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Heartfelt Greatings and affection!

We have great pleasure to meet with you again through the twenty-
sevanth Issue of (Assayel) Magazine, inhaling together the fragrance
of Nationalism blended with the smell of the glories those have been
written over more than four decades full of knowledge and hard
work. It is the anniversary of the glorified Forty-second National
Day Celebrations, the landmark and breakthrough event in the life
of every Omani, which has taken him to another life of affluence
and eminence and through which they truly felt the breezes of
civilization all over. Then another more prosperous and prestigious
Oman has emerged with tremendous pride and confidence in its
peerless sons. Therefore, all thanks and love to His Majesty the
Blessed Leader of Oman and builder of its modern renaissance. We
are committed to remain always loyal and grateful to Your Majesty
and our cherished Oman. We ask Allah to give assistance to you
and always protect you. We sincerely congratulate Your and the
proud Omani people.

Dear Readers:

The Royal Visit to Musandam Governorate during the days of Eid
al-Adha and joining the faithful citizens in their celebrations during
the holiday, added more joy and a special flavour to the north of
this beloved country. That was typical of His Majesty and shall
remain always fresh in the memory of Oman. Hence, the people of
Musandam Governorate, including cld and young men and women
whether remote or near, all have gathered to create national epic
embroidered mosaic of love and loyalty, and spread the meanings
of pride and conviction in the glorified Leader of the beloved
Oman. Thus, their days were more shining, more flourishing and
their dreams more beautiful. Congratulations to them for this high
honour. We've seen a realistic picture of high- level of cohesion and
inter-connection between the Leader and his faithful citizens whose
souls were so pleased and grateful for this kind gesture. Their
various Tableaus were outstanding and expressed the meanings of
loyalty, allegiance, praise and prayer. Those artistic presentations
were inspired from the Omani heritage and excellently produced
and shown to the outside world as illustrations of the Omanis' love
and pride the Omanis really cherish for their Beloved Leader.

The old heritage in our lives as Omanis, is an integral part of our
cultural and social fabric. The Omanis say: “He who has no past
has no present,” meaning that our past, which we inherited from our
ancestors, is an outreach of our present and future. Therefare, the
task of maintaining, cherishing and exercising it in our social and
cultural lives, is one of the main tasks that should be taken care of
and always kept in mind. Its development in harmony with the spirit
of the age in which we live Is another aspiration, instilling it the souls
of our children and grandchildren shall be highly useful and we must
look at it positively. The Omani history is an ancient heritage rich
in various aspects: humanitarian, cultural, social, economic and
architectural etc ... And what a beautiful heritage it is! This is why
civilized nations take this matter serlously and give great attention
te the process of its conservation, recerding and documentation,
development and maintenance as well as conveyance o the coming
generations. These qualities are all available in our beloved country

of Oman. Perhaps the role played by the

Ministry of Heritage & Culture is a living
from the

testimony of the authenticity of these
‘) Preparation meanings and connotations.
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Musandam wore its prettiest costume and
its joys were blended with the odors of the
beloved homeland and loyalty to the venerable
Leader, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said
who has kindly honoured Musandam Festival
(the Commitment & Loyalty) held at Seeh Al
Mahaasin in Wilayat Khassab Province of
Khasab in jubilation and celebration of the
auspicious arrival of His Majesty the Sultan
to Musandam Governorate. The event was
also attended by His Excellency Sayyid
Khalid bin Hilal bin Saud Al Busaidi, Minister
of the Diwan of Royal Court, His Excellency
Lieutenant General Suitan bin Mohammed Al
MNomani, Minister Royal Office, His Excellency
Sayyid Hamoud bin Faisal Al Busaidi, Minister
of Interior Affairs, His Excellency MNasr bin
Hamoud al Kindy, Secretary General of Royal
Court Affairs, His Excellency Abdul Aziz
bin Mohammed Al Rowas, Advisor of His
Majesty the Sultan for Cultural Affairs and His
Excellency Sayyid Khalifa bin Al Mardas Al
Busaidi, Governor of Musandam.

The Festival was also attended by a number of
the Honorable Members of the State Council,
Their Excellencies Members of Al Shura Council
representatives of the (Wilayaat) Provinces of
Musandam, Their Honors the Judges, Their
Excellencies the (Walis), Sheikhs., Wise &
ElderlyPeople and a number of Civilian & Military
Officials from the military and a gathering of
citizens.,

The Festival wasorganized to celebrate the

auspicious arrival of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said, whereas Musandam Governorate lived
its brightest and most beautiful moments attired
with joy and happiness to receive the builder of
Oman’'s Renaissance of Oman and explorer of
its energies, showing gratefulness and renewal
of commitment and loyalty to the glorified Leader
of the Sultanate through this national epic where
it has confirmed its loyalty and commitment to
His Majesty the Sultan. Thus, this epic has been
named "Musandam, the Testament and Loyalty”.

In addition to the role of the Omani citizen in
building the civilization, the Festival highlighted
the interest of the Sultanate's Government with
regard to heritage in its various forms and the
efforts made to preserve it, dealing in particular
with the different aspects of the Omani Heritage
which very rich with refined achievements that had
been accomplished by our ancestors.

Through its seven paintings, the Festival invited
to absorb, develop and employ heritage in our
modern life and also urged young people to take
care of the inherited qualities and occupations of
the parents, adhere and engage in them as well as
highlight some of the social and cultural aspects of
the Omani Heritage and show their significance,
objectives and positive impact on the Omani
society. Moreover, the Festival presented arts in
a stylish modern way, derived from the heritage
of Musandam Governorate to express loyalty and
gratitude to the Leader of Oman's Renaissance
and its triumphant Progression, His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said, may Allah protect him.

The Festival's paintings (Tableaus) were presented
by about 3500 citizens of various Provinces of
Musandam Governorate which are Khasab,
Bukha, Madha and Dibba in addition to a group
of school students in the Governorate. The first
presentation began immediately when His Majesty
the Sultan had arrived at the Festival Square
(Seeh al Mahaasin) exemplified by the Audience
Tableau as a group of men entered chanting
poems and words of welcome to His Majesty. Then
followed the second presentation of Al Taghrud
Art when the participants expressed the joy that
had overwhelmed the (Wilayaat) Provinces and
Citizens of Musandam Governorate during this
blessed Royal Audience.

Then another group of men presented Al Razfa Art
with songs confirming their covenant and loyalty to
their great Leader and their sacrifice with lives for
their dear homeland. Then a third group presented
Al Hamasiyat Art depicting zeal and devotion whilst
welcoming His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Thereafter came Al Rawah Art which is one of
the traditional arts in Musandam Governorate,
especially for the Bedouins. This type of singing
is characterized by certain vocals changing
according to the period of time during which it is
performed in the morning, noon, afternoon and
evening. The first one is Al Sairhi or Al Sarih in
the early morning, the second is Al Sadir or Al
Sadri in the forenoon, the third one is Al Rawaah in
the afternoon and finally Al Siriya or Al Sari in the
evening and normally performed at the weddings,
during MNational Holidays and wvarious Official
Occasions.

Then Al Nudba Tableau was presented. This
represent a certain type of ceremonial cheers
used in welcoming the arrival of the guest also to
celebrate happy occasions following the meals
offered for any occasion. This kind of cheering is
actually a call for enthusiasm, incitement of zeal
and expression of joy, euphoria and jubilation as
well as a shout thanks and gratitude.

The seventh and final Tableau gathered all teams
participating in the Festival and presented in
addition to participating teams, a group of children
dances expressing their love of the Leader of the
Country, His Majesty the Sultan may Allah protect
him. It came as an expression of the glories written
by His Majesty on all regions of the Sultanate
while administrating Oman’'s comprehensive
Renaissance which first priority was the prosperity
and advancement of the Omani Citizens carrying
out development projects all over the country.

At the end of the Festival, His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said, may Allah protect him, greeted
the masses of the citizens and then left Majesty
the Festival's Square celebration amid the calls
his citizens to Allah to protect him and give good

health, happiness and long life to him..
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Furthermore, Dr. Kristfor Rhodes of
Hive Company Hove spoke about
his first participation in the ICOMAM
Committee Conferences which are
characterized by their scientific and
positive nature. He expressed his
gratitude for all the efforts made in this
Conference and said: “The Sultanate
is the first Arab Country to host such a
conference. The Conference together
with the field tour shall continue for
three days to enable the participants
from around the world, have a close
look into different aspects of this
exceptional Sultanate. However, the
Sultanate is really worthy to represent
the Arab world, and perhaps no
other country would have been so
appropriate to hold such an event
when the issue of the “historical
weapons” is addressed. With this in
mind, | have had the privilege and
spent fifteen years as resident in the
Sultanate preceded by forty-five years
in various countries in the Arab world
and Africa.

The ceremony which included two
folk dances “ Al Razha and Al Aazi"
performed by (lzki Folklore Band),
was concluded with the opening of
the Exhibition accompanying the
Conference, where His Highness,
Their Excellencies and the public
toured the exhibition while the
supervising Military Personnel
provided full explanation of what was
in display, the content of each piece
with its history of manufacture and
use. So much so, His Highness Sayyid
Asaad expressed his pleasure with
what he had seen of the displayed old
weapons and what he had perceived
during the Conference Programme.
His Highness ascertained the interest
of the Sultanate in the wvarious

ancient legacies, including ancient
weapons stand as part of the Omani
heritage and witness to the nobility
of the Omani history. His Highness
then said: “We all are so proud of
the Omanis being so attached their

customs and traditions and call on
everyone to cherish such benevolent
inherited customs”.

The first day of the Annual Conference
of the International Organization for
Museums & Military History, included
several Research Work Papers as
follows: Paper titled “Incorporating
the use of (Matchelok) Technology in
the Weapons of Eastern Countries”
by the Researcher Hai Wilson of the
United Kingdom;

Research Paper titled "Around the
World in 24 (Matchelok };

Technical and Structural Presentation
by the Researcher Nisa Mild Waters
of the United Kingdom;

Researchtitled” Firearmsinthe Central
African Region before the European
Colonization by the Researcher Paul
Dobronfo of Belgium;

Paper on “Firearms from Oman or
existing in Oman” by Dr. Christopher
Rhodes of the United Kingdom,
Paper titled “Family of (Martini)
Weapon™ by the researcher Smith
Chrismas of the USA,;

Paper titled “Liege, Belgium ..an
important Center for the Manufacture
& Export of Weapons to the World"
by the Researcher Claude Gayer of
Belgium™;

Research Paper titled “The Special
Sword His Majesty Sultan Said -
Sultan of Muscat 1804 - 1856" by the
Researcher Robert Aljod of the United
Kingdom;

Paper titled “Group of the Omani
Conventional Weapons in Bontuarb,
Belgium” by the Researcher Alessi
Bujarts of Belgium;

Paper titled “Towards a new
Classification of the Eastern Military
Weapons & Equipment displayed at
the Museum of Wallace" by the British
Researcher David Edge .

The first day of the Conference was
then concluded with a Research Paper
titled “Old & Modern Omani Dresses

R

Agreements with regard to carrying
and displaying of related Weapons
and Equipment * prepared by Sheikh
Salem Al Maskary and presented by
Safa' Al Baluchiyah.

The second day of the Conference
included a trip to Beit Al Radidah Fort
Pitt Alrdidh, where the participants
visited an Exhibition embracing
*Collections of Exceptional Weapons
from Al Hazm Castle and Fort Barka"
and were also shown a gorgeous
display of the Royal Armories Stock
in the Show Room borrowed the
Fort. That included superb twenty-
four pieces of the rifles named “Abu
Fatilah (Fuse)."

The presentation of the Scientific
Papers also continued on the second
day and included three working
papers. The first one was on “Omani
Castles in Africa” by the Researcher
Ulrich Grossman of the Federal
Republic of Germany. The second
titted “Crumbling Castles crumbling ..
Challenges facing Oman's Attempts
in preserving the Archeological
Landmarks of the Military History
“presented by the Researcher David
Insal of the United Kingdom, The
third paper was about * Re-use of the
Defensive Landmarks in Algeria * by
the Researcher Amina Qureishi of the
Republic of Algeria.

