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Equestrian and Camel Races — Courses of Challenge

With the expressions of rejoicing and crigs of joy celebrations, the heritage
and originality - loving masses in the various governorates of the Sultanate,
enjoyed themselves during the most beautiful sports season ever witnessed
in the fields of equestrian and camel races To their rhythm and beat, the
cameras of the media captured the last snapshots ol excitement and challenge.
The Camel Races of the season 20011/2012 organized, on the Orders of His
Majesty the Sultan, by the Roval Camel Affairs (Roval Coun AfTairs), were
concluded on the Royal Camels Course at Al Filaij in Wilavat Barka. That
comes as a gracious tribute to the owners of camels and those interested in
their breeding. In this connection, the Annual Camel Race was also completed
during the Festival hosted by Wilayat Sohar where camels of all ages (In-
fants, One Year Old, Three years Old, Four Years Old and beyond) took pan

in this magnificent competitive show, reflecting the keenness and interest of

those in charge of the camel racing to have the honor of participating in these
important annual events. Meanwhile, .Al Rahba Farm was overjoyed o em-
brace the different equestrian races during this season. The final Horse Racing
organized by the Royal Horse Club Racing of the Royal Court AlTairs at Al
Filaij Course, was marked by strong competitions during the Race rounds,
culminating the kind patronage given by the Government to traditional sports
that made the Omani Horse Racing in the forefront of the countries well rec-
ognized in this field

Muscat, the Capital of the Arab Tourism

It is no coincidence that Muscat, the capital, enjoys the privilege (o be the
capital of the Arab Tourism, by viriue of being ihe international destination 1o
win the admiration of those visiting it, with passion and eagerness, from all
parts of the world, It is the Bride of the Arabian Guifand has many tourism
attractions Perhaps the typical guietness and tranquility makes it a haven for
those in guest of stability and peace of mind in a world with great turmeoil and
confusion and in environments contaminated with modern life with its rapid
economic and industrial changes. Nevertheless, Muscat remained in control
of its air and identity as well as its splendor and luster, covered with a ¢loak
of captivating greenery and wrapped in the values of its spontancously good
children. Perhaps, this occasion of Muscat being chosen as the capital of the
Arab Tourism, renders it a great opponunity for review, development, updat-
ing and evaluation of the efforts made during the previous stage, with a view
of promoting that to a brighter forthcoming stage.

Al Tayebaat ... A Newly Born Magazine

In endeavour to enhance its national, social and cultural role, Asayel Press &
Publication Company has celebrated the launching of Al Tayebaat Magazine
devoted to the development of the Agricultural, Livestock and Fish Sectors,
o become the first specialized magazine in these Sectors and  come in con-
formity with the prompt and tireless efforts pursued by the Sultanate in onder
to achieve food security . Concurrently. Asayel Establishment strives to carry
out the cultural role of increasing the public interest in this field and opening
the way o display specialized scientific studies and researches on the pages
of an exclusively scientific journal that can accommaodate such intellectual
effons,

Perhaps the green - agricultural and blue - marine area is worth of having
our attention in the future as Oman is considered the land from which we eat
our food and dnnk water and on s abundant fortunes we live. The Omani
lady poet Dr. Sacedah bint Khater Al Farisyah has expressed this meaning by

sAying:

No nation is naked that wears its own woven clothes =%#
Nor is it humiliated if it eats from its own fields.
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Her Highness Sayyeda Doctor Muna bint
Fahad bin Mahmood Al Saeed, Assistant
Chairperson of Sultan Qaboos University
for Foreign Cooperation presided over the
conclusion ceremony of Horse Art (Dressage)
for the season 2011/2012. It was organized by
Oman Equestrian Federation at Royal Police
Unit Ground in Wattayah. 36 horses from
different Government cavalry and Special
stables units took part in the event, 29 of them
in Beginners category and 7 horses in Open
category.

Warm welcome. Police Cavalry unit prepared
a warm welcome for the chief guest and then
she was received by a caravan pulled by
horses from the Unit entrance and till VIP hall,

Various programs

A number of interesting program were
presented by using camels, horses and
dogs. One of the camels presented natural
flowers basket to the chief guest besides one
of the pure Arab horses and Omani camels
performed a welcome to the chief guest
skillfully. The Omani trainer could prove his
skills through domesticating camels. One of
the trainers made two camels to sleep at one
time. One special program was presented
by displaying camel and horse ancestries
and their newborns which show the concern
of Police Cavalry unit for local breeding and
choosing the best camel and horse ancestries.
The dogs showed a great display through
obedience and following orders part.

The Beginners Category

29 horses took part in the race. The first place was won by Mohammed Al Hazrami riding Dofida from
Royal Cavalry while Khalid Al Subhi from Royal Cavalry got second riding Abjay. The third place was
achieved by Faisal Al Sharji riding Falak Al Salamah from Police Cavalry. The fourth place was won
by Sultan Al Balushi from police Cavalry. The fifth place was won by Nasser Al Naseeri riding Bipanda
Kolada from RC while Khalid Al Shuaibi got sixth riding Aneesa. The seventh place was achieved by
Sinan Al Balushi riding Amwaj while Eighth place was gotten by Qasim Al Farsi from Police Cavalry.

The open Category

With worthiness, the cavalier Omar Al Hajri won the first place in the open category and was honoured
the hero of the season. He achieved 257 point and deserved . Bassam Al Gabshi from Police Cavalry
obtained 252.1 while the third place was obtained by Khalid Al Subhi from Royal Cavalry recording
243.8 point.

Crowning and conclusion

At the end of the competition, H.H Sayyeda Doctor Muna bin Mahmood Al-Saeed, the chief guest,
crowned the winning horse riders and honoured the participants obtaining first places. Sheikh
Mohammed bin Saeed Al Qatabi, Head of the Temporary Committee assigned to manage OEF presented
a commemorative gift to the chief guest.
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Camel races of the season 2011/2012 for the Cup of His Majesty the Sultan concluded at the Royal
Camel Corps Racetrack in Al-Fulaig in the willayat of Barka. The event was organized by the Royal
Court Affairs represented by Royal Camel Corps. It came in continuation of the Royal Orders of His
Majesty the Sultan for camel owners and breeders. The closing race was held under the auspices of
HE Sayyed Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister of Interior in the presence of a number of Their
Excellencies, sheikhs and a host of camel races’ fans.
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Six rounds

The race included six rounds assigned for Al-Hagaig, Al-Lagaya, Al-lda’, Al-Thanaya, and Al-Hool camel
categories, in addition to long Rakhdh Al-Ardha. The race had witnessed a great competition among
the participating camel owners due to big prizes allocated for winners such as cars, trophies and cash
prizes in addition to purchase of winning camels by the Royal Camel Corps. The resuits were as follows:
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The first round for Al-Hagaig Category

The First place was won by the camel Al-Shahiniyah
owned by Rashid bin Salim Al-Ghilani from the willayat
of Jalan Bani Bouali while Al-Shahiniyah owned by Al
bin Abdullah Al-Askry from the willayat of Mudhaibi
came second. The third place was achieved by the
camel Shada owned by Ibrahim Bin Said Al-Gafeli
from the willayat of Mudhaibi while the camel Salalah
owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by
Abdullah bin Taiwirsh Al-Wahaibi came fourth. The
fifth place was achieved by the camel Lahab owned
by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Aubaid bin
Mohammed Al Wahaibi.

The second round for Al-Lagaya Category
The First place was won by the camel Al-Dhabi owned
by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Aubaid
bin Mohammed Al Wahaibi while Al-Tayarah owned
by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Hamoud
Bin Sultan Al-Ghafaili came second. The third place
was achieved by the camel Al-Shahiniyah owned by
Ali bin Said Al-Hazeemi Al-Auesi from the willaya of
Ja’lan Bani Bu Hassan while the camel Aryam owned
by Abdliah bin Hareb Al-Dar’i came fourth. The fifth
place was achieved by the camel Dam’ah owned by
the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Abdullah bin
Taiwirsh Al-Wahaibi.

The Third round for Al-Ida’

The First place was won by the camel Al-Shahiniyah
owned by Sultan bin Hamoud Al-Gahafi from the
willayat of Mudhaibi while Mahafel owned by the Royal
Camel Corps and trained by Abdullah bin Taiwirsh Al-
Wahaibi came second. The third place was achieved
by the camel Masirah owned by Royal Camel Corps
and trained by Abdullah bin Taiwirsh Al-Wahaibi while
the camel Al-Shahiniyah owned by the Royal Camel
Corps and trained by Ali bin Said Al-Hazeemi Al-Auesi
came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the camel
Sayib owned by Abdullah bin Taiwirsh Al-Wahaibi from
the Willayat of Bidaya.

The Fourth Round For Al- Thanaya

The First place was won by the camel Austorah owned
by Rashid bin Salim Al-Ghilani from the willayat of
Jalan Bani Bouali while Hudhoor owned by the Royal
Camel Corps and trained by Saif Al-Shabibi came
second. The third place was achieved by Thigah
owned by Awad bin Nasser al-Maliki from the Willayat
of Al-Qabel while the camel Mayiash owned by Mattar
bin Said Al- Wahibi from the willayat of Bidiya came
fourth. The fifth place was achieved by Ibda’ owned
by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Obaid bin
Mohammed Al Wahaibi.

The Fifth Round for Al-Hool Category (on the
cup of His Mafesty the Sultan)

The First place was won by the camel Al-Shahiniyah
owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Amer
bin Said Al-Amri while Muthhela owned by the Royal
Camel Corps and trained by Said Bin Ali Al-Auesi

came second. The third place was achieved by the
camel Shadayid owned by Royal Camel Corps and
trained by Subaih bin Mohammed Al-Wahibi while
the camel Saugha owned by Mutaeb bin Humaid
Al-Megbali from the willayat of Buraimi came fourth.
The fifth place was achieved by the camel Al-Bahiya
owned by the Royal Camel Corps from the Willayat of
Bidaya.

