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Partners in Excellence ... Readers of Asayel Magazine

We mest you again across a new version of this magazine ...
Thank you for looking into its pages which will hapefully canvey
fresh and useful topics... Your bright ideas are always welcome.

Pages of Glory

Mational Days in the life of peoples and nations remain with a
special flavor, and so are the events that come in this context.
Yes, that is written pure gold on the forehead of history, Hence,
under this title we read in the pages of Asayel Magazine some aof
the manifestations of the celebration to honor His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said's Royal visit to Al Dakhiliyah Governorate
in general and Wilayat Bahia in particular which embraces
history on its hills. His Majesty, Allah gives support to him, has
been persistently instilling important values, perhaps the most
salient one is that value of Al Shura principle in the Muslim
Community, where His Majesty meets face to face and hear
from his own people in a national epic unigue to Oman. What
an eye-catching and exaited spectacle! On the other side we
see His Majesty patronizing the Annual Horse Race organized
by the Royal Court Affairs represented in the Royal Cavalry at
Al Aadiyat City of Antiquities, where a homogenized crowd of
fans of this sport with His Majesty among them giving support
and encouragement to these values, which has embarked on
insinuating them being a model emulated and written on the
pages of glory in pride ... And pursuing this pattern, (Asayel
Omaniyah) was keen to organize the International Exhibition of
Horses, Camels and Heritage on the land of Oman International
Exhibition Centre, which witnessed diversified aclivities over
three days. As a result, commendations have been given {o the
names that excelled in the interaction with these events whether
on horseback or camelback and in the artistic embodiment
with the brush of imagination and creativity of these displays
on paintings which interpreted the magnificence of this page of
Heritage.

Dear Readers,

Within the pages of your Magazine (Assayel), you are promised
to review an important activity with regard to the MNational
Memory Project undertaken by the Documents & Mational
Archives Authority, which spares no efforl to save the Omani
Documents and Mational Archives via an approved system
aiming to maintain the Mational Identity in the present and
future; so that it will be vividly and permanently seen under the
national microscope. No doubt that it will be highly required by
our children. The following proverb is very much true: “Whoever
{whatever) has no start, shall have no future”

MNow | can only be silent in the sacred place of your elegance ...

from the
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achievements of the Royal Cawvalry both at
the level of the Horses or Riders, is a great
achievement has come as a result of His Majesly’'s
concern and close attention enjoyed by the Royal
Cavalry which, accordingly had the opportunity to
participate at the local, regional and international
tournaments and achieve honorable results for the
Sultanate”.

His Excellency then explained, “The results of
these participations have been great especially in
2012 when our Riders won the Bronze Medal-in
the International Endurance and Stamina Races
beside a set of races in Britain, France and some
Gulf countries where the Reyal Cavalry achieved
advanced positions (1st , 2nd & 3rd). Thanks to
Allah that this is a proof of the success ability of
the Omani Riders as well as the locally bred Omani
Horses which have become competitive in the
International Races”.




His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, may God
protect him, has graced the Annual Royal
Horse Race Festival organized by the Royal
Cavalry of the Royal Court Affairs at Medinat
Al Aadiyat, Seeb.

In the company of His Majesty the Sultan, the
Festival was attended by a number of Their
Highnesses and Sayyids of the Royal Family,
Their Excellencies the Heads the State and Al
Shura Councils, Their Excellencies the Ministers
and Advisers Commanders of the Sultan's
Armed Forces & Royal Oman Police, Honorable
Members of the State & Al Shura Councils, Their
Excellencies the Undersecretaries, Heads of
Diplomatic Missions accredited to the Sultanate
and a number of members of the Judiciary
Authority and Senior Military and Civilian Officers.

The Festival began immediately upon the arrival
of His Majesty the Sultan whereas the Royal Guard
Music Band played Royal Anthem.

The Festival included six runs five of them devoted
to the Pure Arab Horses and one run for the Cross-
bred Horses.

First Run

In the First Run named [Muscat Governorate Race
for Pure Arabian Horses for a distance of 1100
meters] the horse Faz of the Royal Cavalry ridden
by the Equestrian Anas bin Salem Al Siyabi came
in the first place, the horse Atheer of the Royal
Cavalry ridden by the Eguestrian Al Mutassim
bin Saeed Al Balushicame in the second place
while the horse Qadeer ridden by the Equestrian
Hamad bin Mubarak Al Wahaibi came in the third
place.

Second Run
In the second half called [Musandam Governorate

Race for the Cross-bred horses for a distance
of 1600 meters] the horse Zain Shamardal of the
Royal Cavalry ridden by the Equestrian Asaad
bin Ali Al Sivabi came in the first place, the horse
Atlantic Breef of the Royal Cavalry ridden by the
Equestrian Yasser bin Jamil Sunaidi came in the
second place while the horse Amartis Roadshow
ridden his owner Faisal bin Abdullah Al Mazroui
came in the third place.

Third Run

This run called [ Al Sharguiyah South Governorate
Race for Pure Arabian Horses fora distance of 1600
meters] allocated for the top rated horses during the
Race Seasons 2012/2013, the horse Mitcho Blue
owned by Sheikh Mohammed bin Saud Al-Khalili
and ridden by the Equestrian Hamoud bin Hamad
Stone came in the first place, the horse Chenkatk
owned by Mahmoud bin Mohammed Hashmani
and ridden by the Equesirian Amer bin Salem
Ghonaimy came in secnd place while the horse
Chris Sawa owned by Khalid bin Mohammed bin
Khosrjsman and ridden by the Equestrian Maher
Bin Juma Al Balushi came in the third place.

Fourth Run

In the fourth run named [Dhofar Governorate Race
for Pure Arabian Horses for a distance of 1600
meters — Al Fijentry Trophy for amateur Equestrians
from around the world], the horse Djigoula of the
Royal Cavalry ridden by the Equestrian Raul Dejas
came in first place, the horse Skare of the Royal
Cavalry ridden by the Equestrian Jimmy Flynn
came in second place and the horse Wathiq of the
Royal Cavalry ridden by the Equestrian Ahmed bin
Saif al-Hadrami came in the third place.

Fifth Run

in the fifth run named [Al Batna North Governorate
Race for Pure Arabian Horses for a distance of
1100 meters , the horse Hashima of the Royal

o s =1 o BCEL

Cavalry ridden by the Equestrian Fahad bin Omer
Al Rahbi came in first place, the horse Al Kashif
of the Royal Cavalry ridden by the Equestrienne
Azhar bint Saif Al Wardiyah came in second place
and the horse Al Awam of the Royal Cavalry ridden
by the Equestrian Humoud bin Hamad Al Hasani
came in the third place.

Sixth Run

In the sixth and last run named [Hosn Al Shumoukh
Race for Pure Arabian Horses for a distance of
2000 meters — His Majesty the Sultan:s Trophy],
the horse Al Ashram of the Royal Oman Police
ridden by the Equestrian Hosni bin Mubarak Al
Hijry came in first place, the horse Vizier Dis Sayyid
Reyes of the Royal Cavalry came in second place
and the horse Keram of the Royal Cavalry ridden
by the Equestrian Anas bin Salem Al Siyabi came
in the third place.

Various Parts

The Festival Runs included various parts awaited
by those interested in the Equestrian Sports.
The most amusing ones were the Guns Towing,
Equestrian Skills and Display of a number of new
Beauty Horses joining the Royal Cavalry.

The Festival included International Teams
specializing the Equestrian Shows such as the
Dutch (Albiaf Traio) Team and the French Team,
the world champion in Horse Jumping (Alfultonj)
which performed exciting Horse Jumping shows
and Equestrian Shows for the Disabled,

The Festival included 3863 elements including
2578 participants, 1285 male and female students,
842 horses and 60 other animals.

The Festival also included many Traditional
Horse Arts associated with horses such as
the Horse Hempel, Al Tahurib and Al Razha.
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At the end of the Festival all participating teams
formed the Final Tableau. Afterwards, His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said delivered His Majesty's
Trophy to the Equstrian Hosni bin Mubarak Al Hijri
of the Royal Oman Police who won the first in the
6th Run. His Majesty delivered cups to the winners
of the first places in all Runs.

After the Royal Anthem was played declaring the
end of the ceremony, His Majesty’'s convoy left
Medinat Al Adiyat.

His Excellency MNasr bin Hamoud Al Kindy,
Secretary General of the Royal Court Affairs,
emphasized that the Royal Cavalry is privileged
with the concern and patronage of His Majesty the
Sultan, making it improve its performance levels
and played standards year after year.

His Excellency also said: “This attention and care
of His Majesty the Sultan is clearly evident in the
outstanding standard shown by the Royal Cavalry
Equestrians and Equestriennes during the Annual
Royal Festival honoured by His Majesty every
year".

Moreover, His Excellency said," His Majesty the
Sultan's personal interest in the genuine civilization
heritage manifested in Horses, Equestrians /
Equestriennes and Traditional Races reflected
positively during the local and international
participations, pointing to that what has been
presented at the Annual Royal Horse Festival
today, is a clear picture of this interest.

On the achievements of the horses of the Royal
Cavalry in the Regional and International events,
His Excellency the Secretary General of Royal
Court Affairs, stated emphatically that these
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Honouring the winners of Sultan Qaboos’ Prize

for Culture, Fine Arts and Literature

By Order of His Majesty the Sultan - may God
protect him, HE Sayyid Khalid bin Hilal bin Saud
Al Busaidi, Minister of the Diwan of Royal Court
honoured the winners Sultan Qaboos' Prize
for Culture, Fine Arts and Literature. The Prize
in Culture viz: Historical Studies, went to the
Researcher Dr. Mohsen bin Hamoud Al Kindy for
his book "Al Sheiba Abu Bashir Al Salmi”. The
Prize in Fine Arts viz: Drawing & Painting went to
the Artist Rashid bin Abdul Rahman Al Balushi for
his painting "Livelihoods”. The Prize in Literature
(short story) went to the storyteller Mahmoud bin
Mohammed Al Rahbi for his short stories “Hour of
Vanishing”.

Meanwhile, HE the Minister of the Diwan of the
Royal Court inaugurated the second session of the
said Prize devoted to the Discretionary Award which
is contested for by the Omanis and Arabs alike.
The Discretionary Award considers the overall
work of the candidate whether independently or co
- jointly. His Excellency announced the allocation of
the award for "Contemporary Thought” in Culture,
“Music” in Fine arts, and Eloquent Arabic Poetry in
Literature. The pursuers of the Cultural Activity in
Oman see that the inclusion of the "Contemporarv

Thought” and "Music” in the Prize, give it a great
progressive dimension.

