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VINTAGE 1945 Tourbillon

Pink gold cose,
Girard-Perregaux automatic mechanical movement.
Tourbillon with three gold Bridges.
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With the charming beauty of Dhofar and the scattered
rain showers on its great mountains, the 22" issue
of Assayel magazine came inspired by the flowing
waterfalls and birds singing to work tirelessly to achieve
aspirations and perform good deeds.

all friends from everywhere are most welcome, those
who came passionately to acquaint themselves with
the glorious chapters of Oman’s history, civilization and
culture. We hope that good and happy memories will
remain along with the aroma of Omani frankincense as
to strengthen the bonds of contact with those who love
this blessed country.

It is really great when happy occasions coincides with
each other forming a love poem in the love of the
homeland. The 23™ of July is a pearl of a necklace of
great days in Oman. In this day, Omanis were awakened
by a new dawn and a new history carrying new hopes.
Citizens accompanied this with loyalty, devotion and
allegiance to push forward the wheel of progress and
prosperity in a sustainable and rapid pace to establish a
modern state of institution that take care of the interests
of its people led by a wise and enlightened leader His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said who put the Omani
citizen armed with knowledge and dignity on top of the
priorities of his Royal care.

Today's generation is in need of adhering to deep-
rooted Omani values that protect them from the pitfalls
of corruption and illusions, and lead them to the horizons
of righteousness and goodness.

Assayel has been keen since its establishment to achieve
the goals that enhance the bond between the Omani
youth and their heritage and civilization. If they did not
witness the struggle of their ancestors in attaining their
livelihood and did not realize the volume of achievement,
they should be close to the sources of culture that retell
the glorious history of Oman. The echoes of past years
on Assayel magazine helped to make young Omanis
closer to memories retold by their ancestars.

It is Oman which was built by its loyal people looking
forward under a wise leader and aware people for more

giving.

May Allah bless our leader Qaboos, and our dear
country, Oman.
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Safiya al Ghafriya

A personal exhibition by Omani artist Safiva al Ghafriva was
opened at Bait al Baranda gallery here under the auspices of
H.E Shaikh Saif bin Mohammed al Shabibi Minister of housing.
The event was attended by diplomats, officials and lovers of
art.

Qalib Sarmadi

The exhibition titlted Qawalib Sarmadiya (Modern vision of
Eternal Moulds) comprises 24 wooden mandoos trunks
designed with insights from the Omani environment. Safiya,
through her manual works, tried to re-enact ancient traditions
of mandoos, a wooden box where valuables were kept in the
olden days. She used similar types of carving, copper plating,
locks and pins to give an exotic touch to her nostalgic handwork

Designs

Al ghafriva dedicated herself to find geometrical shapes and
designs in a professional and modern way for forms of eternal
traditions of Omani mandoos and its uses. she came out with
24 various beautiful designs most importantly Omani Khanjar's
head, minaret, old windows and houses, wedding drum, mill,
Bangari Bracelet)and water clay pot.
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The Wilaya of Jaalan bani Bou Ali held a ceremony to conclude events of the 4" Assayel Equestrian
festival under the auspices of H.E Mohammed bin Nasser Al Rasbi, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Defense. The ceremony program comprised a number of interesting parts. At the beginning, the
traditional arts bands entered then the participating horse riders presented horse march performing
Hampal art on their horses and Tuhreeb art. Later the horse riders of Sultan Armored cavalry of Oman
presented a number of skills that attracted the admiration of the audience. Then, Rakhdah Ardha started.
Three rounds were held for the race, the first was designated to purebred Arabian horses for 40 years
old people and above. The first place was won by (Bashayer Al Khair) while the second was for (Al
za afaran). The third place for (Rose) from the Wilaya of Jaalan Bani Bour Ali.

The second round for purebred Arabian horses designated for 17 years old and less , the first place was
won by Bashayer while the second went for Ploza from the Wilaya of Jalan Bani Bou Hassan. The horse
Bint Jalan from the Wilaya of Jalan Bani Bou Ali won third place.
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“overed shooting and swimming competitions and horse racing
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Aim of participation
Brigadier Abdulrazzak bin Abdulgader Al
: TR i R 15 IR 2.7 T Shahwarzi, commander of the Royal Cavalry
1000 horses e i ; s et o ety JEry b Sgle S R T e 2 said that the participation came to acquaint the
Around1000 horses took §odue e sn e TN 2 s N - : Yo it world with traditional horse sports in Oman.
part in the festival's various SRR EER——— o ey e gl et |l TR He added that the organizing committes
activities  from  different e = o e R -3 allocated three sites for the Royal Cavalry to

countries in the World which §# S = : s L i : P ! perform its shows namely Rakdh Al Ardha, Al
are the renowned horses eSS R i : 2 e e AN T s Tahureeb and horse hypnosis and Al Hambal
in the world in equestrian §8 "r_. L e e e N e L Y 5 P g < which won the audience s admiration.
sports namely dressage and | EAIEs ) o ) CERT S el A

show jumping.

omani tent Ministry of Tourisrm stall

The festival also included the establishment of an accompanying exhibition. The organizing commitiee In respond to the Sultanate's request, the festival’s organizing committee allocated two stalls for the Ministry
assigned a special stall for the Royal Cavalry. An Omani tent was pitched to contain the Royal Cavalry s of Tourism E!r!d.Oman Air i!'l order to promote tourism in the sultanate. Salemn bin Adi Al Ma mri, Director
exhibition showcasing its great care for horses and displaying some horse silver accessories, General of Tourism Promotion said that the Sultanate s participation in this festival was a great opportunity

for tourism promotion since the ministry always targeted such audience in this significant tourism market

Oman Air sfall
: _ e ia - ® dr- A stall was assigned for Oman Air in the festival.

: " Vs gt | EER Mohammed bin Mubarek Al Shukaili, Director
DE‘VEJ"OP-‘HQ G”q, 2 T = gy Vo (U e . General of Marketing at Oman Air said, “German
preserving fraditions W 5 R Y A E Market is very importantto Oman Air as it runs flights
Her Excellency Dr Zainab bint - : - v . E e ' to Frankfort and Munich Airports. It also seeks to
Ali  Algasmiyah, Sultanate’'s g > e increase the number of its flights as Germans are
ambassador to Germany said | Sy S . e known for their love for traveling”. He explained
that the Sultanate's participation T - - . that the Sultanate had many tourism potentials and
in such events would enhance A e - —— - N et Oman Air was the only airline running direct flights
tourism promotion opportunities e e oo SO -y 3 | from Oman to Germany adding that it was a great
and explain the tourism potentials e TR = ; A N - : * B opportunity to present our offers and services to
of the country. “Besides NS 5 SR , » Ty | ¥ - the festival's visitors.
modemization and development = | i p "
being witnessed by Sultanate,
it also accords more attention to
preserve its traditions. The Royal
Cavalry s participation through
its traditional horse sports’ shows
and its stall in the festival was
a positive factor in this regard
taking into account that Germans
like such traditional shows,” she
added.
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participaies in the international Plferd Eguesitrian Festival in Bermman)
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The Sultanate rej =d by the Royal Cavalry of urt affairs participated in the International Pferd
Equestrian Festival which was held at the Ol ( City in Munich city, Germany.