The Sixth Round for long Rakdh Al-Arda
Category

The First place was won by the camel Al-Arga
owned by Mohammed Bin Hammad Al-Mega’li from
the willaya of Manah while Al-Shahiniyah owned by
Ahmed bin Wani Al-Amri from the willayat of Bidiya
came second. The third place was achieved by the
camel Aryam owned by Salim bin Said Al-Zara'i while
the camel Al-Dhabi owned by Ali bin Said Al-Huzaimi
Al-Auesi from the willayat of Jaalan Bani Bu Hassan
came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the
camel Tawari owned by Royal Oman Police.

Honoring

At the end of the race, the chief guest honored the
winners of first places in the race’s rounds as well as
media means .A commemorative gift was presented
to the chief guest.

Exciting parts

The closing Ceremeny included several parts about
the camels, which combines tradition and modermnity
with interesting ideas, meaningful content and exciting
shows, The attendees enjoyed these parts such as a
welcoming poem, camel- drawn carts display and Al-
Hambal art show on the backs of camels, carts race
show, traditional arts and music pieces played the
Royal Camel Corps Band, camel beauty display, the
joint male and female Rakdh Al-Arda show and camel
dancing skills show.

Special ceremony

The conclusion ceremony of the Cup of His Majesty the
Sultan for camel racing 2012 was distinguished with
new and various parts which reflected the keenness
of the festival's organizers to add modernization and

2N

development touches on the festival as to stress the.— 3
significance of the event. @
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About twenty years before now, a British
archaeological mission discovered the ruins of
an old mosque in the Green Island green which
was built by Al Julandis in the first Hijri Century
and perhaps the firs mosque ever for the Muslims
in East Africa. Then the relations continued for a
long time and Omani Emirates appeared in Bitta
Malindi, Mombasa and the Comoros, which as
said, the Omanis were the ones who gave the
name of the Comoros to this region. Those islands
were ruled by a man of Al Manazira in the Eighth
Hijri Century. However, the invasion of these areas
by the Portuguese aroused anger and vindication.
Concurrently, the rise of Al Yariba State in Oman
played a major role in liberating this country from
the Portuguese and so were requested by asked
the Africans to come to this region chasing the
Portuguese. The Omanis did not disappoint them
and came for their rescue. They chased the
Portuguese and drove out of the coast of East
Africa,

During the reign of Sultan Said bin Sultan, the
people say if you play on a drum in Zanzibar,
people would dance to its tunes in the lakes, This
indicates that the Omanis have influence extending
to the heart of Africa until the Lakes.

| said: " Since a very long time, the Omanis
had good relations with a large number of
pecple in the world, especially India, China
and other nations, but that did not reach the
extent of their relationship with the African
people. Is there a private relationship between
the Omani and African peoples since then?”.

His Eminence replied: "It is noted that the African
peoples trust in the people of Oman and feel
reassured with them as shows the past experience
and whatever impasses happen, these people
return to the same viewpoint though. Despite the
events which have been occurring for half a century
and involvement in the political arena, which tore
people apart in these areas, these people had and
still have trust in the Omani people until to day, as
much as they do not have in any other people”.

| added: Zanzibar represents a historical Omani
private issue of since ancient times, can you
tell us more about that?".

The Grand Mufti said:" Zanzibar was a starting
point in various aspects. According to historical
studies, Zanzibar is considered a stepping stone
to the spread of Islam in East Africa. | remember
that | was on a visit to Brondi years ago when a
Mufti from one of Brondi provinces spoke about
the coming of Islam to that country. He said: Islam

was brought to our country by the Arabs who came
from Zanzibar. They were the first people to carry
the torches of Islam and that was also typical in the
case of the Congo and Uganda. The embracing
of Islam by the king of Uganda, Kabaka Suna was
due to an Omani named Ahmad bin lbrahim Al-
Amri who left Zanzibar in the year 1263 AH when
he attended one of the religious ceremonies held
under the auspices of the King. The pagan rituals of
that occasion required sacrifices of human beings
to be submitted to the gods in honor and celebration
of the King's presence. When the Omani saw the
scene of a man prepared for slaughter under the
eyes of the spectators, he advanced to the site and
untied the man then turned to the king and said
that, that which you does not please His Almighty
Allah who created human beings and made great
sanctity of man and it is right to engage in such an
act. The King then said: My Gods command me
to do so. The Oman reverted: There are no other
gods except His Almighty Allah. The King listened
to this speech, and promised to give him audience
later. The Omani then met saw the King in several
occasions and told him about the religion of Islam.
The King was convinced and became a Muslim.
The King was taught five parts of the Quran by
this man”.

We have known Zanzibar as a center of scientific
and religious radiation to all of East Africa.
Therefore, we find the religion more established
in Zanzibar and the Green Island compared to the
rest of East Africa.

| asked His Eminence:” Why the island of
Pemba did not have the same fame enjoyed
by Zanzibar, notwithstanding that it was
mentioned more broadly in the history books,
especially in Juhayna Al Akhbar" and other
books devoted to the documentation of the

history of Oman in the east
of Africa?.

His Eminence said: “The Green Island
was an important source of income for them
i and had four times the content of Zanzibar
clove trees estimated at the time for one million
trees in Zanzibar and 3 million trees in the
Green Island and that the trees in the island are
distinguished and of high quality compared with
those in Zanzibar. However, the development has
not been of the same level enjoyed by Zanzibar.
Perhaps the reason is because Zanzibar was the
administrative capital and under the direct focus
of the world.

| continued my dialogue with His Eminence
and said: “Since we are still on the island, has
it any special history its own, especially with
regard to the scientific activity and scientists
who started from the twin islands Onjoja and
Bemba to spread knowledge and religion in
East Africa".

His Eminence said: “There are significant historical
events associated with the island. It is enough that
they contain the first mosque built in East Africa
by Al Julanda in the first Hijri Century manifesting
the precedence of Islam to that region. From the
island was known number of scholars from Al
Tawawina and Beni Riyam including Sheikh Salem
bin Ahmed Riyami, Judge of the Green Island, and
Sheikh Saeed bin Abdullah bin Amer Al Uzri and
others.

It could be argued that the Green Island is a book
that has not been read yet.

I said: | think that the time has come for
the Omanis and researchers in general to
do more research and exploration on the
hidden contents of Zanzibar and East Africa,
especially now, with the spread of culture of
trips and roaming. As | see this is the first
region to be explored compared to the rest of
the knowledge domains, for what it represents
the Omani civilization and the existence so far.

His Eminence said that Zanzibar and East Africa
in general and its surrounding places associated
with the Omani presence - these places, Allah has
endowed with enormous and valuable agricultural
and water wealth resources, but did not find the
proper planning in order that its citizens can make
good use of its potential wealth.

| have met with one of the politicians in this region

and | said to him: | wonder for the existence of
famine in this region which Allah has blessed with
greatfortune to the extent thatevery inch ofitcan be
utilized, He replied to my greater astonishment by
saying: “Thereis one flat area called Rvigi, If planted
and better utilized, it would satisfy population of
Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda, meaning that the
production of this region alone could be enough
to feed more than one hundred million people.
Besides all of that, these areas are rich in many
minerals such like diamonds, gold, chrome,
etc. Unfortunately, these riches are exploited
by foreign countries and the indigenous people
do not gain anything. Hence, the Omanis in
particular can invest in this region by mining and
good exploitation of these resources and benefit
themselves and these people who have all the
respect and appreciation for them. However,
these matters need proper planning and sincere
implementation. When these two elements are
available, the people shall gain tremendous good.

| concluded my dialogue with HE the Sheikh
saying:” The scientific and historical
researches about the manuscripts and the
contents of Zanzibar archives are still few,
compared to the large size of this wealth of
literary and historical wealth of the Omani
civilization in eastern Africa, in particular”.

His Eminence replied: | have spoken to a number
of the competent authorities in the Sultanate,
mainly the Ministry of Information, the Ministry of
Heritage and Culture and Sultan Qaboos University
about the importance of transferring the Archive
existing in Zanzibar to Oman or photocopying its
contents as that 1s a great scientific wealth and
opens a broad spectrum for researchers and
post-graduate students, because the Omani -
African relationship, or rather the Omani- Omani
relationship was a strong relationship whereas the
media used to follow the news of Oman bit by bit
so much so they publish news about the heat and
the beginning of the hot surmmer season and the
rainfall beside the other news.




An Exclusive Interview

When Oman Air took us in its direct flight to
Zanzibar at an altitude of more than 30,000 feet
above the ground, i felt that we were penetrating
the horizon of the remote time to a civilization
which not only had its ruins physically intact,
but remained established and flourishing with
its people as if the time returned from there
and going to various cities of the world without
causing the lowest change to that city, sealed
with wax of cloves wrapped in a robe of green
coconutup toits uppermost part. The footprints of
the travelers who took months until they reached
it still soaked in the sweat of building, work and
aspiration for a better life. Only the traveler who
had landed in Zanzibar would imagine the depth
of history and purity of those who lived and are
still living through it until today.

| did not carry many books as | used to in my travels
to Zanzibar. The book which | was longing to read
is the interview | wanted to have with His Eminence
Sheikh Ahmed bin Hamad al Khalili, Grand Mufti of
the Sultanate.That man whom | have known for a
long time but he did not know me before except from
my essays which | happened to write, from time to
time, about East Africa, And this is what warmed my
heart when His Eminence:told me: * | read what you
used to write about Zanzibar™.