His Excellency the Minister of the Diwan of Royal
Court then granted each winner a financial tribute of
RO 5,000 (Fifty Thousand Omani Riyals) together
with the Order of Merit for Science, Culture, Fine
Arts and Literature,

The event was witnessed by a huge number of
official and culture — loving people. It began with
a documentary film about the Omani cultural
position amid the Arab scene. In that context
this qualitative and quantitative level of the
Prize was produced. The Film an accounted
for the subsidiaries and conditions of the Prize.

Later on. His Excellency the Minister of Diwan of
Royal Court has said, " | have been honored this
evening to present to the winners His Majesty the
Sultan' Prize for Culture, Arts and Literature. At
first, | would like to congratulate the award winners
and wish success to those in charge of the Prize.
His Excellency then disclosed details of the next
session”. HE emphasized that the Prize among
the many outstanding and prestigious awards at

the Arab level, notwithstanding that this session is the
first one with regard the Prize.”

His Excellency indicated that the Prize is the culmination
of His Majesty's keenness on instilling the values of
competition between writers and intellectuals, in order
to sustain the cultural and intellectual activities as a
way of research and creativity in the fields relating to
this Prize, namely literary, humanitarian, social and
artistic, such as language, history, poetry, novel /short
story writing, music and other authentic sources of
knowledge. HE added that honoring of intellectuals,
artists and writers for their contributions, would be
an incentive for them to work harder to enrich our
intellectual, literary and artistic spheres.

HE Habib bin Mohammed Al Riyami - Secretary General
of Sultan Qaboos High Centre Culture and Science,
said: "Whereas culture represented as a whole in
the various sciences intellectual, cultural, artistic and
literary, has been the breathing - spaceldevice for
the civilized societies, the concern and attention of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said thereof has been
considerable and embraced a number of aspects that
serve humanity and the human intellectual product
wherever found.

His Excelency Habib bin Mohammed Al Riyami stated
that the attention in respect of the Omani intellectual
product is present in the memory of this dear homeland
andi comes on top of the priorities of the humanitarian
concemns of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, may
God protect him.

He explained that this Prize, which has been released
in its first session this year, came fully compatible with
the Royal approach and satisfactory to the aspirations
of those interested in the cultural, artistic and literary
affairs in order to make a qualitative progress in these
fields.

His Excelency Habib bin Mohammed Al Riyami then
presented another Documentary Film about the three
winners, apparently shot in many of their whereabouts.
For instance, Dr. Mohsen Al Kindy appeared deeply
absorbed in the books and research outside his
office, whether in Muscat or Bidiya, whereas storyteller
Mahmoud Rahbi was pictured in Muttrah, where the
events of many of his stories took place. Then, Rashid
Al Balushi appeared moving among his paintings which
details he was slowly and painstakingly documenting
by a camera.

_______
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Modest Gift
Mr Mohamed Bin Issa Al Fairuz, the Chairman of
the Exhibition Organizing Committee said: "“We
cannot say anything more than everyone has
seen of vital success of the Exhibition and the
achievement of its set goals. That has not come out
of nothing but came as a result of the concerted
efforts of the Government Authorities and Private
Sector Institutions. In this place, we can only thank
them for their support and cooperation which
fresh fruit we all have picked to day. Thank you
and our special thanks are extended to the Royal
Cavalry and Royal Camel Riders Squad, Police
Cavalry Unit, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries,
‘Omani Equestrian Association, Omani Camel
R?am Association as well as the Media Sponsor
ﬁf the Exhibition Oman Establishment for Press,
Publication and Advertising and all those who
participated and contributed to this Exhibition, The
Chairman of the Organizing Committee added,:"
From now on we shall endeavour to crystallize
interpret all the concepts and ideas into a tangible
reality to eqahta-usﬂrganlze the 3+
‘version during the

nextyear. Itis intended that the next Exhibition shall
involve highly developed and modernized aspects
that would boost its standard and quality. The
Chairman of the Organizing Committee concluded
by saying,: We hope that the Exhibition resembles
a modest contribution to the Equestrian, Camel
and Heritage Sectors pursuing the footsteps of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said who taught us a
lot with regard to give care and afttention to our
inheritance of civilization and the preservation of
Omani Identity.
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Royal Camel Riders, Omani Horsemanship
Association, Omani Camel Race Associaion,
Police Cavalry Unit, and the Center Award Sheikha
Fatima bint Mubarak's Arabian Horse Prize Centre
for girls as well as the Stable Equipment for horses
and accessories for the breeders of horses and
camels, Horse / Camel Riding Clubs and Training
Schools, Veterinary Products and Health Care
of horses and camels, Food Products for horses
and camels, Horse Boxes, Makers of saddles for
horses and camels, Stables Floors & Furniture
and Magazines specialized in the affairs of horses
and camels as well as Training Instruments horses
Care in the appearance of horses and camels
appearance Care and Amateurs/Professionals’
clothing horse sport and Drawing requirements.

Tangible Development

HE Sayyid Saud bin Hilal bin Hamad Al Busaidi,
Minister of State and Governor of Muscat patran
of the occasion, said,: “In fact, | am pleased
to inaugurate this wonderful Exhibition with its
various beautiful contents between horses, camels
and heritage, which make an integral part of the
heritage of our beloved country. It is noted that the
Exhibition witnessed a significant development
even though in its second version. We hope that
it shall receive more public and acceptance in the
coming days and wish success to all.

Second Day - Horse Beauty Contest
The Second Day Program included a set of events
heralded by Dancing Horses, Police Dogs Show
and Horse Riding, followed by the first local Arabian
Horses Beauty Contest of Oman. Six categories
reached the finals and the results have been as
follows. In the 1* Category for the One Year Old
Fillies, the Filly Zahwat Al Adiyat of the Royal

Cavalry came first and the Filly Balgis Al Adiyat of
the Royal Cavalry came second with (260) points.
In the 2™ Category for the Two Years Old Mares,
the Filly Tuhfa of the Royal Cavalry came first
with (249) points. In the 3™ Category the adult
Horses, Royal Cavalry Mare came first with (257)
points, the Mare Rafa of the Royal Cavalry came
second with (263) points. In the 4™ Category for
the Eight Years Qld Horses and above, the Mare
MNofa owned by Mr Salem bin Abdulla Al Araimi
came first with (268) points. In the 5" Category for
the Nine Years Old Horses and above, the Mare Al
Farasha of the Royal Cavalry came first with (262)
points and the Mare Atyaf of the Royal Cavalry
came second. In the 6" Category, Al Amhar came
first and Fattah Al Shakhoura came second. In
the 7* Category, Al Afhal owned by Mr Mashhoor
fhin Dawwod Al Asfoor came first and Fatouj came
second with (246) points Al Yaseer.

Tribute & Conclusion

At the end, Sheikh Saad bin Mohammed Al
Mardhouf Al Saadi, Minister of Sports Affairs
Minister patron of the festival honoured those who
obtained the first positions in the categories of the
championship as HE Dr. Fuad bin Jaafar Sajwani,
Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries honored a
number of other champiaons.

Precious Opportunity

His Excellency Sheikh Saad bin Mochammed
Almradwv Saadiand Sports Affairs Ministersaid:” In
the beginning, we thank the organizing committee
for putting together this wonderful Exhibition which
allows all to learn closely everything related to
horse and camel sports as well as heritage. It
also creates a valuable opportunity to introduce
everything related to horses and camels as a

genuine Omani Heritage since ancient times.
Moreover, we are impressed by the first local
Arabian Horses Beauty Contest of Oman through
which we have seen a range of beautiful horses
and enjoyed their authentic shows. Good luck to
all, God willing.

Telling Oman Story

His Excellency Dr. Fuad bin Jaafar Al Sajwani,
Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries said: “The
Exhibition tells the story of Oman and its
relationship with horses, camels and heritage
which have been highly praised through the ages.
We congratulate the organizers and the curators
of this beautiful achievement which, as noticed
has attracted different categories of the society to
draw nearer towards the contents of its pavilions.
We wish more success for all.

Third and Closing Day

The curtain came down for the International
Exhibition of Horses, Camels and Heritage (Asayel
Omaniyah) in its second version. The Closing Day
included events allocated for the Camels Sector,

Drawing Competition
20 Artists participated in the Drawing Competition
and managed during the three days of the
Exhibition to embody camels with high sense of
beauty reflecting the authenticity of this immortal
Omani Heritage in our beloved country. However,
the relationship of the Omanis with the camels has
existed since earlier times and cemented during
the Renaissance era and the royal attention of
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, Hence, the
Competition was initiated by the support of the
Royal Camel Riders Division in collaboration with
the Omani Society for Fine Arts. So, the 1st Prize
went to the Artist Youssef Bin Ali Al Nahawi, the

2M Prize went to the Artist Sami Bin Salem Siyabi
and the 3™ Prize went to the Artist Fahd bin Farid
Al Makki and the Artist Abdul Majeed bin Hakim
Baluchi was awarded an Encouragement Prize.
Jury Panel consisted of Mary bint Mohammed
Al Zadjali, Dr. Mohamed Tariq Abdul Fattah and
Ghalib bin Khamis Al Sinani.

Commemoration

At the end, the Patron of the Competition, His
Highness Sayyid Mohammed bin Thuwaini Al
Said, honoured the Top Artists, awarded incentives
to the other participats and commemorated
the Referees. The Royal Camel Riders Squad
then presented commemorative gifts to both the
Omani Society for Fine Arts and the Patron of the
occasion.

High Horizons

His Highness Sayyid Mohammed bin Thuwaini
Al Said, patron of the occasion expressed his
pleasure with what he saw of various camel
events. His Highness said: “The Omani camels
gave a superb performance and this establishes
for a real thing. It reflects efficient training and
proper exploitation. In fact, the Sultanate has a
precious and an invaluable treasure represented
in the Pure Omani camels. His Highness added:
“The follower of this Exhibition journey finds it very
short being initiated over the past year and today
it is produced in its 2™ version. Yet, the occasion
embraces high ambition and targets soaring
altitudes in order achieve its noble and lofty goals.
This in itself reflects the interest, attention and
familiarity of those in-charge of it. Thanks and
greetings to them for bringing their ideas

to reality and good luck and.

success fo all. -




The second International Exhibition
of Horses, Camels and Heritage

For three consecutive days, the second version
of the International Exhibition for Horses
Camels and Heritage (Asayel Omani), was
organized at the Oman International Exhibition
Centre by Vision Company for Exhibitions &
Conferences and Asayel Company for Press
and Publication. The opening ceremony of the
exhibition was patronized by His Excellency
Mr. Saud bin Hilal bin Hamad Al Busaidi,
Minister of State and Governor of Muscat in the
presence of their Highnesses and Excellencies
and Honorables concrned with the Horses and
Camels Sports as well as Heritage. The Second
Day Programme involved many events, the
most eye-catching of which highlighted the
Children Riding on small Horses and the First
Local Championship of Oman for the Arabian
Horses, organized by the Royal Cavalry under
and patronized by Sheikh Saad bin Mohammed
Al Mardhouf Al Saadi, Minister of Sporis Affairs
in the presence of His Excellency Dr. Fuad
bin JaafarAl Sajwani, Minister of Agriculture
& Fisheries and a number of interested and
pursuers of the horsemanship. However, the
third and final day (closing ceremony)was
patronized by His Highness Sayyid Mohammed
bin Thuwaini Al Said in the presence of a large
number of interested observers with regard to
the Horses and Camels Sports. Entertaining

“Assayel Omaniya”

enough, the closing events included parts
devoted to the Camels Sector such as Shaving
and various displays of camels, in addition to
the announcement of the results of the Camels
Drawing Competition which came under the
auspices and support of the Royal Cavairy.