On the third and fourth days, the
participants visited Wilayat MNakhal,
Castle of Barkah le of Jamma and
have seen and examined the largest
complex of different types of Gun
Platforms. They were also taken in
a number of tours including Sultan
Qaboos Grand Mosque, Al Zubeir
Museum of Zubayr , Muttrah Souk and
anumber of castles and forts that have
historical guns, starting with Sohar
in the North-West and ending with
Ras Al Hadd in the East. That gave
an opportunity for the participants to
familiarize with many aspects of the

fe in Oman and get a glimpse of the Sultanate's graphic
nd rich cultural heritage.

in the last day, the Conference was concluded with a
umber of scientific papers including:

‘aper “Firearms and Politics ..Results of Assaults with
irearms,” by the Researcher Laurie Haavisto of the
‘epublic of Finland;

‘aper on “Ugandan Museums & Legislation .. Need to
rotect the Architectural History of Uganda” by the Ugandan
tesearcher Moembi;

‘aper on "Arms, Culture & Peace” by Ngenzenjh Theophile
lakoulma of Burkina Faso;

‘aper titled “"Be Great or Decling” by the Researcher Dirk
tat of the Netherlands;

‘aper entitled “Mr Norn in Persia” by the Researcher Eva
ophie Arnstal of Sweden.

.0, the curtain came down on the "Annual Conference of the
iternational Organization for Museums & Military History”,
thich has been held for the first time in the Sultanate and
mbodied a number of events and scientific papers that
ealt with weapons and museums in the East and in the
ultanate and showed clearly to the congregation the
ublime existence of Oman in past and present, where the
larious history carried great achievements and remarkable
eads that have become a medal on the chest of every

imani.

£
ol . |

achievemnents and profoundly praised the its people's
good hospitality and reception throughout the days of the
Conference, extending special thanks to the University of
Nizwa which made its premises available for embracing the
Conference, provided them with an ideal environment to
present the scientific papers and backed themn with all its
potential for the success of the Conference.




-
The Annual Conference of the
International Organization for
Museums & Military History in

the Campus of Nizwa University

richness. The work of the Organization (ICOM) has steadily increasing vital importance in the Gulf region, which has
witnessed essential developments within a period of less than one generation, whereas many new cultural institutions
nave been established to project the history and arts of this region.

on the other hand, Pete De Grays - Chairman of the Conference Organizing Committee of the Conference (the
nternational Organization for Museums & Military History - ICOMAM) spoke about the main issues of the Conference
stressing on the Military Heritage of the Middle East and its relationship with the cutside world, saying: “This issue
represents the general framework within which our concern on the military culture is set, whereas the other five subsidiary
ssues focus on our specific concerns about the heritage of this region with regard to the firearms, museums, fortification,
military equipment and light weapons in Oman & the Arabian Peninsula, additional to Oman as a bridge between East
M and West. A glimpse into the agenda of the Conference shows that many lectures are related to the firearms”.

Sultanate of Oman, being a bridge between
East and West, is the first Arab Country to

His Highness Sayyid Asaad bin Tareq Al Said,
representative of His Majesty the Sultan, patronized
the opening ceremony of the Annual Conference of the
International Organization for Museums and Military
History at Nizwa University, held by the organizing ICOM
Committee for the first time in the Sultanate, being the
first Arab Country that hosts such a conference, in the
presence of a number of Their Excellencies the Walis of
Al Dakhiliyah Province and the Chairman of ICOM and
the Chairman of ICOM Committee Chairman.

On this occasion, Dr. Ahmed bin Khalfan Al Rawahi, the
Fresident of Nizwa University, gave a review the topics
to be addressed by Scientific Conference with regard to
the glorious history of Oman and said: "The papers of the
Researchers are meant to highlight valuable practical
contributions to Oman's Economy and Elevation”. He
pointed out that: "The Conference Programme includes
the Participants’ visit to some important landmarks in the

Then Dr. Martin Heinz, Chairman of the World Council of
Museums - ICOM) spoke about the International Organization
and its 150 members from all over the world. He represents
one of the ICOM Committees which is growing very rapidly

Sultanate. During such field visits, they will discover that
this country, as much as cherishing sustaining its glorious
past, it is also keen to benefit from the amazing scientific
and technological development, and harness it all to build
the elements of the modern state. He also said: “The
deliberations of this combination of Researchers and those
interested in the Military History and the Omani contribution
in the design of light and conventional weapons, will add an
important dimension to part of Oman’s history of Oman and
its positive contribution to human civilization”.

and which membership increased by 13.4 per cent last year. |

This unique Committee is concerned with the Military Histary
and Heritage in a double approach. Dr. Heinz also spoke
about the importance of this Conference and its content of the
military heritage in Oman and the Middle East as well as its
relationship with the outside world, saying: “This Conference
allows us through the sub — themes being selected, to focus
on the Military History, Culture and Museums of Oman
and the region, as these issues are characterized by great
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Joy and celebration to honor Commissioner and
submitted auspicious for builder renaissance Oman His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may God protect him
- patronized by HE Sayyed. Khalid bin Hilal bin Saud
Al Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of Royal Court festival
heritage popular mandate Dibba presence Excellencies
governors and honorable members of the State Council,
Excellencies Shura Council members, military leaders,
elders and Arashda elders and the people of Musandam
The festival was held with the participation of the people
of the state in the village of craftsmanship to the men and
women of the state and Omani Women's Association
and three paintings painted heritage sons mandate
Dibba and embodied the ancient Omani heritage.

Craft village

The Commission established the organization village
verbatim on the sidelines of the festival included
handicrafts Ksaviac all kinds, and industry Tally and
center used women industry suit and special Maaris and
leads that are placed on women's clothing and there
another corner to view the medicines extracted from
trees and herbs and ancther corner of the industry Jeroz
that are unigue to Musandam and no village another
corner of the shipbuilding industry of various kinds and a
review of the way in which they are the bread oven and
industry which is famous Bedouin villages and boasts
sizeable size and mix some women dates until dough
gives bright colors and a last taste.

Marine paintings

They also reviewed wooden ships traditional, and
participated in this painting marine 60 vessels traditional
wood adorned with flags Sultanate various sizes and
pictures of His Majesty boards bearing the words loyalty
and gratitude and started from the port of Duba and
down the platform’s main lineup triple and on her back
nearly 1800 participants from men, women and children
chanting expressions of love and loyalty to His Majesty
and to celebrate the arrival of His Majesty the King to
land Musandam These ships round the flag of the
Sultanate installer sea.

Rowing
Also started from the port of Duba and 1.5 km 4 ships
rowing rowing 44 participants review panel carrying

Fe sflags Oman and pictures of His Majesty creative panel

Folk heritage festival in the state of Dibba

TE— e W e e S T W

integrated with the waves of the sea, expressing their
loyalty to His Majesty - may God protect him.

Panel loyalty

Was formed panel displays the sea off the main platform
for the sponsor of the event on behalf of His Majesty
Sultan (Qaboos) length of 800 meters was formed at
700 science small in size and show this painting love
the people’'s mandate Dibba and loyalty to Maulana His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may God protect him.

Paragliding

Also participated three planes carrying the Sultanate and
the media images of His Majesty in the review of air in
front of the main stage to sponsor the celebration review
has also been provided with smoke in three colors, a
red, white and green board creative rare.

Traditional Arts

Provided panel exhibition in front of the main square to
attend arts Wahhabism and Allkie {Dakhla) art Alruah
and spirited and scar participate in this paintings nearly
1000 participants providers verses of poetry in love with
the Sultan and introduction auspicious for Musandam
heeded the call of loyalty and redemption of the Sultan
and the nation.

Poems

Launched throats sons mandate of Dibba in this
celebration cheerful warmest and most wonderful words
including Tknh feelings for builder said Oman and its
modern renaissance, expressing their loyalty to the
Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may God protect him - happy
Bchrifa to Musandam chanting the name Majesty that
keeps it has participated in this painting poets Joseph
bin Abdul Cader Al Kamali, Abdullah bin Ali Al-Shehhi
and Saeed Bin Mohammed Al Shehhi.
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His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
and the people of Oman on the glorious

occasion of the 42™ National day o e
Avuligs
adagll Jae4yillg Ll Gibgll atell
ol 2y O Lid i
Alllall Lioko dpdal olull pligll

ale g alll atras
il ilgell il g
walSypillg ilaill eyl ol
wle dphell Avwligl ada ate i Jag je alll (ulil
dale.ullg Axnll jgago Alllls
Aiblullg sl3yllg padill Jo ajod iloell el leg
23g.ullg aagll Jla 4 Jayi

!i._-f‘&.h

CRNo 1042928 1042928 Ib=a oo FREEZONE
X : Larsan & Toubro Hoavy Engnesning LLC e Al il easaigdl Slelicall g pigdy Caiw Y I_-._m-_SDHE-R
al ol dswa L gld 3 ol J1 (A bt venture with The Zubaé Corparation, Oman) lihas . sia 0l S ma 2 yltin F g putan) PORT OF SOHAR J

P.O. Box: 261, Postal Code: 125, V. Liwa, SUIanato of OMan  ulec Adlabus - col As¥e « 325 sausal! Saslh 2810 a
LA&T Heavy Engineering ... » Sohar indusbial Port Company (SIPC). Shat la e clica . eliall fan slie 45,21 39 @b dsall , Laal

Tol: +568-26762 350 Fa+ 36820762385, www Lnthed.com +ATAPIVITT A itld - (A} FAVIT A o iala



piane dadloe Jlaly dole diay Jlowll wamilly - oleyg alll
(Saahl M B! el puill 15955 )l dols dian
dslill 0dgs el A¥g Jlal byl dod o didlma 25T a3y
Laby demle paidn eailids poms 1558 O Y] o all
Flie Juae be n LS ppiay G eails el e
Lsylows Wl Wlsgmn LY (2] e 3820 U Olbymtly Yol
e pulass b JWlg (DYl Cilise § Ohzis oo Laylssly
Bpll 818 WA Hlially KA1 G aumnl) aldu L¥gr JlizaV

- oleyg alll aide - elaml GUal Ji & 3,alal)

ddoc) dlase cliily (dbBdlebl doSll Silasladly g Al
o a4 dlall ast Aame oLi3| IS @Vgll sldl
w0, jlell

jeliinll Gas
=il e JT dama (g oo 9 i el B3lmw mo cld) 39
dulie ailel Folog dislae galls 5o el 5allall Lilws
A JBy pates dbdlanl eludl By i3lls GiLb] Yl A
ol pliall Sy ally Gl OLT awl gyl 7 rabiao dilay
abhds - phall dww 3 e Olhlul Dl colo 3pasd

-

el ALy ; #

- it JWia bl £ 3 GUil pijg

puill llanl adiee dbdlne LYy (e lapaS zlaVly 73l zlOe ey 4Y¥s Sy
pdl Cum -oleyy Al dbis - elimll dme 2 weB Jlhlul Vol cole Bpasd el
Jlme cpazy AdSII i3y Shmwadl dad O dger dedl Jlme Lley Cod md Jli
Gl fudll Balawg oldl 3)lges AusaliYl SLALY 5335 sl desw 1 dlae oy deo
Bibw olll e JT pes (i guddl Solaeg wliu Jls grenbl o G allas o
JTosesl o dllas gl Bolaws oaddl Wle JT ably o0 Glale fuldl pSAls Byallal
Ogiblsbly OleVlg elud iy Foullly qgysddl pulze § el &Yy Jiee olll e
oz lgaa¥) DLAAN oumy JIgia) aaddl LI iy Jdodl ey Jhdizel JUso Yl Ty Sus
ol pad LS AVl b s A dasmddl sl e degeme @i @ cu
il Bladll e degese eldl] 3 dudb Lokl Wlllbg LYs!1 uslie
el pl LS Al Olegll e degema dvlpond| Wilgnll did Cuods lyas
Ol o daual] (el IS Lojyme b gl cldu Gas o1 dgou Jaol
bl go S bl dudl Olels Hog Whow degiall &gadl ddl
Ol JaY plilg dually doadll L3131 O¥gaill 35 j3all 3o degame
i) odg Vil & ol yladlly dudlpail