It was a wonderful trip having accompanied by HE
the Sheikh since his arrival in the Zanzibar, passing
through the green island and its beautiful areas
and settling in Dar Essalam the capital of Zanzibar
returning Bogo with beautiful weather and silvery
sand.
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| had the opportunity

to meet with HE the Sheikh

in Dar es Salaam with only few

days of the journey remaining for us, |

asked His Excellency about the mystery of

this civilization remaining in East Africa and
Zanzibar in particular. His Excellency said, “The
Omani people have been known since ancient
times as a people characterised among the pecples
of the Arabian Peninsula in terms of its land and sea
areas and is not confined to the Arabian Peninsula
alone, but used to travel worldwide in different parts
of the earth, taking advantage of their maritime
skills. Since very long time, the Omani people have
established good relations not only with the Arab
peoples but also with many other nations such as
China India and Persia. With East Africa, they had
historical ties rooting deep in history, As discovered,
the Omani African relations had started since the first
Century AD according to the records of the Greek
merchant who had lived in Alexandria during that
era and visited some Arab areas including Dhofar.
He had travelled until the coast of Africa, specifically
the island of Zanzibar, He had written that he found
colonies on the coast of Africa belonging to the Arabs
from the south-eastern part of the Peninsula, That
means the Omanis and the people of South Yemen
had ties with this place.

The history says that Al Jalandis were surrounded by
Al Haijjaj bin Yusuf who could deceive them until he
was able to attack them in their forts at "Jabal Akhdar”
Green Mountain area. Thus they were forced to flee

to those areas depending on the old relationship of -

the Omanis with the pecople of that region.
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The Second Round

The First place was won by the camel Al-Nagdah owned by the Jasim bin Ali Al- Ghailani from the willayat
of Jalan Bani Bouali while Al- Shahiniyah owned by Sanad bin Rashid Al-Zara’i from the willayat of Al-
Kamel Wa Al-Wafi came second. The third place was achieved by the camel Al-Shahiniyah owned by
Hamoud bin Sultan Al-Gahafi from the willayat of Mudhibi while the camel Awasef owned by Rashid bin
Salim Al-Ghailani from the willayat of Jalan Bani Bouali came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the
camel Marasil owned by the Hamoud bin Sultan Al-Gahafi.

The Third Round

The First place was won by the camel Al- Shahiniyah owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by
Amer bin Aoubaid Al-Amri while Shadaiyed owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Subaih bin
Mohammad Al-Wahibi came second. The third place was achieved by the camel Muzhela owned by the
Royal Camel Corps and trained by Said Al-Hazemi Al-Auesi while the camel Naseem Al-Reif owned by the
Royal Camel Corps and trained by Rashid bin Salim Al-Ghailani came fourth. The fifth place was achieved
by the camel Seyoof owned by Saleim bin Salem Al-Ghailani from the willayat of Jalan Bani Bouali.

The Fourth Round

The First place was won by the camel Aseelah owned by Said bin Jaber Al-Wahibi from the willayat
of Bidyia while Majan owned by Mohammed bin Hamad Al-Maja’li from the willayat of Manah came
second. The third place was achieved by the camel Al-Shahiniyah owned by Ali bin Said Al-Auesi from
the willayat of Jalan Bani Bouali while the camel Shawaheen owned by Rashid bin Salim Al-Ghailani from
the willayat of Jalan Bani Bouali came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the camel Al-Shaiybah
owned by Hamoud bin Sultan Al-Gahafi from the willayat of Mudhibi.

The Fifth Round

The First place was won by the camel Al-Arga owned by Sheikh Thabet bin Hamad Al-Maja’li from the
willayat of Manah while Aryam owned by Wani bin Said Al-Zar'i from the willayat of Bidiya came second.
The third place was achieved by the camel Al-Dhabi owned by Amer bin Eid Al-Amri from the willayat of
Bidiya while the camel Al-Zarga owned by Salim bin Said Al-Za'ri from the willayat of Al-Kamel Wa Al-
Wafi came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the camel Al-Shahiniyah owned by Hamoud Bin Wani
Al-Amri from the Willayat of Bidiya.

Honoring

At the end of races, the chief guest along with Sheikh Saeed bin Saud Al-Ghafeli, Chairman of the
Omani Camel Racing Federation presented in Kind prizes of cars, daggers, swords, and shields, and
cash prizes to the winners of the first places in the rounds of the races. Also honored were public and
private establishments which contributed to the success of activities of the federation’s season as well
as local media means for their distinguished role in covering various camel races,

Bedouin village

On the sideline of the final race, a Bedouin village was held which included exhibits that embodied the
life of Bedouins in the past as well as display of hand craft industries associated with camels, as well as
unique photos by the photographer Saud Al-Qanobi which covered the march of domestic camel races
in the Sultanate. Some Omani traditional arts were also performed by camel owners.

Acknowledgements

Honorable Sheikh Saeed bin Saud Al-gafeli Chairman of Omani Camel Racing Federation expressed
after the closing ceremony his thanks and gratitude to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos for his continuous
support and unlimited care for camel sports including camel races held in various Willayats of the
Sultanate. He commended the organization of the races which were successful and no complaints or
notes were received from the participating camel owners. He also thanked all supporters including HE
the minister of sports affairs, all officials of the ministry, the organizing committees, and media means.
He added that they were preparing for the activities of the new season 2012/2013 from now that included
qualifying races, Al-Mazaiynah contest, endurance contest and the annual race. He ended his statement
by renewing allegiance and loyalty to His Majesty the Sultan to continue preserving these traditional
sports,
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THE ANNUAL
CAMEL RACING

FESTIVAL IN SOHAR

Amid exciting competition and wide participation, the Camel racetrack in the willayat of Sohar witnessed
the final rounds of annual camel races, organized by the Omani Camel Racing Federation and held in
four days The final races was held under the auspices of HE Sheikh Saif bin Mohammed Al Shabibi, the
Minister of Housing in the presence of a number of their excellences the ministers, Honorable members of
the State Council, and a host of camel racing fans. They followed the final day which included five rounds
for which cash and in kind prizes were allocated, and some shows on this occasion, The results of the five
rounds were as follows:

The First Round for Al-Thanaya Category

The First place was won by the camel Mugamarah owned by Rashid bin Salim Al-Ghilani from the willayat
of Jalan Bani Bouali while Ibda’ owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Aubaid bin Mohammed Al
Wahaibi came second. The third place was achieved by the camel Al-Taiyarah owned by the Royal Camel
Corps and trained by Sultan bin Humaid Al- Gahafi while the camel Hakima owned by the Royal Camel
Corps and trained by Abdullah bin Taiwirsh Al-Wahaibi came fourth. The fifth place was achieved by the -
camel Hudhoor owned by the Royal Camel Corps and trained by Saif Bin Salim Al-Shabibi. '
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Sky Words

The Third round, 1600 meter long Al-Khandaq Castle Race for Cross-bred Arabian horses was won
by the horse "Sky words" owned by H.E Sheikh Hilal bin Said Al-Hagri, ridden by Hamad Al-Wahibi
and trained by Sultan Al-Hagri while, the horse” La vron" owned by Mohammed Bin Nasser Al-Auraimi,
ridden by Ahmed Al- Hagri and trained by Mubarek Al-Hagri came second. The third place was achieved
by the horse “Trust in Dastan” owned by Mahboob bin Mohammad Hashmani, ridden by Ibrahim Al-
Meqgbali and trained by Mohammad Al- Ghunaimi while the horse “John Gidas" owned by Asa'd bin
Abdallah Al-Maskari, ridden by Shihab Al-Maskari and trained by Jaber Al-Maskari came in the fourth
place. The fifth place was achieved by the horse “Try another cat” owned by Sayyed Al-Munther Bin Saif
Al-Busaidi, ridden by Hilal Al-Kalbani and trained by Ahmed Al-Marzoogi.

Maghazi

The Fourth round, 1600 meter long Jebrin Castle Race for purebred Arabian horses witnessed a strong
competition by horses. The horse " Maghazi” owned by Mohammad Bin Nasser Al-Hashar, ridden by
Xavier Zivani and trained by Beverly Dateron won the race while, the horse” Amardal” owned by Taher
Bin Saud Al-Khalili, ridden by Hamed Al-Balushi and trained by Mochammad Al-Balushi came second.
The third place was achieved by the horse "Durkilutius™ owned by H.E Sa’'d bin Suhail Al-Mukhaini,
ridden by Anas Al-Siyabi and trained by Abdallah Al-Balushi while the horse "Trotel up” owned by Sayyed
Al-Munther Bin Saif Al-Busaidi, and ridden by Hamad Al-Wahibi came in the fourth place. The fifth place
was achieved by the horse “Akhal” owned and trained by Ahmed bin Mohammad Al-Marzooqi, and
ridden by Asa’d Al-Siyabi.

Gabal Al-gfar
The Fifth round, 1600 meter long Al-Hazm Castle Race for purebred Arabian horses was won by the

‘horse * Gabal Al-gfar" owned by Shelkh Al-Muhanad bin Said Al-Hashar, ridden by Hilal Al-Kalbani and

trained by Khaled Al-Hagri while, the horse” Bashaiyer Muscat” owned by Sayyed Hareb bin Hamad Al-

‘Busaidi, ridden by Amer Al-Ghunaimi and trained by Mattar Al-Saidi came second. The third place was
‘achieved by the horse “Mihbash” owned by Royal Oman Palice, ridden by Al-Mutassem Al-Balushi and
{trained by Mohammad Al- Ghunaimi while the horse “Ameer” owned by Alymad bin Mohammed Al-Saidi,
‘and ridden by Khaled Al-Hagri came in the fourth place. The fifth place was achieved by the horse "Al-

Dheed" owned and trained by Ahmed Bin Abdallah Al-Marzooqi, and ridden by Asa’d Al-Sivabi.

‘Honoring
e.A.t the end of event, lh& ﬂhtafguaﬁt honored horse owners, trainers and jockeys whose horses won the
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The Conclusion of the Horse
Racing Season 2011 - 2012

Strong competition was witnessed at the conclusion of the horse racing season 2011 - 2012,
organized by the Royal Horse Racing Club of Royal Court Affairs at Al-Fulaij racetrack under the
auspices of HE Dr Ahmed bin Mohammed AL-Futaisi Minister of Transport and Communications.