Broad Participation

Exhibition in its 2™ wversion has seen the
participation of many government/non-government
organizations (institutions and the Private Sector
in the Sultanate in addition to GCGC, Arab, Asian,
European and American participations.

Several Pavilions

The Exhibition was divided into several sections:
the Exhibition Main Section, Arts Section (allocated
for adults and children drawings), Heritage
Section, Competition Stage and Camels Display,
Horse / Camel Riding Place for children in addition
to an Arabic Tent.

The Opening

His Excellency the Sponsor of the occasion, cut
the ribbon then toured within the sections of the
Exhibition and inspected all stalls and their various
contents. The Exhibition received a wide range
of participants including government and private
entities, particularly the Royal Entourage Cavalry,
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The poet Khaled bin Juma al-Daoudi was
crowned the first place in the field of popular
poetry while the poet Ahmed bin Salem Al-
Kalbani won the first place in the field of
eloquent poetry. These results were announced
at the end of the 8" Omani Poetry Festival
which concluded after poets filled the land of
Sinbad with the beauty of words returning to
Sohar its pioneering position in the field of
literature over ages. The conclusion day of
the festival, held under the auspices of His
Excellency Mohammed bin Said bin Saif Al-
kalbani Minister of Social Development, was
full of excitement as the poefs were waiting the
results of the competition. The poet Khaled Bin
Juma Al-Daoudi won the first place in the field
of popular poetry while the poet Ahmed bin
Salem Al-Kalbani achieved the first place in the
field of eloguent poetry. In the field of eloquent
poetry, the poet As-Shaimaa bint Awad Al-
Alawi came second while the poet Abdulaziz al-
Amiri achieved the second place in the field of
popular poetry . The third place in the popular
poetry was won by the poet AbdulRahman
Alkhzimi and in the field of eloquent poetry
by the poet Ashraf bin Hamad Al-Asmi. The
poet Mohammed bin Ali Al-Awfi in the field of

|.|¢}r - d

eloquent poetry and the poet Omar bin Mubarak
Al Araimi in the field of popular poetry came
fourth. The fifth place in the field of eloquent
poetry was achieved by the poet lbrahim bin
Abdullah Al Salmi and in the popular poetry
by the poet Saeed bin Mohammed Al Shehhi.

Also honored by encouragement gifts

were five poets in each field

Itis worth mentioning that before the announcement
of the resulls the poet Ageel Al-Lawati delivered
a speech on behalf of the participants, in which
he commended the 8" round of the Omani poetry
festival in terms of organization and participation
thanking the officials from the Ministry of Heritage
and Culture for their exerted efforts to upgrade the
festival and their transparency and understanding
in dealing with the paricipants °~ notes. The
arhitration committee also delivered its speech
in which it thanked the organizing committee and
highlighted the criteria on which the evaluation
was based.

The inauguration
The festival was distinguished with the diversity of
its activities that included seminars dealing with

issues related to poeiry, poetic readings by the
participating poets involving competitors, guests
and honored poets in addition to shedding light
on the lives and works of some Omani poets
who influenced the cultural landscape in the past
and present. The 8" Omani Poetry Festival was
opened under the auspices of His Excellency
Dr. Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Futaisi Minister of
Transport and Communications. The inauguration
ceremony was also attended by a number of Their
Excellencies and those concerned with cultural
affairs. The evening began with a speech by
the Ministry of Heritage and Culture delivered by
Engineer Assem bin Mohammed Al-Saidi Director
of the Festival, in which he stressed that since the
establishment of this festival and the Ministry of
Heritage and Culture has struggled to bring it in
every time with new spirit, a different style and
renewed vision. He added that the festival this
year became interactive. The audience inside and
outside the hall of the festival were able to interact
with the poets by selecting their favorite poets and
poems through voting system introduced for the
first time. The festival alsc came as a result of
partnership between the public and private sectors.
Then, Sheikh Hilal bin Salim Al Siyabi delivered
a poem titled “the wvoice of glory” recounting
many historical events and Oman’s geographical
places. After that, the attendees listened to music
pieces played by Al-Wadi music band. Then,
the Yemeni poet Dr. Ibtisam Al-Mutawakil and
the Bahraini poet Dr. Alawi Al-Hashemi read
some of their renowned poems. At the end of the
evening, His Excellency Sheikh Hamad bin Hilal

Al Ma'amari Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Heritage and Cullure for Cultural Affairs presented
a commemorative gift to the chief guest.




Celebrating HM Atrri
People of Bahla mqké«__.@ ;

Loyalty and gratitude to the leader of the Oman
and its victorious leader His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said -may God protect him- the
field of equestrian and camels in wilayat Bahla
embraced a ceremony for traditional horses
and camels race ized by wilayat Bahla
represented by Bahla Horse Association and
participation ﬁf.aqmn clubs uf wilayats
in .
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The ceremony included several showings initiated
by the standing of participant horse and camel men
in one line and passing in front of the main stage.
Then, Participants performed art of Tohureeb
chanting traditional songs on the backs of their
horses. While, camel men performed art of Hempel
in a march of camels interspersed with traditional
songs. The riders showed their horse riding skills
bilaterally and individually with the display of a set
of skilled movements that impressed the audience.
The camel men presented a camel race which
highlighted their technical skills to ride camels.




To revive traditional games as part of Omani
traditions by presenting them in an exciting way
and coinciding with the national event taking
place in the willaya of Bahla, the activities of
Traditional Games Festival was held at the
show ground at Seih Al-Shamekhat in the
willaya of Bahla. The event organized by Bahla
Ciub came to celebrate the Royal presence
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said in the
willaya. It was attended by a number of their
Excellencies the Ministers accompanying His
Majesty the Sultan in his Royal tour to the
Governorate of Dhakillivah in addition to HE
the Governor of Dhakilliyah and number of
their excellencies the walies of the governorate
and traditional games funs. i

Some 60 youths took part in the festival competing
in four games which are Al-Yous, the fisherman, Al-
Qurei andAl-Arati. Bahla wall, Jibrin Caslle, Bahla
fort and Seih Al-Shamikhat teams participated in
these competitions. A number of traditional dances
were also performed during the festival. Bahla Wall
won the contest of Al-Yous traditional game while
Jibreen Castle team won the fisherman and Al-
Qurel games competitions and Seih Al-Shamikhat
team achieved the first place in Al-Arati contest.

At the end of the competitions, some famous
traditional arts were performed. Then, the festival's
organizing committee presented the game file to
their Excellencies the ministers.
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The Celebrations Square at Seih Al Shamikaat Royal
Camp in Wilayat Bahla, Al Dhakilya Governorate
witnessed the events of the Omani Singing Arts
Festival which was held by the Wilayats of Adam,
Manah & Al Hamra in continuation of the ongoing
celebrations observed by the citizens of Al Dhakilya
Governorate in welcoming the arrival of His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos in the Governorate. The Festival
was attended by Their Excellencies the Ministers
accompanying His Majesty in the Royal Tour.

More than 800 people from the Wilayas of Manah, Al
Hamraand Adam participated in this national epic by
drawing a public representation of traditional songs
including arts of Al Razha, Al Aazl and Al Taweeb
performed by the Omani Art Bands in a beautiful
national rhythm, Also poems in the love of His
Majesty and the country were recited. Equestrians
and Equestriennes presented a number of Artistic
Shows famous in the Governorate.

The Festival was commenced by entry of the
Equestriennes carmrying roses to greet the audience
and then a group of poets recited some patriotic
poems in celebration of the event. The Poet Yunis

Al Bousaeedi from Wilayat Al Hamra recited a
poem titled Bahla Fort and the lady Poet Maryam
bint Nasser Al Dureiah from Wilayat Adam recited
a poem reflecting love and loyalty for His Majesty.
A group of children presented rose banguets to the
guests. Then the artistic programs of the Festival
proceeded by displaying Al Taweeb art. This is one
of the old Omani arts famous in Al Dhakilya. Then
the Omani Traditional Art Bands from Wilayas
of Adam, Al Hamra & Manah came in to present
traditional songs in welcoming of the Royal Coming
associated and also to perform aris of Al Razha, Al
Rough, Hambal. Al Tarig and Al Wannah famous in
the Governarate.

Participation of Al Dhakilya women was well received.
Thereby, these women expressed their gratitude for
the achievements and services they have attained
got. The Bedouin women Art Bands performed
arts of Al Magayed and Abu Zalaf whilst the urban
women Art Bands presented the art of Yalkidza Al
Wailiyah. At the end of the Festival, the participants
formed the Final Presentation which embadied love
and loyalty for His Majesty the Sultan.
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THE OMANI SONGS FESTIVAL HONORED BY HIS
MAJESTY UNDER THE SLOGAN (LOYALTY & COVENANT))

In celebration of His Majesty's honour given to
honor festival the National Festival, the people
of Wilayat Nizwa and within the Royal Camp at
Seeh Al Shamikhat in Wilayat Bahla, presented
a national epic for Al Dakhiliyah Governorate
organized by Nizwa Club. This epic reflected
the highest sense of pride for this beloved
country with the participants dispersing
deepest love and loyalty to the blessed Leader
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

More than six hundred and fifty of the sons of the
state, men, women, old and young participated
in the programmes of this event titled "Covenant
& Loyalty" through various scenes waiched by
a number of Their Excellencies the Ministers
accompanying His Majesty the Sultan in His
Royal Tour in addition to HE Sheikh Governor
Al Dakhiliyah, the Honourable the President
of Mizwa Club, HE Sheikh Wali of Nizwa and
a number of Honorable Members of the State
Council, Their Excellencies Members of Al Shura
Council in Al Dakiliyah Governorate. The Festival
started with the arrival of the participating teams
together with the carriers of the flags who belong
to the Marchers of Nizwa Club and Private Clubs
Young Teams carrying flags of the Sultanate and
pictures of His Majesty and chanting phrases of
love, loyalty and pride for what has been achieved
on the good land of Oman.