18 countries
Some 18 countries from various parts in the World took part in various activities of the festival that included
show jumping, dressage, horse cart races. The sultanate was distinguished in the event by displaying some

- = » &
HJL."U Audgd ! F—‘H Ml""‘? ‘-"-'r?‘l'1 ‘-"‘MI addl g traditional horse race shows well known in the country including Rakdh al Arda, horse hypnosis, Al tahoreeb,
BT Aal Al 1 geddy duonll (s s 1 g (Al and Al hampal
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Good choice

Erek Haizgen head of the organizing commitiee of the festival said that they were fortunate for choosing
the Royal Cavalry to take part in the event this year as its riders performed unique and superb shows
. " " . . o o 0 " ' that the audience interacted with. "We have always strived to select the best for our festivals. Through the
JLQJJ)’ Ig CLLﬂ_LIJI d_ﬂ JJJ_G Lﬂ_LﬂJ_lJ rﬂ;ﬂ_l_” OJ_LLLLﬂ rG_CJJ participation of the Sultanate, we have tried to bring cultures close to each other. Oman, known for its Arab
" " g 23 and Islamic culture and tradition, has accorded great attention to horses since past ages. This care has been
doubled since His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said came to power. These shows by Oman'’s horse riders
before German and European audience will shed light on this culture,” he explained. "Omani people are

working collectively as a team and they are very organized. This is what | noticed throughout the festival”.
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‘Kaheal 12' comes as a continuation of a series of exhibitions of purebred Arabian horses held by the
Oman Equestrian Federation (OEF). His Excellency Sheikh Ali bin Nasser Al Mahrougi, Wali of Ibra
presided over the conclusion ceremony of student activities program for the academic year 2010/2011
at the College of Technology in Ibra, The chief guesl opened the exhibition, toured its sections and got
acquainted with the participation of OEF through Horse drawing portraits exhibition ( Kaheel 12) which
covered a number of horse portraits and drawings designed a resull of Kaheel National gathering for
drawing purebred Arabian horses which was held by the Federation in cooperation with Omani -—-
Association for Fine Arts , sponsared by National Bank of Oman. Some 30 portraits mostly portraits
drawn by oil colors and Colag. Male and female artists who are affiliated to Omani Society for Fine Arls
took part in the event. The chief guest also honored the contributing establishments and teachers who
participated in the program besides honoring excellent students. The dean of the college presented
a commemorative gift to the chiel guest. This exhibition came in order to encourage students to draw
purebred Arabian horses in an artistic way that shows ils beauty and pride besides. it also aimed to
spread equestrian culture among various individuals of the society particularly students taking into
account that -——equestrian sports is not limited to its practice but there are other aspects that should be
taken care of,
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The Sultanate joins the International Federation of
Gentlemen & Lady Riders (FEGENTRI)

The Sultanate joined International Federation of Gentlemen & Lady Riders (FEGENTRI), represented by
Royal Horse Racing Club of the Royal Court Affairs. This came in the General Assembly meeting of the
Federation at Istanbul City in Turkey. The Sultanate submitted an official request to the federation and it was
approved after a work paper was presented that focused on the Sultanate ‘s attention in horse racing . It was
presented by Brigadier General and Commander of the Royal Cavalry, Chief Delegate of the Royal Horse
Racing Club of Oman. He presented a visual display on horse competitions in the Sultanate represented by
the Royal Horse Racing Club in the Royal Court Affairs.

At the conclusion of the meeting, members of the Federation voted by accepting the Sultanate s membership.
It worth mentioning that, awarding the Sultanate membership of International Federation of Gentlemen &
Lady Riders (FEGENTRI) came after getting acquainted with the Sultanate expertise in organizing horse
races, Nathalie Bélinguier, President of Fegentri and Susanna Santesson, General Secretary of Fegentri
viewed the final race for the season 2010/2011 which is organized by the Royal Horse Racing Club of the
Royal Court Affairs at Fulaig Racetrack for horse and camel racing. They hailed good preparation and race
organizing. A round was designated for completion of joins International Federation of Gentlemen & Lady
Riders ( FEGENTRI) with the participation of a female horse riders from different countries of the World
and horse riders from the Royal Cavalry. The British horse rider Rachial King won the FEGENTRY 's cup.
The Sultanate was welcomed by the members of the General Assembly of the FEGENTRY 's Federation in
joining the Federation due to being giving great concern to the horse riders for their skills and capabilities in
horse racing. It is expected that the International Federation of Gentlemen & Lady Riders ({ FEGENTRI) will
organize an international race in the Sultanate next year.
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THE MINISTRY OF HERITAGE AND CULTURE MARKS
THE WORLD MUSEUM DAY AND ORGANIZES

The Sultanate represented by the Ministry of Heritage and Culture marked the World Museum
Day which falls annually on the 8th of May. The day was an initiative launched by the
International Council of Museums in 1977. The ceremony held at the Child Museum under
the auspices of Shaikh Mohammed bin Hamad Al Masruri Chairman of the Literary Forum
included an exhibition entitled” Museum and Memory” . It consisted of a number of valuable
photos which was displayed for the first time in addition to impressions of some Omani VIP
personalities registered at the museum ‘s visitor register.
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AN INTERNATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT

FOR THE SULTANATE IN ENDURANCE COMPETITIONS

The horse rider Ahmed Al Hamdani achieves the Second place in
international Compian Cup Competition in France for Endurance

#

In an international sport achievement for the Sultanate represenied by the Royal Cavalry (RC), the horse
rider Ahmed Al Hamdani riding Vaig maig horse achieved first place co m,u ting with the world endurance

competition champion, the Spanish Jabair Seerbara who got '.:“*."J first place

International participation

A group of World endurance horse riders took part in the event topped by the world champion Jabair
Seerbara. 90 horse riders participated in the event from France, ltaly, Spain, Germany, Qatar and UAE
besides the Sultanate.

Compian Cup
The race was organized by the International Equestrian Federation for 120 km competing for Compian
Cup. Four stages were held, the first stage was 35 km, the second was 34 km and the fourth was 17km.

Al Hamdani "s determination

The horse rider Ahmed al Hamdani was fully determined to win a top place for the Sultanate despite of
large international participations of specialized world horse riders in these distances who were familiar with
the race’s tracks. He achieved the second place after a big competition among riders as 5 of them reached
the final line at one time.

“The horse way

The horse rider Ahmed Al hamdani adopted a plan made by by RC that he was in the 8" place In the
first stage. In the fourth stage, the first place was won by the Spanish champion Jabeer Seerbera riding
Lavinch, the third place was achieved by the German horse rider Sabrina Arnold riding Karjack, the French

7 ohuma rider Aogly riding Mig Bodlips came fourth and finally the French Liza came fifth riding Palmig.

=1lir=

il

) U

duplle A5julio
(82 LA Glundll 3de Bl Coo Iy pwple blall Jhay pgradds §9 oublell desally 5iadll Glsd Ge 480 Sl § SiL2
Azl J) BLEYL Susall du mll CiylaYl Agag ks dgag Lilkly Wikl Lithulg L o Lyl

Ulogs ywls
el SV dloybl Jolpe (€) deld] ey GluesS lS Oludlio Lo 17aghS V7o BLud dusg dll Jol dlosYl dsks Gl
NReglS (1V) Lablaw Sty B8 Ylg dsl I dljblg [RaglS (YE) lgadlas Cuitls 415 |RaglS (TE) A5y 17aglS (Y0) lymdlues

wilaonlldaje

Gulle Oluydl 5801 AJgull dS)LEL o2 dibalul) Bl pddie jSia Gaied e Slaolly dgiall pid dldasdl des] usldl]
Ll b wie Jog Cus e Jui Gild huoglliSie Giry Gl Ol daldll Ll pgraly Olildly 0da § asaiie
Sdoly dads Gl dues

Jauljuue.