Attendance and follow-up

The race was attended by a number of Their Excellences and a host of horse racing fans in the
Sultanate, Arab and foreign countries along with a number of officials from the International Federation
of Gentlemen and Lady Riders (FEGENTRI) and some international horse trainers and horse racing
experts

Elite horses
Elite pure bred and cross-bred Arabian horses which had achieved advanced positions in the races
of the season participated in the race. It included five rounds, three of which assigned for Purebred

Arabian horses, one for cross-bred horses and a round for amateur riders who competed for the Trophy
of (FEGENTRI}.
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The Liquefied Gas Co. Organizes
The Traditional Boats Race

t AlBatah Beach at Al Afiyah Ground witnessed tough competition in old rowing boats race

which was held in Governorate of south Shargia in the Wilayat of Sur and organized by Oman

Liquefied Gas Company within its 15" annual celebrations, embodying the Anniversary of

Royal Decree of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos for establishing the Company on 9" of Feb. 1994
and laying the foundation on Oct. 2000 under the Royal patronage of His Majesty, The Sultan. It was
supervised by the Ministry of Sports represented by Sport Affairs Department in the Governorates of South
and North Shargia. The race witnessed a distinguished attendance from sports fans. It was presided
over by His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Saeed Al Kalbani, Minister of Social Development, the
race was accompanied by numerous traditional arts performed by Sur clubs teams.

The Start

The race started from Ras Al Meel for 3 km to the end of Al Khour near Al Musafia area. Number of
teams taking part were 6 representing clubs of Sur, Al tale’ah, Oroba, Sur health office and teams of
Oman Liquefied gas Company & Environment and Climate Affairs management in South Shargia. It was
divided into two stages, the first stage comprised first group which are teams of Oroba , Environment
and Climate Affairs management, Sur Health city project. Second group covered teams of Sur, Talee ah
and Environment and Climate Affairs management. The two groups competed for the race cup. Teams
of Sur Health City Project and Oroba Club in first group and Sur Club and Environment and Climate
Affairs Department in second group were qualified in the final.

Prizes

The main committee of the race allocated cash prizes for the winning teams in big boats race besides
encouraging prizes for teams that did not pass . The Liquefied company provided operational expenses
for the participation teams since start of the preparations.

Results
In big rowing boats, Sur club obtained first while Environment & Climate Affairs department team came
second. Sur City health project team got third while Oroba team achieved fourth.

Small boats race (Hawari)

In small boats race (Hawari) for first group, Khamis Ariami got first while Hamad Al Alawi came second.
The third Saud Al Alawi won third. In the second group, Saleh Al Araimi came first while Naseeb Al
Araimi achieved the second place. The third place was obtained by Issa Al Shuaibi.

Conclusion
The chief guest distributed the prizes for the first places in the two races. Dr. Bryan Bakly, CEO and

General Maﬂager of Oman Liquefied Gas Company presented a commemorative gift to His Excellency
the chief guest.

Statement

The Minister of Social Development said in a statement to the media that traditions and customs
inherited by forefathers enhance the national identity and citizenship and it is important to support
them either by Government or private sectors. He also commended the role played by the company in
enhancing and supporting boats races. He also said that it was a joyful day and that the ceremony’s
parts embodied old inherited traditions in the Wilayat of Sur that are preserved by the generations. He
also stressed that this sport is a proof on the importance of this inherited traditional sport preserved by
forefathers besides it encourages youth to continue in practicing it.
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Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and at a ceremony attended by fans of classic cars in Kuwait and the world as well as the Media,
including Assayel magazine, the events of the third version of the contest “Concours d’Elegance
2012" hosted by Kuwait for the third time were heralded under the supervision of the Museum of
Historic, Ancient and Conventional Automobiles.

The organizers of the competition gave the go - ahead signal of the world most famous event with regard
to classic automobiles and the most unigue of its kind in the Middle East. which took place from 15to 18
February in conjunction with the date of the State of Kuwait Mational Day celebrations.

His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad accompanied by a number of Sheikhs and Social and
Media dignitaries toured around the exhibition and listened to a briefing by the owners of the cars
participating therein.

Idea and date of the Concours d’'Elegance Compefition
Concours d'Elegance is regarded as a competition for luxury elegant and classic automobiles in terms
of the engineering and aesthetic design features.

The idea of the competition started in the world’'s capital of culture - Paris, France in 1920 when the
people's crave for automobiles had intensified and they had strived for the acquisition of the most
extravagant and beautiful automobiles all together.

The Concours d'Elegance contest in Kuwait assumes the lalian style in the way of launching the contest
and conducting its rituals, whereas the local competition focuses on displaying the classic and luxurious
hand-made automobiles including those models belonging to the dawn of this industry until the mid -
seventies of the last century.

Panel of Referees

The selected Panel of Referees for the Kuwait Contest is comprised of the most famous vehicle experts
from around the world and is chaired by the famous Italian designer Leonardo Fioravanti. It also includes
Sandra Patton of the United States who presides over the Pebble Beach d'Elegance Competition.

The British Marek Reichman, the Director of Design for the Aston Martin, 3 member of the Panel of
Referees together with the Arab Rally Champion Mohammed bin Sulayem of the Emirates, the ltalian
designer Andrea Zagato and Dr, Ulrich Biz, Chairman of the Board of Directors for Aston Martin, in
addition to a number of international specialists.
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A special welcome by Horses
The chief guest was received by purebred Arabian horses which escorted him from the gate to the main
platform at the track in a way that reflected their beauty.

Greeting by horses and camels
Then, a flower bouquet was presented to the chief guest by a girl and greeted by some horses and camels
in an impressive show that captured admiration of the audience.

The start of competition

After that, the chief guest gave his permission to start the contest amid great competition among participating
horsemen to win the title of closing activity. The horse riders embodied their great skills in the various rounds
of the contest.

A poem

Then a poem recited by Sheikh Ahmed Bin Mohammed Bin Shihab Al Balush deserved the applause of the
attendees.

E':\...J! (y--.-

Various shows

Various shows of the sport by individuals, doubles and teams were displayed including sword tent pegging,
lance tent pegging, ring tent pegging. lemon sticking, the Indian queue (Indian tent pegging). The participants
who performed exciting shows and demonstrated their skills in this sport represented various government
cavalry units.

Horse Razha
Al-Razha horse-mounted band of Sultan of Oman Armor Cavalry performed skillfully Al-Razha and Al-Azi
traditional arts

Riding skills
Horse riding skills Team of the Royal Cavalry participated in the closing ceremony by performing some thrilling
horse riding skills. They proved their skills in dealing with horses. These shows attracted the attention of the

audience

Traditional Horse Sports

Traditional horse Sports were also present in this celebration through horse Hambal show, Al-Tahoreeb
art, Rakdh Al-Ardha and horse hypnosis, The horsemen wore in these shows traditional costumes, Omani
Khanjar(dagger)and sticks, and horses were decorated with horse accessories and ornaments silver-made

O bridles, necklaces and saddles made of pure silver which are locally known as “Al-Zanah"

-—hﬁm* cobieh Pl ok

The final display

All participants at the closing ceremony performed a
final display that reflected the Sultanate 's keenness
to develop horse sports within the support and care
accorded by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said to
this field. The occasion was also a great chance for
photography fans to take beautiful pictures of many the
ceremony s various displays and parts

The horseman of the season

During the ceremony, the horseman of the season
was announced. The title was given to the horse rider
Masser Al Siyabi from Suitan of Oman’s Armaor Cavalry
after recording 849 Tent-Pegging points while the
second went to Hilal Al Balushi with 834 points. The
third place was achieved by Hamood Al Dughaishi with
825.5 points while Ali Al Balushi got the fourth place.
The final place was won by Yousef Al Maamry recording
795.5. With this, the national team will continue for the
forthcoming season 2012/2013.

W pmemy A
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Results

The Royal Cavalry won the first place recording 48
points in 7.41 seconds while the second was obtained
by Mohammed Al Siyabi gaining 47.5 points in 7.68
seconds. The third place was achieved by Ahmed Al
Hashmi from Police Cavalry recording 45.5 points while
the fourth was achieved by Khalaf Al Badi from Police
Cavalry unit gaining 33 points. Ishag Al Manijry from
Royal Cavalry came fourth recording 44 points in 7.38
seconds.

Crowning and conclusion

At the end of the completion, the chief guest crowned
the winners of the competition and hounored the
horsemen achieving first places in the fourth rounds
competition in addition to crowning the champion of the
season. Sheikh Mohammed bin Saeed Al Qatabi, Head
of the Temporary Committee assigned to manage the
Federation Affairs presented a commemorative gift to
the chief guest.
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The horse rider Nasser bin Rashid Al Siyabi of Armor

L)
Sultan of Oman Cavalry, was declared the horseman of I;?aa
the season 2011/2012 in tent pegging sport after recording 849 %'é
points. The announcement was made at the closing ceremony of tent 2

pegging competitions for the current season, organized by the of Oman

Equestrian Federation (OEF) at Al-Rahba farm track in the wilaya of Barka under

the auspices of HE Sheikh Saad bin Mohammed Al-mradoof Al-Saadi, Minister of

Sports Affairs. The final competition was allocated for individuals. Horse riders competed

in four rounds that included sword tent pegging, lance tent pegging, rings and lance tent

pegging, and lemon sticking. Some 50 horse riders from various units of government

cavalry and private stables took part in the competitions. The event was mainly sponsored :
by Gulf College. -
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Craft Performance

PACI was keen during the second edition of Sultan Qaboos Contest for Craft Excellence to design and implement
awareness programs on mechanisms for participation in the contest in order to provide a greater opportunity to
artisans to prepare and take part in the competition. This year's contest witnessed introducing some standards and
competitive fields in order to encourage artisans in addition to some craft facilities to develop craft performance
and production. It is worth mentioning that the events of Omani Craftsmen Day expressed the society’s care for
Omani craft industries and embodied PACI's contribution in the fields of sustainable development through protecting
intellectual property of craft designs and products, rehabilitating and training cadres to upgrade the craft sector.