Various Programmes

The Festival varied programmes and paintings
began with a poem recited by a female student
from Nizwa University. Then, the various Folk
Art Bands(9 in number), presnted a number
of paintings manifesting Faithfulness, Loyalty,
Gratitude and Belonging in addition to the Heritage
painting which tells the heritage and authenticity
of Wilayat Nizwa through the paintings that focus
on the Heritage of Oman. Nearly one hundred
boys and girls participated in drawing a painting
about the traditional legacies consisting of three
paintings a “Al Tahloulh, Al Taimima and Kassirat
Sah". Afterwards came the then held Final Painting
(Covenant & Loyalty) which included the art of
Al Maidan, followed by the art of Al Aazi which
is famous in Wikayat Nizwa. At last, the events
were concluded  Laser shows, namely: "Great
Meanings and Connotations .
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It is noteworthy that since 1987, the Fort of Bahla
has been included in the UNESCO World Heritage
List as a Cultural Sanctuary. This Fort was re-
opened to visitors after the completion of the
renovation work which lasted for more than 20
years. In this connection, the Ministry allowed the
visits on Thursday and Friday as an experimental

phase. However, people of Wilayat Bahla hope
that the Concerned Authorities shall activate this
tourist attraction in order to play its civilizational
and cultural role as an asset for the present
generations and a source of attraction for Omani
Tourism Industry.
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Inauguration of the Fine Arts & Handicrafts
Exhibition at the Fort of Bahla

A number of Their Excellenies the Ministers
accompanying His Majesty the Sultan in the
Gracious Royal Tour, attended the inauguration
of the Fine Arts & Handicrafts Exhibition at
the Fort of Bahla, organized by the people of
Wilayat Bahla in celebration of His Majesty
the Sultan's Gracious Tour in Al Dakhiliyah
Governorate.

The Folk Arts Band of Wilayat Bahla received the
guests and attendees with popular songs and
folklore dances folk. Then Their Excellencies the
Ministers and Attendees toured in the Exhibition
which included many pavilions and displayed
43 different Photographs, 43 Fine Arts Paintings
and 43 Panels of Postage Stamps equivalent
to the number of years the Renaissance. The
premises also had in display a Handicrafts
Exhibition arranged in cooperation with the
Organizing Committee, Bahla  Club, Bahla
Omani Women's Association, Public Authority for
Handicraft Industries represented in the Authority's
Department Al Dakhiliyah Governorate, Bahla
Porcelain Training & Production Center, Jabal Al
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Akhdar Rose Water Production Center and Smayil
Textiles Center.

The Handicrafts Exhibition had two Sections for
Men and Women:

The Men's Section included Silverware Industry,
Blacksmithing, Carpentry, Omani Sweets Industry,
Al Niyal Industry (characteristic to Wilayat Bahla),
Palm Leaves Industry Saviac, Fractures Splinting,
Copperplate Industry, Chests (Almandus) Industy,
Leather Tanning as well as modern and ancient
Pottery Industries. Then the participants gave
a live demonstration for a number of these old
traditional industries.

the Women's Section included a specialized corner
for Extract of Qils, Weaving, Spinning, Home
Accessories |Industry and Women Household
Reguirements.

The Traditional Folk Performances (Al Rzhat)
accompanied in harmony the guests while touring
in the Exhibition which was openfor three days.
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QURIYAT S

His Excellency Sayyid Saud bin Hilal Al Busaidi,
Minister of State and Governor of Muscat
presided over at the Celebration Ground at
the willayat of Quriyat the closing ceremony
of Quriyat Sea Festival in the presence of a
number of their Excellencies the Ministers,
Under secretaries and Members of the State
and the Shura Councils, Walies, and dignitaries.

The ceremony began with a speech delivered
by His Excellency Saud bin Salim Al Balushi,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Education for
Educational Planning and Human Resources
Development, and the general supervisor of the
Festival in which he welcomed the chief guest and
attendees. He also said that the sea has been
always a source of happiness, welfare, beauty and
peace. He highlighted the deep rooted maritime
history of Oman and the unbreakable relationship
between Omani people and the sea over ages.
He said that "we are in the presence of the sea,
we introduce ourselves through this festival” . He
added that the festival was an the idea proposed
by some citizens of the willaya of Quriyat that
was reflected and embodied in reality today at

EA FESTIVAL

the celebration ground. He also said that as the
festival came to an end this evening, he promised
to organize it annually. He thanked all those who
coniributed to its success. Then, the activities
of the closing ceremony of the Festival started
by a welcoming show performed by students of
Al-Ghadeer basic education school followed by
a visual presentation about various events and
activities of festival.

After that, the sons of the willaya performed an
operetta titled “Quriyat... originality and beauty
which included seven lyrical displays that
embodied loyalty and gratitude to His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said. The operetta also
reflected the love and pride of citizens of the
willaya of their maritime heritage. The shows were
namely the greeting, loyalty and gratitude, the
voice of the sea, the traditional art of Al-Mdema,
the art of Az-Zafah(weeding ceremony), and the
art of Al-Barah . Some of these lyrical shows were
sang by the famous singer Ayman Al-Nasser. The
closing ceremony of the festival was directed by
the outstanding director Nasser Al-Adi.

"

At the end of the ceremony, HE Saud bin Salim |
Al Balushi, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Education for Educational Planning and
Human Resources Development, and the
general supervisor of the Festival presented
commemorative gifts to His Excellency Sayyid
Saud bin Hilal Al Busaidi, Minister of State
and Governor of Muscat for presiding over
the closing ceremony and to Khalid Al-Adi the
Executive Director of Peace Friends volunteer
group for organizing the Festival at the end of the
activities of Muscat, the capital of Arab tourism.

It is worth mentioning that this festival was
organized by Peace Friends volunteer group
in cooperation with the Ministry of Tourism as
part of the activities of Muscat, the capital of
Arab tourism. The festival was inaugurated by
His Excellency Ahmed bin Nasser Al-Mahrazi
Minister of Tourism, who gave a speech in which
he stressed that this festival showcased the
originality and beauty of the Willaya of Quriyat,
and its relationship with the sea, noting that
the events and displays of the festival were the
outcome of efforts exerted by Peace Friends
volunteer group and all the citizens of the willaya.
His Excellency Saeed bin Juma Al-gezeli, the
Shura Council member and member of the
Advisory Committee of Peace Friends volunteer
group also delivered the speech of the organizing
committee in which he said that the willaya of
Quriyat organized the first sea festival to link the
present and future generations with the past . He
added that the festival came at the conclusion
of events and activities of Muscat Arab Tourism
Capital 2012 to support the tourism potentials of
the willaya and contribute in reviving tourism in
the governorate of Muscat in general.

The festival included several traditional arts and |
beach and sea sports competitions amid great

participation by the citizens of the willaya and & .

big audience of various nationalities. These
activities included beach sport contests such as
beach football, beach volleyball, beach handball,
cross country running, and traditional games.
Many athletes from the national teams in various
sports took part in these contests.

Some sea traditional arts troupes also played
some pieces on board of ships, and swimmers
and boats competed in races at various
distances. Races for different kinds of boats
were also organized.
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Ahmed bin Rashid Al-Fazari council member for
the northern Batinah representative mandate of
wilayat Saham stated in his speech of the organizing
committee that the idea of the festival came as a
gesture from the pesople of Saham to show some
parts of the maritime heritage of the people of Oman
who have managed to make a towering glory and
pride to all generations in the past, present and
future. The organizing committee of the festival
wanted through the slogan “"Our Maritime.. Glory and
Sovereignty” to remind people about the relationship
between the Omani and the sea. It is an etermnal
relationship pointing out here part of it where Omani
people of the coast are known for their love and
loyalty to the sea. The festival began providing panel
exhibition embodied marine life of the people of the
coast in the wilaya of Saham and daily practices and

their quest for livelihood, thereby drawing a heritage
picture with their beautiful and traditional vessels and
boats at sea carrying the Sultanate flags and pictures
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said - may God
protect him — 70 boats have been engaged in this
painting including Alshasha, a small sail homemade
boat made from palm leaves and connecting its
parts with ropes. Shasha is about 10 Feet long and
can accommodate two persons and used to catch
fish near the beach. Poets Khamis bin Abdullah Al
Zaabi and Matar Bin Khalfan Al Badi cited two poems
embodying past lives of the people. The festival
also included heritage pictures embodied past lives
of the people of the coast and their voyages for
fishing and trade accompanying this by maritime
arts like Ayalah art which is a collective art including
dancing and singing and comes as one of the most
important men folk arts. Madima art is another one
which is about sailors entertainment when they are
on the deck or on the coast where they practise their

Oskitls in playing according to traditions and system

:

inherited in its performance. Sailors on this type of
art gather in a circle led by Almasendo drum beaters
alongside with Ashobani art which also combines
work and leisure and practiced by sailors while they
are unloading their ships in port and is characterized
by three fast active rhythm where sailors a faltering
exquisite movement carrying some of what they
unloaded from the deck of the ship. (Tale of lemon)
was performed during the festival which is a famous
tale of Saham, where the the people in this painting
show how shipping of dry lemon was done using
traditional methods of whitening and leading on the
ship deck to export to foreign markets. The festival
also included boats racing which came in four rounds
and carried names of Omani ships. The first round
called (albodn) and the second round called (alhori)
and the third one called (Alboom) and the fourth

round called (Alsanbouk).

The final Painting was Al'lazi art which gathered all
participants in the various heritage paintings of navy
singing arts. On the sidelines of the festival a navy
exhibition was made which exhibited heritage things
such as ships, boats, and old equipment and fishing
tools used by fisherman in voyages and shipping
routes as well as providing an explanation about the
shipbuilding industry and traditional boats.