6 jaiwo & puuo
il 58 Aol * 1ad JB Loz J31 gramll dUlie 31 Ciaw el Jlg gl Bolaw
Sles GU J] OlzeVls eVglly Sl S Glae JSy padil sl LY5 Jol zwez oe Loy
dzilll e - oleyg dll dlais - phall ke (3 egsl Slaked] DYadl ol §pae LYge Esuadl
Olelad B § sk api5 eliu DY ol " :slaw BLlaly 7 pais AiSl=l a3yl dg S
LS Lo duiss ,;s A Dgastll g yLil) S (e ldg Braiins daaidll s O] Eus iisaiill
Jl @3La] (aSlgdlly jlasl) Fow =Liils dgibls Adsll Gl Cisys duSil Olisgll ’
Jliioly elasd dibie § dw LAl desldll dlopll § lolds Jadl) m Ll (e wyasll
dJU) Slsleze¥l jjmig duifiw Bdorg e clig (JolSGe Wis Alius paadll slbu Al

e '

S Lo o g st



L8 ' 1P A T T AR U TR L Al i
330 e e COI A BACR el 7 2 8 T
BT ¥ Il o T i ¢ i1 Ll
A =L I i L5, 7 i St 55 b WA AT e F R
T2 e e 2 piangly B S g s R Ty, B (e
- i . Pl AR o I o S Z e e S
PR :
- W - =
R \
i IRk 4
e A A
A el BN
W, gt "' R
ot T
b RN e
s T X
| 1‘."-‘.'1 " II._ g
LR £ e T LA
s e U TR
e s L.d' ..‘_‘ 1 I.
K _.:“"' ¥ -Iri
{,:“i. Ii".."l
{ S S
b4 _j_;'.",r'
ST
S S L

doriac lool Ugisy cloh =l 6aldll
LVgod Claypillg alail Ul pouwl &6
) AMAJl ualn 6 pan
o =oll A (u ywgils YUaluull
Qwlio) iVl pile=ll Lisiiillg "ole g alll AlagA'
A1l gyl il pdbagll au=ll

Wialds puta=ll Ujlliclg $adell (gl Aild) Liellg 25840 3] jlawn ELiy Vb U
elaiily 6puiioll Qi @1§)9 $ad ule puwll Jnlgi Liils doaloll Goraall
0a6)g rilo=ll i)l oea oo adl) Jjgay Ellinnlig dijlgio ualnisl Cilwliuw
JLdajilg Padil Jo jos =il oull Lausiig Ulee Goasl uspall o joll

The Minister of Interior presides over the
traditional art ceremony marking the Royal visit
of His Majesty to the Wilaya of Bukha

The Wilaya of Bukha marked the Royal Visit of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos to the Wilaya of Bukha
by orgnaising a traditional art ceremony. His
Excellency Sayyed Hamood bin Faisal Al Bousaidi,
Minister of Interior presided over the Ceremony.
It was attended by His Excellency Ahmed bin
Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Shuhi, Minister of
Regional Municipalities and Water Resources, His
Excellency Sheikh Saif bin Abdullah Al Mamary,
Wali of Bukha, His Excellency Sheikh Saif bin
Hemiar Al Malik Al Shuhi, Governor of Al Dhahira,
Honourable Sheikh Sultan bin Rashid Al Malik Al
Shuhi, H.E. Sheikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Malik
Al Shuhi, Representatives of the Wilay of Bukha
in Shura Council, Sheikhs and residents of the
Wilaya.. The ceremony was started by welcoming
the chief guest with Al Lugia ( a traditional art).
Some traditional arts famous in the Wilaya were
also performed. Then, a number of male and female
students performed student shows followed by
delivering some poems. Later, Awaed Al Hamasiya
troupe presented a number of shows and the chief
guest toured around Bukha Fort. A traditional
exhibition was organized included numerous
locally handicraft products made of domestic raw
materials. It also comprised a group of photos of
silver and gold artifacts. Also the residents of the
Wilaya performed a procession by maritime boats
celebrating the event.

A Continuous march

H.E. the Wali of Bukha expressed his gratitude to
the builder of the modern Renaissance of Oman to
visit the Governorate of Musandam. He added that
Wilaya of Musandam has witnessed development
in all sectors and development march is continuing
through developmental projects being implemented
such as the construction of housing units, lighting of
roads, asphalting internal roads, establishing vegetable
market in addition to others projects. He said that there
are projects to be implemented such as, constructimng
of 30 housing units and dams in Ghamda area and
replacing of the old Hospital of Bukha to a new integrated
one, reinforcing financial allocations for housing loans
and assistances of the Governorate, establishing water
desalination station in the wilayas as well as electricity
power generation working by gas.

Sincere feelings

His Excellency Sheikh Saif bin Hemiar bin Mohammed
Al Malik Al Shuhi, Governor of Al Dhahira expressed
his sincere greetings and best wishes to His Majesty the
Sultan , the Omani people in general and the citizens
of the Governorate of Musandam on the occasion of
Eid Al-Adha and the Royal visit to the Governorate of
Musandam. He stressed that the residents of Musandam
took part in a national epic expressing their loyalty to
His Majesty the Sultan for the continuous achievements
in all fields being witnessed by the Governorate.
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Celebrating the Royal visit of His Majesty, Loyalty and
gratitude processions are organized by citizens

3

A celebration by the Willaya of Madha was held under
the auspices of His Excellency Sheikh Nasr bin Hamoud
Al-Kindi, the Secretary General of Royal Court Affairs
rejoicing the Royal visit of the Builder of Oman, His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said to the Governorate
of Musandam. The Citizens of the Willaya organized a
wonderful festival which was also attended by HE the wali
of Madha, HE Member of Shura Council of the willaya,
sheikhs, dignitaries and citizens of the willaya. The
festival was held with the participation of all the people of
the willaya who expressed their happiness by performing
traditional arts. The festival started with a procession to
the Wali office (the site of the festival) by the citizens of
the willaya carrying the Sultanate’ flags, pictures of His
Majesty, and placards expressing loyalty and gratitude
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Heritage Village

A heritage village was held on the sidelines of the
ceremony by Women's Association that included many
exhibits such as pottery products and date palm tree
leaflets works and famous popular dishes of the willaya
of Madha. Some women also performed a wedding
traditional art expressing the joy for the Royal visit of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos to the Governorate of Musandam.

Traditional Arts

Many citizens of the willaya took part in performing
traditional arts and delivering poems praising His Majesty
the Sultan, and expressing affection and allegiance to him
for his Royal visit. Among the traditional arts displayed
in the event were Al-Lagiya, Al-Taghrood, Al-Razfah, and
Al-Azi.

Willayat

- Madha
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The willaya of Sur hosted the 2™ Traditional Arts
Festival, which was organized by the Ministry of
Heritage and Culture for the second consecutive year
under the auspices of His Excellency Sayyid Saud
bin Hilal bin Hamad Al Busaidi, Minister of State and
Governor of Muscat, with the presence of a number
of their Excellences and a host of Omani traditional
arts’ lovers from the Governorate of South Shargiah
and other governorates in the Sultanate.

Sayyid Said bin Sultan Al Busaidi Director of Traditional
Arts at the ministry delivered a speech in which he
said that the Omani cultural component is rich with its
musical heritage. Hence the Ministry of Heritage and
Culture spares no effort to create the environment in
which this generation practices the Omani cultural
heritage. He added that this festival in the willaya of
Sur came to highlight artistic richness of this willaya
and to meet the aspirations for the continuity of
intellectual creativity of the Omani people. He also
expressed the ministry’s keenness on the diversity
of arts presented in this festival as it selected Al-
Barah, Al-Aiyalah, and Al-Maiydan traditional aris, to
be highlighted coinciding with cultural achievements
of these arts on the local and international levels.
The art of Al-Barah was registered on the UNESCO
list of Intangible heritage of Humanity and as part of
efforts made by the ministry at the international level
to register Omani arts, Al-Aiyalah is also candidate
this year for inclusion in list along with Al-Taghrood
and Al-Azi.

Then, a documentary film about the festival, its stages
and primary qualifying contests in a number of the
Sultanate’s governorates was presented. After that
the competition started in the three traditional arts «
Al-Ajyalah * and "Al-Maiydan” and “Al-Barah”. Sukoor
Al-Khabourah traditional arts troupe performed the
art of Al-Aiyalah. Then Al-Agial troupe performed Al-
Maiydan art that reflected the components of Omani
environment through the beauty of its words and
rhythms. In Al-Barah art contest, Al-Majd traditional
arls troupe performed this beautiful art which was
practiced in the Governorate of Dhofar and then
spread to other coastal cities in the Governorate
of South Shargiyah such as Sur, Ga'lan, and Al-
Ashkarah likely due to maritime connection between
the cities of this governorate and the governorate of
Dhofar’s cities (Salalah, Mirbat, and Taga).

After three consecutive days of competition, the
results of the festival came as follows, in the art of
Al-Aiyalah Sukoor Al-Khabourah troupe won the first
place, while Qasbiyat Al-Barik came second. Al-Selif
troupe achieved the third place. Al-Agial traditional
art troupe won Al-Maiydan art contest while Al-Ikhtiar
troupe came second place, and Al-Taiybah troupe
achieved the third place. In the art of Al-Barah, Al-
Majd traditional troupe won the first place while
Shabab Al-Ashkarah came second and Al-Mithaliyah
troupe achieved the third place,

This came in the final artistic evening which was held

\C__Dunder the auspices of His Excellency Ahmed bin
(r)
\k&

Abdullah Al-Shehhi Minister of Regional Municipalities
and Water Resources, at the presence of a large number
of Omani traditional arts” fans

At the beginning of the ceremony, Rashid bin Musalam
al-Hashemi member of the arbitration committee and
representative of the Ministry of Heritage and Culture gave
the speech of the committee in which he expressed the
thanks of the committee to the organizers of the festival
for their care and attention commending the efforts which
contributed to the success of this great artistic event.

He also said that the committee came up with a number
of recommendations namely the need to work on
establishing a national traditional arts troupe with Omani
cadres capable of exercising and performing all traditional
arts, and the possibility of providing material support to
traditional arts troupes to meet their needs of personnel,
various tools and musical instruments. The committee
also urged these troupes to perform Omani arts in all social
and national events and occasions and, all media means
in the Sultanate to shed light on the Omani traditional aris
in all governorates.

Then maritime arts were displayed by traditional arts
troupes in Sur, which attracted the attention of the
audience for their great performance and the richness of
the presented arts.

Then a number of artists were honored namely Eid bin
Hareb Al-meshefri as being one of the most renowned
personalities concerned with the traditional arts sector in
the Sultanate, and the artist Awad bin Ashour bin Jamaan
Al-Quraiti known as Awad Al-Qu:aiti who started his
singing career since childhood starting with performing Al-
Madar art in weddings during the fifties and then joining
the Second Royal Troupe of the Diwan of Royal Court.
Then the names of the winning teams were announced.
The chief guest honored the teams and distributed
certificates of appreciation to the sponsors and participants

in the success of this festival.

It is noteworthy that the arbitration committee this
year consisted of Rashid bin Muslim al-Hashemi
representative of the Ministry of Heritage and Culture,
in addition to members of Al-Maiydan art committee
comprising Mubarak bin Muslim A-Salti, Ibrahim bin
Salem Al Mantheri, and Hamad bin Salim al-Yacoubi.
Al-Aiyalah art committee consisted of Khamis bin Juma
Al-maueti, Rashid bin Saeed Al Shamsi, and Rashid Bin
Juma AL-Azani. The members of committee of Al-|Barah
art consisted of Saad bin Rajab Al-Mughni, Ahmed bin
Salim Al-Abri, and Mounir Bin Farhan Bait Kulaib. Nine
traditional art troupes took part in this festival in the Aris
of «Al-Aiyalah, Al-Maiydan and Al-Baraha».