The results of the competition are as follows

Firstly, in the field of craft production the first place was won by Rahma bint Salem bin Khamis Al-Hagriyah deserving
the Cup of His Majesty the Sultan with a cash prize, while Saud bin Sulaiman bin Muslim Al-Hamaimi came second
winning PACI's shield with a cash prize. The third place was achieved by Leila bint Al-Qanas bin Saif al-Balushiyeh
and Zaiymah bint Ali bin Saeed Al-jahmliyah. Both of them deserved the PACI's shield with a cash prize equally.

Secondly, in the field of craft projects the first place was won by Al-Khanjar for Abaya and perfumes
deserving the Cup of His Majesty, The Sultan with a cash prize, while Abu Samer Al-zedgali Company
and Abdullah bin Hamdan Al-Adawi Trading came second deserving PACI's shield with a cash prize
equ;aliyl_ The third place was achieved by Dhofar Center for craft works winning PACI s shield with a
cash prize.

Coronation & Closing
At the end of the ceremony, the chief guest honored the craftsmen who won first places in various fields,

In recognition of the efforts exerted by the artisans participating in the contest, PACI decided to purchase
all the craft works which were qualified for the final round.




The results of Sultan Qaboos Contest
for Excellence craft announced
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The Sultanate marks the 9" Craftsman Day

The Sultanate, represented by the Public Authority for Craft Industries (PAC!) marked the 9" Day of Omani
craftsman, which falls on the third of March every year. The Sultanate s celebration of this occasion came
in recognition of the role being played by Omani craftsmen. It also aims to promote economic and social
values of craft industries in the community by emphasizing the importance of maintaining these industries
and providing young Omani artisans with training in the fields of handicrafts. The day is an annual occasion in
which PACI celebrates its achievements, reviews its craft care and support plans and programs in the fields
of craft heritage protection and development, and affirms the importance and the role of Omani craftsmen in
upgrading the quality of Omani craft production.

Various activities
A series of events and activities were organized to mark the Omani Craftsman Day this year top of which was
the honoring ceremony held at Al Bustan Palace Hotel for the winners of Sultan Qaboos Contest for Craft
Excellence under the auspices of HE Sayyid Badr bin Hamad bin Hamoud Al Busaidi, Secretary General of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The contest adopted craft and developmental standards such as craft training
and excellence, marketing and promotion, and percentage of Omanisation in the craft enterprises in addition
to the utilization of local and environmental raw materials, and the quality and profitability of participating craft
products and projects. The honoring also included distinguished artisans who played a great role in
transferring and teaching craft skills to young generations.
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Equestrian Federation Concludes its Show

Jumping Season at Al Rahba Farm i R e ;..-i‘..;, i|

After a successful season, the horse rider Khalid Al Subhi from Royal Cavalry was crowned the horse
rider of the season 2011/2012 and same rider was crowned the champion of the race conclusion. Royal
cavalry deserved the units cup due to its participation and its fruitful cooperation with the federation to
make it successful. This crowning came in a conclusion ceremony for OEF season held in Al Rahba
Farm track in the Wilayat of Barka and presided over by His Excellency Eng. Khalid bin Saud Al Bousaidi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior. it was sponsored by the vice Chancellor of Gulf College.

The fourth categories witnessed tough competition and their results are as fellows :

Beginners categories
10 horse riders took part in the event and the horse rider Qasim Al Farsi from Cavalry Police unit and the
horse rider Shadia Kamal from Al Tougi Sultan Stables passed the rounds of the this category.

D category

23 male and female horse riders took part in this event. The horse rider Khalid Al Saadi from Cavalry
Police was crowned the title of this category. The first place was obtained by Parbara Golasho from Al
Tougi Sultan Stables while second place was achieved by Mohammed Al Yousfi from Police Cavalry.
The third place was won by Nasser Al Naseeri from Royal Cavalry.

iR S As RN 1 M
11} 2 : . :lu

G Category

11 horse riders took part in this race. The horse rider Sultan Al Touqgi from Al Tougi Sultan Stables got

the title of this category. The first place was obtained His Highness Sayyed Ali bin Ghalib Al Saeed from

Al Said Stables while second place was achieved by the horse rider Sultan Al Tougi from Al Tougi Sultan

Stables. The horse rider Nasser Al Nasairi from Royal Cavalry got third place.

B Category

9 horse riders took part in this category and the horse rider Khalid Al Subhi from Royal Cavalry was
crowned the horse rider. The first place was achieved by the horse rider Khalid Al Subhi while Abdullah
Al Rahbi from Royal Cavalry got second place. Third place was achieved by Sultan Al Trougi from Al
Tougi Sultan Stables.

Various programs

The conclusion ceremony included a number of various programs most prominently, participation of
Cavalry Police unit represented by dogs seclion with interesting displays which reflects efficiency of
training and capabilities available in discovering crimes and fellow up its committers.

Crowning & Conclusion

At the end of the competition, the chief guest crowned the horse riders who won first places and honoured
excellent horse riders besides honouring number of supporting establishments and various local media
due to their fruitful cooperation to highlight events and activities by the federation among them Assayel
Magazine. Also the head of the Temporary Committee assigned to manage affairs of Oman Equestrian
Federation, presented a commemorative gift to the chief guest.
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The Festival of Traditional Horse Sports

in Ja lan Beni Bou Al

P }

Amid neigh of horses and tones of drums, a festival on Omani traditional horses

was held at Assayel Traditional horse sports Club in Ja'lan bani bu Ali. The ceremony

was presided over by His Excellency Mohammed bin Khamis Al-Araimi, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs.

The festival was organized by the Omani Equestrian Federation in collaboration with Assayel Equestrian
Club and with the participation of more than one hundred and twenty horses from various willayats
of the Sultanate’'s governorates. Many activities were held in the festival including presenting some
beautiful traditional horse arts. The activities started with the arrival of the chief guest as the poet Ali
bin Sultan Al-Ghannbosi recited a poem. Then participating Omani traditional arts bands performed a
number of traditional arts including Al-Razha, Al-Madema and a traditional folklore by Ja'lan Bani bu
Ali wilayat which got the applause of the audience. After that, masses of horses gathered to perform
Al-Tuhurib art in a beautiful show followed by al-Ardha traditional horse race. Poet Ahmed al Balochi
also delivered a poem about the horse and a poem on the love for the country by Rashid Al-Harbi.
HE Mohammed bin Khamis Al Araimi the chief guest of the occasion said: “| am pleased for holding the
festival that uncovers a part of deep-rooted traditions preserved by Omani people over ages. He added
that “the organization was fantastic and the audience enjoyed the exciting shows presented by horses
of the festival, and | hope such festivals to be repeated that embody the depth of well-established horse
traditions in the Sultanate thanks to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said who accorded great care to
enable the new generations to maintain all aspects of their great heritage.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, ELECTRONIC nmc&s TO
.cALcuLA‘rE_mmGAnn-vErEm

.qualtfylng events. Her Exr;ailartw Doctor Hamaﬁ bin ganig
Al Owfi, Undersecretary to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries concluded the Endurance 2011/2012. It was
organized by Omsn Equastrlan Fadamﬁnn at Endurame

starin addilmﬁ oo qualifying races for 80 and 40 kms.

85 KM ONE STAR

The international race distanced B5km startad at5 am
with the participation of 21 horses through 3 stages.
Zuloog horse ridden by Mazin Al Ali obtained first while
Mukhbat ridden by Adil Al Balushi achieved second. The
third place was for AZ ridden by Ali Al Balush al A
Reef ridden by Ishaq Al F_a : secor

was for Al Lail km ridden by Ahmed Al Balushi

80 KM RACE

80 km qualll’ying race started at 5:30am with the
partiuipal{on of 7 horses and through 3 stages, three
horses could complete the rage stages namely, Shaheen
ridden by Moayyad Al Fouri, Qadi Dobak ridden by
Ahmad Al Maeeni and Qazi ridden by Jihad Al Fazari

40KM RACE
43 km quaﬁffyfng ram

ENDURANCE

FOR THE SEASON 2011/ 2012

Al Balushi,, Burkan ridden by Mohammed Al Balushi,
Saree’a ridden by Nibras Al Siyabi and Munahi ridden by
Mihaz Al Haddabi.

ELECTRONIC RACE

For the first time of Endurance competitions history,
electronic devices were brought to calculate start, exist,
entrance village timing, veterinary test by providing
pulse screens instead of manual calculation. The race
achieved good results which were commended by
all and this saved time and efforts for the competition
supervisors.

AN INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION

The competition witnessed an international supervision
where Carol Bwinting and heads of supervisors Khalfan
Al Yamahi, Doctor Kanan Narayan and the foreign doctor
Shafi Mohammed. They all praised the lever of the
competition as in organizing, and providing all necessary
equipments to make it success.

CROWNING AND CONCLUSION
At the end of the competition, the chief guest crowned
the horse riders who won first placers and honoured the
horse riders who got advanced positions. Also the Head
of the temporary committee assigned to manage OEF
presented a commemaorative gift to the chief guest.

After the race, the chief guest stated that he was
honoured to preside over the endurance competition
and thanked all the paricipants and congratulate all
those who passed this race particularly those who won
first places. He also thanked all organizers, doctors and
coaches for their high concern and efforts to make the
event successful. He added that he hopes support will be
given for such sports in order to organize competitions
like this in the forthcoming season.
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Conclusion of the Traditional 'k

A ceremony was held for the conclusion of the traditional horse festival in the Wilaya of
Jaalan bani Bou Hassan in the Horse track of Jaalan Equestrian Club under the auspices
of His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah bin Mustaheel Shammas , Governor of South of
Sharqgia. More than 100 horse riders from various Governorate of the Sultanate took part
in the event performing a beautiful show.

