 types
of different fragrances. Such fra-
grances are sold to the customers
through the exhibition directly.

The Exhibition:

During Assayel members’ visit,
Mr. Al-Sudairi took them to the
perfume exhibition which is well-
designed and decorated and dis-
plays different types of perfumes
with sweet scent.

Making Omani Halwa:
According to Mr. Khalifa Al-Su-
dairi, the factory has started mak-
ing and marketing Omani Halwa
in 2008. He says, “We aim at de-
livering Omani Halwa to the en-
tire world. Such Halwa has to be
made of the best ingredients and
has to be very well-packed™.

AoulA allg sl aue (g donp Auill

Shk Mohammad bin Obaid Al-sudairi father of Khalifa

Halwa Al-Qosour:

Halwa produced by “Kunooz Ma-
zoon™ is called “Halwa Al-Qosour”.
It is well-received internally as well
as externally, This halwa is packed
in pottery containers with the shape
of tower. It is sold in “Bareeq Al-
Shati” also.

Pottery Faclory:

Three years prior to establishing
Halwa Factory, particularly in :
“Pottery Factory"” was built in order
to manufacture special potteries for
Halwa, Mr. Al-Sudairi confirmed
that the elements of which the pot-

teries are made are of high quality
and produced in Germany. The ele-
ments of the potteries as well as the
color ingredients are medically and
internationally licensed.

Father’s Gift:

*After the successful marketing of
Omani products, our father gave us
a plot of land on which we built the
factories. Our father’s contribution
15 a key element in our success”,
said Mr. Al-Sudairi.

Participation:
Mr. Al-Sudairi added saying that
the customers participate with us
in designing the containers. He as-
serted that the factory is ready to
manufacture any design the cus-
equests. He said that the fac-
different designs, some of
which are inlaid with gem stones,
others with crystal, while others
have various wonderful colors.

Muscat Exhibition:

Mr. Khalifa Al-Sudairi concluded
saying that due to the high demand
on perfumes, we have decided to
open an exhibition in Muscat by the
end of 2012, The exhibition will be
well-constructed and we hope it
will be able to compete with inter-
national perfume exhibitions.
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ind passion. There is no clearer evidence of how innovative peaple are creating

things that combine between originality, heritage and modernity. In this issue, As-
sayel interviews Mr. Khalifa Mohammed Obaid Al-Sudairi, owner of a company called
“Kunooz Mazoon", which has delivered Omani products to the external world in a creative
way that combines originality with modernity.

C'ean'ﬁf_\' has endless ways to be expressed. The essence of creativity is innovation
¢

The Starting Point:

“Need leads to creativity”. With these words, Mr. Khalifa Al-Sudairi began his talk with us.
He said that his siblings and he himself have worked hard, through their family institutions,
to deliver Omani products to the outside world. He stated that the reason behind calling the
company “Kunooz Mazoon” is attributed to the name of Oman in the past, as a token to
express love for His Majesty and the country.

Dates Factory:

At the very beginning, “Kunooz Mazoon” started as a date’s factory called “Tamra”. Ac-
cording to Mr. Al-Sudairi, the goal of such a factory was to deliver Omani dates of high
quality to the external world. At the beginning, the export of such dates was by putting
them in beautiful potteries and giving them as gifts to friends locally and abroad, for gifts
are known as a way to express love and feelings. These dates were liked a lot by the recep-
tors.

Packing:

Mr. Al-Sudairi mentioned that “Kunooz Mazoon” consists of five factories, they are as fol-
lows: “Al-Taj Al-Massi” for perfumes, “Al-Turath™ for potteries, “Tamra™ for dates, a spe-
cial factory for packing and a special factory to manufacture containers made of or coated
with gold, silver, and copper. All these factories aim at delivering the Omani products to the
external world in a high-quality way that combines between originality and modernity.

A word of Thankhs:
Mr. Al-Sudairi acknowledged that the success of his family’s business is attributed to God’s grace, his
parents’ satisfaction and His Majesty’s contributions in the development of the country.

Family Factories:
The distinguishing element of “Kunooz Mazoon” is that Al-Sudairi’s family runs it. All the family mem-
bers work cooperatively and diligently to deliver Omani products in the best shape to the outside world.

Mr. Al-Sudairi asserted that he has implanted this idea in the minds and hearts of his siblings, children
and siblings’ children.