It is noteworthy that the establishment of traditional
arts troupes festival stemmed from wise vision of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos and the ministry undertook the
implementation of these directives through aims and
strategies that take into account various aspects. The
ministry was keen to display various traditional arts in the
festival to embody the richness of the Sultanate” s artistic
legacy. The first festival was held in 2010 in Muscat with
the arts of Al-Razha and Al-Azi.
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The Minister of Education marks the Omani women

Day and opens Oman Women's Association in Khasab

w““"'“"“-".‘-‘l’.-l]

FELL T ,-f-'-l!,..h.,.‘.,q

Her Excellency Doctor Madiha bint Ahmed Al Shibaniya , Minister of Education, presided over
the launching ceremony of the new building of Omani Women’'s Association in the Governorate
of Musandam. The chef guest launched IT and families services centers besides a number of
various events. A group of children presented an operetta. After that, a Heritage Village was
opened that included numerous activities and displayed various handicraft industries famous in
Musandam in general and in the Wilaya of Khasab in particular. Attendees toured all parts of the
heritage village and got acquainted with all its sections.

Her Excellency the chief guest said that : women’s associations have played an important role since
the start of the blessed Renaissance in supporting development plans of the country through enhancing
woman position in social and cultural aspects by training them in some handicrafts industries and finding
job opportunities. She pointed out that the new building of Omani Women's Association in Khasab with
its various facilities will contribute in implementing various training activities that will serve the society
in the Wilaya. IT centers at the society will play a great role in developing skills of women in various
technical aspects and opens knowledge horizons for them.

Meanwhile, His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Said Al Kalbani, Minister of Social development said
that the construction of buildings for women associations in various Governorates of the Sultanate will
be a gqualitative step for voluntary work at the level of Sultanate. He commended the activities carried out
by Omani women in this Governorate in the festival. He concluded his statement by wishing the Omani
women all the best in serving the country.

Doubling efforts

From her side, the honorable Shaikha Safia bint Hamdan Al Malik Al Shuhiya, Chairman of Omani
Women’s Assciation in the Wilaya of Khasab stressed that inauguration of the new building is considered
a historical day for the Ormani women thanking His Majesty for his Royal orders to build the association
in the Wilaya. She also said from now and on efforts will be doubled in the Association as to serve
women in particular and the society in general in social, cultural and human aspects. She thanked the
Ministry of Social Development for its contribution in enriching voluntary work.

A corner for the child

She added that the new building includes a corner for the child as it occupies a great position in the
Association activities and it comprises five school classes. Around 100 to 120 children are studying in
the association as part of pre- school education.
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Ali bin Saleh Al Hashar director of commercial
affairs of the company. Then, HE the chief guest
opened the accompanying exhibition, which
included a number of carpet works made by
the graduates during the period of training that
reflected their skills and the level they reached
in this craft.

HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Said Al Kalbani the
minister of Social development and the chief
guest of the graduation ceremony pointed out
that the graduation of a number trainees from the

willayas of Mazyona, Makshan, Shaleem and
the Niyabah of Al-Shwemiah is a big shift in the
life of the trainees that will contribute positively
to raising their incomes and accordingly improve
their standard of Living. He added that this
programe was initiated by Oman LNG thanking
them for cooperation and looking forward to
strengthening cooperation among the public
and private sectors

From his part, Sheikh Ali bin Saleh Al Hashar
Director of Commercial Affairs at Oman LNG

said that the company would continue to support
such programs, which contribute to serving the
community. He added that they had funded
a similar program during the past years in the
governorate of North Shargiah that benefited a
group of girls. He urged all parties to support
these trainees in the marketing process of their
works and developing this craft. He thanked the
Ministry of Social Development, the Institute,
frainers, trainees, their Excellencies governors
and their deputies and Shura council members in
the participating willayas for their exerted efforts.
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The Graduation of 50 tfrainees in hand-made carpet
weayving in the Governorate of Dhofar

Funded by
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Funded by Oman Liquefied MNatural Gas company
(Oman LNG), a ceremony was held at heritage
Auditorium in the willaya of Salalah for the graduation
of 50 trainees in hand-made carpet weaving in the
willayas of Mazyona, Makshan, Shaleem and the
Niyabah of Al-Shwemiah . It was presided over by His
Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Said Al Kalbani
Minister of Social Development at the presence
of number of their excellences, the governors of
governorate, Shura Council members, honorable
members of the State Council, vice-governors, and
officials at government units. These female trainees
were trained for six months by the Marg Al-Zuhoor
training Institute. This is the first program of its kind
in the governorate, and the second in the Sultanate
after its implementation in the governorate of North
Shargia. The graduation ceremaony began with playing
the Royal Anthem, and followed by reciting verses
from the Holy Quran. Then Abdullah bin Suleiman
Al-Sabae the director General of social development
delivered a speech in which said that the ministry was
exerting efforts to develop the society, enable families
to undertake their role in the best way, increase their
incomes and contribute actively in the development
process. He added that the Directorate General
for Social Development and within its functions
coordinated with the private sector to finance some
training programs which resulted in an agreement
between the Directorate and Oman LNG to finance
hand-made carpet weaving training programme in

some willayats of the governorate of Dhofar with an
amount of 72 thousand Omani Rials.

Then, Khalid bin Abdullah Bahagag Director of Marg
Al-Zuhoor training institute also gave a speech in which
he said thats today's celebration is a reflection of
exerted efforts by the Ministry of Social Development
in training and qualifying citizens to enter the labor
market in order to contribute to support and increase
the income of the Omani families, and raise the rate
of Omanization.

After that, the graduate Maha bint Said Al-Bathariyah
gave a speech on the behalf of the graduates in
which she said that this program is the basis for a
later stage based on the application of what has been
learnt adding that they are looking forward to another
advanced program on the production and marketing.

The poet Salah Bin Saeed Shahjanaan recited a poem
on the love of the dear country and its the builder His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos.

A presentation was also shown on the training
program. Then, the chief guest honored the graduates
and presented gifts to the contributors and supporters.
He also honored Their Excellencies the governors
and their deputies in the participating willays. Marg Al-
Zuhoor training institute gave commemorative gifts to
the chief guest and Oman LNG received by Sheikh
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The National
Records & Archives
Authority opens the

3 records exhibition

The National Records and Archives Authority
celebrated the opening of the 3 exhibition records
and honoring the third batch of citizens who
registered their private records at the Authority.
The ceremony was held under the auspice of His
Excellency Sheikh Al-Fadl bin Mohammed Al-Harthy
Secretary General of the Council of Ministers.
It also comes to coincide with the Sultanate's
celebrations of glorious 42" National Day. It also
aimed to highlight the cultural and historical role
of the Sultanate. [t lasted for seven days from the
10" to 16" of November 2012 at Oman International
Exhibition Centre.

Accompanying events

A documentary talking about the previous exhibitions
organized by the Authority was displayed, followed by
a poetic part by performing Al-Maydan traditional art.
At the end of the ceremony, the chief guest honored
the citizens who registered their private records at the
Authority in addition to the exhibition’s sponsors and
media means who have contributed in covering this
event. Then, he opened the exhibition and toured all
its divisions.

Bahla Fort Design

This exhibition came in continuation of the success
of the previous events. However, it is the biggest in
term of size of the area and the variety of sections. It
is designed to embody Bahla Fort in terms of exterior
and internal divisions of the castle such as towers
and rooms, the mosque, and internal windows. The
architectural features of Bahla fort are distinctive
which qualified it to be enlisted on the World Heritage
list adopted by UNESCO. It was also approved by
the same organization to be a cultural reserve in the
Sultanate of Oman on 29\ 12 \ 1987.

The exhibition’s Sections

The exhibition is divided into a number of different
sections presenting more than 1000 records, historical
photographs, maps, stamps, and ancient coins.

that explains the international relations between
the Sultanate and the rest of the world, another for
“records possessed by citizens” and a third one for
old maps that describes the cities, villages, and ports
visited by the Omani vessels showing the maritime
routes linking Oman, the Indian Ocean, East Africa, the
Arabian Peninsula and parts of Asia and the volume
of trade exchange between Oman and the countries
of the world. A section was also allocated for records
of assets which included correspondence, sale and
purchase contracts, International agreements and
treaties, wills, some orders, congratulation letters
and others. There were also sections for currencies,
stamps, scripts, records management system in
government units, works of the authority and ways to
protect and restore records and manuscripts
Accompanying seminar

On the sideline of the exhibition, a scientific seminar
was organized in the second day under the theme
written and narrated memaories of the history of nations
under the auspices of His Excellency Saud bin Salim
Al Balushi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education
for Educational Planning and Human Resources
Development. It included a number of work papers on
the topic discussed in two sessions.
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ALPHA HORSE FEEDS
made in Oman by
OMAN FLOUR MILLS

4JLPHA

Excellence in Health & Performance

On 7 November 2ﬂ12 Dman Flour Mills Co SAUG
one of the largest mills in the Gulf region, launched a
new range of horse feeds called Alpha Horse Feeds as
part of the expansion and further development of its
animal feed component.

The launch took place at the Grand Hyatt Hotel under the
patronage of HE Dr Fuad bin Ja'afar bin Mohammed Al
Sajwani, the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Alpha Horse Feeds is a range of four types of highly
finished feeds developed in conjunction with Oman Flour
Mills' commercial partner, UK-based Frank Wright Trouw
Nutrition International, part of the global animal nutrition
group, MNutreco, turning over sewveral billion dollars of
sales annually. Oman Flour Mills also relied on the
expertise of internationally renowned equine nutritionists
at Independent Equine Nutrition, also based in the UK.

Alpha Horse Feeds is specially designed for horses living
in conditions in which they require special digestive and
nutritional considerations.

The feeds will be distributed in Oman and exported in the
wider Middle East.

Oman Flour Mills' initiative in equine nutrition is part of
its larger drive to develop sustainable high quality animal
feed solutions for the region.

The global animal feed market is a multi-billion dollar
industry, and meeting the needs for Oman and the Gulf
market generally is an important priority for Oman Flour

> Mills.

Dman Flcmr MIIIS deve!opment of its strategu; pannershrps

with global leaders in this feed sector is part of its overall
mission to become a regional centre of nutritional
excellence for animal feeds.

Such excellence also requires a special quality assurance
programme.

Oman Flour Mills' chief executive officer, Mr Ali Habaj
explains that quality issues are continuously addressed
and Oman Flour Mills' response to such issues has been
the development and implementation of its comprehensive
quality programme called the Q-Screen Process.

Habaj explains, "We follow extremely strict procedures
for ingredient selection, laboratory testing, manufacturing,
storage and distribution.
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Chaired the meeting of the first Board of Directors Police federation

rooted in our souls since childhood because of the
proximity of their yards to our houses. We used
to wonder, day and night, about the magnificence
of these intelligent and beautiful creatures. Our
relationship with the pure camels "Assayel” started
from an early age. As we were not able to ride the
camels by ourselves, we were carried as doubles
until that became natural and yet an important part
of our daily lives. Such relationship has developed
by travelling across our beloved country for the
aforesaid reasons. However, the functions of our
selected Pure Camels "Asayel” are known and
specific and can not be exceeded.

The most important names of this magnificent
creature are mentioned in the Holy Quran and
include: Camels, Al Ais, Al Nooq, Al Baeer, Al Jimal,
Al Zalayil, Al Mataya, Al Boash, Al Zamul, Al Hijin
and the best type is called Al Assayel.

Omani Female Camel

Sheikh Al Ma'amari says:"In my opinion, there is no
equal to the Omani Female Camel in the world in
terms of beauty and | do not think there is anyone
who coddies his female camel more than the Omani.
He rears known breeds of these camels, takes pride
in them and gives them adorable names such as:
AL Samhat, Al Arjat, Al Farhat, Al Museehat, Banat
Al Bahri, Banat Khamisa, Al Hadrah, Kharbeesh,
Banat Al Reeh, Banat Al Khawawir, BanatDabiyah,
Banat Soghan and other names.