At the end of the festival, His Excellency Dr. Fuad
bin Jaafar Alsajoine Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries patron occasion honored sponsors and
participants in the festival paintings as well as
winners in the boat racing rounds. HE Sheikh Ali bin
Abdullah Al Badi Shura Council member of the wilya
and the general supervisor of the festival presented
a commemorative gift from the people of Saham to
Dr. Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries and another
gift to His Excellency Ahmed bin Nasser Mahrazi
Minister of Tourism.
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embodies the history of its marine and famous exporting of lemon in
paintings linking the present to the past

People of wilayat Saham have organized a maritime festival under the slogan “Our Maritime..
Glory and Sovereignty™ next to the historical castle of the wilayat. The festival was under auspices
of H.E Dr. Fuad bin Jaafar Alsajoine Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries with the presence of
H.E Ahmed bin Nasser Almaharzi Minister of Tourism H.E Sheikh Muhanna bin Saif Al-lamaki
Governor of North Batinah, and a number of Their Excellencies and officials and dignities and
local people of the wilayats of North Batinah. The festival was sponsored by Al- Bady Group for
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The Traditional Horse Sports Festival

The Horsemanship Field in Wilayat Bahla
embraced the traditional Horse Sports Festival
organized by the Omani Equestrian Federation
in Collaboration with the Bahla Horse Society
under the supervision of the Office Wali
Bahla and the patronage of His Excellency
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah bin Zahir
Al Hinai, State Counsellor, in the presence
of His Excellency Mohammed Bin Salem
Toobi, Minister of Environment & Climate
Affairs, number of Their Excellencies the
Undersecretaries, Advisers and His Excellency
the Governor Al Dakhiliyah, Their Excellencies
the Governors, Sheikhs and Dignitaries of the
Province and a large crowd of supporters and
fans who came to watch the various events of
the Festival.

The Festival provided a number of paintings which
blended with songs from the Omani Folklore and
the Horse Dances and were in full harmony with the
poems that poured like the most beautiful pearls to
express love to the country and the Sultan.

The Festival came in a new look with the
participation of 160 Riders from various states
and provinces of the Sultanate. Meanwhile, two
equestrians requested permission the Patron
of the Occasion to begin the show started,
followed by a welcoming tableau presented by
he Enthusiastic Band spirited associated with
the slow march of the participants and the passage
of the Equestrians in front of the podium.

The poet Mian bin Badr Al Mani recited a poem
about the Horse and Horsemanship, followed the

excellent female poet Bazghat Al Nur with a poem
full of passion and love for this country and the
Sultan, then came a poem by Mohammed bin Said
bin seven-Hinai.

The Enthusiastic Band continued to provide its
Omani Heritage concerts which were praised by
the audience along with the participation of the
Omani Folklore Band which performed the arts of
Al Rizha and Al Aazi. Afterwards, the participating
Equestrians displayed many skills such as Al
Ardha Run, Sleeping of Horses, Al Tahoreib and
the slow march of horses and equestrian picking
up of wedges efc.

Then Mr Abdullah bin Said on Horse Association
President of Bahla Horses Society gave a
speech in which he welcomed the Patron of the
occasion and praised the efforts made by the
Omani Horsemanship Association to upgrade this
sport and encourage the owners of the horses
and provide them with various facilities as well
as organize the festivals that contribute to the
promotion this sport.

Mr Abdulla also stressed that while embracing
this Festival, Wilayat Bahla is working hard to
produce it in an ideal form. He acknowledged the
cooperation of all the committees.

At the end of the Festival Engineer Khalfan bin
Saleh Al Naabi, Chairman of the Interim Committee
of the Omani Horsemanship Association, resented
commemorative shields to the Patron of the
occasion, HE Sheikh Wali Bahla as well as the
President of the Bahla Horse Society.
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Let us show you Arabian hospitality at its finest, where traditions and |eisure

blend seamlessly with world-class dining and the award-winning service of The

Ritz-Carlton. For reservations, call € 79-9666 or visit
ritzcarlton.com/albustanpalace.

L
¥ AL BUSTAN PALACE
Rirz-Cancrow™Homa
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and Neplux Al Mouri took the lead. However, on
entering the straight line of the Race Course, the
Hose | F Karha owned by Mr Ahmed Mohammed
Al Aardi and ridden by Mr Yasser Sunaidi strongly
pushed through from the back rows to compete
with the leading group, then took to make wider the
distance between him and the nearest rival to win
the 1st place. In the 2d place came the Horse Al
Mumayaz (the Distnguished) owned by Mr Saif bin
Mohammed Al Ma'amari and ridden by Mr Anas
Al Siyabi.Then the Horse Zalaan Al Nayif owned
by Mr Hussein bin Abdul Rahman Al Baluchi and
ridden by Mr Amer Al Rasbi occupied the 3™ place.

The Horse Mufajie (Surprize)

There were no surprises in the 3rd Run
devoted to the Pure Arabian Horses
for a distance of 1,600 meters and the real standard
of the event was clearly demonstrated through
the performance of the participating horses. The
Horse Mufajie (Surprize) owned by Mr Ahmad
bin Issa Al Baluchi ridden by Mr Anas Al Siyabi
could the win the 1st place, followed by the Horse
Lornivor owned by Mr Suhail bin Saad Mukhaini
and ridden by Mr Yasser Al Sinaidi in the 2™ place
Yasser Sunaidi and the Horse Aneef (Violent)
owned by Mr Mohammed bin Abdullah Maskery
land ridden by Mr Saaid Al Hijri in the 3™ place.

Palm Court

The Horse Palm Court owned by Mr Jaber bin
Saeed Al Maskari ridden by Mr Maher Al Baluchi
and with his strong performance, continued to
achieve advanced results in this season to win the
1st place in the 4" Run of the competition allocated
for the Pure Halfbred Horses for a distance of
1,400 meters. The Horse Ambailo owned by Mr
Dawood bin Ibrahim Al Lawatia and ridden by Mr
Al Mu'tasim Al Baluchi came second and came in
the 3rd place came the Horse Trust Dastan owned
by Mr Ahboub bin Mohammed Hashmani and
ridden by Mr Anas Al Siyabi.

The Horse Djlkan owned by Sheikh Tahir bin Saud
Al Khalili returned to his distinguished standard
bringing back the enjoyment and excitement of
the races. Djlkan came first despite the fierce
competition the the 5" Run of 1400 meters distance
allocated for Pure Arabian Horses. Then the Horse
Chris Sawa owned by Mr Khalid bin Mohammed
bin Khisrozaman ridden by Mr Mu'tasim
Balochi came in the 2" place and the Horse Sami
Almalmas owned by Mr Mohamed bin Mahboob
HashmaniriddenbyMrAamerAlGhoneimycame3™.

Bashayer Muscat

The Horse Bashayer Muscat owned by Sayyid
Hareb bin Hamad Al Busaidi and ridden by Mr Al
Khalil Al Neiry, presented an artistically wonderful
performance making him eligible to win the 8"
Run of 1,600 meters devoted to the domestically
reproduced horses. The 2™ place was achieved
by the Horse Jabal Al Jaffar owned by Mr Al
Muhannad bin Saeed Al Hashar and ridden by Mr
Hosni Al Hijri. The 3rd place was won by the Horse
Sabbah owned by Mr Sultan bin Saif Al Malki and
ridden by Mr Mu'ttasim Al Baluchi.

Commemoration

His Excellency Engineer Maohsin bin Mohammed
Sheikh Diwan, Advisor at the Diwan of Royal
Court, Patron of the occasion commemorated the
top winners in the 9" Race competitions.

His Excellency Abdul Redha Abdulilah Khoory,
Ambassador of the United Arab emirates to the
Sultanate honored the winners in the Cup of Her
Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak for Ladies.
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Royal Horses Race Club

organizes the 9" Race for the season 2012 - 2013

International and local participation and
follow-up experienced by Al Fulaij Horse
Race Course in the 9" Race Competitions
for the current season, organized by the
Horse Race Club of the Royal Court Affairs
under the patronage of His Excellency
Engineer Mohsin bin Mohammed Al Sheikh,
Adviser at the Diwan of the Royal Court
Affairs in the presence of His Excellency
Abdul Riza Abdullah Khoury, Ambassador
of the United Arab Emirates to the
Sultanate, a number of Their Excellencies
th‘e Ambassadors of the Brotherly and

Friendly countries accredited to the
Sultanate and a large crowd of the

- supporters of the Horse Races.

prevalled in the Omani Derby
1,600 meters distance through the
n of an alite of Pure Arabian Horses.

$95L

Hashimah of the Royal Cavalry lead
e start but to find competition
{Dahis and Arar. lhsanin
orses enter the straight line of
Horse Faz of the Royal Cacalry
he lead jointly with the Horse Billy Boyla
d by Mr Ahmed bin Abdullah so much
. create a fierce and exciting competition.
Finally, the latter horse of Al Marzouki ridden
by Mr Asaad Al Siyabi, won the 1st place. Then
the 2nd place was achieved by the Horse Faz
of the Royal Cavalry ridden by Mr Muttasim Al
Baluchi and the 3rd place went to the Horse Al
Muhallab owned by Mr Khalid bin Mohammed
bin Khisrozaman ridden by Mr Sam Hackot.
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Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak’s Cup
Twelve {12) Equestriennes from varic
of the world participated in Her Hrgi‘tnam Eﬂﬁrﬁa.
bint Mubarak's Cup (Ifhar) for the Ladies, led h)!z
the Omani Equestrienne Fatima Al Manjiah and

the run involved great competition between the
Equestriennes. However, the Ist place was wanhy'i
the Australian Equestrienne Nikita Maklein on the

Horse Qabas of the Royal Cavalry. The 2nd place
was achieved by the Austrian Hana Georankofa
on the Horse Mudallal of the Royal Cavalry. The
3 place went to the German Equestrienne Olga
Laznovska on the Horse Al Batraa of the Royal
Cavalry.

Dynamite

The Horse Dynamite owned by Mr Ahmed bin
Isa Al Baluchi caused a surprise in the 1st Run
Competitions devoted to the domestic horses for a
distance of 1,600 meters. Dynamite ridden by the
Equestrian Mr Muannas Al Siyabi, has clinched
the result of the Run in its favour. Eventhough
the Horses Naeemah, Gladiator and Al Jarih
had the lead during the 1* Run competitions,
Dynamite strongly pushed through and managed
to grasp the 1* position. The 2nd place was won
by the Horse Al Jarih owned by Mr Hamad bin
Masood Al Hijri and ridden by the Equestrian Mr
Hammoud bin Masoud Al Hijri. The 3rd place went
to the Horse Cannon owned by Mr Said bin Salim
Al Baluchi and ridden by the Equestrian Mr Maher
Al Baluchi.

Karha

The 2" Run of the Race was allocated for the Pure
Arabian Horses for a distance of 1,600 meters.
After the start, the Horses Zalaan Al Naylf Bulbul
Al Reef, Al Mumayaz (the Distnguished)
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I, Y On this basis the System can systematically select
P the Documents suitable for the National Memory
i, and Scientific/Historical Research. In this regard,

the Ministry of Environment & Climate Affairs has
established a Department of Documents under
Article 41 of the Documents & Archives Law,
~ which will be responsible for the supervision and
~ goordination of implementing the System in the
- Ministerial Divisions.