Glory:

Mr. Al-Sudairi admitted that the business had a modest start, but with hard-working people, it has im-
proved. According to Mr. Khalifa Al-Sudairi, “The factory might have had a simple building, but the
people working in have always had creative minds, passion, and high spirits”.

Expansion:

2003 was the year when “"Kunooz Mazoon” has started to expand its productions. This is due to the
establishment of a factory specialized in packing various types of oil fragrance and Omani frankincense
known as “Al-Hojari”. “We started packing Omani frankincense and distributing them as gifts to our
friends inside and outside the Sultanate. The product was well-received. As a consequence, we started
to expand our business”, said Mr. Al-Sudairi.
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Tell us about your past time of your life before the blessed renaissance?

Life in 1990"s was very difficult for many people but I am thankful to Allah that our hfe was much bet-
ter. I travelled to Zanzibar in 1372 Hijri and that time [ was 35 years old. | stayed there for 5 years and
learnt a lot of things in life. When His Majesty Sultan Qaboos received reign of government, [ was the

first to receive him at Bait Al Falaj Airport in Salalah City. He asked me about my life situation and 1

introduced myself to him that I was a delegate of the Wilayat of Ibra. He requested me to bring 15 of

ies and handed me over a written message to enable me to enter the Royal Palace
in Muscat at the specified time.

I met H.M. with happy face and he welcomed me wholeheartedly which has marked a special feeling in
my heart. H.M. the Sultan promised to provide his people good life and all Omanis got what they wished
during the march of 40 years. We forward our gratitude and loyalty to our H.M. and pray to Almighty to
bestow him good health and long life.

Your opinion to the development witnessed by equestrian sport in the Sultanate?

As a matter of fact, equestrian sport witnesses big development and thanks to the support and encourage-
ment shown by His Majesty which enhances its numbers widely and probably holding equestrian sports
in different Wilayats of the Sultanate. We thank the Royal Cavalry and Oman Equestrian Federation for
their roles in spreading equestrian sports and we wish them success and good luck.

The importance of preserving heritage

Last word you would like to say?

I always say that we should preserve our forefathers' heritage although the government exerted efforts
to preserve the tangible heritage before the morale inspired by the enlightened thought of H.M. I further
thank Assayel magazine in continuation to document heritage and whatever related to horse and camel
and we wish them progress and good luck.
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ays Speech

e Omanis are known for their generosity and gallantry. So even he loved horses and gained

strength from them as they acquired noble characters which Arabs were famous for since the

olden days. Assayel is leading us to the talk of the days and to Shargia region particularly in
the Wilayat of Ibra to interview Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al Maskary. Our dialogue with Al
Maskary was short and it enabled us to listen to his amazing storvies and experiences. He started his
talk by his impressive gifts of Al Rabda horse presented by Sultan Saeed bin Taimour to his Father
and the horse Daheem from his Majesty Sultan Qaboos. He explained that the correspondences of his
father which he preserved since the days of the Sultan Saced and number of government letters were
an integral part of his special life.

My love till here has been since birth

Al Maskary said that he loved the horse since birth when he was accompanying his father in most events
in the Wilayat. He acquired equestrian skills when he was 24 years old. His father possessed 4 horses
in addition to 8 camels. During that time, there was abundance of water and grass. His father said to the
people of the Wilayat, “Go to Jahannam and take what you want”. Jahannam was his farm which has
lots of grass for animals and has 400 sqm of Hijazi clovers. He said that the names of the horses were
Al Rabda, Kuhaila, Shuwaima and Duhaim which was presented by His Majesty. 45 horses in the past
were gathered in the Wilayats of Ibra, Qabel and Biddiya. Then the horsemen competed by performing
beautiful equestrian skills and standing over horse back which amazed the audience. These gatherings
were usually performed during Eids, Habtas and Marriage ceremonies. Camel owners join them to ex-
press their happiness in their own way.

Experiences

How was your life with horses?

He said my life was full of funny situations and great experiences. We used to wake up early moming
after breakfast and bring the horses from the stable with the help of our workers. We use to give them
bath in the falaj and supervised stable cleaning and feed the horses. My father used to wake up in the
middle of the night to water them in fearing that they must be thirsty. He never depended on workers to
serve them and I followed my father’s mission because the horse to me is a pride. We used to take care
of the horse and Shiekh Issa bin Saleh Al Harthy used to say whoever wants to see the horse will go to
Sheikh Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Maskary. The camels also graze in the morning and come back in
the evenings. Among them, Dabia which we bought from one Bedouin person is one of the well-known
camel lineage that was set as an example at that time.