The festival started by playing the Royal Anthem and then later a group of horse riders moved
forward to the dias of the chief guest requesting him to begin the festival. Then, the events

started by horse march, Tuhreeb art , horse tagrood, Rakdha Ardha and Horse Sleeping art.

During the ceremony, numbers of traditional arts which are famous in the Wilayat were performed. These arts

expressed the keenness of people in the Wilayat to preserve Omani traditions and customs.

Sultan of Oman’'s Armor Cavalry presented displays of horse skills but this time with different way as they
were performed by a number of qualified and trained horsewomen some horse riding skills shows. Sultan of
Oman’s armor cavalry was the first to adopt this idea through gqualifying Omani female horse riders in this type
of equestrian sports.

Poem
The festival was ended by a final display performed by all participants. Gifts were also exchanged between the
Federation and Jalaan Equestrian club and commemarative gifts were presented to the chief guest.



Main displays
Horse saddle industry was witnessed by the visitors at the exhibition. Two saddle craftsmen of Royal
Cavalry made horse saddles in front of visitors at the Royal Cavalry pavilion,

Products and services

85 exhibitors from 15 countries took part at the Turkish Equestrian horse exhibition in its first edition which
covered a group of products, services and technigues related to horse and exhibition. The exhibition
was a real opportunity to contact among those working in the field, to strengthen relations between them
as it brought together suppliers of products and services related to horse , horse riders and equestrian.

Shows
A number of shows of Turkish traditional horse riding were presented and was viewed by many visitors
and a corner was allocated for educating children how to ride the horse.

Wide horizons

The Head of Turkish Equestrian club visited pavilion of the Royal Cavalry and met the General Director of
Royal Cavalry and said that participation of the Royal Cavalry opened wide horizons for communication
in equestrian field, stressing that pavilion of the Royal Cavalry affairs is distinguished among other
pavilions of the exhibition for its horse contents.

The media coverage of the participation
The Turkish media covered participation of RC at Turkish horse and equestrian exhibition through TV
interviews carried out by those in charge of RC pavilion in the exhibition.
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Royal Cavalry concludes its participation
in Horse & Equestrian Exhibition in Turkey

charge of the exhibition exerted great efforts to
explain and demonstrate its contents to guests
and visitors.

Prepared by Hassan Al Balushi

The Royal Cavalry of Royal Court Affairs concluded
its participation in Horse & Equestrian exhibition
that was held in Exhibition centre in Istanbul City
of Turkey during the period from 13-15 of April. It
attracted the attention of the visitors by its artistic
displays and its silver accessories hand crafis of
horses.

The Royal festivals

The visitors to the Royal Cavalry pavilion
expressed its admiration to the exhibition contents
that related to horse silver accessories, besides
the visual display of the Royal festival of equestrian
and camels 2011 and the annual horse race royal
festival — January 2012. They requested copies of
these visual displays and some of them viewed it
on Internet.

An interpretation of wise thought
The Royal Cavalry in its participation showed its
interest of horse and what it had been achieved

in this field which is an interpretation of the wise
vision of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos. Those in
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The Sultanate’s team

also won 4 bronze medals; the first was

international Sword Tent pegging round for teams, the second

medal was Asian won by Rider Hamoud bin Mohammed Al-Dgeshi at ring jousting round, the third

medal was won by Rider Ali bin Saleh Al-Balushi at lemon sticking and sword tent pegging round for individuals.
The fourth medal was also Asian medal achieved at tent pegging relay. Hamad bin Salim Al-Balushi the Head of
the National team mission was honored as the best Head of Mission for his tireless efforts and hard work with
the team. Also, 1* Lieutenant Mansour Bin Ali Mahrougi national team coach as the best among the participating
teams. The organizing Committee praised the level of the national team in this tournament.

An official reception

An official reception was held for Tent Pegging national team mission at the VIP lounge in the presence of
Sheikh Mohammed bin Said Al Qatabi, Chairman of the Interim Committee in charge of the administration
of the Oman Equestrian Federation(OEF), Brigadier Rashid bin Hamdan Al-Ma'amari, commander of Sultan
of Oman armor and a number of members of OEF Committee and its staff in addition to number of officials
from government cavalry units, press and the media, fans and lovers of our Tent Pegging national team who
exchanged congratulations on this great achievement. Flower bouquets were presented to the team members

and photos were taken on this occasion.
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he Sultanate’s horse riders proved their skills and achieved 14 medals including 4 golds, 6 silvers

and 4 bronzes at the international -Asian tent pegging championship, which was held at the Indian

capital New Delhi. The Omani heroes dedicated this achievement to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos

bin Said for his continuous support and care for the equestrian field and Omani horsemen. The
championship concluded after strong competition among horse riders from the participating teams most
of which achieved advanced results. Some nine International and Asian countries took part in the event
namely the Sultanate, India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Sudan, Lebanon, South Africa, Canada and Britain. The
Sultanate’s mission returned to the country crowned with colored medals. Obtaining this great achievement
and hoisting the flag of the Sultanate in this international championship was not an easy task.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

Our national team excelled in the eight rounds of the championship by winning 14 different medals, including 4 gold,
6 silver and 4 bronze medals while India came second with 13 medals, including 5 golds, 3 silvers and 5 bronzes.
South Africa achieved the third place with 7 medals including 4 gold medals, 2 silver and one bronze medals, while
Sudan came fourth with a total of five medals, including 2 gold, 2 silver and 1 bronze. Pakistan achieved the fifth
place with a total of 7 medals including one gold, two silver and 4 bronze medals while Britain and Lebanon came in
the sixth place with a silver medal for each team.
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14 COLORED MEDALS

The national team won 14 International and Asian medals. It achieved four gold medals; the first was an
international one achieved at lance Tent pegging round for teams, the second was Asian won by Rider Hilal bin
Hassan Al-Balushi at lance Tent pegging round for individuals, the third was Asian won by Rider Hamoud bin
Mohammed Al-Dgeshi at Sword Tent pegging round for individuals and the fourth also Asian achieved al lance
Tent pegging round for teams.

The national team also achieved 6 silver medals as follows; the first was an international medal won by Rider
Hilal bin Hassan Al-Balushi at Lance Tent pegaging round for individuals and the second was also International
by Rider Hamoud bin Mohammed Al-Dgeshi at Sword Tent pegging round for individuals, the third was Asian by
Rider Hilal bin Hassan Al-Balushi at rings and pigging round, the fourth was Asian medal won by Rider Hilal bin
Hassan Al- Balushi at Sword Tent pegging round for singulars, the Fifth was Asian medal at Sword and Lance
Tent pegging round for doubles won by Hilal bin Hassan Al-Balushi and Hamoud bin Mohammed Al-Dgeshi and
the sixth medal was achieved at sword tent pigging round for teams.
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Omanis long-standing features appears, even when
the people of Oman have been far away from their
ariginal homeland thousands of miles by sea and
air, if you are now heading to east Africa, especially
Zanzibar with its two islands; Unguga and Pemba or
the Green island you will observe Omani dishdasha
which has not just remained as a uniform for people.
there but also preserved the civilizational identity of
Omanis who wear as a good influence on the African
land. Africa for Omanis are not Al-Andalus which
was lost by Arabs after centuries of remaining there,
but another type of influence hard to be described §
and explained, not the Alhambra Palace or the ruins
of the mosque, which remained there overlooking, ;
but a solid footing of great principles that have not &
" changed for hundreds of years of glory.

| | was born in 1950 on the Green Island during the reign
| of Sultan Khalifa bin Harib, and | am still living here with
my family and | visit Oman on a permanent basis where *
we have fellowship and properties there. The travel has
now become easier to visit our relatives in our motheriand;
Oman.

: He said: “ | grew up in this village and studied the Quran
and the Arabic language at the school attached to the &3
mosque, in the center of the area with the teacher Said —~ .
* bin Suwiyed Al-Riyami. After | got an adequate level of " = —

" education, | became an assistant to the teacher Saeed — . .
in this school as per my father's desire Almighty God's i‘ ﬁ

-.“ - -

mercy on him in order to continue seeking knowledge
I and to be away from speakers of languages other than
B Arabic. Arabic was my father’s great interest and always
advised his family to communicate at home and abroad in :
F Arabic in order not to lose our mother language and melt
in the African community and to maintain our Arab Omani
identity.

Omanis and Africans in the Green Island constitute
one unily, as the case in the rest of the cities and
villages that | have an access to in my continuous
travels to East Africa. When invited to an Omani
house, the African guy is the one who greets, serves
and accompanies us to the visited places, not |
because he knows the country more than others,
but he is a generous brother and a close friend for
| Omanis wherever they are in this country.

When | grew up | helped my father in his shop and small

factory for the manufacture of Omani Halwa. When |
reached the age of twenty | got married with a woman from
an Omani family of Al- Busaidi tribe who lived in the same
area. | have a son and a daughter and they live with me
now.

| visited Ahmed bin Abdullah Al Jabri in his house for
a coffee and to learn about his family and a number
of his friends, and was surprised by the large
number of monuments, documents, manuscripts
and antiquities of various kinds and the historical
significance represented by each of these pieces |
contained in his two-storied house. The house with «
its various rooms looks like a mini-museum of the
history of Zanzibar with some modifications and *
equipment needed by the museums.

Al Jabri told me his early interest in the collection of
heritage items and monuments. He said: "since my
childhood I'm interested in antiques and artifacts. When
the coup of 1864 happened., many of the possessions
of the palaces were looted and became priceless sold in
markets and shops. This situation alerted Europeans to
. buy everything their hands could get on to carry outside
. Zanzibar. Il also stimulated the peaple of the country
themselves who bought many valuable antiques to retum
them back to the palaces or keep them in their homes.
For me, | have bought 2 number of artifacts as well as
s Y manuscripts and documents which | directly sent them to P
Q.W . the Ministry of Heritage and Culture in Oman and | was in
constant contact with officials.