,ug slog g,iu oyt § paltliSAl § OIS Aotalli sl Il & lgass gnim e8! haaxl das utaht
il JsV1 S5 slers chuoglliSye i 85 Vls dmsll Aokl §5 SIRIBSA) § 99 AU 2ol oy T 2ol 3 G
Slasdl Bope e iyl L ple AIUYI duyltl) SIWESA Clling sy Slasl] Bsgo e i pwmile goldll LSl ..,m
B4 e 15 Dy bl Eu AN anlinll JSAN Sy uidd3s o Olaadl Bgpe e sl guipdll uslalt ausmu '; —'ﬂ .m.,s




vww.banksohar.net N — FUTA TEVT e e pitla



Sohar university

hosts Khaheel ‘11° Exhibition for

Purebred Arabian Horses

man Equestrian Federation (OEF) took part in the open week held by Sohar University

from the 15" to 17" of May through Kaheel(11) horse portrait exhibition. The event

was the outcome of a national gathering(kaheel) to portray purebred Arabian horses

which was held by the Federation with the support of Oman National Bank and in
cooperation with Omani Fine Arts Society on the occasion of the Sultanate’s celebration of the
40" glorious National Day. The exhibition was opened by Dr. Abood Al Sawafi, Vice Chancellor of
Sohar University in the presence of the University's academic faculty members and its students. It
included 30 portraits by some distinguished artists. By holding such exhibition, OEF aims to spread
equestrian culture among all components of the community and encourage talented youths to
creatively depict the details of purebred Arabian horses with its pride and beauty.

It is worth mentioning that the University's open week had witnessed the participation of a number
of student societies which displayed some educational means and innovations. Also, a number
of plays, poetry evenings and cultural programs were presented at the University's open theatre.
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The International Camel
Racing Festival in Morocco

Guest of Honour
The Royal Camel Corps in the Royal Court Affairs (RCA) took part
as a guest of honour in the International Camel Racing Festival
in Al Oyoon City in Morocco.. This festival --aimed at promoting
cultural heritage as well as developing camel racing and making
training techniques more professional. It was organized by Al
Saqgia Al Hamra organization for Camel racing under the title
steady steps for ulilizing traditions. The event allracted a large
number of camel’ owners as well as camel fans.

Ainis

The festival aimed at upgrading the cultural heritage and
protecting it from extinction and contributing in tourism promotion
for the countries organizing camel’'s competitions , knowing
maodern professional technologies in camel training , linking youth
participants with their original roots and shedding light on the
importance of camel racing in preserving this pure Arab tradition.

Active participation

The Royal camel corps took part in one of the camel racing
called "Sultanate of Oman s round). It sponsored the round by
presenting prizes to toppers as to encourage camel's owners and
those interested in Morocco to take care of camels in general
and the race in particular.

The Omani tent

The Omani participation at the accompanying exhibition of the
festival, represented by the Royal Camel Corps was distinguished
with the Omani tent that showcased and acquainted visitors
through its various contents with Oman’s rich traditions in camel
field . The parlicipation gained a great attention by camel races
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11" Kaheel Horse Exhibition visits College of Technology in Nizwa
Omani Equestrian Federation organized the artistic exhibition of purebred Arab horse drawing
(Kaheel 11) in the College of Technology in Nizwa within the College’s celebration of its annual
open day with the attendance of Mohammed Al Ma’'ni College Assistant Dean for student Affairs,
Nasser Al Bimani, College Assistant Dean for Administrative and Financial Affairs and Head of
Cultural Committee at OEF. The exhibition included a display of a number of Flashes and videos
clips, and lecturers organized by the leadership society of the college in addition to other activities.
Then, the audiences visited the exhibition which comprised a group of models that showcased the
leadership and the concerned persons gave detailed explanations. It also contained some poriraits
and horse drawings, which were the outcome of Kaheel National gathering for drawing purebred
Arabian horses which was held by the Federation in cooperation with Omani Association for Fine
Arts, sponsored by National Bank of Oman. Some 65 art works were presented drawn by Omanis
and other nationalities by using real and modern arts through a group of various methods.

The name “kaheel”

Nomination of the exhibition "Khaeel” came by an invitation of those who are interested in art and
drawing to see portraits and works on horses, and watch details and beauty of the portraits drawn
by the Omani artists. The name of Kaheel refered to a name of old horses (Kaheela) which have
a wide fame at that time. Since the horse was very famous of its beauty and wonderful body that
poets compared it with woman who takes care of her eyes’ beauty by putting kohl in order show
her charm. The artists also embodied these meanings and decorated the horse by their own way.




EF ORGANIZES HORSE
AUCTION

Oman Equestrian Federation (OEF) organized an auction for purebred, thoroughbred
and crossbred Arabian horses. The event held at Al Rahba Farm in the Willaya of
Barka was attended by a number of those concerned with horse sports from various
governorates and regions of the Sultanate. About 45 horses were up for auction but
only seven were sold with a sum that did not exceed RO 15,300. Some attendees
attributed this modest sales to the exaggerated price requested for each horse.

The auction came as part of the Federation’s keenness to encourage citizens and horse
owners to acquire Arabian horses and promote local breeding to reach self sufficiency
of best horse breeds.
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he Royal Cavalry (RC) at the Royal Court Affairs achieved advanced results in horse races in

the British tracks. The horse “Muddalal” owned by RC won the first place in the third round’s

competitions which was held at British Oliver Hampton Race Track. The Race witnessed strong
competitions among Arabian purebred horses which took part in it. The round was for 1800 meters in
which the horse "Muddalal” ridden by Anas bin Salem Al Siyabi attracted the attention by its strong kick
off. It maintained its advancement and won the first place. RC’s horses continued achieving outstanding
results in Oliver Hampton Race as the horse "Al Batra” which is one of the local breed horses attained
the third place in the 1200 meter- long fifth round. Also, the horse "Al Saif or the sword” came third in the
seventh round in which strong Arabian purebred horses took part.

In another race, the RC’s horse " Carpal lotus " won the first place in the British Fakenham Race Track
which witnessed great competition among the participating Arabian purebred horses. It took part in the
1400 meter- long fourth round allocated for top-ranked Arabian purebred horses. It led the race from the
beginning till the end winning the first place.

Meanwhile, RC's local breed hoses continued competing with French and British horses as the horse
“Al Batra” ridden by jockey Anas bin Salem Al Siyabi achieved the second place in the 1600 meter-long
first round allocated for Arabian purebred horses. The horse "Mizan” won came second in the 1400
meter- long fifth round assigned for Arabian purebred horses with the jockey Al Mutasim bin Said Al
Balushi. In the 1600 meter- long sixth round allocated for Arabian purebred horses, the horse "Razen”
won the Second place after a strong competition in the round by the participating horses.

It is worth mentioning that the RC’s horses that participated in these races were trained by Salem Bin
Hamoud Al Hakmani.

Qwolverhampton

facecourse & conference centre

Royal Cavalry, The Sultanate of Oman
Proud sponsors of Arabian Racing
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AlaHazm castle is in the Wilayat of Rustaq and is distinctive with its Omani traditional defensive
features such as the gigantic wooden gate, secret emergency tunnels, fortified towers, cannon
slots and high floors. There are also slots on top of the main entrance to pour out hot oil and

date honey over the attackers.

The castle is an outstanding example of Omani Islamic architecture and was built in 1711
AD by Imam Sultan Bin Saif, whose father was called Qaid Al Ard or “chain of earth” for his
bravery. From the architectural point of view, the castle is unique as its roofs are built without
wooden supports. Instead, the roofs were round knits fixed on columns. Its walls are no less
than three meter wide. The castle has several gigantic doors that do not end with the same
passage. It also has several ancient Spanish and Portuguese cannons that can reach as far
as 70 kilometer away. It is also distinctively provided with many staircases assigned for horse
climbing, in addition to that, also with secret tunnels with 2 metres width and 2 metres height.
These tunnels stretch across the four sides of the castle which lead all the way to the city.
The castle has a number of rooms which used to be places for teaching the Holy Quran and
religious knowledge. A falaj also passes through the castle.