Skills and shows

Talk about your skills on horses back?

Undoubtedly, the Omanis are well known in performing lots of skills on horse back. Shargia region and
number of other Wilayats of the Sultanate are very much distinguished because of Rakdha Aradha and
equestrian activities. | remember one challenging situation when I saw Iben Hamdan, one of the famous
horsemen at the region, riding his horse and standing over its back without a saddle passed the water
hole in Rakhda Aradha competition held in the Wilayat of Biddiya. | ordered one of my assistants to take
out our two horses” saddles which we used to participate with them in that event to pass through water
hole. 1 rode the first horse till the end of racetrack and second the horse back and forth till I reached
where I started standing over the horse back. All the attendees were touched of this scene and said they
don’t want Rakdha Aradha from today onwards. The second incident was when [ visited Imam Moham-
med bin Abdullah Al Khalili, when two rings were put on ground for the horsemen to pick them up but
none could pick it but I picked one ring and when I tried to get the other ring. suddenly my horse stum-
bled and fell off and 1 fractured my arm.
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Arab saddles Industry

rabian horse saddle industry has been connected with Omanis since olden days. He used the

saddle in war and he practiced some sports with it which are known today as traditional horse

sports such as Rakhda Ardha, Horse March, Tuhreeb art and others. Unlike other countries,
Oman is distinguished by this sport as Arabian saddle makers which are more developed with its cre-
ative designs and engravings. Assayel met Mr. Furaish Zayed Al Hashmi, the Arabian Saddle maker at
his home in the Wilayat of Al Kamel Al Wafi in which he said that he inherited this profession from his
father. He added he is still practicing this profession since more than 35 years. In the past, saddles were
made by hands such as stitching and zarkasha industry and others, but today, modern machines are en-
gaged in this industry. Arabian Saddle is made of velvet cloth which is placed up and hidden below with
normal cloth. Its additional sides are made of clover cloth known as (Qati) as per the demand. It is filled
inside with cotton or wool, but in the past, palm fibers were used instead of cotton or wool.

Furaish explained that Arabian Saddles has nominations known in the past most importantly as Maraga,
Zana, Shidad & Zihab and are still known today by these nominations because of the increase of demand
over saddles and HM Sultan Qaboos’s care besides the attention given by concerned bodies in the Sul-
tanate to this industry. Furaish loved this profession a lot as he practices it regularly and has taught all his
male and female children the basics so that it should be their source of income in future. He pointed that
his connection with horse and camel in Al Shargia region was much as we breed them, take care of them
and ride on them. He added that the first time he raised a horse was called *‘Ganayem’ and the first camel
called *Hugoom’. He ended his speech thanking Assayel Magazine for its great concern of heritage and
the matters related to horse and camel.
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orses and camels are con-
sidered as one of the pet
animals and means of
transport since olden days.
They were ridden by men, women,
children and old people by traveling
through deserts, wadis and mountains.
Assayel met the camel rider Fatima Al
Rahbia to have a dialogue on her expe-
rience with camel riding, and how she
was able to reach such honorable posi-
tion of excellence in riding her beloved
‘Khuwara camel’ in her young age .

Firstly, introduce yourself? , o
My name is Fatima bint Salch bin Salim Al Rahbia and I'm 15 years

old. I live in Wilayat of Ibra and my favourite hobby is horse and
camel riding and reading books.

Tell us about your experience in horse riding?

Since I'm a Bedouin, | have to experience whatever is related to my
surroundings and environment, [ had a strong dcterminalinp toride a
horse although 1 was not 9 years old but my father’s fear did prevent
me to ride fearing my fall from the horse back. That increased my
determination and finally was able to achieve my greatest dream. |
owe my father all the favour for the training and encouragement 1o

continue this sport.

B
TN

\~
]

What was your first real experience with horse riding?
My first riding experience was at Zad Al Rakib Equestrian which was organized by the Citizens of the

Wilayat upon His Majesty’s noble annual tour to the Wilayat in 2007. [ rode with my brother Sultan in

the presence of Their Excellencies, Majesties and number of citizen and tourists. | had the honour to
have this noble to be allowed for Rakhda Ardha in this event and thanking all who gave me confidence
to go into this experience.