He told me about the mystery of his interest in
heritage. He said: “in the beginning we as an Omani
family came from Oman more than 100 years ago,
where my father came from when he was in his g
twenties and had lived in Zanzibar. He remained &
hesitant and traveling between his home country [#
Samail in Oman and Zanzibar till he passed away

here in the Green Island at the age of 117 years.”
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Visited him in the Green |sland: Said bin Khalfan Al- Noamani
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We visited this beautiful village and met an old man named Mr. Masoud bin Humaid bin Masood Al-
Maqarshi who took us for a tour to some natural and archeological landmarks of the village. During the
tour, he talked in depth about the village and we asked him the following guestions:

Would you, Mr. Masoud, tell us about the village in brief?

Al-Banah is one of the oldest villages that include numerous archeological remains such as towers and
ancient houses. It is also a place of beautiful nature. It was named “Al-Banah” due to the existence of
Al-Banah trees” in this area.

What are the historical and archeological monuments in the village?

As | mentioned earlier, this village has many historic monuments such as old towers and houses.
Among the most famous towers, for example, is Al-Jama (mosque) tower, Al-gareen tower , Al Waghlah
tower and others. It also includes ancient houses which dates back to pre-Islam period. There are also
houses of old part of the village that includes two ancient gates called Al-Sabah and Al-Nagab.

Then he talked about falajs in the village and we asked him.. Is it true that there are two adjacent falajs
one of them is pure while the other is bitter?

Yes, this is true and both of them originate from the same source and flow in two separate channels
alongside each other till it reach plantations of the village where the two falajs rejoin in one channel to
irrigate them.

People of the village uses the first falaj (with pure water) for drinking while allocates the other for washing
clothes and utensils because it is unfit for drinking. The latter’s water is also hot, thus it is called Al-
Thauarah because it is like Al-Thauarah spring located in the willayat of Nakhal.

What are the major agricultural products in the village of Al-Banah?

Al-Banah is well known from the past of agriculture. From one generation to another, people in the village
continue working in this field, preserving and caring for their fertile lands. The agricultural products of
the village include all kinds of vegetables, various types of dates, wheat, mango and lemon as well as
different types of animal fodder.

At the end of our tour in this magnificent village, we thanked deeply Mr. Masoud Al-Mgarshi who guided
us for his rich information about the village. It remains to say that the village of Al-Banah, like all other
villages in the willayat of Ibri, has enjoyed numerous development and construction projects during the
blessed renaissance march. Citizens are also provided by many services.

Interview by Rashid bin Siba’ Al-Ghafri
Photos by Salim bin Masoud Al-Magrashi
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I-Banah village in the willaya of Ibri is one of most beautiful villages
that have well-established ancient monuments. Located on the
eastern side of the willayat of lbri, and adjacent to Al-Haggar village,
which lies on the western slope of Al-Jabal Al-Akhdar, Al-Banah is
famous for its magnificent wadi (valley) and eye-catching nature full
of plantations and beautiful desert trees. In addition to that, there
are several scattered archeological remains in various parts in the
village which indicates without doubt the glorious history of this
village and its people.

What attracts most in this beautiful village is the existence of two falajs flowing alongside
each other; one of them has pure and drinkable water while the other contains bitter
water. The striking fact that both of them originate from the same source which is the
northern side of the village, then they flow in two separate channels alongside each
other till it reach plantations of the village where the two falajs rejoin in one channel to
irrigate them.
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Alot of beautiful and interesting sports z _,Wﬁmrsanm of Al Sharquahwm ﬂa&b&ﬁﬁﬂ :
and interesting m%mm%mﬂwmm gwat fun. There climbing over the sand
on foot, there is climbing up the hills by ¢ : : :

and less dangerous than all other : itneeds to hig kil
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money is required if set our minds to proceed to the Sands of Al Shargiyah tonight? Of course, the
answer is nothing much, compared with the feeling of satisfaction and peace of mind we shall find in
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SANDS OF
AL SHARQIYAH

t seems to many of us when we hear the
word desert, a place where it is very hot,
sunny and arid and which optically illusive
yellow surface extends endlessly without
any sign of life: no water, no trees during
the day, yet the night brings about strange
feelings: fear, awfulness and wilderness that
makes you turn over this page between your
hands and leave without completing reading
it. However, the truth is the opposite of that,
because there are cold and extremely cold
deserts, snowy and glacier deserts as well as
sandy deserts and others.

A Thousand & One Nights

We will not go away. We shall remain within the
borders of home. How beautiful our country Oman
is. It has a lot of tourism potential. Today, we shall
accompany you on a tour a serene moonlit night
with a breeze of fresh wind (Al Kos) blowing from
the Arabian Sea. There Wilayat Bidiya embraces
the Sands of Al Shargiyah. Those sands which
make you feel comfortable with fresh and gentle
generosity and peace of conscience and mind.
There you may unleash the full mind and hear the
slumber of the night very clearly. Or, with a shining
light and an old lamp you will sit under the dome
of the sky decorated with stars. Undoubtedly, you
will discover that the sky is worth contemplating
because of its splendor and beauty concealed
by lights of electricity in the cities. Yet, during
this beautiful journey will find a beautiful angle,
perhaps for the first time you see in your life that
will make you lovingly look into the sky like the one
who madly loves the Sea, A session for sipping a
cup of tea or coffee that gives another taste of
life making you fully aware that you made a lot of
effort and suffering during the last few days and

S

between the
Warmth of the Sun
and Moon Light

it would have been better that you had have rest,
This trip really came on time to rid you from the
fatigue and exhaustion and let it be a period of
convalescence for renewing your activeness and
become more productive, knowing that if this trip
took place before, would have been much better.
However, it is important that it came in this day
which is better than tomorrow.

For the red and white meat as well as fish a
beautiful story occurred during this journey which
its components would not be completed without
lighting fire on the wood and for preparing Bar-
becues on hot coals. An exceptional meal you
make with your hands, to realize that you have
been unnecessarily filling your stomach, simply
because you could not control your appetite.
Instead of being careful, you have filled your
stomach to the brim. Then came the gathering and
chatting in the night with the parents or friends
and the cracking of laughter amid the continuing
silence of the night you feel like you are not and
will not spend the quietness of the night as if you
have neve spent such a beautiful night in your life
Itis the night of A Thousand & One Nights.

The Story of the Warmth of the Sun

The most beautiful times which you must not miss
while on a private visit to the Sands of Al Shargiyah
is the period of daylight during the winter. Perhaps
the warmth of the sun in the cold weather has its
charm and splendour. When you walk barefoot,
and stick your feet into the sand and feel the cold
soft particles surrounding your feet from all sides,
you will realize that you are exercising a type of
sports which gives you the vigor and vitality and
helps you to walk for long distances, but be careful
not to stray and get lost in the desert.
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Palm-leaflet works craft

The government under the wise leadership of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said has accorded utmost
care and attention to tangible and intangible heritage as integral part of the deep-rootedness of Oman.
Hence, numerous government establishments were established with this regard such as the Ministry
of Heritage and Culture, the Public Authaority for Craft Industries and the MNational Records and Archive
Authority, not to mention the allocation of a number of archaeological museums that contain heritage of
our ancestors in order to showcase it for present and future generations and also to acquaint all people
with the Sultanate’s civilization.

The date palm - frond leaflet works craft is very old and widely practiced in the Sultanate. Maore than seven
millions Palm trees in Oman that produce finest types of dates, which are one of the most important food
items upon which Omanis relay for their consumption and also as fodder for cattle, Along with dates,
all date palm’s parts and residues are utilized and developed to be a source of craft material to make
various products such as palm frond leaflet(khusa), palm-frond (zura) and the trunk itself (al-Jarid). All
these palm components have been used to produce materials for everyday life.

Plam- frond leaflet products includes various types such as Al-Khasafa( dates storage bag), Al-khafeer
(date collection basket) which also used to collect various crops and carry some building materials, and
big sized basket known as Thoog used to carry stones, fertilizers, dates and coconut crops on donkeys.
Among these types of palm products are also some medium —sized baskets such as Al-kaffeer, Al-
mabd’a, and Al-Zebil which are used to carry agricultural crops such as grains, dates, fruits and roses.
The making of Semim( mats) which are spread under the palm tree to collect falling dates during dates
crop harvest. They are also used for sitting on.
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The Omani kitchen is unigue of its delicious foods that opens appetite whoever smells its fragrance.
In this issue, we present an essential food of the Omani cuisine which is the Omani bread locally called
(Rigag or Rukhal). This kind of bread is eaten by small children and liked by adults. It is always there on
the meal table particularly during breakfast and dinner. It has a good taste and can be served with honey,
eggs. cheese thyme or even jam. It can be eaten with meat and chicken.

Bran is the best

Method of preparing Rukhal depends on flavor either with or without bran. Bran is preferred for its
delicious taste. The Rukhal bread is a thin, round bread originally baked over a fire made from palm
leaves. It is eaten at any meal, typically served with Omani honey for breakfast or crumbled over curry
for dinner. It is used to cure diseases such sugar, cholesterol, constipation and indigestion. This bread
contains less calorie than white bread. It has various medical and nutrition benefits.

Rukhal bread baking method

Ingredients: Atta Flour or Whole Wheat flour, Salt & Water. Mix all dry ingredients, add water gradually
until the dough like sponge cake batter and keep the batter for a minimum of 30 minutes. For baking,
heat the metal plate (Round shape 5mm thick) until water sizzling on it. When the plate is ready take
some dough in your palm. then hold the dough in your palm and spread with your fingers in a circle
motion until the plate is full. Later, keep the bread until cooked (10- 15 second and remove the bread
with spatula (small knife). During this time, you may add eggs and cheese over dough for more taste.
Finally, keep covered so the bread doesn't get dry.