The width The length of the castle

The total area

1600 square metre 40 m 40 m
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It is worth mentioning that the Wilayat of Rustaq is located in the Western Hajar, in the south of
the Batinah. It is bordered from the East by the Wilayat of Awabi, from the west by the Wilayat
of lbri, from the South by Al Jabal Al-Akhdar, the Wilayats of Nizwa and Al-Hamra and from the
MNorth the Wilayat of Musana and the North western by the Wilayat of Suwaiq. It is surrounded
by Mountains from three directions (the east, the west and the south). It is around (150 Km)
away from the capital city Muscat. Administratively, Rustaq consists of two niyabas namely Al-
Hogain which is located around (40 Km) away from the centre of the Wilayat and Wadi Bani
Hinai (20 Km).

Al-Rabea bin Habib. In addition to these respected and renowned figures, there was Shaikh
Rashed bin Aumair bin Thani Al-Hashmi who was the most famous physician during his time,
and the author of the books- Fakihat ibn As-Sabeel and Maqgased Ad-daleel and Burahn As-
Sabeel in Mualjat Al-Aleel.

Rustaq was once the capital of Oman, during the era of Imam Nasir bin Murshid al Ya'arubi,
the headquarters of the founder of the Busaidi Dynasty Imam Ahmed bin Saeed and the capital
of the state in his era. Numerous scholars, writers, literary figures and judges were born in
this great city including Shaikh Al-Byan Mohammed bin Shaikhan Al-Salmi, Shaikh Khamis
bin Saeed Al-Shagsi, and Mohammed bin Al-Ma’la Al-Kindi Alghashmi who was one of the
scholars who brought religious teachings from Basra to Oman after being taught by Imam
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Describe to us the social features
such as weddings, ltimes of sorrow,
gatherings and visits among peocple in
the desert

During weddings, the groom gets prepared
and then moves to the bride's house by
riding a camel 1o contract the marriage.
He stays there as a guest for three days.
Then, he brings his bride to the their house.
The celebrations continue during the three
days through traditional arts and dances
such as Al Razha, Al A’zi, Al Ghala, Az-
Zafnah, Al Bar ah and etc. which are also
performed during Eids, religious occasions
and al Khitan (Circumcision ceremony)
Locals gather during limes of sorrow
especially death cases to assist and
console the dead “s family. They also
visit each other continuously. In the past,
we used to gather in everyday in ong
house and spend Al Ramsah({ evening
gathering) for chalting, exchanging views
and consulting each other in various issues
that concern us. Today, many traditions
and customs have faded away due lo life
changes.

Would you retell some of your special memories ?

In fact, memories are many and beautiful at the same time.
However, some of them | am proud of and cannot be forgotien.
| still remember the great news we received in Tana'm area
during Al gaedh(summer time) in 1870 through the radio that
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said had assumed the reins of
power in the country in the country. All people- men, women,
and children- were overwhelmed by happiness declaring the
dawn of the blessed renaissance with hopes, security and
stability in the country. One of the most beautiful memories
that | still remember was being the first woman who was
honored to shake hands with His Majesty the Sultan during
his first visit to the niyaba of Hamra Al Duro’a. In that day, His
Majesty issued his royal directives to establish infrastructure
in the niyaba and provide services and urgent needs to its
citizens. | also recall here acquiring a driving license as the
one: of the first women who drove a car in that time. It was
in 1965 when my uncle( my mother's brother) Shaikh Al bin
Hilal Al Dar'e gol a permission from Sullan Said binTaimur
in that time to import six cars. | did nol know well how to
drive. | was young. | remember that | hit Sumur trees several
times when | was learning to drive till | had good command of
driving, There were no paved roads in that time as the case
now. They were unpaved and dusty. Imagine! the road from
Fahood to Muscat was unpaved and dusty. Raising her hands
to up she added “thanks to Allah for his grant bestowed on us
that He made His Majesty Sullan Claboos became the leader
of this country- may Allah bestow upon him good heaith. and
long life.

Do you feel a big difference between today and pre-1970 period?

She says:" Of course, there is a huge difference between them. With regard to education, for an
instance, there was no schools except a school for teaching the Holy Quran. Today there are
several schools in the niyaba. Also, in terms of health services there was only Tan’m hospital
but today there is a health centre assigned to serve the niyaba. The same thing with roads.
There was no paved roads in the past but loday there are road networks all over the Sultanate.
In addition to that, there are also water supply stations and other basic needs. There is no
comparison between today and the past. We are really privileged here in the niyaba that we are
part of Petroleum Oman development{PDO)" concession areas which provided us with various
services and establishments thanks to Allah and then the directives of His Majesty the Sultan.

How many camels you own? and which lypes?

My sons and | own two camel Azbalbarmn). One is assigned for race camels and the other
for newborns and other types, The two Azbas comprise 75 camels some of them for race,
breeding, Al Ardha and Al Mazaiynah shows. We give them our utmost care. | feed them before
my kids as they part of our traditions which should protecl.

What is your advice fo Omani youth?

| urge all youths to adhere to the teachings of Islam.keep praying and preserve our ancestars’
heritage. 1 also call upon all citizens in the homeland to be endowed with noble morals which
are one of the characteristics of Omanis. | was really upset for the acts of sabotage during
latest sits-in which tock place in the Sultanate. Raising demands is a legitimate right but not in
that way. His Majesty the Sultan was patient and wise in dealing with the situation. | hope that
such acts will not be repeated again.

Any Last word you would like to say?

| pray to Almighty to preserve Oman in prosperity and security and bestow upon His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said good health and long life. Also, | would like to thank you for your visit.
| really appreciate your efforts to register our deep-rooted Omani heritage in your magazine
"Assayel” wishing you all success in this endeavour.




MEMORIES OF THE PAST

Kaflah Al Dara’eah

An example of the struggle of the Bedouin women in the Omani environment

We would like to know what is the source of living for Bedouins in the past ?

Almighty Allah has divided between His worshipers their livelihoods "And there is none moving on
this earth, the provision of that is not upon the generous responsibility of Allah, and He knows its
place of stay and the place of return.” The sura of Hid(6). He guaranteed to feed every creature
on Earth whether humans, animals, birds or insects. In the past, people in the desert attained
their daily needs by working in various fields. Some depended on camels, and others on livestock
through selling them in neighboring markets. Others worked in selling salt or coal or even fodder
for animals. We do not forget mentioning here the role of women in assisting men in their daily
works and in seeking livelihood by working in spinning wool, making al Sa'en (water cooling item
made of animal skin) and in grazing livestock in addition to daily house works. Men also would
travel in caravans inside the country to Batinah and Shargia regions or even outside the country
such as to Saudi Arabi and Bahrain. It takes camel caravans to reach Batianah region seven to
eight days through the route of willaya of lbri, the only passage to the region in that days.
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When | saw her approaching us by her car that
she was driving by herself despite her old age,
| realized at the first blush that she is not an
ordinary woman!. She came to us and we shook
hands. By then, | ascertained that she deserved
to be the Shaikh{head) of her tribe due to her
Omani noble and genuine character influenced
by nomadic features that she inherited from her
ancestors and sirengthened by the desert and
the man- camel relationship who co-struggled
courageously ‘against the draught of desert.
Assayel's guest for this issue is Shaika Kaflah
bint Mussalam bin Hamad Al Dara’eah who
welcomed us in her house in the Niyabah of
Hamra Al Durc'a in the Willaya of lbri. Her
generosily and warm welcome made us forget
the long distance we passed to reach her place.

Tell us about the Bedouin life in the past. How
they were living?