Which was the beloved camel to Fatima Al Rahbia?

She replied anxiously saying her beloved camel was *Za'afarna’ who died 3 years ago and from this
camel she learnt basics of ring and no camel can compensate it. But now she prefers to ride ‘Khuwara’
since it is similar to *Za'afaran’ in terms of its kindness and softness.

When do you go for camel riding?

She said that she practices camel riding at leisure time especially at weekends and during summer holi-
days. She also takes part in some occasions like national, religious and wedding events, etc. She added
that she always tries to be close to camels for their care and daily follow up.

Do you encourage your brothers to practice this sport?

She answered she does because on one hand it is a good sport which helps to show skills, patience and
determination and on the other hand it is a sport that helps to spend leisure time. She takes her small
sister Rja’a during her practicing and as well tries to teach her this sport.

Tell Assayel about your ambition?
She said she wishes to have a special stable of pure Arabian horses and a private stable for herself with

number of pure Arabian camels. She also wishes to be one of the camel couches to be presented at inter-
national arena by holding the Sultanate's flag.

Last word you would like to say to Assayel?
She says she is proud to see a magazine like Assayel and its documents related to horse, camel and
Sultanate’s inheritance. She thanked Assayel team and wished them good luck and success.

.,
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ur life is full of stories and scenes starting from our childhood till the old age. Recalling
O:-;Dme old scenes reminds us of our old days, and our friends who have changed, passed
away, or still the color our life with their good actions, great accomplishments, or their status,
which turned into reality.

Said bin Khalfan Al-Noamani visited Said bin Ali Al-Abadi in his home in Zanzibar.

When we asked about his house, we were guided to a mosque in Zanzibar. The mosque was
located in the beautiful Bopopo. Said Al-Abadi sits near the road in the mosque of his small
village. Before and after prayers, people gather around him to study the Holy Quran and its sci-
ences. Al-Abadi is one of the greatest people I have met in Zanzibar.

After the integral Omani reception, he took us
to his home which is few meters away from the
mosque. What a wonderful life Al-Abadi has
to be untold, so it was a great chance for us to
histen to him. He said, “My father left Oman
and went to Zanzibar when he was a small

kid. Therefore, he lived and grew here and

2 sh. After that, he worked
for nearly 50 years in the Government Print-
ing Press in Zanzibar where a lot of books
and newspapers were printed in Arabic.”

Devotion to study:

Al-Abadi told us about his decision to go
back to study after 30 years of working in the
banks. He said: "It was really a long time |
spent in calculations and money and [ found
that 1 neglected my education and reading.
Therefore, 1 decided to dedicate myself to
study more by returning to books. | had read
in my childhood and vouth about the books
like the book “Talgeen Alsubian™ for Imam
Al-Salemi and “Jawhar Alnizam™ and other
referential books. 1 hived permanently in
Zanzibar because it was my birthplace and
my childhood was spent in this place where
my unforgettable events and memories are ly-
ing when Africa had changed forever and we
lived with the details of these events.”

30 years in Dubai:

After many long years, my father came back
to Oman when he was more than ninety years
old and was unable to walk. He lived in Oman
for a short time and then he passed away in
Wilayat Al-Masanah while he was with his
son, who i1s my brother, Dr. Masoud Al-Abadi.
But 1 hived in Zanzibar, and my grandfather
was an Arabic language teacher, in addition to
his experience in trade. | lived with him and
I learned many things from him specially the
Arabic language. Therefore, we were talking
in Arabic at home and were not allowed to
speak Swahili.

Said Al-Abadi added: “T studied in the pub-
lic school in Zanzibar and then in the Islamic
Institute. One of the teachers I remember was
Shaik Suliman Al-Alawi. Thank God, I com-
pleted my studies and was appointed as an Ar-
abic instructor at the Green Island (Bemba).
After 1964 events, I moved to Dubai in 1967
with my children. I worked there in banks for
almost 30 years and then we moved to Oman.
While working in Dubai, I studied English
and [ passed the course and got the certificate.
During this period, 1 was frequently visiting
Oman.”