Generally speaking, camel is one of Allah's
blessings to mankind. It is the ship of the desert and
ideal for travelling and carrying goods and luggage.
There was no any equal means of transportation in
the past. However, the Pure Camels “"Asayel” are
not for conveying goods but for carrying men and

families in times of weddings and other events such
as Al Ardah Dance. Yet, some of them are kept as
precious showpieces attached with the family and
heritage. Yet, there are those who trade in these
animals, buying and selling, to make large amounts
of money on which many families depend upon.
Furthermore, the camel's milk and meat are both
halal and very healthy. The camel is also used for
riding only and so it is more distinguished from the
rest of the other animals.

It goes without saying with regard to the intelligence
and patience of the camel. It gives without limits to
those who treat it with difference. It grieves a lot to
the extent of dying, if it loses its owner. Hence, There
are many stories and tales about the devotion of
the pure species “Al Asayel”. For example, one my
father's camels escaped from the State of Qatar
to Hilat Al Burj village in WilayatSaham across
the deserts and wasteland during that period of
time.Then the pecple of thatvillage celebrated its
return. When my father wanted to recover, its new
owner refused to sell it back. | learned from oneAl
Saadelder that one Pure Omani Camelalso fled
from the State of Qatar. Therefore, one wonder and
ponder on this animal's intelligence and devotion.
On the other hand, we must not forget the camel's
hatred when insulted and tortured unjustly. That
may drive the camel to killthat person”,

Sheikh Mohammed continues, “We have to instill
in the hearts of our children and grandchildren the
love of heritage and engrave in their souls, the love
of horses and camels that we have inheritedfrom
our fathers and grandfathers”, He then added: “We
possess some types of the Pure Camels "Asayel”
and Arabian Horses which we take care of and
preserve inside their yards™ .

Relationship with Horses

Shaikh Muhammad Ma'amari says: * My family has
an ancient relationship and intimate relationshipwith
horses. Inthe past, there was horse field in the village of
Hibiin WilayatSohar as well as other fields in the village
of Al Alaihaban in WadiBeni Omer, Those fields were
used by our grandfather Salim bin MarhoonMa'amari
who is rememberedinthe village of Al Alaihaban for
riding on his horse in the"Eid" anniversary morning
wearing his Al Saidiyah Turban. However, the horse
breedinghas diminished in many areas of the Sultanate
for known reasons until came the Renaissance era of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, who restored
the horses' place, prestige and past glory. So, horse
breeding and yards spreadagain among a lot of Omanis
including those who did not possess them before. So.
The horses became the focus of the Omani familiesand
participated in various local, regionaland international
contestsand made many achievements.

Together with six Officers and Senior Ratings, | had
also the honour of participating in forming the core of
Police Equestrians in the year 1973, if | remember well.
At that time, the ROP did not have horses and used
to train on the horses of His Majesty at Al Wattiyah
(ROP Horse Yard at present). The Training Sessions
continued from the early morning until noon. | was the
on Mulazzim Rank and used to discharge those duties
in addition to my work at Ruwi Police Station”.

Relationship with Shooting

As the Arab man's habitsince his young age, he grew
up on noble qualities and good virtues. Therefore,
Shootingwas a nascent sport in his blood, but due to
the lack ofthe Shooting Range in that period of time,
he with his brothers, cousins and friends usedto hit
theirtargets whether at home or during escorting Al
Sheikh their father while travelling to all areas inhabited
by a certain group in WadiHibi or WadiBani Omer.
Thus, arelationship has developed between him and
shooting.

Interesis

Besides his concerns with horses and camels, Sheikh
Mohammed is obsessed with reading, meeting with
friends and travelling as possible.

Achievemets

Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon Al Ma’amari' horses
have participated in many local and regional contests.
The horse (Jabal Rais) came on the eighth position
during the Pan Arab Games held in Doha in 2012.His
horse “Al Mugheirah” participated in the competition
for capacity and endurance held in Bahrain Kingdom
in 2009.

On the local level, his horse (Jabal Rais) won the first
place three times consecutively in 2010, 2011 and
Movember 2012, in the three competitions of endurance
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organized by the Union of the Omani Equestrians. His
horse the(Beloved) one first place in two horse races
in 2005. On the other hand, their camels participated
in some Al Arda Marakid — show camel races, in the
region,

Royal Concern

Sheikh says: "His Majesty’'s keen concern is the
foundation and motivation for the Omanis to have
profound interest in horses and camels. His Majesty
never ceased from advising the young generations to
keep this immortal heritage in their hearts. That shall
benefit them a lot (Goodness is impressed on the
foreheads of horses until the DoomDay).

Awards

During his tenure, Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon
Al Ma'amari earned many accolades most notably is
the Sultan Qaboos First Class Medal, in addition to
the Oman Military Medals (3 and 4). At the regional
level, however was awarded the Arab Gulf Countries
Diamond Medal in 2010 and some years earlier, he
received the Medal of Merit from the Union of the
International Olympic Committees in Athens (Greece)
in 2004.
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Jays Convers

A dialogue full of deep wisdom and experience
with regard to the fields of science and work.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon Al Ma'amari
has throughout his life, been accompanied with
medals on the upbringing of camels, rifles and
horses,saturated with culture and knowledge. He
has read and loved literature and been concerned
with heritage and authenticity. He has attended to
this dialogue with humility and wide culture that
has acquired from his father - God rest his soul. He
has engrossed and worked hard to obtain higher
ranksduring a lifetime full of production, devotion
and dedication in the service of this beloved
country, Oman.

“Assayel” is the first magazine to have a dialogue
with Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon bin Salem
Al Ma'amari.

Preface

Our dialogue was about to turn into a literary
session from a mind of man with wide culture and
extreme knowledge, besides he is a first class poet.
Since the dialogue was focusing on authenticity,
Sheikh Mohammed started with poems of Al
Taghrud Art sung by the cameleers while their
camels walk. He composed a humble dedication
to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said on the
occasion of the glorious Forty -Third National Day.

__ sation
with Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon Al Ma’amari

November 18

Sheikh Mohammed says: “The Eighteenth of
November is an everlasting day in the Omani
history. On a personal level, it is engraved in my
memary as a milestone sign of growth, prosperity
and high status reached by our country, Oman in
all walks of life. Therefore, we wish to congratulate
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may Aliah
protect him on this blessed anniversary and
always ask Allah to give His Majesty good health
and complete happiness and to give Oman and its
people more progress and prosperity,

Upbringing

Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon Ma'amariwas
brought up by his father in HafeetVillage, Wilayat of
Saham. As the habit the parents and grandparents
to take their children with them, he accompanied
his father traveling between HabaVillage, Wilayat
Sohar and the villages of WadiBani Omar and
Muscat and other villages in theProvinces of North
and South Al Batinah. Meanwhile, he has learnt
and gained good experiences and benign virtues
while encountering with great people in their
various social lives, participating reconciliation
and setttement of differences between people,
and preparing the soldiers for Al Eidah season
(as known),in the service of the nation and His
Majesty the Sultan.

Honorable Interview

Inearly 1971, Sheikh Mohammed was honoured to
see His Majesty Sultan Qaboos - may Allah protect
him, whenHis Majesty granted audience to his
father. Thereby, His Majesty the Sultan bestowed
upon him the honour of joining the Royal Oman
Police as Talmeez Murashah (Cadet) to start his
true career in serving the nation. He continued
his studies locally and abroadand progressed in
military ranks and many positions.

Later In 1991, His Majesty the Sultan issued
a Royal Decree promoting him to the rank of
Major General and appointed Assistant Inspector
General of Police & Customs for Operations and
Training.

Meanwhile, he served in all Police Departments
(especially Administrative & Security) in addition
to Chairmanship and Membership of several
Committees and Councils,including but not limited
fo:
+« Chairman of the Joint Committee for
Security& Military Operations of the Joint
Military Committee,
+ Chairman of PoliceSocial Committee,
« Chairman of thePolicePension Fund

Loans Committee loans,

= General Secretary of the Civil Defense
Council,

* Founding President of the Paolice Sports
Association,

= \Vice President of of Oman Shooting
Federation, and a representative of the
police in the Supreme Committee for the
celebrations on Mational Day,

= Representative of Police in the Higher
Committee for Census,

+« Representative of Police in the Board of
Directors for the Public Authority for Youth
Sports & Cultural Activities - President and
Chairman of Board of Directors later on,

= Chairman of Board of Directors of Sport
Activities Fund and Chairman of the Oman
Olympic Committee that improved all
activities and results not mistaken by the
eye nor never forgotten by the country’s
memaory.

He also chaired hundreds of meetings locally
and many conferences local, regional, Arab and
international meetings and conferences. It is a
long list is no doubt and the space is too small to
mention a few, As Sheikh Mohammed says: * Still
remains not good enough whatlever the service
big or little that has been offered to our beloved
country of Oman and His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said, may Allah protect him at all times.

Minister Status

Cn the seventh of December, 1993, His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may Allah protect him -
issued a Royal Decree appointing him Chairman
of the General Authority for Youth, Sport & Cultural
Activities in the Rank of Minister. That made
Sheikh Mohammed utilize his ideas, experiences
and knowledge in the service of the country and
its beloved Sultan, Eventually, the Youth, Sport
& Cultural Activities became exemplary in the
Sultanate and took the Omani Youth various top
levels and produced many brilliants in the fields
of poetry, storytelling, theater, other arts and
literature. Thus, they revived the Omani squares
and became the pride of the nation at home
and abroad. There is no doubt, however that
the achievements of the promising Omani Youth
cannot be condensed in this area be mentioned
here. They need an entire chapter, where the
statistical statements and undoubted figures can
be represented.

Interest in Authenticity & Heritage
About his association camels and horses, Sheikh
Mohammed says: "The love for camels has been
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Documents & Archives Authority and Arsk Center conclude
“Oman in the OHtoman Documents” Seminar, Turkey

The National Documents & Archives Authority,
in conjunction with the Research Center for
Islamic History, Art & Culture (Arsk), concluded
the (Oman in Ottoman Documents) Seminar at
the (Yildiz) Palace in Istanbul which continued
over two days. The Opening Ceremony was
honoured by His Excellency Bekir Bozdag,
Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of
Turkey in the presence of Dr. Arshad Hermazli,
Senior Advisor for the President of the Turkish
Republic and Dr. Khalid Arran, General
Manager (arsk) Center in Istanbul. The Omani
Delegation was headed by HE Dr. Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Dawayani, Chairman of the
National Deocuments & Archives Authority,
H.H Sayyed Qais bin Salim bin Ali Al Said,
the Sultanate’s Ambassador to the Republic
of Turkey in Ankara. The Seminar addressed
the Omani Otftoman relations during different
historical periods. It provided analytical and
historically rich scientific research material
from both the Omani and Turkish sides,
making use of the Omani Ottoman Documents.
It also made important recommendations
summarized in the Research Papers that have
been presented over the two days Seminar.

The Seminar, involving a group of Researchers,
Scholars, Presidents of Universities and
Professors of History, in addition to a group of
Officials and Consuls of the Countries accredited in
Istanbul, aimed to show the aspects of cooperation
between the Authority and Foreign Archives, in
addition to enriching the Arab & Turkish Libraries
with new Omani Ottoman Studies, Research and
Documents that reveal the impact and historic
dimensions of the Omani Ottoman cormmunication.
It also aimed to identify the concerns of the Ottoman
thinkers and writers Ottomans on Oman from the
data of their literary works. Moreover, it sought to

acquaint foreign communities with the importance
Omani Documents in the Studies and Researches
of the region through a series of Research & Study
Papers dealing with different topics concerning
both the Omani and Turkish sides.

Dr. Khaled Armn, Director General of Arsk Centre in
Istanbul addressed the congregation by saying:
“In this Seminar organized in collaboration with
the Mational Documents & Archives Authority in
Oman, we shall deal with the historical relations
between Oman and Turkey. This is an important
step to be followed by other steps in the path of
developing the cultural and academic relations
between the two countries. Hence with your
support and encouragement, their importance
shall increase and their meaning becomes clearer.