Situation

Unfortunately, Rukhal bread is not cooked in many houses like before and exported bread replaces it
instead. It is because that women find it more difficult and it requires efforts and time just to cook one
miche of the bread due temperature of the hot plate ( Toubag). It became easy today to get bread prepared
in shops and that made expatriates to exploit this situation and started practicing this profession. A lot
of coffee shops make such bread in the Omani cities in a way that brings a lot of money to its owners.
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- The distance between the inside team and the end point is around 50 meters for each player to prove
his ability and skill in running and control.

- Al hilla is only played by males because it is a tough game and requires strong physical activity. It can
be played by more than two teams and in this case through a tournament.

- It is practiced during the evening time especially when the moon is round and full,

- The game continues without a definite time but till a team is defeated and can be replayed by exchanging
the positions. Also, the players can be changed to add more excitement to the game.

- Playing can be stopped tempaorarily when reaching the end point and then start again accompanying
by shouts of both teams (hilla hilla).

- When a player of the inside team being touched, the attacker shouts (annah) to announce that a player
is touched and then starts running towards the end point.

- In case one player of the inside team is able to catch a player from the attacking team he shouts (Wakif
wakif or “stop stop") to indicate that a player is stopped.

- When playing continues they shout “hilla hilla" to announce that the game is resumed at the same
rhythm.

- This game requires physical strength and skills to bring down the opponents by focusing on their leader
or distinguished players causing the team to lose its control. =2

- There is no specific period of time for each round. If the two teams failed to defeat the other, the result
will be a draw.

- Ateam can be attacked from various directions with the possibility to infiltrate among the other team’s

players to bring them down.

- The player who is touched or stopped shall go out of the playing yard but he can return again if his

team was able 1o send away a ﬁlayar from the other team. If there is more than one playarbﬂught out,
‘entering the game should be in succession i.e the player who is sent out first enters the game first.

- Al Hilla in Al Dahira region is also called “mayt". It also may have different names in other regions in
the Sultanate.
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THE TRADITIONAL GAME
“AL HILLA”

Al Hilla is one of the most popular traditional games in Al Dahira Governorate and other parts of the
Sultanate. The way it is played and its name vary from a Governorate to another. Here, we explain the
way it is practiced in Ad-Draez village in the Willayat of Ibri in Al Dahira Governorate. The game comprises
of two teams of unidentified number of players. The first team is called * the inside team” and the second
‘the outside team”. The inside team gathers forming a circle or a semicircle in a way that each one of
them protects the other player’s back if the game is played at an open yard, or the team resort to a wall to
protect their backs facing the opponent team. The outside team should attack the other team from various
directions by trying to touch one of its members and then running at full speed to the end point. The
touched player leaves the game and accordingly his team loses one player. The game continues till the
outside team sends out of the game all its opponents. The inside teamn, however, can eliminate the other
attacking team if it catches the attackers one after the other before they touch any player. If the attacker
touches the player and then gets caught, in this case the result is a draw by saying “hayah bi hayah or life
for life” and then the game continues.

- Al Hilla game starts by dividing players into two teams (the inside and the outside) either by selection or
by let with the possibility of including any player who may come late. A player is chosen to be the leader

“ for each team.

- Members of each team can be diffefentiated from the other by the caolor of their.clothes.

-The game is accornpamed by enthusiastic shouts such as (hilla hilla) or (hilla al hilla hi"l]a] ar (aliyvhum
aliyhum)
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Al-Razha “Lal Al-Aud”

Al-Razha (also known as Lal Al-Aud) Can be recognized by careful listening to its reverence of dual
rhythm in harmony with the movement of performers. In this traditional art, the poet dictates verbally one
of the two opposite rows few verses of his poem (known as Shelah) and the tune to recite them after
toning the word “Lal” and then moves to the opposite row of performers and tell them other verses. Then,
he goes back to the first row of performers to dictate them other verses. This is called the first Kasrah
which is recited and performed in a balanced rhythm. When the drum is beaten, some performers in
the row begins a display of sword and shield fencing skills according to certain rules and customs that
require old people shall be first and then followed by the young in the queue to start fencing. The two
fencers should be equal in terms of sword play skills. A strong fencer should not challenge a weak
one. The rules for fencing also require the fencer should strike his opponent in the thumb of his left
hand which holds the shield to drop his defense but both sides should avoid touching the other party
in sensitive areas of the body which is considered as an insult that cannot be washed except by blood.
When the two parties finish fencing or one of them prevails over the ather party, a third fencer will
intervene by cutting the air with his sword between them to stop immediately. The rule also states that
fencing can be resolved between the parties only by one of the old men in the circle.
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The Omani Frankincense
“Luban”

Foran insightful introduction to the heady world of frankincense and perfumes, a visit to Salalah’s
Frankincense Souq is a must. Built by Dhofar Municipality three years ago, it features a block
of shops dedicated to exclusively selling incense, perfumes and traditional goods. These shops
are run by Omanis who have been Dhofar’s frankincense trade for generations.

Frankincense collection - which begins in winter, peaks in spring and ends with the summer monsoons -
starts with shaving strips of bark from the trunk. The collectors use an instrument like a putty knife. From
these wounds the frankincense resin, or luban, ocozes out and hardens into crystals, which are scraped
off the tree and collected in two-handled baskets of woven palm leaves. Even better frankincense - light

and clean in color can be obtained by simply waiting and collecting it from the ground after it has fallen
from the tree and dried naturally.

After a fortnight, the resin is collected only from the wound itself .The wound is then freshened and the
process continues.

Luban is used in drinking water
as itis believed it helps in dieresis
and makes water cold-and pure in
summer season. Festive events
like weddings, Eid celebrations,
the birth of a newborn, and so
on, are also incomplete withoul
the burning of frankincense or ils
exotic versions like bokhur. The
Scientist |bin Sina mentioned
luban that it cures all diseases.

Omani Luban is still the best types
of frankincense in the world as it
is demanded all over the world.
It can be used in medicine, oil,
cosmetics, perfumes industries
History is rich with accounts
of this trade, and the use of
frankincense in ancienl Roman
and Greek religious rituals
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His Excellency Dr. Faud bin Jaafar Sajwani,
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries said that Al
Tayebaat Magazine is a leading idea of its kind in
the field of agriculture and fisheries and it covers
exclusive subjects related to Oman’s land, add-
ing that it is a quality addition in specialized infor-
mation. He stressed that those in charge of the
magazine have previous stories of success simi-

lar to Assayel Magazine. He hoped that they can
transfer through them their previous experience to
all reader targeted by this magazine.

This came after His Excellency launched the mag-
azine in a ceremony held in Al Bustan Palace Ho-
tel, attended by number of officials, professionals
in the field of agriculture & fisheries and media
men.

arey 5 ll_'l! " _:.:-'....al ;'5;-:.
Assayel for press & Publishing
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The book is available in Al-Ayila Library

This Book showcases the importance and centrality

of Human Resources from the perspective of public

and private sector corporations and highlights the
evolution of HR into a strategic business partner,
an employee champion and a key change agent for
modern organizations.

The book is written in a lucid style is spread across 10
chapters to familiarize the readers with the benefits,
challenges, and limitations that are associated with
human resource management.

The book also presents the distillate of her
experiential knowledge by creating a well-balanced
fusion between theoretical and practical frameworks
associated with HR for increasing the book's
relevance from both Western and Arab perspectives.
The book gently guides the reader through the core
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functions of Human Resource management by
delving into critical areas such as strategic HRM,
recruitment & selection, training, performance
appraisal, compensation and frameworks of Job
Design. In addition the book also illuminates
important but often neglected concepts such as
emotional intelligence, change management, work
life balance and their overarching linkages with HR.

The author “Fawziya Bint Ghazi Bin Juma Al Araimi"
is a senior level executive who has served as Deputy
General Manager and General Manager in some of
the leading public and private sector establishments
in Oman. She holds an MBA from University of Wales
in UK and is actively involved in charity work with
some of the major philanthropic and social welfare
organizations in the Sultanate of Oman.

by Fawziya Al Araimi

That Village

When | turn right away from its old houses, | met with
the collapsing wall, the carved out wooden beams, the
palm tree branches falling from roofs of the houses and
even underneath. When | go there | penetrate into the
memory of those narrow lanes, which witnessed the first
and last steps of the village children. Those lanes also
witnessed the appearance of the beautiful mornings cast
on the faces of the people who enjoyed the wedding and
its ravishment as well as the miserable nights brought
upon the people who suffered grief and sorrow.

The center of the village is occupied by the remains of
a large house and miserable ruins of rooms decorated
with windows of outstanding splendor and perfection,
but their details vanished together with their owners, yet
their features remained prominent soaring with proud of
those who dwelled in them for a while and left their pains
and hopes as well as scattered papers of old books and
important notes of forgotten dates.

At the northern entrance of this village, a mud
minaret stands high as guidance to the site of the
mosque and school for teaching the Holy Quran and the
Village Council, | feel as if its people were coming back at
sunset to perform the Maghrib prayer as the entrances to
the village and its lanes were lit by lamps hung with care.
Yet, after the prayer all of them would return home safely
to meet in the house of the teacher who would provide
them with knowledge and information about the world
read from old books scripted thousand years before
they were born. They would indulge into that discipline
with very keen quest for the news of old times and the
aspirations of the previous nations.

What impresses more is the beauty and genius of the
place, which embraced the remains of this village, palm
trees wrapped around them, the waterwheels of the
running springs (aflaj) making the picture more attractive
and precise and the penetrating lights that make it more
beautiful and brighter when the moming of a new day
comes again. Hence, if it were not for the darkness that
shrouded it at night, it could have been an everlasting
portrait for those who cherish the beauty of the human
creativity.
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Fuel consumption figures for the Continental GTC V8 in mpg (I/100km): Urban 17.9 (15.8); Extra Urban 35.3 (8): Combined 25.9 (10.9).

C O, Emissions (g/km): 254. Fuel consumption figures are provisional and subject to Type Approval. The name ‘Bentley’ and the ‘B in wings
device are registered trademarks. @ 2011 Bentley Motors Limited. Model shown: Continental GTC VE,
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