He said: “l went back for learning as a teacher
of Arabic language grammar and doctrine as
well as interpretation and Hadith. This is be-
cause | have a long experience in these fields
and in particular, what | translated of the syn-
tax of the Arabic language to Swahili in order
to make it easier to memorize and speak.”

| said to Al-Abadi: ‘History attests the ef-
fects of Omani people on the African people.”
In your opinion, what are the most important
features of these effects? He said: “Omani
people left a lot of unforgettable effects and
Omani culture especially on Zanzibar people
that affected them a lot. Everything in Zanzi-
bar is affected by the thought of Omani; like
the Omani clothes, which the African people
loved too much and also in their general be-
havior such as saying hello and welcoming.
Moreover, the Swahili language i1s full of
Omani Arabic words and terminology.”



Warmest Greetings to
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Sa

and the people of Sultanate of Omar
on the 40th National day
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Composed 14 rounds with participation of 1000
camels

Events of Pure Omani Camels Muzainah completion
concluded which was organized by Oman Egquestrian
Federation for Camel racings at Saih Al Tayibat Race-
track in the Wilayat of Saham. The event comes in co-
incidence with the Sultanate’s Celebration of 40th Na-
tional Day and in continuance of His Majesty’s Royal
grant to preserve Pure camels’ lineages, protect them
from crossbreeding, showing the beauty values of
them and to enhance camel owners to increase them.
It was presided over by His Excellency Sheikh Khalaf
bin Salem Al Eshaqi, Wali of Saham with, Their Ex-
cellencies members of Shura Council, Sheikhs of the
Wilayat and number of camel fans. The completion
witnessed a wide participation of camel owners for
the Sultanate with every age and category. More than
1000 pure Omani camels took part in the competition
categories and rounds. Al Muzainah also witnessed a
great attraction from all regions and Governorate of the
Sultanate.

The conclusion was so distinguished that
it emphasized good organizing which
was shown by camel owners with the
organizing and arbitration committees
of the race. The committee prepared the
competition results and participating
camels in the front of the main dais. The
three rounds which were held 4 days ago
did not witness any crowd when cam-
els were passing before the arbitration
committee. It composed 5 persons who
were known for their knowledge and ex-
perience of raising camels, lineages and
specifications. The committee depended
on the standards of the camels while
cvnluntmg the face [‘rr:aul}'. attractive
built, preferably the ones having long
neck, with high humps, big hoops, ears,
wide eyes and height

Compefit
The Muzainah comprised 14 rounds

FEMIE DY REETECLN

in two sessions, morning and g:".':*ning.
The first days witnessed two rounds of
Mufareed category and two rounds for
Hajayeg rounds. The second day wit-
nessed holding two rounds for Lagaya
and another two rounds for Yada cat-
egory, The third day comprised two
rounds for Al Thanaya, one round for Al
Zumool and three rounds for Al Houl.
Muzainah included show, arbitration
and announcements of daily results for
the winners of the L:(}mpuiittm], in ad-
dition to selling and buying exchanges
i'.'l!'.l'lﬂng L‘:llT‘!L‘! OWIErs.

(el s

In conclusion, results of the winning
camels of the 10th pesitions in each
round in Mufareed, Hajayej, Lagaya,
Houl, Yada, Zumool & Thanaya cat-
egories were announced. Later, the first
three camels, the most beautiful in each
\:iitf."g”!'}" were .‘ihl:l“'n hl.‘?f[]]'l..“.‘ Iht'f' ﬂ]ﬂi]]
dais. Then, the Chief Guest handed over
the prizes to the camel owners who won
the first positions.
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Hasim and Huntington Race

The fifth round was for purebred Arabian horses with score of (0 to 80) for the length of 1200m. In this
round, the competition was strong and we can proudly say that Al Hasim (another local horse meaning
determiner) pulled it altogether and won the fifth round. On the other hand, Mutafani won the first place
in the Sixth round for Arabian Horses of 1200m with high classification. The round was exciting since
the participated horses in the competition were very strong and tough. At the end, Mutafani took the
lead and was the winner. In addition, the horse Hajis won the second place in the first round that was for
Arabian horses of 1600m distance.

MNewbery Race

Mutafani also achieved the third place in the fourth round of purebred Arabian horses with high clas-
sification of short distance. The round distance was 1200m and Mutafani shone among strong horses in
this round.