Then HE Dr. Hamad bin Mohammed Al Diwayani,
Chairman of the National Documents & Archives
Authority spoke on behalf of the Authority having
welcomed the Patron of the event and the audience:
“Oman had historic ties with the Ottoman Empire
dominated by Islamic fraternal approach and
mutual respect and characterized by peace, which
is regarded a universal human value guaranteeing
coexistence between the nations and peoples
and fostering international solidarity and tolerance
and cooperation between individuals and groups.
Such features and qualities remained the main
pillars of Oman’s approach and fraternal relations
with brothers and friends. This communication has
been existing since the reign of Imam Ahmed bin
Saeed Al Busaidi in the 18th Century until to day.
The Omani-Turkish relations have strengthened
and sustained due to the guidance of His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos and his brother His Excellency
President Abdullah Ghoul, The Sultanate of Oman
is by far enjoying such an intimate relationship in
the hearts of the brothers in Turkey.

Then, the two sides exchanged souvenirs where
HE Dr. Hamad bin Mohammed Al Diwayani
presented commemorative gifts to the Patron of
the event, the Senior Adviser of His Excellency the
President of Turkey and Dr. Khaled Armn, Director
General of Arsk Research Center. Dr. Khalid Arm in
turn, presented commemorative gifts to Patron of
the event and the Mational Documents & Archives
Authority. Thereafter, Sheikh Muhanna bin Khalfan
Al Kharusi recited a poem named “Sultanate
of Oman's Greetings to the Turkish Republic of
Turkey".

And participated in the seminar A group of
University Lecturers and Professors as well as
Researchers from both the Omani and Turkish
sides, participated with working papers dealing
with different aspects of the Ottoman Omani
relations political, economic and social.

On this occasion, the National Documents &
Archives Authority issued a book embracing
researches and studies on the National &
International Documents  (Political,  Military
and Economic Aspects of the Omani Ottoman
Relations) which deals with various aspects of the
Omani Ottoman relations.

The Authority also organized within the campus
of (Marmara) University a Documentary Exhibition

named (Oman in the Ottoman Documents &
International Relations) which was inaugurated
by Mr. Bekir Bozdag - Deputy Prime Minister of
the Republic of Turkey and continued for two
days. The Exhibition displayed a collection of the
common Omani Ottoman Documents and some
of the International Documents which illustrate
part of the ancient Omani History, They also cover
various economic, political and social matters at
different historical periods. The purpose of the
Exhibition was to reveal the Omani Documentary
Accumulation for the researchers, learners and
academicians as well as University Students of
various specializations. They highlight the various
aspects of the Omani Cultural Heritage with a view
of acguainting those interested with the histoncal
extension and wvast communication of Oman,
particularly with the Ottoman Empire in different
historical periods of time. That emphasizes the
objectives of the Seminar organized between the
two sides in order that foreign communities can
recognize the importance of the Omani Documents
for Studies and Researches.

At the end of the Seminar, Dr. Hamad bin
Mohammad Al Diwayani, Chairman of the Mational
Documents & Archives Authority and Dr. Khalid
Arme, General Manager of Arsk Center, presented
Certificates of Participation to the Lecturers who
delivered papers that have influenced the Seminar,
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Fruits of our efforts

To know closely how Saqgoor Al Khabourah won first place,
we met the head of the troupe, Abdullah bin Ali bin Abdullah
Al Khabouri. He said that it was a big honor for the band
to achieve advanced results because of its continuous
work and early preparations. He added that the arbitration
committee played a good role to guide the band in all arts
matters.

Preserving and developing traditional arts

We asked Abdullah al Khabouri about his life and he
said "l am 62 years old and grown up in the Wilaya of Al
Khabourah and have 5 sons and two daughters. | love arls
especially the traditional ones. Al Ayialah art is one of the
traditional arts known by forefathers since long time and
we inherited this beautiful art from them". He added that
it is famous In a number of Wilayas of the Sultanate in
addition to some other arts such as Al Malid and Maidan
arts besides Al Razha which is found in some areas of
the Wilaya. Al Ayialah art is being practiced by them since
they were young and it is developed to keep up with the
modern era. They made some edition to rhythms in this art
by creating some types of drums besides they increased
number of participating individuals followed by an increase
in number of rows. He said that Al Ayialah art in the
Governorates of Al Batinah is one type and it is locally
known.

Instilling the art in young generation

He added " we worked with great efforts to inherit these
arts to our children to practice and love this art besides
other arts. But we notice that some youths turned away
from practicing them and the reason is because there
is no enough efforts in this regards”. So he called upon
concerned bodies to increase their financial, moral and
media support.

Arts societies

Al Khabouri explained "we requested Ministry of Heritage
and Culture to establish societies concerned with traditional
arts in the governorates and Wilayas of the Sultanate in
order to preserve these arts and should be followed up by
concerned bodies as to insure its continuity for the purpose
they are established.

Thanks and appreciation

Al Khabouri said * | take this golden opportunity to thanks
those who contributed in this achievement especially
Sheikh Salim bin Suliaman Al fairuz who supported us
morally and financially in all of our steps. | also thank all
the troupe members for their perfformance”.

He concluded the interview by thanking Assayel Magazine
for its visit and concern for the pure Omani heritage. He
wished the magazine all the best.
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Soqour Al-Khabourah

troupe for traditional arts
preserves the Omani traditional arts
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Saqoor Al Khabourah troupe achieved the first place in its final participations in the field
of Al-Ayialah art at the second traditional arts festival. It was organized by the Ministry
of Heritage and Culture in the Wilaya of Sur. The troupe organized a ceremony at Al
Khabourah Castle under His Excellency Sheikh Siba’a bin Hamdan Al Sadi, Secretary
General of the Higher Committee for National Day Celebrations.
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The troupe performed a number of traditional arts. Al Tarogq and tagrood arts (traditional arts)
were presented. Then Shabab Suwaiq troupe performed Al Laiwa art and Alwigdan troupe
presented Al Bara'h arl. After that, Shabab Al Khuwairat troupe performed a maritime art.

Finally, Sogoor Al Khabourah art presented Al Ayialah art. Acommemorative gift was presented
to the chief guest.
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Tough competition withessed by the first
horse race for the current season

Royal Horse Race Club at Royal Court Affairs
organized the first race for the season 2012-2013
at Al Fulaij Racetrack for Horse Races under the
auspices of H.E. Abbas bin Abdullah Al Bahrani,
Head of Finacial Affairs at Royal Court Affairs. It
included 7 rounds, 5 for Purebred Arabian horses
and 2 for crossbred horses

Sayyed Al Gawani

The first round was assigned for locally bred horses
in which the horse Sayyed Al Gawani won first place
while second place was achieved by Zaik and ridden
by Ahmed Hussain owned by Faisal Al Riami.

Iradah

This round was allocated for locally bred horses.
First place was grabbed by Iradah ridden by Omar Al
Ghanaimi. The horse Lugain came second.

Hishma
It was for Purebred Arabian horses and it was an
open round which witnessed great competition.
75 First place was achieved by the horse Hishma while
~» second was for Fakher Al Arab ridden by Saed Al

_

Hajry.
Bin Malak

It was assigned for crossbred horses. The horse Bin
Malak won first place while the horse Kofidrashin
came second.

Sahig

This round was assigned for pure Arabian horses
in which Sahig came first while the horse Doreen
ridden by Moatasim Al Balushi came second.

Dorman

It was designated for pure Arab horses. The horse
Doorman Di Lipred owned by H.E.Sheiik Saif bin
Hamiar Al Shuhi came first and the horse Namir
ridden by Amer Al Ghaniami got second.

Dastan

It was designated for crossbred pure horses .The
horse Trust and the Dastan ridden by Anas Al Siabi
came first while the horse Palm Court came second.
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in the Meeting of the Heads of the National Archives of the countries overlooking the
Indian Ocean and theArchival Documents Exhibition

The Documents & National Archives Authority
represented by HE Dr. Hamad bin Mohammed
Al Diwayani, the Chairman and a number of
the Authority's specialists in the Meeting
of the Heads of the Mational Archives of the
Member Countries of the Association of the
countries of the Indian Ocean for Regional
Cooperation (IOR-ARC). This meeting was held
in India on invitation from the Indian National
Archives Authority and gave an opportunity
for the Member States to discuss areas of
common concern that emerged as a result of
the cultural role and historical heritage still
maintained among the Member States. It also
highlighted the efforts for initiating a Roadmap
depicting the future cooperation between
those countries.

Meanwhile, the meeting, the first of its kind,
focused on various aspects concerning the Indian
Ocean as a zone embracing the cultural heritage
of different countries that have been and are still
forming the cultural diversity among the countries
of the Indian Ocean in general. Such aspects
are: the Importance of the Indian Ocean in the
Past and Present, Social & Cultural Spectrum of
the Indian Ocean, Sharing and Dissemination of
Knowledge & Information, Creation of Databases
and Information Documentation Centers in other
countries, in addition to Access to information and
the right to obtain it.

It should be noted that the Association of the Indian
Ocean Regional Cooperation - formerly known
as the Initiative Indian Ocean Countries, is an
International Organization with 18 Member States,
namely: Australia, Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Kenya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius,
Mozambigue, Oman, Singapore, South Africa, Sri
Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab Emirates,
Yemen. Besides, there are other five countries
acting as Dialogue Partners, namely: China,
Egypt, France, Japan and the United Kingdom.
This Association was initially established in
Mauritius in March 1995 and officially inaugurated
on 6-7 March 1997,

The Indian QOcean is also referred to as the
cradle of modern globalization as its nature has
for several eras, been ready for the cultural and
economic exchange between Africa, Arab World,
Indian Subcontinent, South Asia and China. It
has also been one of the most important areas of
commercial and cultural activities since ancient
times until to day. The Indian Ocean does not only
provide livelihood, but also creates a link between
people and ideas in Asia, the Near East and
Africa. All in all, that resulted in creating common
cultural heritage common over the times. Further
and on the periphery of the meeting, the Authority
participated in the Archival Documents Mobile
Exhibition, organized until 26 September 2012 in
the Indian International Center in New Delhi.
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Royal Horse Race Organize

the Third Race Rounds

The horses Najah, Reeh, Bulbul Al Reef, Karshan,
Dagikan, Wamartis and Red Show win the third
race rounds, organized by Royal Horse Race Club
at Royal Court Affairs under the auspices of H.E.
Sheikh Saeed bin Hilal Al Khalili, Head of planning
and Human Resources development at Royal
Court Affairs. The race included 8 rounds.

Najah

The first round was designated to locally bred horses
for 1200m. At end of the race, the horse Majah came
first place ridden by Al Muatasim Al balushi and the
horse Zaik came second,

Atwan

The second round was for locally bred horses for 1400
m . Atwan won first place while IF Daloop got second
place ridden by Hamood Al Hajry.

Reeh Al Shamal

The third round was designated to locally bred horses
for 1400m. Reeh Al Shamal ridden by Hamood Al
Hajry came first while the horse fakhir ridden by Hosni
Al Hajry won second.

Bulbul Al Reef
The fourth Round was assigned for purebred Arabian

horses for 1400m. The horse Bulbul Al Reef came first
while Doreen ridden by Anas Al Siabi got second.

Kurshan

The fifth round for thoroughbred horses for 1400m.
The first place was won by Karshan ridden by Anas
Al Siabi while Al Adham came second and ridden by
Saed Al Hajry.

Al Jusoor

The sixth round was for Purebred Arabian horses
distanced 1600 m. After great competition among
horses, the horse Al Jusoor cam first while PH Ghazal
ridden by Abdullah Al Mahrougi came second.

Duglan

The seventh place was for purebred Arabian horses
for the distance of 1600 m. After tough competition, the
horse Duglan ridden by Hamed Al Balushi came first
while the horse Durman D. owned by His Excellency
Shiekh Saif bin Hamiar Al Shuhi came second.

Emirates Road Show

The Eight round was assigned for thoroughbred horses
for the distance of 1600 m. After tough competition,
first place was won by the horse Emirates Red Show
and second place was achieved by the horse Imbalo.
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Trad

His Excellency Sheikh Saqar bin Sultan Al Shukaili,
Wali of lbra, presided over the ceremony of the first
traditional horse sports (Al Ardha) for the season
2012-2013 at Ardha Racetrack in the Wilayat of Ibra.
It was attended by the members of Shura Council,
representatives of the Wilayats of |bra & Al Qabel
and numbers of Sheikhs of the Wilayats of the
Governorate, locals, tourists and photographing
fans. Some 163 horses from various Governorates
took part in the event in addition to participation
of a group of traditional arts troupes. This event
comes within the competition program of Omani
equestrian Federation for this season.