Life was difficult in the past. Many human life
basics were not available. However, pasture lands,
thanks to AlmightyAllah, were fertile and there
were plenty of water which helped to breed camels
and livestock besides the existence of many wild
animals such as sand grouses, rabbits, gazelles
and others. Breeding animals did not cosl us
great efforts or money to feed them as we let them
grazing in the pasture.

Name: Shaikah Kaflah bint Musssalam bin
Hamad Al Dara’eah

Age: 70 years ald

Number of children: three sons and two
daughters

Number of Grandsons: five
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abet is a touristic region affiliated to Wilayat of Al Kamel Wal Wafi, located in
northern east. It has a moderate climate during summer and has a distinguished
environment represented by mountains and wadis. In addition it is an agricultural
village and Ghaili falaj is a boon which supplies water to palm trees, mango and
lemons. Its wadis flow throughout the year. All the citizens, residents and tour-
ists are attracted by its nature, especially with Minnat Sabet in which water flows
from Wadi Bani Khalid Wadis. Visitors who visit for the first time to this place discover that, it
is not a new place but it is one of the olden regions of the Wilayat of Al Kamel Wa Wafi whose
history refers to hundreds of years ago. The biggest evidence is that its castles and towers still
stand till date. Markha fort is one of the famous fort in the Wilayat as well as the graves which
narrate the stories of sacrifices of the past.

A FLASH

This place worth to be packed up in camp tour but it lacks necessary services such as shades,
toilets and sign boards. Concerned bodies are requested to have consideration order to enrich
tourist movements.
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he Oman immature dates are mamtaining

its quality since hundreds of years in

order to get the trust of the exporters.
Because of thal. it continues to be the trade
number one in various countries around the
world since centuries. It is exported to India with
other different types of dates which are sold or
exchanged with other cargo such as of rice,
flour, clothes and spices brought from India and
other countries. In eeneral. His Majesty gives
much attention to farming, especially to the
palm trees which was proved when he ordered
to plant million date palms. The immature dates
have cconomic benefits to the farmers like
the continued growth of the quanuties and the
increase in the number of suppliers of the crop. In

addition, there are economic benefits o farmers

that come from importing the immature dates
especially atter the issue of the Royal Decree No
56 which stated that the Sultanate purchases
the immature dates from ftarmers and pay the
decided subside money. This happens when the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry purchase the
crop of whatever the quantity 15, and marketing il
through a private tender of selling. After tender
is got by the company provided the best offers.
the vields are purified and packed in bags with a
capacity of 75 kg per bag in preparation for the
exporting process which is done by the second

party, the company.

Assavel has witnessed the process of giving
and buying the immature dates from the citizens
“Aljamdar” Shampaih Bin Bishop Bin

and met

Pshok Al-Balushi who is 85 years old and has been
engaged in this profession for 65 years and he still
works in this field, He said: “The Omani immature
dates has been known since the past and still
maintains its quality nite the changes and the
recent developments. This immature date is still
trusted by its importers and the demand of various

types of the immature dates is continuing. What
reinforced us is the confidence of His Majesty's
care to the palm trees and especially to the

immature dates by purchasing it from the citizens”.

Aljamdar adds: *T have started working in this
carcer since | was 20 years old and now 1 am &3
years old which means that I have been working in
this service for 65 years. The first 25 years [ have
spent with the merchant Taleb Bin Mohammed
Al-Azkwani in Mutrah. After his death, | worked
in the warehouses of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry for 40 years. At that time, the sale
of the immature dates was difficult and very tiring
for both the seller (the farmer) and the buyer (the
merchant), The immature dates were brought
on donkeys and camels from different places in
Oman. After the inspection, classification, and
the contract’s agreement on this classification, the
quantity is weighed by a scale which is called Abu
Selah”.

*Abu Selah’is held by two persons on their shoulders

and then lified to the top after being suspended
with the bag of the immature dates. A stone of 4

kg was placed on the other side of *Abu Selah’.

The trader buys the immature dates and exports it
to India and other countries. The farmer does not
get the price of his immature dates except afier

few months when it is sold and money is obtained.

Today. the modern means of transportation are
able and the modern equipments that weight

the immature dates are also available. In addition
the farmer gets his money in a short period.
jamdar says that the immature dates are
assified according to its types and quality to six
rrey’ or so-called
of
grey in Jalan Bani Bu Hassan and this type
has the hig e. The nd type 15 “Psor
Bidiya™ and it is brought from Bidiya, Ebra. and
Algabl. Other types are brought from Almodhabi,
Jalan Bani Bu Ali, Jalan Bani Bu Hassan, Alkamel
and Alwafi. These types are of high quality. The
third type is called *Psor Al-Shargiva™ which is
brought from Jalan Bani Bani Ali, Jalan Bani Bu
Hassan, Alkamel Alwafi and Manah. This category
also contains other highest quality types which are
brought from Sumail., Nizwa and MNakhal. The
Fourth classification is called “Alposor Alomani”
and it 1s from Nizwa, Sumail, Wadi Almawl, Al-
Rustag and Nakhal. The fifth classification is
called “Alpsr Albatini”™ and it is from Al-Batinah
Region and this one is brought from all the regions
in the Sultanate and it has a lower quality. The sixth
classification is called: "Alpsor Asokari” which
comes from “Almadloki” and “Abu Narngah”
Palm trees from Wadi Bani Khalid and Badyah.
The sification of the immature dates depends
on the region it comes from; the quality 15 1n terms
of size, purification and color. For example, the
immature dates coming from Willayat of Bid Bid
are characterized by a special color gaining from
the sandy environment. On the other hand, the
immature dates coming from Willayat of Ibra and
some of the immature dates from Willayat of Al-
(Qabl are the best in terms of size and purification
over the last four years despite the scarcity of water
and the drying up of many Falajes. This is because
the Omani people remain steadfast and preserve
their fathers and forefathers career. The immature
dates are harvested in a certain time and it also
needs perfect accuracy while cooking and drying.
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Oman’s ancient stones

Utilization of stones by our ancestors in their daily i

The geographical and environmental nature in which our ancestors lived had imposed on them lo adapt
their way of living in a way or another to it as to live within the resources available in that time. As thier
nature contained mountains and accordingly stones, they utilized and used them in their daily life. Thus,
there were in that time houses and castles made of these materials in addition to pottery industry and
other types. In this article, we will shed light on three of items made of stone used by our ancestors to
meet their daily needs.

Ar-Rha (millstone]

It was a two identical rounded stones on top of each other. They are flat at one side and round at the
other. They are of the same size and type of stones. In the middle of each of them, there is a hole. Ar-
Rha was used for grinding grains_and spices which are part of Omani cuisine,

To use Ar-Rha, the rounded side of one of the two stones is fixed at the surface while the fiat side on
top. The stone contains a piece of iron or wood fixed inside a hole at the middle breaking through to the
top. After that, grains to be ground are put on the top. Then, the second stone is put above it matching
with the first one through the hole at the middle whereas the rounded side should be on the upper side.
The second stone also has a small one open ended hole in which a piece of wood or date palm’s fronds
that used as a handle to move the upper stone in a circular motion to grind the grains put at the middle.
Then, the flour is collected and used.

-

xd. After choosing the type of stone tablet, it is cleaned and prepared for writing. The user chooses
ume of the tablet as per the number of words he intended to write on. Then he brought the tool of
writing which was usually an iron nail or a sharp edged tool made of iron to be used as a pen.

In the following picture, we present a stone tablet on which verses of the Holy Quran were inscribed. Il
showed a part of the verse number( 185) of the sura Al Imran "Every soul shall have a taste of death;
And only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from
the Fire and admitted to the Garden will have attained the object (of Life): For the life of this world is but
goods and chattels of deception”

It shows the beouty of calllgraphy and accuracy of the design.