Karti is the first and Haijis is the second

The mare Karti Dur led by Mutasim Al Balushi won the first place in the first class of equalized op-
portunities of 1600m in Newbery racetrack, whereas Hajis got the second place. After finishing the
competition, Salim Bin Abdulah Ba Abod ~the Administrational Expert in the Office of Royal Calvary
— honored the winners in the round sponsored by Royal Calvary. Based on the mutual cooperation be-
tween Royal Cavalries and Arabian Horses Competition Organization, the Royal Cavalries sponsored
several rounds in the racetracks in Britain. For instance, Royal Cavalry deputy Manager Malik Bin [hsan
Bin Naseeb in Salalah attended the races in Stratford and Bath Racetracks and honored the winners of

mthc rounds sponsored by the Royal Cavalry.

Royal Cavalry
The Sultanate Of Oman

Lo "
o4 B Royal Cavalry
1 The Sultanate Of Oman
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The Royal Cavalry achieved extraordinary results in the British competitions. This emphasizes the strength and
competitiveness of locally produced horses under the supervision of couch Salim Bin Homoud Al Hakmani
with the participation of two cavaliers Al Motasim Bin Saeed Al Balushi and Anas Bin Salim Al Syabi.

Silsabri Racetrack

One of the local horses called Mudalal (meaning indulged) led by Anas Al Siyabi won the first place in Brit-
ish Silsabri racetrack in the fourth round exclusive for the purebred Arabian horses with the score of (0 to 80)
and the round length of 1600m. Another local horse called Mutafani (meaning Dedicated) reached the third
place in the sixth round exclusive for purebred Arabian horses (first class) with the round length of 1600m.
The closing round was sponsored by the Oman Royal Cavalry under the patronage of Fiasal Bin Mahbob Bin
Hassan — Oman Royal Cavalry General Director, who honored the first place winners.

- 4 <4  omaN
) Q ) 3 TR'BUNE Hereford Racetrack

A strong competition was going on in Hereford racetrack between purebred Arabian horses. Oman Royal
L T 8 hr Edae of Hnustedys Cavalry got some amazing results as a local horse called Wathiq (meaning Confident) got the second place
Sadd ausrd\ & gl YOUR NEXT STEP FORWARD 4-;L-JI~M-=J| ;—J'_{LJJ in the sixth round with distance of 1400m exclusive for four vear old or above pure_bn:d Arabian horses (first
v L e 23 Lo 2, Lzl class) led by Mutasim Al Balushi. To get the second place for Wathiq is a big achievement since the round
was open and the participated horses classification reached (105) points. Wathig got 78 points. Moreover, a

mare called Kerbil Latoos, led by Anas Al Siyabi, won the third place in the same round.

O - - . At the closing of the competition Saeed Bin Saif Al Hamdani —Royal Cavalry Deputy General Manager hon- i
oo @239adl9 siailtlg aclolally adlosall diloatl dusasngd] ored the winners of the round that was sponsored by the Royal Cavalry. ¢ :_.r‘i
559780 ;,uSLe TE£41414 tedile plee didaliw )+ - saapdl 3ol dadauo £1F 1w pa @
www.alwatan.com :=leglell A< ,le adgll - alwatan@omantel.net.om g9 SIE ] syl )}
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he final race of the horse endurance event witnessed a lot of excitement and tough

I competition between the participating horsemen. In all, 37 horsemen and horsewomen

took part in the main race for 90km and 19 horsemen in the qualifying race for 40km.

Organized by the Omani Equestrian Association and sponsored by Emran Company, the event

was held at Seikh Al Mahamed in Barka. under the auspices of H.H. Sayyid Mohammed Bin

Salim Al Said, and attended by Mohammed Bin Eisa Al Fairuz, OEF Chairman, along with
hundreds of other people.

The Head of Endurance committee gave the first signal to start the 80 km race while the second
signal for the 40 km race. Around 20 horses passed the 40 km race while 4 horses passed for
&0 km race.

Workshop

OEF held a workshop for the horses and trainers on endurance races at Al Rahba farm presented
by Yousef Al Balushi, a horseman and couch from UAE. He spoke about the best method of
selecting a horse type related to endurance race on the basis of age and Arab Lineage. He also
explained the correct methods of horse training, saying that, a horse must get food before enter-
ing the race track and that the training is done on a land half sandy and half solid at the same
time.