Taking permission

At the beginning of the event, a group of jockeys moved
forward to the guest dais requesting him to start the
shows and then the show events started.

Various shows

The horses entered the field in horse march, then horse
riders started their shows by presenting (Tuhreeb) art,
one of the traditional arts practiced on horseback.
After that, Rakhda Ardha started . It occupies a great
position among horse riders as it displays their skills.
Rakhda Ardha is considered one of the traditional arts

'fional horse sports

IN [oro

especially practiced in various festivals and occasions.
Another show was presented in which one horseman
stood on backs of two horses.

Delivering poems
A poem was delivered under the theme (Al Safinat)
besides some other poems.

Making horse to sleep

A group of horse riders with their horses moved forward
front of the main dais performing some horse skills
such as making horse to sleep and horse response to
its rider.

Final part

At the end of the event, all participating horses gathered
in front of the main dais forming final show attracting
attention of viewers.

Commemorative gifts

Saif bin Matar Awlad Thani, member of the committes
assigned to manage Oman Equestrian Federation,
presented a commemorative gift to the Wali of |bra.
He also handed over another gift to Zad Al Rakib
Equestrian Club received by Head of the Club.
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Royal Horse Race Organize
the Second Race Rounds

[ I

The new horses, participating for the first time in the
races held in the Sultanate, proved its competence
in the second horse race for the current season,
organized by Royal Horse Race club at Royal Court
Affairs, winning top places in the race’s rounds.
The event was held under the auspices of Brigadier
Mohammed bin Yousuf Al-Harthi of Administration
and Human Resources at the Royal Guard of Oman.
It witnessed great competition in its eight rounds
out of which 6 were assigned for purebred Arabian
horses and 2 for crossbred horses.

Al-Fayeez

In the first round, the colt Al-Fayeez ridden by Faris Al
Siaby achieved first place while the horse Al Gabra got
second place ridden by Hamad Al Waheebi,

Saed

In Second round the horse Saed ridden by Hamad Al
balushi got first place while the horse Ma Al Dhahab
won second.

Sibah At-Thani
The horse Sibah At-Thani came first in the third round
while Amer Al Ghanaimi riding Hishma got second.

W=

Al Shaheen

The horse Al Shaheen ridden by Hosni Al Hajry won
first place in fourth round while Doorman Di Leopard
owned by His Excellency Sheikh Saif bin Hamiar Al
Shuhi came second.

Shado Fafar

Shado Fajar owned by Saeed Al Kalbani achived first
place at fifth round in its first participation while second
place was won by the horse Embalo.

Blam

After great competition in sixth round, the horse Blam
won the first place in the sixth round while Strika ridden
by Amer Al Ghanaimi came second.

Majroom

The horse Majroom owned by Salim Al Siabi achieved
the first place in the seventh round while the horse
Sahiq came second.

Omar Dalma

In eighth round, the horse Omar Dalma owned by
Sheikh Taher bin Saud Al Khalili showed a great
performance and won the first place the horse Rbah
Di Career owned by Mohammed Hashmani came
second.
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Congratulation to

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
and the people of Oman on the glorious
occasion of the 42" National day

NAGARJUNA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INT'L LLC,
P O Box 3678, PC 112, RUWI, Sultanate of OMAN
Tal: « 968 24874244 | Fax: + 068 24874227
Email : kvanmurtyi@ncomuscat.com | Website: www.ncclimited.com
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IT HAULS. IN EVERY SENSE OF THEWORD.

INTRODUCING THE CAN-AM®™ COMMANDER™ 55V. Featuring
industry-leading power™, an unmalched power-to-weight ratio,
pinpoint handling, rider-focused features and an ergonomically
advanced interior that's built around you. The result is a ride
you need to experience o believe.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.brpoman.com
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Hawiyah village bucked experts

In the early Seventies (1970) when the good
news of the Renaissance began to materialize
gradually in every inch and corner of the land
of the Sultanate, the visits of the Experts
and Technicians brought by the government
to probe the general situations, particularly
natural and geological features for different
States, have produced a lot of studies. Among
those visits was the one to Hawiyah Village in
Wilayat Bidiya where they stayed a good while
and wandered among its orchards and climbed
the dunes that surround it from three directions
(West, South and East). The result of the study
was that this sand - embraced docile village,
would be buried within two decades maximum
due to erosion factors, including the wind
that carries the sand so rapidly. Accordingly,
those Experts have expected that the houses
and palm trees would be buried within a short
period of time.

However, this village disapproved that study and
remained for hundreds of years unyielding in the
face of those natural factors. None the least, its
tall Palm Trees generously produced the Dates
due to that its Fala] continued to water those
orchards which have been the main source of
living for the people and their families the summer.

Tourist Attraction

Hawiyah Village is one of Wilayat Bidya great
tourist sites. It is surrounded by sand dunes from
the West, East and South leaving the North side

as entrance of the village which lies adjacent to the
valley of Al Bat'ha that stands as a water barrier
and separates it from other villages sometimes.
As told, it is called Al Hawiyah because it contains
noble qualities (Makarem}. The main archeclogical
landmarks of the village include Fort Hawiyah built
atthe sametime FalajAlHawiyah. The Fort stood as
a defensive barrier to repel the enemy in the past.

Different Crops

The Falaj is a major supplier of fresh water
which comes from the highlands to irrigate crops
together with the existing wells. The Falaj comes
from a distance of nearly 17 kilometers and is
characterized by its huge amounts of water and
hardly affected by drought. It has lush cultivation
of Palm, Lemon, Mango and some other types
of crops. The fertile land also contributed in the
abundance of plants and the increased production
of various crops.

Comprehensive Renaissance

Hawiyah Village like other villages in the Sultanate,
acquired many of the blessed Renaissance
achievements enjoyed by both the citizens and
residents such as electricity, telephone and paved
roads network. It also has two schools one for
boys and girls alike in addition to other projects
including a Public Council and Mosques built by
the locals themselves as well as beautiful modern
or mud houses scattered around the village and
could have been built since ten or even hundred
of years ago.

Beautiful Oases

This beautiful village is one of the largest oasis in the heart of the sand. Itis away from Al Manterb Village
by a distance of nearly 7 kilometers. It is surrounded by close sand dunes with heights towering the
tall Palm Trees in some places. Its orchards are penetrated by the Falaj which is the life - artery of the
village in which shady places are available to make an ideal site picnics. by places shady and wonderful
trips But the most beautiful is roaming between sand dunes, especially at sunset or the evening when Al
Koas wind blows frequently laden with cold air streams constituting a beautiful desert masterpiece and
especially after rainfall. LM R

Unigue Description

Village Hawiyah's beauty has been the subject for songs by many poets who have seen in it various

elements of charm, whether in its nature, hospitality or even courage. Perhaps the description of Sheikh

Nooruddin Al Salmi — God have mercy on his soul, has been the best of most poets, portraying its land \
as soft bed along with the valor of its youth in war and peace. '
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Gratitude

Shazra Al-Hajjaj with her achievements in the world
of horses is very grateful to His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, who paved the
way for her in the equestrian world through Seih
Al-Selm stables.

Training

There are some trainers who developed her
equestrian skills notably Rashid Al-Derbi and Ali Al-
Muhairi and Eric Le Martintl.

Lara Sawaya

Lara Sawaya, director of Festival of His Highness
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al MNahyan Global
Arabian Horse Racing Festival and head of ladies
racing at International Federation of Arabian Horse
Racing played a prominent role in the success of the
Emirati horse rider Shazra Al-Hajjaj in horse racing
by allowing her to participate as a representative
of the United Arab Emirates in the Cup of Her
Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak for Ladies,

Nostalgia

Shazra Al-Hajjaj said that despite the brilliance
in horse racing and achievement of advanced
positions in various participations, but she has the
feeling of nostalgia to her first love (endurance
racing) that may go back to it again.
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A chat with a horse rider

SENDRINRRIIE ;|\ Rp AL-HAJJA) REVEALS
THE STORY OF HER LOVE

FOR HORSES o g 8
She is a Computer lover who turned her . ‘ ,m:a

passion from programming to horses as . =
she discovered their secrets and beauty. _ _

She became a star in endurance races and : . : -.a\

excelled in horse racing. Emirati horse rider ':"_, 3

Shazra Al-Hajjaj explains to Assayel the 4 - =
F | R ST story of her fondness with horses. -

Passion
She said that she had been passionate about
horses since early age, and her dream was to

become a horse rider which was realized during
N her secondary school in Sharjah Equestrian
Club after she asked her father for permission

to train in horse riding along with her sister. He
encouraged them to practice this sport.

/A The real beginning for Shazra was with Al-

Ahli Club in Dubai with endurance races. Her
Trainer Rashid Al-Derbi discovered that she

= has the skills and capabilities to participate and
N == \/\/ S compete in endurance race. So, she began with
— Al-Ahli stables then Fazza stables and finally

Seih Al —Selm stables.

Encouragement
SO' I R' E Shazra has a courageous spirit and received
support and encouragement from her family to

participate and compete in horse racing. She is
indebted to her father, her mother, her husband
and her family for their support.

Horses

Shazra participated on the horse (BAbo)
and horse (lbla Roe Coco) in international
competitions. She also represented UAE in
endurance races. She represented Seih Al-
Selm stables with trainer Ali Al Muhair in
2010 achieving third place in an international
endurance championship. She also participated
in endurance races in Britain representing Seih
Al-Selm stables

YOUR NEXT §FE ROV VEN Ghangs

In 2010, Shazra Al-Hajjaj moved from

endurance races to horse racing (sprints). With

her strong determination she was able to make

Published by: Omani Est. for Press, Printing, Publishing & Distribution LLC. a name among jockeys in horse racing through

P.O.Box 463 Muscat, Postal Code 100, Sultanate of Oman - Tel: +968 24491919 Fax: +968 24491295 her advanced results in wvarious local and
E-mail: Omantribune@omantel.net.om Website: www.omantribune.com international participations.
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5till stuck in the mind those days when we were
eagerly competing to reach the Quran School,
holding in our hands the books of the Holy
Quran which have prescribed the religious,
ethical and social objectives of that School and
reflected well on the Omani Society in and out.

Many are the memories which now appear to
the eye so vividly pulsating and carry the most
beautiful innocent childhood recollections. In
this essay, we shall examine the most beautiful
and unforgettable aspects of that School,
including but not limited to:

Al Bakhshah

Al "Bakhshah" as shown in the picture, is a bag
in which a of copy the Holy Quran is placed.
It is made from a piece of cloth sutured from all
sides except the upper side which is left open in
a shape of a triangle on the top of which a long
string is connected for tying it up after the Holy
book is placed so as to prevent it from opening up
and dropping its content and also to prevent the
smaller children from tampering with papers of the
Holy Quran, as they can not open the bag when it
is tightly fastened.

Al Bakhshah has different sizes but generally sewn
according to the exact the size of the Holy GQuran
to be placed inside. White is the prevailing colour
of its cloth, although other colours may be used as
available for the mothers and grandmothers.

Our mothers and grandmothers used to make
Al Bakhshahs for us. Sometimes their sides are
decorated with shining buttons and colourful woaol
yarn. Inside them, we used to carry our books of
the Holy Quran to and from the School.

Al Qass

As shown in the attached picture, is the tool used
by the Holy Quran reader to follow the words and
verses while reciting the Holy Quran when reciting
the Koran. In the old days, Al Qass was made
of palm leaves and sometimes of metal wires, if
available.

Al Qass is also used identify the page that the
reader has completed in order to continue reading
later The place of Al Qass shows the reader where
he through the whereabouts of this shear in the
Koran knows continental where he finished reading
the previous time and works as a sign or evidence
of the Verse, Sura, Section or Part for the reader to
continue reading the Quran. We used to take with
us this Al Qass when going to the Quran School
Koran in order to identify the Verses and Suras
while reciting them. We also used to brag with
the type, size and shape of this Al Qass and the
perfection in making it of those available materials
and that we make it by ourselves, although in fact,
our fathers used to make for us, especially when it
is made from raw palm leaves.