The tablet was found in Al hayial village at the willaya of Ibrii of Dhaira region. Although most of it were
affected by weather factors, It remains an example of good utilization by Omanis of their environment
elements around them.

A stone for grinding spices

This stone shown in the picture was found in al Draiz village in the willaya of Ibri of Dahira region. It is
a smooth rounded stone with around 30 centimeters long. From the shape and volume of the stone is
believed to be Al hawen or al Sfan which was used in grinding spices in al manhaz ( a hollow iron or
wood toel in which grains or spices were put in order fo be ground). It was also used to cut pieces of al
Awal(dried fish). ]
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“Sometimes some friends give us some antiques as gifts to encourage us when they know our
passion for this hoppy. We collect rocks and germs from Omani environment during our trips
to wadies, plains, and deserts for relaxation and also to gather different types of rocks to know
their geological components,”

He also said that they used scientific methods in dealing with antiques through a computer
programme that register their prices, sources, specifications. "With regard to rocks and fossils,
we describe, classify and recording the coordinates of the location they were taken from ta by
using GPS and then positioning them on the geological maps. This method is very useful by
saving time and efforts "

It is worth mentioning also that the collection contains a number of daily life items used in
Oman such as copper pots, cooking items such as pans used in making Omani coffee, some
big ancient boilers, and a Mandus or As-sahara(a wooden storage chest). There is also a well-
decorated ancient door with its old lock.

Geological items of the collection included a number of unique stones, fossils and samples
of metals taken from the Omani geological environment in addition to some precious stones.
In addition to that, there are also some historical documents and manuscripts including an
old book written by unknown author and some manuscripts on Astronomy written by Omani
astronomer Saif bin hareth Al Kharusi.

These Omani youths seek to establish a museum showcasing their collection in the Willaya
after acquiring necessary permission to utilize their hoppy in attracting tourists to the willaya.
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More than 3,000 rare archeological pieces and stones, collected from Omani environment and
precious stones taken from Oman’s wadies and plains. They were acquired by a number of
youths in the Willaya of Al Awabi who love collecting ancient coins and antiques.

The rare collection consists of more than 1,500 ancient coins varying between silver, copper
and bronze ones, most of them were used in Oman in different ages. Some of these coins
are very rare unveiled by collectors for the first time such as a currency believed to date
back to Emperor Khasru the second, of Persia known as Kisra. Such pieces were found by
some archeologists among funeral pieces near Takht Rustam in Shiraz City. However, there
are coins of unknown date which were not mentioned in any of ancient currency books. The
collection also included a number of archeological artifacts such as an ax, with stone-made
head and handle dates back to ancient ages and a number of ancient rifles including a Martini
Muscat one curved with pure silver and manufactured in 1887. It combines the beauty of
decorations and design, the gquality of manufacturing and the hardness of metal. The collection
also contained some ancient weapons such as Omani hand-made spears.

Hareth bin Saif Al kharusi, the owner of the rare collection said that antiques and archaeological
artifacts collection was a very costly hoppy. “It requires a great deal of experience and long
practice to differentiate between authentic and fake items as many antiques and artifacts these
days are unfortunately fake,” Al kharusi explained.
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he wheat harvest stage, locally known as
“Taseef Al-Bur" comes at the end of wheat
cultivation season in summer. The wheat
season starts with plowing the land and
dividing it into equal parts. Then they are
irrigated 12 to13 times and it takes around
10 to 12 days between each of them. After
maturity of the crop, it is cut and collected in bundles.
Spikes that contain the wheat seeds are removed and the
crop is exposed to air and is beaten by date palm fronds
to remove the remnants. This process is called "Ad-Doos”".
Around 15 to 30 persons gather to take part in the process.
At the end of this process each one of them takes his share
from Al-Bidar (farmer). Those who contribute and work in
the activity are called Khadam Al-Saef (summer servants).
Then, Zakat (Islamic almsgiving) on the crop is given to
the beneficiaries. During Taseef Al-Bur, participants recite
poems and sing special songs for the occasion.
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Firstly, Saeed Al Hasni said that he did not earn
gold and jewelry profession accidentally but he
inherited from his forefathers and his father's
shop at Al Sowawe'a in Jalaan Bani Bou Hassan
and later moved to the factory at Al Ganeema.
Since he has been working in this profession,
he preferred at the same time to work in silver
industry due to some difficult conditions. He
brings silver from Muscat and Sur but previously
use to bring from Nizwa.

Silver represents Oman'’s history,
traditional wears besides woman's
jewelry.

EXPERIENCE ABROAD

Regarding his abroad experience in this
profession, the jeweler said that he had been
working in gold profession in Bahrain for 5 years
and thatwas in 1970 through which he transferred
his Omani experience of goldsmithing. He also
gained new skills and ideas that helped him to
continue the march of his forefathers for future.

ORNAMENTS ATTRACTION

He stated that there are a lot of orders for
kanjars, swords and rings besides ornaments of
horses and others from different governorates
and regions of the Sultanate. There has been
uniqueness in entering new shapes which do
not affect its originality. He added that in order
to preserve our dear land because they are
one of the Omani industries which proves their
originality.

@

Ic

NEGATIVE & POSITIVE AFFECTS
The jeweler added that perhaps increase of
silver prices during the current period and the
previous periods affected buying and selling
process of jewelry that decreased as

1Kg was sold for 70 Rial Omani and today it
reached to 415 Rial Omani. There are great
differences in rise from positive side; people
preserved their possession of different types
and shapes because they were aware of its
valuable price as they are very rare.

OMANI KANJAR

Saeed Al Habsi pointed that they make Jalan's
Kanjar most of the time for fulfilling customers’
orders. He uses a group of horns for kanjar's
blade, such as ivory and sandal wood due
to its availability but in the past there have
been Saifani and Zaraf blade. He added that
Omanis are still preserving their identity by
wearing Omani Kanjars in different occasions
which indicates implantation of Omani values
and traditions in their generation.

IMPLANTING THE PROFESSION

He concluded that he encourages all the youth
for giving importance in preserving father and
forefather's profession because they are the
backbone of the future as they are able to keep
it against extinction. He added that some of his
sons are learning his profession, like Rashid
who loves it and has no difficulty in learning it
and he finds it interesting.
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In order to allow easy movement of the glass cups along the skin, some oil is applied.
Medicated massage oils (with extracts of herbs) are particularly useful for this purpose.
Since the cups are applied at room temperature, the indication of removing cold from
the channels is no longer applicable, at least to stationary cups. There is some friction
generated with moving cups, so that there is a small but significant amount of heat applied
by that method, especially if warming oil is used as a lubricant.

Generally, the cup is left in place for about 10 minutes (typical range is 5-15 minutes).
The skin becomes reddened due to the congestion of blood flow. The cup is removed by
pressing the skin along its sides to allow some outside air to leak into it, thus equalizing the

pressure and releasing it. Some bruising along the site of the rim of the cup is expected.

Today, cupping is mainly recommended for the treatment of pain, gastro-intestinal

disorders, lung diseases (especially chronic cough and asthma) and paralysis, though it can
be used for other disorders as well. The areas of the body that are fleshy are preferred sites
for cupping. Contraindications for cupping include: areas of skin that are inflamed; cases of
high fever, convulsions or cramping, or easy bleeding (i.e., pathological level of low platelets);
or the abdominal area or lower back during pregnancy. Movement of the cups is limited to
fleshy areas: the movement should not cross bony ridges, such as the spine. Following are
some of the recommended treatment sites for various disorders.
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During the 20th century, new glass cups were developed.