At the end of the workshop, a discussion was opened for all the attendees to ask questions and
Yousef Al Balushi replied to all their queries and questions.
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Sultan
Al Tuqgi’s

Achievement

i he Omani cavalier Sultan Al Tuqi won the silver medal for show jumping round in the Youth

- Olympics held in Singapore. He was just three seconds away of winning the gold medal. This is

st the first achievement for Oman and the Omani equestrian sport in this Olympics. Sultan Al Tugqi

_ G-ﬁ- was part of the Australasian team that also consists of Liya Jasmine Zenman from Hong Kong, Jack

i Lambert from New Zealand, Exo Zing Yang from China and Thomas McDermott from Australia. In the

3! competition, there was a tie between the three teams so they had to through penalty round against

,-'F'_"* time in order to announce the winners. Apain there was a tie between the Australasian team and the Fu-

- ropean team in the total of four penalty points. So the winner was determined by the players in a team,

who scored the best timing, and the European team won the gold medal, the Australasian team won the
silver medal and the African team got the Bronze medal.

g

I'he Omani cavalier Sultan Bin Homoud Al ] uegt was welcomed back to Oman by a group of officials

from Ministry of Sport Affairs. the Olympics Commitice and Equestrian Federation

' On the other hand, His Highness Ali Bin Masoud Al Sinidi — Minister of Sport Affairs met Sultan Al Tugi
in his office congratulating him for his outstanding performance and getting the silver medal in show
jumping: His Highness also met Al Tugi's father and couch Hamoud Al Tugi who talked about different

INC'S'VE matches and competitions participated by his son. Sultan expressed his delight for his unprecedented

whievement. Moreover. this meeting was also joined by Mohammed Bin Issa Al Fairuz - Equestrian

o -
¢~ INTERPRETATIVE Federation Chairman and Fahad Bin Abdullah — Sports Development General Manager.
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he Traditional women in Wednesday markets
I are a cultural symbol and a commercial land-
mark in the Wilayat of Tbra.

The Wilayat of Ibra is one of the Wilayats in the
Sultanate in which most Eid Habtas are held. prior
to Smaller and Greater Eids. These Habtas provide
every basic requirements needed by people during
Eid days. The numbers of Habtas in the Wilayat are
4 which fall in Al Thabti Village on 24th of Ramadan
and 4th of Di Hijja, Al Yahmadi village on 25th of
Ramadan, Sifala on 6th of Ramadan and Elaya Habta
on 27th of Ramadan. Sifala village embraces main
market of the Wilayat and traditional women market
known as Wednesday market. This Sougq is very fa-
mous in the Wilayat as a symbol of culture and as
a commercial landmark. It gets very crowded in the
last 10 days prior to Eid and is also considered as a
place for all the neighboring people of the Wilayat
from inside and outside Shargia region.

Early in the momning, the sellers gather and take their
positions for selling and buying activities. Children
come before elders to buy their basic things such as
games, toys and other Eid accessories. Most of the
time, the Habias are witnessed as great attractions
in buying moments. Many things are sold such as
sweets, spices and clothes in addition to children toys
and some foodstuff. Habtas are considered as a sym-
bol of trade in the country as they include everything
needed by an Omani family for Eid.
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ong time ago, there was a man whose chil-
I dren died immediately after birth. One day,

he made a vow saying if Allah would grant
him a child, he would go for Hajj when his child
becomes 7 years old. The man was gifted with a
child and when the season of Hajj came and his
daughter reached 7 years, the man traveled to Hajj
and before that he left his daughter under the care
of his brother. When his brother realized that the
man would come back so, he took the man's dau-
ghter outside the country and tried to make the
child sleep when she slept he left her at the de-
serted place. When the daughter woke up she did
not find her uncle around and she kept calling him
but all in vain. She got despaired and then saw a
big tree and climbed on it. There was some water
under the tree and she drank the water. During that
time, the King’s son was out for a picnic with his
friends and servants. When he went near the water,
he saw the girls face reflecting on the water source.
Then he avoided his servant to go near the water
so that the servant should not know about it. He
said to his servants that he would bring the water
by himself. His servant wondered why the Prince
is saying like this, and said that it was wrong and
unfair and they should bring the water for him. But
the Prince said that it was his desire and he filled
up the water for the servants to use it for cooking
and drinking. When food was ready. the Prince ate
and later took some food with himself and ordered
his servants lets go to the palace. When they rea-
ched the palace, he said to them that he has forgot-
ten something that belonged to himself and he will
g0 back to bring it. He added that he does not want
any body to follow him there. So the Prince retur-
ned to that place and went near the water source
knowing that there was a small girl on the tree. He
said to the girl to come down from the tree but the
girl replied that she will not come down unless she
feels safe. He told her not to be afraid and the girl
came down and ate the food he kept for her. Then
she accompanied him to the palace secretly. He
said to his mother that this girl has lost her family
and he requested his mother to take care of the girl
as her own daughter. After few years, the girl grew
up and the Prince thought of marrying her. Later
they got married and had 3 children. One day, she
asked her husband that she wanted to search for
her family to visit them. He replied that it has been