- In order to put this System into force, the
¥ ?"zbapamﬂant of Documents will coordinate with the
3 Q-v? Specialists in the National Documents & Archives

ey Ftuhuﬂl]rfﬂr training the concerned employees on
the ways aﬂmp!am&ntmg the various instruments

ﬂIassiﬂcatmn System is mainly represented in
ng out a way to identify quickly and accurately

ich are arranged in subgroups
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according to their resemblance or pursuant to
other criteria. CGancurrently, these elements are
caodified to facilitate access to them. The process
of Classification is also used in several areas
and applies to the types of documents and files
(reaching several hundreds in number) that are
returned to the governmental unit. Thereby, they
will be re-arranged within the Divisions according
to procedural methods, technigues and rules
made logically and gradually in the form of a
Classification System.

With the adoption of this scheme at the Ministry of
Environment & Climate Affairs, the Establishment
Project of a modern system for the Documents
Management at the level of entities governed by
the Documents & Archives Law, shall enter a new
phase related to the application of the Documents
& Archives Law.
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& Climate HAffairs and
National Archives &

Records Authority

approve the procedural instruments for the Private Documents
Management System atl the Ministry

His Excellency Mohammed bin Salim bin
Said Tubi Minister of Environment & Climate
Affairs has endorsed the Private Documents
Management System at the Ministry, in the
presence of His Excellency Dr Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Dawyani Chief of Documents &
National Archives Authority.

Subject to the approval of Documents & National
Archives Authority, the tables of the retention
periods and Classification System of the Private
Documents shall be accepted. So far, the work on
preparing these instruments has been completed
after passing through several processes and
having fulfilled the requirements of the Documents
& National Archives Law issued by Royal Decree
MNo. 60/2007, to be eventually approved by the
Documents & National Archives Authority. As stated
in Article 18 of the Documents & National Archives
Law, the Concerned Party is responsible of their
Private Documents untll its need therefor has
been satisfied. Also, each Concerned Party should
coordinate with the Authority for the preparation and
implementation of their Documentation System.
In this connection, the Authority has coordinated
with the relevant Structures and Administrative
Divisions in the Ministry for producing a nominal
list of the types of the Private Documents & Files
held in the Ministry with a view of accomplishing
the procedural instruments o initiate the tables
of the retention periods of the Private Documents
and their Classification System.

The Documents Management System mainly
deals with preparing the tables of the Retention
Periods and Classification System of the Private
Documents after completion of the existing nominal
list of the Private Documents in the Ministry of
Environment & Climate Affairs. These procedural
instruments represent the basic foundation for
building a contemporary modern system according
to the internationally recognized specifications and
standards adopted in this field i.e. a system based
on the Registration, Classification and Codification
of Documents according a Classification System
designed purposely for their specification and
easy reference. This system can also be built
and implemented for dealing with the Documents
since their inception and through their different
stages, which will help to codify all the damaged,
misplaced and transferred Documents on one
hand, and consider their Retention Periods on the
other hand.

The said System can be built and applied in all
the Administrative Divisions. It is mainly meant to
reorganize the currently used Documents, allow
speedy access to them and their retrieval easy as
well as sustain the success of the administrative
work, It also ensures positive production on

one side and proper conservation and security

of the Documentation on the other. That will

help to improve and raise the standard of the
Management and preserve the rights and interests

of the individuals and society.
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Authaorities’ Collectve Documents and Tables of
their Retention Periods, in coordination with the
relevant Administrative Authorities. Such System
shall be issued vide a Ministerial Resolution after
approval of the Council of Ministers “. Thus the
work teams formed of the Concerned Authorities
engaged in preparing a combined system of the
Documents of identical / closely related in nature
and circulated within these entities.

Al Mahrougi added "With your efforts and
cooperation as well as the joined work teams and
the continued support, the Collective Documents
Classification System and Tables of Retention
Periods have been issued vide the Resolution
MNo. (2/2012) dated 19 May 2012 of His Highness
Sayyid Haitham bin Tarig Al Said, Minister of
Heritage & Culture Chairman of the Authority’s
Board of Directors under, following approval of the
Council of Ministers during its session held on 17
January 2012 and published in the Official Gazette
No: 974 dated 26 May 2012. "

Then HE Dr. Hamad bin Mohammed Al Duwaiyani,
Chief of Documents & National Archives Authority

gave a presentation on the development and
application of the Documents Management
System for the Documents held by the Concerned
Authorities. Through that presentation, he
explained the general concept for the Management
of Documents and types of the public Documents.
He also spoke about the stages of the Collective
Document Management System, which included
the formation of a Steering Committee, Working
Groups, Working Teams as well as Preparation of
Procedural Instruments Mechanisms, Preparation
of the Classification System and Preparation
of tables of Retention Periods. Afterwards, His
Excellency referred to the systematic application of
the Documents Management System by formation
of a Supervisory Committee and Working Groups
for the application of the System, training the
Documents Department Employees, training
Holders of Documents and Files and follow-up
mechanisms for the application of the System.

Then the Patron of the occasion HE Hussein bin
Ali Al Hilali, the Public Prosecutor inaugurated
the Website of the Authority and the Collective
Documents Management Consolidated System as

well as he commemorated the participants in the
preparation of this System.

The Authority has prepared an integrated
working methodology for establishing the
Collective Documents Management System.
This methodology is based on a number of
practical steps beginning with training of the said
working teams on a mechanism for detecting
the Documents and Files of the Administrative
Divisions in which they work. That is attained
by studying the tasks and responsibilities of
the Organizational Divisions as well as the field
detection with regard. the Files and Documents
of the concerned Administrative Divisions

The System has continuously been correlated
with the Governmental Units that participated
in its setup as well as with a number of other
Governmental Units which in turn, expressed
their opinions on a number of Files as per
their classification or adjustment of the rules of
their entry in the Tables of Retention Periods.
Subsequently, all these reflections have been
considered by the Authority. In this respect, a
large number of comments received have been
replied and the most important aspects have
been modified. Ultimately, the final version of the
tools procedural instruments of the Document
Management System has been raised to the
Council of Ministers which in turn distributed
the same to the Concerned Authorities for
consideration. And that comes in compliance
with Royal Decree No, G60/2007 issuing the
Documents & Archives Law, which provided
for the preparation of a Collective Documents
Management System for all the Concerned
Authorities.
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Documents & Notiomol
Archives RAuthority

Celebrates the inauguration of Collective Documents
Classification System, Tables of Retention Periods and Website

On Tuesday morning and following approval
of the Council of Ministers, the Documents &
National Archives Authority inaugurated the
Documents Classification System shared by
the Concerned Authorities, Tables of Retention
Periods and the Website, under the auspices
of His Excellency Hussein bin Ali Al Hilali,
the Public Prosecutor. His Highness Sayyid
Haitham bin Tarig Al Said, the Minister of
Heritage and Culture Minister and Supervisor of
the Documents & National Archives Authority
has issued the Ministerial Resolution No.
(2/2012) regard ing the Combined Documents
Classification System and Tables of Retention
Periods.

YOUR FIRST
AND MOST
RELIABLE

At the beginning of the ceremony, Mr.Yagoob bin
Salem Al Mahrougi, Assistant Director Department
of Follow-up & Technical Support spoke on behalf
of the Authority saying: "Our Government led by
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, gave great
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attention to Documents and Archives as convinced
of their importance of national and strategic
importance in preserving the Mations' Heritage
and the elements of their progress. They constitute
a rich memory for containing knowledge, ideas,
decisions and inferences documenting movement
of the national work. That has reached topmost
point by promulgation of the Royal Decree No.
(60/2007) issuing the Documents & National
Archives Law.

He also said "Since the first day of its stablishment,
the Documents & Mational Archives Authority
embarked wupon finding a comprehensive
modern system for managing these Documents
and Archives in collaboration with the various
Governmental and Private Organizations in the
country pursuant to Article (18) of the said Law
as amended by Royal Decree Mo. (62/2008)
specifying that: " The Authority shall produce a
consolidated system for classifying the Concerned
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The Tourism- Craft Festival at
Nakhal Fort

Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCl) - Rustaq branch organized the
tourism- craft festival at Nakhal Fort with the
participation of the Ministry of Tourism, the
Public Authority for Craft Industries, Omani
women's associations at the Governorate
of South Batinah and a group of artisans
and traditional arts troupes.

The festival was opened under the auspices of HE
Sheikh Hilal bin Saeed Al Hajri governor of South
Batinah. It aimed to activate the contribution of
the chamber in promoting tourism sector in the
Governorate of South Batinah, to support and
encourage Omani craftsmen.

Said bin Saleh Al-Kiyumi member Board of Directors
of OCCI and Chairman of its branches in Sohar and
Rustaq said that Governorate of South Batinah is
one of the most important tourist destinations in
the Sultanate due to its historical landmarks and
touristic sites including forts, castles, water springs,

, - wadies, mountains, and old sougs. He added that:

in view of that, the idea of organizing a touristic and
craft festival emerged from the economic committee
of OCCI branch in Rustaq to coincide with the
Sultanate’s celebrations of the 42" National Day.

Craft industries

The festival showcased in its days a variety of craft
industries such as silver works, frond-leaflets works,
pottery, frankincense, rose water distillation , and
making of Omani Halwa. Also, various traditional
arts were also displayed during the festival. The
organizing committee was keen to involve all
willayas of the governorate of South Batinah and
establishments of public and private sectors.

Tourist groups

The festival was visited by various tourist groups
from different parts in the world who came through
specialized tourism agencies in coordination with
the Ministry of Tourism. Around 400 tourists visited
the festival in its first day in addition to a visit by
a group of school students and visitors from other
governorates in the Sultanate.

Great satisfaction

The tourists expressed their delight to visit the festival and see various Omani craft industries preserved
and developed by Omanis. A tourist from Canada said that the festival was amazing especially being
held in this historical fort adding that it was also a great opportunity to know the Omani craft industries
and ways to make them. Another tourist, Alfred from the United States said that the event was great and
that he was delighted to see the Omani traditional arts and craft industries products.