. Common drinking glasses have been used for this purpose, |
but thick glass cupping devices have also been produced
and are preferred. The introduction of glass cups helped

‘ greatly, since the pottery cups broke very easily and the l!I

il
‘ MODERN CUPPING

bamboo cups would deteriorate with repeated heating. |

Glass cups were easier to make in comparison with the | .
L ]

Wy II'H f‘l"'ul[ " F ‘ ]J'IF ” |,J i"h l‘ H

brass or iron cups that were sometimes used as sturdy

r! f , “ ._; "'I‘Hf I sl.labgtitutes for the others. Further, one could see the skin |
l within the cup and evaluate the degree of response. Y
“ 1 i The glass cups are depressurized by providing some fire in \ R
LALLEA L d the cup to heat up the air within just prior to placement. \'{ﬂ 7y
“ ‘ f | . F-_:-r example, hold a cotton ball dipped in alcohol T
1 | with a pincer, ignite it, hold it in the cup, then rapidly A

apply to the skin; this is called shanhuofa  (flash-
fire cupping). Sometimes, a small amount of
alcohol is put in the cup and lit; this method is
called dijiufa (alcohol-fire cupping).
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upping refers to an ancient Chinese practice in which a cup is applied to the
skin and the pressure in the cup is reduced (by using change in heat or by
suctioning out air), so that the skin and superficial muscle layer is drawn into
and held in the cup. In some cases, the cup may be moved while the suction of |
skin is active, causing a regional pulling of the skin and muscle (the technique
is called gliding cupping).

Traditional cupping, with use of heated cups, has some similarity to moxibustion therapy.
Heating of the cups was the method used to obtain suction: the hot air in the cups has a low
density and, as the cups cool with the opening sealed by the skin, the pressure within the cups
declines, sucking the skin into it. In this case, the cups are hot and have a stimulating effect
something like that of burning moxa wool.

In some cases, a small amount of blood letting (luoci, vein pricking) is done first; usinga &
pricking needle, and then the cup is applied over the site. The pricking is usually done with a |
three-edged needle, applied to a vein, and it typically draws 3—4 drops of blood (sometimes the
skin on either side is squeezed to aid release of blood). A standard thick-gauge acupuncture
needle or plum blossom needle may be used instead. This technique is said to promote blood
circulation, remove stasis, and alleviate swelling and pain. It is employed especially when
there is a toxic heat syndrome and for a variety of acute ailments.
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Teach wyour children swimming,
shooting and horse riding. This Hadith
remains in people’s mind and though
it is aged more than 1400 years old
still it is applied till today. Our talk in
this edition on traditional weapons is
considered as one of the things used
in olden times for self protection in
addition to fishing operations. Today
its use varies between competing to
hit target and possessing kinds of an-
tiques. Traditional weapons are very
popular in the Sultanate. Assayel met
with Madhkoor bin Saleem bin Khal-
fan Al Gufaili, one of the sellers of
traditional weapons in the market of
the Wilayat of Ibra and made this dia-
logue.

Mazkhoor Al Gufaili

: youth appreciates fathers and forefathers inheritance

At first, Assayel approached him and asked him about his initial start in selling tra-
ditional weapons, and he said that he is engaged himself into this profession since
30 years in the Wilayat of Ibra at the old market. He said that he bought, sold and
exchanged weapons from locals and added that there is good sale during important
occasions like Eid, marriages and some functions. Later he moved to the existing
market of Ibra upon opening the market as he got a license of sale of traditional
weapons 3 years ago.

Types of weapons

He said that he sells various types of traditional weapons either light or heavy ones
or other used weapons. He sells various kinds of related bullets besides other acces-
sories of traditional weapons.
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I tried my best to read as many of those books, newspapers and letters as | can. And | must say it was a hard
task due to the ample numbers of them which need months of observation and reading.

Historic Documents:

A private hall is set up especially for Zanzibar historic documents classified and numbered for easy ref-
erence to them. | could not stay for a long time in the museum, so | managed to copy some documents.
Here are some samples of the news of Al Falag Newspaper cuttings since 1940 with Mohammed Hilal Al
Barwani as its Editor- In-Chief.

Dear Reader,

A warm Eid greetings to you all, whether you like or not! Don't you dare and consider this impolite because
it is just a joke. The reason behind this joke is that | remembered the three cats at my home playing with
cach other in the middle of the night. I won't be embarrassed by saying that they were brought up in my
house and didn’t let me sleep well due to their annoying cuddles. 1 won’t be bothered or embarrassed by
mentioning them and their jokes because all the time I write and mention about people with much more

annoying jokes and habits. So why wouldn't [ mention cats

The Week

- We have come o know that 12 Arabs traveled by ship to Kenya  joining the Arab bang there.

- The falling of rain continued during the week along the island (Zanzibar).

- We asked people concerned about the tvpe of clove. They all agreed upon the good quality of cloves in the
market. It is said that until now there was no bad cloves after the ripening period in Zanzibar and Bamba

- The fruit prices are as following: 1 shilling for coconuts. 5 to | shilling for fraslp=80kg (measurement
unit for dates in Oman), cloves for 35 shilling and 35 cents for 100 pound.

- People are complaining of high prices of clothes and dress especially the T-shirts from America. The price
increased to 35% from the actual price.

- Approximately 75% of workers who traveled to the island for cloves are back.

- Farmers immensely grew onions due to agriculture management test results but inefficiency of seeds
would block its success.

9/1940 The week.

- The closure of cloves market was 36 shilling for 100 pound of Zanzibar cloves. as well as 35 shilling, 12
cents and a hall for 100 pound of 1sland cloves.

- The closure of coconuts market was 1 shilling and 15 cents for fraslp=80kg and 1 shllling and 30 cents
for sun-dried fraslp=80kg. As for the coconuts, the closure reached 7 shilling and half to 8 shilling for 1000
COCONULS,

- The prices of food stafl’ did not change during this weck.

The Death of Shiekh Salim Al Barwani

The decease Sheikh Salim Bin Hilal Al Barwani died at night and was buried today afternoon. He is the

brother of this newspaper Editor-In-Chief, Amir Bin Hilal and the father of the young man Mohammed

who is studving in England and Mr.Hilal Al Barwani’s uncle. We offer our condolences for the deceased
° family, may his soul rest in peace.
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Archive of Omani Histort ) Ma kers in Zanzibar

The history of any nation in its good or bad times is stored in an archive that summarizes whole events
throughout years and centuries. However, it is hard to store enrich history as Zanzibar in archives. It is way
beyond being stocked up in books and museums. What can the historians preserve about such an immense
wide culture in which Omanis printed their historic marks in the past? These marks can still be seen in Zanzi-
bar. If you go there, you can find people wearing Dishdasha (traditional Omani dress) and still hold the Omani
tradition and identity. Moreover, these people are respected by all African society. However, there is a special
unique archive that includes Arabic/English/ Swahili scripts, books and newspapers, as well as loads of cor-
respondence issued from Zanzibar Sultans at that time. It is amazing to see these letters and the way they had
written or shall we say decorated.
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daily needs. They use palm leaves to form different sizes suitable for environment in

which they live in. It is placed at sea beaches, and the fishes are brought in it. It is very
popular till date besides it attracts a lot of its users enhancing to this economic profession. Also
it is easy to move Dobaya from one place to another depending on the availability of fish at
the sea beaches. In recent times, Dobaya is manufactured by using ironic threads that maybe
good to resist sea water or humidity or other conditions.

ﬂ | Dobaya is one of the old traditional industries used by Omani people in fishing for their
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On our way to the Wilayat of Sur intending to visit the ship industry, it came on my mind a number of old
photographs for more than 20 years on the Wilayat of Sur. Qur talk is on the history of the sea navigation of
the Sultanate dated back to older history since first attempts made by the human being to sail seas by using
Al Sari and sail. Since that time Omanis played an important part in the history of sea navigation in the region
either in the levels of commercial navigation or building ships. Thanks to modern ship industry in that time,
Oman became the first non- European country its influence reaching Africa and goes for hundreds of years.
Assayel visited the factory and met with its owner Jumma bin Hasson bin Jumma Al Oraimi, 74 years old.