a long time knowing about her family and he does

not know anything about them. But she said that

she still remembers something about her village

and she knows the way to that village. The Prince

said they would go tomorrow with some servants.
The next day, they started their way towards the

village and in the night they all slept near some

place but unfortunately some of the servants killed

her three children. When she woke up she found

all her children killed. She kept this as a secret and

had worn her elder son's clothes. They continued

their way till they reached the village where her
father lives. Her father was a ruler of that village,
and she went inside the premises of her father's pa-
lace. She was disguised like a man and she greeted

him. He requested her to sit next to him thinking
that she is a man. She requested him to tell him on

old story he remembered in his heart. He said that
he does not remember stories and if she knows one

then she can narrate. The girl said that she would

tell a story in a condition that the deceiver would

not leave the palace unless the culprit is punished

and her father agreed on her condition. She told

him all what has happened when her father left

to perform Hajj and how her children were killed.
The ruler was shocked listening to her story. Then

she asked him, what the punishment of the killer
was? He replied death sentence and then she as-
ked him, what was the punishment of the one who
left the girl sleeping and went away? And she also
told him that she was his daughter and that was her
own true story. He hugged his daughter and then
ordered that his brother would get whippings and
the three servants should be killed for what they
have committed.
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A Page from My Diary

Events that are not repeated can be easily forgotten unless saved in a place other than minds. It has been
quite easy for me to describe other people’s life or situation, whereas I have faced difficulty describing
my own! It has been really difficult for me to transfer what has been stored in my memory into wonder-
ful written words. Calm environment, hence, has been desperately needed by me to describe some of
my very special memories.

In 2002, particularly in the celebrations of Eid Al-Fitr, I along with my sons and daughters visited
wilayat Barka to experience the celebrations with His Majesty, who went to Barka to share with the in-
habitants their happiness. We walked on the same road that my mother and I walked on when I was four
years old. At that time, His Majesty visited Barka for the first time. This was only one or two years after
the renaissance which has changed life in Oman dramatically. I could remember nothing but the rugged
road on which cars rarely passed transferring simple goods from and to Barka market.

The road led me and my children to a towering castle. His Majesty reached the place before anyone else.
I saw him greeting people with a smile, and the people, surrounding him from everywhere, replying to
him *“we would honestly sacrifice our lives for you”. This particular event took my mind back to my
first meeting with His Majesty when he pledged to the people saying “it is time to work hard to change
the life in Oman. You are the target of the development which we are going to plan for together. We will
work hard to develop all spheres of life in our homeland.”

After seeing His Majesty for the first time in my life, at a time when [ could read nothing but a couple of
Verses of the Holy Quran, I returned to the home telling my friends about the special meeting and what
happened during it.

In winter 1974, 1 joined a school which was the first to be established in Barka. | still remember every
single detail of the school building and the name of the teachers. | entered the classroom which seemed
to me an entirely different world that I had never experienced before. 1 continued my studies to attain
higher degrees. The academic life, in fact, shaped my character, 1 have experienced the development
in Oman such as using electricity in Oman, people being educated, lands being planted, etc. From my
childhood, | have learned that “He who sows shall reap.” I have taught my children, who are now well-
grown, that to survive, one needs to be strong and wise.

Great happiness overwhelmed Barka inhabitants when His Majesty visited them again after thirty years
to share with them their happiness of the Eid. His visit assured the people that development is to be
continued regardless of the achievements that have been accomplished. Same people who welcomed
His Majesty thirty vears ago are standing today in front of him, all grown-up and specialized in various
majors. Those people were born on the same day when light came to Oman. They have grown up under
His Majesty’s reign, full of love towards their hero. All are aware that life is not about how long one lives
in it, but how many achievements he accomplishes during it. They are well-aware that His Majesty is
going to continue accomplishing great achievements and working hard for his people and homeland.
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