A couple from Germany also said that they enjoyed very much the visit to the festival. Fawziya bint
Abdullah Al-Salhi and Niydhal bint Ahmed Al-Ma’wali who visited the festival along with a group of
school students found it informative that helped them in their study adding that it was a great opportunity
for visitors in general and students in particular to acquaint themselves with Omani traditional arts and
craft industries. Ali bin Khaled Al-Na’'bi also enjoyed the exhibits in the festival that proved the care
accorded by Omanis to heritage.
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HANDICRAFTS

hold two exhibitions in North A Batinah and North Al Sharqgiyah

% e
T

Handicrafts Exhibition organized by
the Department of Handicrafts in North
Al Batinah under the patronage of His
Excellency Sheikh Muhanna bin Saif Al
Lamki Governor of North Al Batinah in the
presence of Senior officials and Directors
of Governmental & Civil Departments
as well as a number of those interested
Handicrafts and citizens. The three days
Exhibition included a range of the famous
Crafts in the Sultanate’s Governorates
which were displayed and explained
in a way manifesting their continuity
and survival until today. In this regard,
HE Sheikh Muhanna bin Saif Al Lamki
Governor Of North Al Batinah and Patron
the occasion emphasized the importance
of promotion and marketing for the Craft
Industries through the organization of
such exhibitions that highlight these
industries in the Sultanate in general
and the province of North Al Batinah in
particular. His Excellency added that the
displayed craft products have quality
as they are made by some artisans who
inherited this profession from parents and
grandparents. With uninterrupted support
and training and due to the attention of His

Wilayat Sohar embraced a WNational

Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said and the
vigorous efforts of the Public Authority
for Craft Industries and its departments
distributed in a number of the Sultanate’s
governorates, these industries

became perpetual and deeply rooted.

The event began with a welcoming poster
for Al Thabiti Basic Education School
representing Handicrats and the importance
of the tremendous cultural heritage of the
Sultanate and the relationship of the Omani
individual with these legacies. Then the
Governorate's Department of the Handicrafts
presented a visual demonstration about the
various crafts and the Department's role
in supporting the artisans, exploiting their
potential and refining their skills and abilities.
Also the role undertaken by Department to
activate the Bone Sculpture Center in Wilayat
Bidiya, Dagger & Silver ware Center in Snaw

District and Palm Leaves Production
Center in Wilayat Wadi beni Khalid Saviac
production mandate and WadiBani Khalid.
Afterwards, HE Sheikh Governor of North
Al Shargiyah Patron of the occasion,
inaugurated the exhibition which aims
to marketing of the Omani Handicraft
Products, disseminating such culture in
the community, highlighting the creations
the young Craftsmen in the provinces
of North and South Al Shargiyah and
Al Wusta Governcrate in additions to
the creations of those associated to
the Training Centers in the Provinces
and defining the role of the Department
of Handicrafts in North Al Shargiyah in
promting various craft industries, methods
of developing and marketing them.

The Exhibition included colorful and
multiple exhibits the many environments

of the Sultanate, to form a rich civilization,

cultural, social and economic heritage
for the generations on a wide range
of industries representing the urban,
Bedouin and coastal and mountainous
environments. The Exhibition also
included a live presentation for a number
of Handicrafts Stalls such as the Dagger

G
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Corner, Silverware industry and Bone
Sculpture Corner, Palm Leaves Industry,
Woodwork and Pottery, Incense Corner,
Aromatics industry, Cotton Textiles, and
Wool Fabrics.

The Exhibition within the endeavours of
the Public Authority for Craft Industries
for familiarization with Handicraft Industry
and the Sultanate’s richness of handicrafts
and craftsmen as well as the role played
by the Training & Production Centers in
the relevant areas of specialization and
training young cadres on these works with
a view of developing the same to achieve
their continuity and preserve their Oman
Characteristics
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Win all Omanis

He Mukarram Sheikh Saud bin Saeed Al-ghufili
President the Omani camel racing that hybridize
Sultanate win Cup and gold and two bronze medals
is the culmination of the Omani all hybrids and its
achievements and its great history in the racing world.
The Al-ghufili expressed happiness of achieving this
feat and said that what has been achieved is a win
for all Omanis, and God willing, were soon to develop
sport camel in Oman and make it achieve more
achievements and win titles.

Faor his part, Khamis bin Salim Al Junaibi owner Pulley
(Sultanate) expressed his happiness of winning, he
said Pulley Sultanate has a lot of achievements in the
Sultanate and the level of the Gulf, said it had won
five cars at them a car in the field Marmoum Dubai
and here check Gulf Cup in Kuwait, to confirm so
winning and maturity.

And strain Pulley (Oman) Junaibi said that the
Sultanate descend from Nasi laboratory strain and
her mother Nada from camel owners Sheikhs in the
Emirates strains described achievements.

Jenaibi said: Dedicate win to His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said, may God protect him, and a gift for
all the people of Oman.

Thefirst day of competition the Gulf Cup Championship
had been allocated for the GCC citizens sons was
held 10 games.

The second day concluded tournament where the
competition was to hybridize Senate where he has
been held in 8 games Djadan and Bakar.

Has been able to hybridize the presidency of the United
Arab Emirates to gain the liomys share by winning
5 cups and gold medals and other through implicit
Ali bin Jamil Wahaibi Presidential implied hybrids.

In the conclusion of the second Gulf Camel Cup in
Kuwait the Sultanate Camels achieves Lagaya Cup
and Golden and bronze medals.

The sultanate camels won cup and two golden
maodels in the competition of camel:s championship
in its second addition which was held in Kuwait.
The prize was won by «Al Sultana» which achieved
Lagaya cup and golden model while Marziynah
got one bronze. Sheheen camel won one bronze.

The championship was concluded with the attendance
of Honourable Saeed bin Saud Al Ghafaili, Chairman
of Oman’s Federation for Camels competitions,;
number of Their Excellencies from wvarious GCC
counties in addition to a group of committees and
Federations members and numerous camel sportfans.
During the conclusion eeremony, heads of federations
and Gulf commiittees of camels exchanged gifts and
commemorative blinders.

Victory for all Omanies The Honorable Chairman of
Oman "s Federation for Camels competitions stressed
that winning of the Sultanate the medals is a crowning
for all the Sultanate’ s camels, achievements and its
history in races world.

Al Ghufaili expressed his pleasure for this
achievements and said that whatever been achieved
is a victory for all Omanies. He added that are seeking
to develop camel sport in the Sultanate.

From his side, the owner of « AlSultana» expressed his
happiness for the winning and said that «Al Sultana»
has a lot of achievements on the level of the Sultanate
and Gulf. He said that it won five cars on both levels.

Al Gunaibi said that | present my victory to His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos and for all citizens of the Sultanate.

The first days of competitions were designated for the
citizens of GCC and 10 rounds were held.

The second day, the championship was concluded. it
was for Sheikh camels in 10 rounds.

Al Riasah camel of UAE could win 5 cups and two
golden medals and others.
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At the conclusion of the Guif Cup for the
second interbreed in Kuwait Hybrids Sultanate
check the Allgaya Cup and a gold medal and
two bronze medals In the registration ofnew
historical won hybrids Sultanate Cup and a gold
medal and Madlitin bronze in Championship
Gulf Cup jockeys edition of the second and
held in Kuwait for two days, and through
the roller (Sultanate) to Khamis bin Salim Al
Junaibi and that got Cup Allgaya and Meddleh
gold, while adding a satisfactory sacrificed bin
Saeed Alaojse Bronze age the Bakkar Ahadjaaj,
Shaheen concluded the achievements of the
Sultanate of owner Hamad bin Mohammed bin
Salim Al Wahaibi when he won the bronze age

Ahadjaaj Jadaan.

The second Gulf Cup concluded events honored
the presence of Sheikh Saeed bin Saud Al-ghufili
president the Omani camel races and the number
of their excellencies from various countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council in addition to a group of
members of the committees and unions and all the
legion of fans sport of camel.

During the closing ceremony, the heads of unions
and committees Gulf Balahjn, exchanging gifts and
commemorative shields.

The conclusion
Oof the Gulf Cup ¢




side the An-
nual Festival Events
for local camels race com-
petitions which , organized by the
Royal Camel corps of the Royal Court Affairs
in Wilayat Thamrait, milking competition was
held and 90 prizes were distributed to the win-
ners of top positions in all rounds. Many cam-
els of various categories took part in the event.
The amount of milk was weighed in kg in the
traditional way. The results were as follows :

Omani camels
In Al Bikar (young camels 1-3 years old) Category,
the camel Al Khashaba owned by Sheikh Musal-
lam bin Said Al Mahri came first with a milk quan-
tity of 13.57 kg, the camel Moazazah owned by
Mr Bakheet bin Mohammed Al Hamadiyah got
second with a milk quantity of 13.04 kg. and
the camel Samha owned by Mr Bakheet bin
Mohammed bin Bakheet Al Jahfali came third
with a milk quantity of 12.76 kg milk.

In Al Thinu (4 years old) Category, the first
place was achieved by the camel Zafeet
owned by Mr Suhail bin Salem bin Musallam
Tabuk producing 17.48 kg milk, the camels
MNajdah and Al Sahwa both owned by Mr Ahmed
bin Bakheet bin Omer Hamadiyah came second
and third producing 17.23 kg and 15.77kg of milk
respectively.

In Al Fiter (6 years and above) Category, the camel
Farha owned by Mr Manie bin Musallam Zabanout
came first producing 22.44 kg of milk, the camel
Madiha owned by Mr Bakheet bin Salem Al Ma-
mary got second producing 18.38kg milk and the
camel Walifa owned by Mr Naji bin Mohammed
bin Bakheet Al Misheikhi came third producing
18.06 kg milk.

AL Huzami Camels

In Al Bikar Category, the camel Aneedah owned
by Mr Mohammed Ahmed bin Mohammed Musin
came first producing 14.24 kg of milk, the camel
Majeedah owned by Mr Said bin Salem bin Mus-
allam Al Shashaie came second producing 14.21
kg of milk and the camel Azeemah owned by Mr
Said bin Khuwaitem Al Mashali got third producing
12.44 kg of milk.

In Al Thinu Category, the camel Dulkheet owned
by Mr Said bin Musallam bin Salem Musin (Wilayat
Thamraid) came first producing 21.97 kg of milk,

o

the camel Yahifeelah
owned by Mr Mohammed bin
Janazil bin Said Musin got second pro-
ducing 19.8 kg of milk and the third place was
won the camel Atbah owned by Mr Salem bin Mo-
hammed bin Saleh Musin, producing 17.67 kg of
milk.

In Al Fitr Category, the camel Al Khabla owned
by Sheikh Bakheet bin Fireih bin Shuwigil Musin
got the first place producing 24.97 kg of milk, the
camel Al Youdi owned by Mr Salem bin Abdulla
Al Rashdi came second producing 23.85 kg of
milk the third place was obtained by the camel Al
MNaeem owned by Sheikh Salem bin Suhail bin Sa-
lem Musin producing 21.11 kg of milk.

Al Dharayib Camels

In Al Bikar Category, the camel Al Awiya owned by
Mr Ali bin Salem bin Abdulla Al Rashidi came first
producing 17.16 kg of milk, the camel Mashoofah
owned by Sheihh Salem bin Mohammed bin Su-
hail Jidad achieved the second place producing
13.93 kg of milk and the third place was won by
the camel Al Shaikha owned by Mr Salem bin
Mohammed bin Bakheet Al Masheikhi producing
12.57 kg of milk.