Firstly tell us about the ship industry and how did you enter this profession ?

"Ship industry is one of the oldest industries known by Omani people through which they sailed across seas
and oceans and reached far places. We have inherited this industry from our forefathers and remains still
till date. We could teach our children this profession as we are seeking to teach our great children who are
always besides us in order to gain skills of this profession”.

In General, tell us how the ship is made?

“In fact, we make the ship as per order. Alot of orders reached us from the Sultanate and outside and most of
the types of ship being interested are Al Sanpoug ship which is used for tourism purpose besides , Al Boom
and Gangha, Badan and Galbout ships. Every ship differs from the others in manufacturing and its period ,
for example, Al Sanpoug needs around 6-7 months and Gangha takes 1- 2 years and needs a lot of labours
We use two types of woods in ships manufacturing namely, Sag and Bandeeq wood which are brought from
Burma and India and Karat wood from Batinah region, Jaalan Bani Bou Al and Jalaan Bani Bou Hassan
When making any ship it is firstly required to build the ship foundation which is called * Hairab”. Later, (Amyal)
is made in the front and back of the ship and then Kurwa is fixed where the ship engine is placed and later
the wooden boards are arranged at the ship’s sides with accurate measurements.

Dialogue and photography by : Hamood bin Salim Al Riami

Then the internal parts (Shamlan) is fit together vertically contrary to the wooden boards and then the
boards are fixed by nails and put together and tied from inside, The boards of the ship surface are installed,
taking into mind, leaving some spaces in order to load goods underneath the ship. Later the ship is cleaned
and nails to covered by (Sal) which is extracted from one kind of fish besides installation of another engine
is the last process of making the ship and by this it will be ready.”

What is the most famous ship you ever made ?

“A lot of them , adn all are very well known inside the Sultanate or outside. But | do really feel the pride by
manufacturing the Al Sanpouq ship , the ship that was presented by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos as a gift to
His Majesty the King Abdullah Il bin Al Hussein , King of Jordan before 6 years and named (Massara ship)".

Tell us more about the existing exhibition at the side of the factory ?

“This exhibition is designated to display whatever related to sea heritage which focuses on introducing the
sea history of the Sultanate in general and the Wilayat of Sur in particular. The local and tourists visitors
get acquainted with the sea heritage namely ships, sea fools and others. We have a designing workshop
for different small ships to be used as commemorative gifts. They are used also to take part in outside
exhibitions to promote tourism for the sultanate”.

How do you think about the government attention in sea aspects particular ship industry?
“There is no doubt that His Majesty Sultan and his government exerted great efforts to preserve this Omani
pure heritage namely sea heritage. In fact , there is a lot of attention and care in this aspect and from our
side we seek to improve our performances and industries to keep pack with our forefathers profession and
wish all success” .

Sadness stance :

Dear readers, imagine that no one from ships carpenters and manufacturers are left today in the Wilayat
of Sur except this man, will our forefather s profession be extinct?

| leave the answer for you 11
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The Poet
ABDUL MAJEED AL ANSARI

he Omani literature is enriched with poets, writers and scholars and many of them are not
well-known. Therefore, it would be hard for any critic to classify them in terms of mod-
ern literature schools or any other category. I like a statement from a friend of mine in
this regard by saying. “Under each rock in Oman, you can find a poet and writer since the
Omani soil produced knowledge and intellectuality for centuries. Hence, it is considered
to be a school for students, researchers or any other knowledge hunter.™
One of these Omani poets who dedicated his life for knowledge and literature is Sheikh Abdul Majeed
Bin Mohammed Al Ansari. He was born in 1330 hejri in Al Massanah and was taught Quran and prin-
ciples of religious science. Later on, he was tutored by a number of Sheikhs such as Abdullah Al Muijizi,
the successor of Sheikh Habib Bin Yosuf in Muscat Religious School. Moreover, he was educated by
Sheikh Hassan Al Farsi, Akhtarur Afghani, Abdullah Al Hana’ee and Sheikh Su’ad Al Deen known as
the Afghani Shah who was his teacher in Behavior and Sufism Science. Furthermore, he studied Hadith
{the sayings of the Prophet Mohammed. pbuh), the Holy Quran interpretations, poems and grammuar in-
structed by the Judge Saif Al Aghabri and Saif Al Kharousi since he was a writer in Al Massanah Court
until his death of incurable disease.

HIS POEM

His poems were hand-written in the form of questions and answers between the poet and other
Sheikhs from outside Oman. In addition, he wrote poems in different subjects especially love
poetry by modifying poems of Ahmed Shawqi, the Price of Poets, such as River Neighbor (Jarat
Al Wadi), Ask My Heart (Sa'alo Qalbi) and Light is Born (Walid Al Huda) which was on the
Prophet Mohammed, pbuh.

QUESTIONING POEM

One of the distinguished features of his poem collection is the one in the form of questions by
addressing Sheikh Hamad Bin Saif Al Bosaidi. He asks him about the modern economic trans-
actions and issues related to Islamic Judiciary. He starts his poem by encouraging in seeking
for knowledge and hard work as well as not being a prisoner of disappointment and languor in
order to reach the top.

Later on in his poem, he mentions ethics and morals of Sheikh Hamad whom he describes as
expert scholar having immense Islamic knowledge. He even portrays his poem as a young shy
girl visiting him, being a poor knowledge seeker of grammar and language.
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ANCIENT STORIES

THE CROW

Saif was a hard working farmer who woks diligently
in his land. He did notd d on others in acquiring
his needs despite the scarcily of production in his
farm. Saif in fact did not bear a grudg jainst the
land. He always said to himself "if the farm does
not bear fruits today it will do tomorrow, and if |
do not eat from it today, my sons and grandsons
will do in future”. When his first son was born, Saif
was overwhelmed by happiness. By

two concerns , the land and his child. Saif used to
take his kid with him in the early morning to the
farm to stay there with him till evening watching
him working in it. They sometimes played together
in Al lagel (water pools) or made things or games
from palm trees’ fronds and remnants as Saif was
skillful in that.

One day, when Saif was plowing the land and his
child who grew up and start discovering th world
around him wa ting near him, : w alighted
close to them trying to pick up something from the
land. The child saw the crow and asked his father

“What is this

The father said happily” it is a crow”
The child did not hear the word. So, he asked his
in “Dad, what is this”

The father responded delightedly” | told you. It is
acrow”

The child did not understand the new term and
asked his father again for the third time” Dad, |
asked you. What ;

The father again replied patiently and

sympathetically * it is a crow. It is a kind of birds”

and he continued talking about the crow and all

birds on trees around them.

The child ran swiftly after the crow to catch it but
the bird fled away after taking what it wanted from
the land

Days passed, Saif who became an old man, was
sitting near an arbor made of palm trees’ fronds
and his son was working near him. A crow perched
closer to Saif who was not able to recognize what
happened due to his poor sight and he asked his
son” what is this?

The son replied” it is a crow”

Saif who also had hearing difficulty did not hear

his son's reply. So, he asked again” what is this,

son?"

The son replied with distress and resentment,” |
told you. It is a crow. May you die.

This time, the father heard the reply and recalled
his memories when his son was young. He
remembered his patience and happiness when his
child kept asking him the same question several
times. On the contrary, his son now did not bear
asking him for the second time replaying rudely
wishing his father to die.

In this moment, Saif exploded in tears. They
mixed with the soil of his land which he worked in
tirelessly to achieve a decent life for an undutiful
son who
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