Al Mirfa’

Al Mirfa' Carnival is the wooden chair on which the book of the Holy Quran is placed, whether inside the
mosque or at home. In the past, this type of chair was made from palm leaves as shown in the photos,
where the palm leaves are cut into equal parts then attached with each other and tied up with cloth or
rope made of palm fiber. Today, Al Mirfa’ is made from wood and engraved to decorate it. However, it still
exists in this form in the mosques until today.

Demonstration and Invocation of Completing the Holy Quran

When a pupil of us was able to complete the recitation of the Holy Quran, we used to go in a procession
led by the teacher from the Quran School until we reached the House of that pupil child. There we
would find coffee ready for us with the greetings of his family. That procession resembled a graduation
ceremony for that pupil, as that would make him stop coming to the School having completed a full
recitation of the Holy Quran in front of the teacher.

During that procession, we used to repeat a special prayer for that occasion. Thereby, the teacher
would start enchanting passages of that prayer, which come in the form of a marvelous poem called “Al
Tayminah" and we would respond by saying "Amen” loudly after each line of the poem. That would have
begun just when we had left the School and ended by reaching the house.

We used to live happy moments as we walked in groups behind the teacher and saying "Amen"” after the
words of Al Tayminah” repeated by him. We used to feel proud when we meet our people during that
procession and hear from them the words of praise and good wishes.

The attached photo embraces part of "Al Tayminah" poem printed out of a handwritten manuscript
prepared by the parent Rashid bin Abdullah bin Salim Ghafri, who was a teacher of the Holy Quran in
Al Driz lllage, Wilayat |bri in the yeat 1394H.




AL- MASHABH (TRADITIONAL HAND-HELD FAN)

Omanis have utilized all parts of date palm tree to produce useful things that help them to
achieve daily needs. In this issue, we will talk about Al-Mahbobh or Al-Mashabh as locally
known in the north of Oman or Al-Marwaha as called in the south, Governorate of Dhofar
which is made of coconut tree’s leaflets. It is used to relieve summer heat, because of the lack
of fans and air conditioners in the past. The need forced our ancestor to use the environment
materials with a touch of creativity. This craft depends on date palm- frond leaflets which are
taken from the date palm and dried. Then, then bright colorful dyes are added to them. After
that, the leaflets are divided and plaited after removing the ends to form repetitive patterns
decorated with beautiful colors. The upper part of a palm frond is split in a longitudinal way and
the first part of the plaited strip (suffah) is entered. Then, it is fastened by palm frond leaflets or,
any thin rope. Now, the hand- held fan is ready to be used to bring fresh air.
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The governorate of Dhofar is well known for
producing the best types of incense besides
frankincense which is wused in making
perfumes. There are types that have remained
to be symbols of Omani high quality products.
Asayel met one of the makers of incense in Al-
Hafa Market in Salalah, Nahl bint Rajab Known
as Um Said. She is from the willaya of Taga.
She said that: | have practiced this profession
for more than 35 years. | learned the basics of
this craft from my mother Dahiyah bint Salim
bin Khamis. In the past, there were famous
concentrated types of perfumes added to
incense such as Al- Haboush, Ganat Al-
Naiyeem(paradise), Basilah, Al-Gamal(beauty),
bint Sudan, musk and amber. They would be
mixed with a substance called Al-Jawi to give
the strength to the incense in terms of smell
and lasting in clothing or places. They were
sometime mixed with nails.

Different types
And about the types of incense recently entered
the market, Mahl said: there are seven types
namely Romansl (romantic), Sabaya, Zafran,
Bared (cold), Al-Amaken (places), Sandaliyah, Al-
Masham. For each of these types there is a special
perfume that we purchase from perfume shops.
This profession needs experience and accuracy in
mixing the substances used in this craft.

Great demand

She added that: many people were keen to buy
various types of incense as being a symbol of
hospitality, as well as a perfume. Tourists who visit
the governorate of Dhofar in Khareef season also
buy them as gifits they present to their relatives
and friends. However, we have also our regular
customers who trust our products especially old
types of incense.

Between Al-Hafa and Mattrah

Nahl also said that: our activity in Khareef season
is in Al-Hafa Market due to the increasing touristic
movement in this time of the year in the Sultanate,
while in the rest of months will be in Matrah
traditional Market which attracts many tourists
throughout the year both from inside and outside
the Sultanate due to the unigue location in the
Governorate of Muscat. We instilled the making of
incense craft on our daughters as our fathers and
mothers did to us

Praise and thanks

Mahl concluded the interview by expressing
her utmost thanks and gratitude to His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said for his countless grants
and giving to his loyal people. She also thanked
Assayel Magazine for its contribution to registering
all aspects of Omani heritage.
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tors in both the “Living Creatures & Wildlife" and "Jabal
Samhan" Protected Areas. Furthermore, the existence of
this type of animals has a prominent role in the balance
of the Wildlife Environment within those Protected Areas.

Natural Protected Areas to be dealt with in the next
issue

The management of the Natural Protected Areas,
conduct of Researches, Studies and Surveys relating to
Wildlife and the Conservation Programs projected in the
Environmental Projects represent the Office’s Leading
Specializations. Besides, the Office is particularly
interested in the rehabilitation and training of Omani
cadres in the fields of studies of Wildlife, Management
of the Protected Areas, Environmental Awareness &
Guiding. All that and other beautiful details on the Natural
Protected Areas which are supervised by the Office of
Environmental Conservation, shall be dealt with in the
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Environmental ConservationOffice — tangible efforts
and a clear strategy to preserve wildlife (1- 2)

The Office of Environmental Conservation, Diwan
of Royal Court plays an important and pivotal role in
the process of preserving and developing the natural
environment and the various elements of the wildlife This
is set out on basis of the concern of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said aboutthe conservation of wildlife in
the Sultanate, and on the belief of the important and
effective role in preserving the national gains mainly
the natural resources. This Office looks after a set
of protected areas and vital environmental projects,
including the Arabian Leopard Protection Project, Black
Falcon SurveyProject, Bustard Survey Project, Nubian
Ibex Survey Project, Arabian Gazelle Survey Project,
Desert Lynx Survey Project, in addition to the Reem

Objectives and Functions of the Office

The Office aims to spread an umbrella of environmental
education and awareness and identify the numerous
creatures living in our natural environment, strengthen
cooperation with the competent authorities with regard
to the maintenance of the nature and its aesthetic
elements that have cultural, social and economic value,
with a view of highlighting Oman’s rare biodiversity
through organizing cultural and scientific events at
various levels. The Office also contributes to promote
eco-tourism and encourage the locals who live near
those areas to contribute in the Wildlife Conservation
Programs and support the activities of the civil society in
the field of environmental conservation in the Sultanate.

Environmental Projects

Arabian Leopard Conservation Project

TheArabian leopard is one of the rare wild animals that
have a significant role in the process of the environmental
equilibrium. Its presence in a particular area is an
indication of health and integral emsystem in that
area. It is also one of the symbols of the mountainous
environments in the Arabian Peninsula.

The Arabian leopard is the rarest of its kind and mostly
endangered animal. Its numbers remaining in the
wildlife, are estimated by less than 200 in the whole
world. It exists in the Sultanate of Oman and the
Republic of Yemen in the form of small groups seemingly
geographically isclated from each other. Therefore, the
International Union for Conservation of Nature has
classified the Arabian Leopard in the Red List of the
seriously threatened species.

The Sultanate began to have interest in the protection
of the Arabian Leopard since 1985. Then, four Arabian
Tigers were captured on JabalSamhan in Dhofar
Governorate and transferred to the Omani Wild Mammals
Breeding Center in the Palace of Bait Al Barakah. The
first actual protection measures were launched in
1997 after JabalSamhan Matural Reserve had been
introduced. The Office of Environmental Conservation
inaugurated the Arabian Leopard Survey Project in late
1997. Seventeen (17) leopards were filmed during the
first three years of the survey. During the period 2001-
2002, the team was able to catch several leopards in
Jabal Samhan area and follow the tracks and movement
system of leopards on the mountain. The team also
managed to film twelve (12) leopards in the area
between the mountains of central Salalah and Jebel Al
Qamar (Moon Mountain) in the western region.

Black Falcon Survey Project

The Black Falcon lives on the islands and coastal areas
of the Sea of Oman. The studies suggest that 10% of this
type in the world, multiplies in the Sultanate. However,
the number of the breeding pairs has decreased by 15%
since the late seventies until today. Since 2007, the
Environmental Preservation Office and the Foundation
for Mature Researches (UK-based), have been in
collaboration to execute the Black Falcon Survey
Project on Fahal Island and Daymaniyat Islands in the
Sultanate during the period from August to October each
year. The Project aims to provide information about the
Black Falcon that will assist in the development of plans
and programs necessary to protect it and maintain its
environment.

Bustard Survey Project
There are two types of Houbara Bustard birds In the
Sultanate, the migrating (whichcome from Central
Asian Countries to the Sultanate in the winter) and the
(which multiply in the Sultanate do not migrate). The
Living Organisms & Wild Animals Sanctuary in Al Wusta
(Central) Region is one of the most important key areas
for this type of bustards in the Sultanate. The Domestic

Bustards come as a top priority with regard to birds that
should be preserved.

Nubian Ibex Survey Project

In Oman, the Nubian Ibex is mainly found (in groups or
individually) within the mountain belt extending from the
eastern reef slopes in Al Wusta (Central) Region until
the Mountain Series of Dhofar. The Nubian lbex adapts
itself to live in the dry mountainous terrain and feeds
on grass and tree leaves. However, its numbers began
to decrease gradually due to the increased unlicensed
hunting and urbanization of the rural and mountainous
areas, where its natural habitat is. .

Arabian Gazelle Survey Project

The Arabian Gazelle in the Sultanate spreads over the
mountainous and gravel valleys, sandy deserts and
foothills areas in addition to the coastal plains. The
Gazelles belong to the Deer Group within the Antelope
Family. Its spread is closely linked with the spread of
the brown trees. The unlicensed hunting processes
and the deterioration or loss of the natural habitat led
to the decline their numbers. Therefore, the Office of
the Environment Conservation saw the importance of
managing a Survey Project to monitor the spread of
the Arabian Gazelle within the Office’'s Reserves and
find out the direct and indirect causes of its decreasing
numbers.

Reem Ghazal Relocation Project

The Reem Ghazal is paler in colour compared to other
deers. Itis adapted to live in deserts with severe drought,
In the Sultanate, exists in the sandy areas of Al Wusta

(Central) Region. It belongs to the Migratory Group of
deers which move constantly in search of the plants
yet they do not show a certain pattern of migration like
some other groups living in the desert. The numbers of
the Reem Ghazal decreased dramatically within their
areas in Al Wusta (Central) Region and classified as
threatened with extinction due to unlicesed hunting
and human activity in their natural habitats. Therefore,
the Reem Ghazal Survey Project is considered of vital
importance for the Environmental Conservation Office’s
scientific plan and long-term strategy in the coming
period. The Office intends to manage the Reem Ghazal
Resettlement Project with the purpose of breeding and
returning them to their natural habitat, Currently, the
Office is engaged in the process of building special
sheds for the Reem Ghazal Reem within the Office's
Protected Area, in preparation for receiving nearly 315
heads of them, out of which 75 heads came as a gift
from His Majesty the Sultan as confirmation of His
Majesty's concern with the protection of biodiversity
in the Sultanate. Concurrently, the Office has already
formed specialized committees to coordinate the
process of bringing these numbers and resettling them
in the wilderness of Oman and that shall be documented
through the Media.

Arabian Desert Lynx Survey Project

This lynx belongs to the fierce middle-sized carnivorous
Cats Group. It is found in many regions of the Sultanate.
In general, it lives in the dry plains and semi-desert
areas. It is a solitary animal usually, yet it can also live
in pairs. However, the scarcity of viewing the Arabian
Desert Lynx in its domain, made its survey process
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