In Al Thinu Category, the camel Khalwa owned by
Mr Mabrouk bin Ahmed bin Salem Al Shashaie got
the first place producing 18.96 kg of milk, the cam-
el Moadiya owned by Mr Usman bin Said Raafeit
came second producing 18.69 kg of milk and the
camel Al Sharafa owned by Mr Salem bin Musal-
lam bin Mohammed Al Shashaie came third pro-
ducing 17.57kg of milk.

In Al Fitr Category, the camel Hamra owned by Mr
Mubarak bin Mohammed bin Bakheet Al Shashaie
achieved the first place producing 23.14 kg of milk,
the camel Ghaneema owned by Mr L'Khuwidem
bin Salem bin Musallam Al Mashali got second
with 22.49 kg of milk and the camel Dulkheet
owned by Mr Al Naabi bin Salem bin Sihail Musin
came third with 22.16 kg of milk.
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The Mashbak of burga (the thread that connects
the burga®™ with the head which is usually red,
silver or gold) is plaited using gold colored threads.
Some women prefer to put additions of gold or
silver on the burga after the completion of sewing.
They put thin sheets of gold and silver in the form
of decorated stars and circles (called Huroof) . Al-
Aumdan are decorated connectors of gold and
silver placed between the burga and the Mashbak.

The production of one burqga takes around two

day work and sometimes less (without the addition
of gold or silver) and burka-making materials are
(thread - needle - scissors - and the storage box).
Making of burqa profession faces setback because
today's girls do not value burga as an integral part
of their costume as their mothers and grandmothers
continues to do.

by: Hamoud bin Salem Al-Riyami
Photos by: Harith bin Mohammed Al Harthy
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Omani nomadic life details have their own
beauty and charming. They represent the
authenticity and deep-rootedness that all
Omanis are proud of. The Omani Bedouin
costumes of women have connotations and
meanings stemming from the Arab values and
traditions.

Burga' (mask) is a main component of Bedouin
woman's costume which is a black cover
in the form of mask worn by women on the
face as a means of safeguarding honor and
sometimes as part of ornament and style.
The burga’ exists in some Arab countries in
various forms and different names. Bedouin
Burga' has several names, including: the
burga, Al-Nagbah, Al-Maqroon, and Al-Bagrah.
Women wear burga’ as a fashion and style
only, or to attract the attention of others, but
old women continue wearing it as a symbol
of decency and traditions . If they do not wear
burga’, old women will feel much ashamed and
embarrassed. Thus, wearing burga’ is very
common among old women.

Wearing burga’ is widespread in a number of

Making of Burqa

governorates including the Niyaba of Sinaw in the
willaya of Mudhaibi in the governorate of Morth
Shargiah. Skillful Bedouin Women there make all
kinds and sizes of burga’. It is a profession that
they have been able to preserve from extinction.

Production of Burga®

The Production of burga’ starts by buying a piece
of Indian-made fabric called (Shelah, or Khaljat al-
burga). One Shelah produces (36) burqas . After
dividing Shaila into small pieces, the process of
cutting and designing begin to make the burga.
It starts with making holes for the eyes, sewing
circles and plaiting the edges of the burga.

The internal transparent piece of fabric known as
al-|Batanh is stitched by black threads to prevent
heat or traditional aromatic dyes to the Khalghat
Al-burga

The materials or additions which are used in the
production of burgas are various. One of them
is nose stand(Ma'mad Al-Anf) which is made of
small piece of wood of date palm fronds that are
cut into small columns as per the size of the burga,
so as to make it straight at the top of the nose. The
same is done for all ends of the burga.
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PAUSE WITH SAIF AL HABSI

Pioneer of Charity Work in Tanzania

Every time | proceed to East African, | hear about Saif
Al Habsi and his great efforts in the field of Philanthropy.
Because of his high ambition, he has been able to cover a
vast area (200 Km) of Tanzania supervising and following
up more than 130 schools and mosques and other centers.

At Tandja Domestic Airport, he met me with his radiant face,
convinced with the blessing and grace of Allah and ready
to accomplish the responsibilities assigned to him. He was
beyond eighty years old and yet was skillfully driving his
car in a city crowded with people, vehicles, motorcycles
and bicycles. His literary joking and sense of humour bring
back a thousand of the stories and tales we have heard in
the Omani conversation councils and sessions since the
time afar.

He was telling me about everything seen whilst we were
wandering in Tandja, his hometown and even the birthplace
of his Omani fathers and grandfathers who had inhabited
East Africa since hundreds of prosperous years of history.

| asked him to tell me about this beautiful town while
wandering in its paths, roads and enriched farms, he said:
“Tandja lies on the Tanzanian North. Through its coasts
are near to the Kenyan border, it represents a wonderful
historical perception as one of the oldest settlements
along the coast of East Africa. It took its name Tandja
from the word Sailing or Coast in Swahili. However, the
historical references indicate that Tandja Bay has, for a
long time, been a protected area and haven for fishermen.
It had flourishing trade along the Indian Ocean and the
coast of East Africa. In 1631, it was inhabited the Omani
“Al Mazaria” Tribe which came to it from Mombasa while
its people were fighting against the Portuguese Invaders
at that time. It remained under their rule for a long time.
Meanwhile, “Tandja" and "Bangana” became the most
important commercial centers of ivory. It joined Zanzibar
in 1832 to fall within the rule of Omani Sultans of Zanzibar.

Saif Al Habsi added: “The area of Tandja is 27.348 square
kilometers (3% of the total area of Tanzania) and has an
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estimated population of 2 million people, of whom at least
300,000 people live in the center of Tandja but the majority
of them most people (small-scale farmers & ranchers)
settle in remote areas and the sprawling coastline. The rural
population live in their small domain depending on fishing
and cultivation while some of them join the crafismen in
the shipwright, salt production and coal industry.

This beautiful town is the second largest regional Seaport
in Tanzania and has a large number of beautiful tourist
attractions such as "Moa" and "Monza" sites and the
shallow bays and lakes, particularly the Bays of Wally,
Tandja, Mwambani, Kigumbi and Pangani Oshonju which
beaches are famous for coral reefs and vast sandy areas.

The town of Tandja is confined by a group of uninhabited
islands. Some of them have a long history and ruins of
ancient civilizations, for example: Islands of Olinge and
Tutin which now embrace some small houses and resorts.

About the resources and potential, he said: "This region
has fertile virgin lands with mangrove forests growing
along the coast. The tropical rainforests, however, form
an important part of the fascinating landscape reaching
up to the Osambara Mountains more than 2000 meters
above sea level and are famous for their biodiversity,
as the case is with the plant and animal rich mountains
of the “Eastern Arc” where the “"African Violets” known
in Germany as the "Osambara Violets", are grown".

Association of Integrity

When | asked him about this young Association headed
by him in Tanzania, he said: "Perhaps the most important
salient features of the Omani presence in Eastern Africa
is that humane and social attitude the Omanis succeeded
to establish along the African coast. That materializes in
the integrated building of those peoples not only on the
economic side, but also in providing funds to meet the
different needs of life. Yet, the Omanis made great efforts
in building the Omani and African people alike. They had

put education and religious knowledge on the top of their
priorities, regarding that knowledge and culture lead to the
real development of life if provided correcily.

To complete the combination as required, volunteering has
obviously been the initiative to stimulate civil as well as
government efforts both in Africa and Oman to undertake
major projects in various parts of Africa, mainly by volunteer
efforts of good individuals, representing the International
Association or Society of Integrity. Their supreme goal - as
noted earlier — was to develop the entire African Society
without discrimination between citizens of Omani or African
origin. Therefore, their efforts were crystal clear”.

About the Association's objectives, he said: "The top
of these objectives is rather to spread the profound
awareness of the Islamic Religion everywhere and call to
the path of Allah by enlightening Muslims with their religion
and cooperate with the rest of the Islamic Organizations
in assisting the needy and the destitute in the light of the
Quran Verse, (and collaborate for achieving Reverence
and Piety). The Association also seeks to provide social
and charity services and help the poor, needy and orphans
by stimulating performance Zakat and alms and assist in
delivery them to the legitimate beneficiaries, in addition to
establishing charitable projects which proceeds are used
to help the poor, needy, orphans and students and to
ensure apprentice training for the needy poor and orphan
children.”

He added: "As mentioned above, the most important
cbhjectives of the Association is to disseminate awareness
with regard to the correct behaviors, customs and
traditions of Islam and urged Muslims to uphold the Islamic
mannerism, bring up children on the example set by the

Prophet, encourage and facilitate marriage among young
people for building the happy Muslim society, eliminate
obnoxious and extraneous customs and traditions harmful

to the Islamic society, encourage learning Quran and the
establishment of Quran Schools, urge Muslim women to
know the correct teachings of Islam as well as their rights
and responsibilities and encourage women's interest in
science and culture, in addition to call to follow the path
of Allah, take care of new Muslims, issue and promulgate
Brochures and Researches prepared about Islam”.

Assembly Services

About the most impartant achievements of the Association
in Eastern Africa, he said;" Thanks to Allah, we have
accomplished many achievements over the past years
which had significant impact along the Coast of Africa.
These include opening of schools specialized in teaching
the Quran and the Arabic language (reading and writing)
for the non-Arabs, building and repairing mosques,
providing all tools and equipment they need drilling wells to
serve the mosques and houses adjacent to them, building
Istamic Institutes, provide the Koran and Hadith books and
distribute Zakat to the beneficiaries (who are a lot)".

He added: "The Association also provides textbooks,
other supplies and health services. It assesses courses
of sewing, contributes in building houses for families
in need, arranges marriage of unable young people |
providing dowry and related items). Last but not least, it
provides other seasonal activities such as Ramadan Iftar
(breakfast) and Eid clothes, takes care of the disabled,
meets the need of the orphans in all respects and improve

the standard of living for poor families by providing means
Cine)
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for production and pay the debts for some families”. )
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site, shows that this product was the primary crop
in northern Oman since that time.

Salut: Archeological Findings

The excavations have unearthed many significant
archeological objects, a number of which are
displayed in the Museum of the Frankincense Land
in Salalah. Some findings, however, are connected
with the Early Bronze Age tomb. The large amount
of the revealed artifacts; Pottery Vessels (some of
them with engraved snakes), Bronze Snakes (used
as votive objects), Bronze Ladles and a Bronze
Pot, are considered a proof of the importance of
the site for very long period. In the 2009 campaign,
a seal (proof of an administrative organization)
and a fragmentary incense burner, were found in
the Bronze Age tower.

During the 2009 2™ Season, the Italian Expedition
excavated three tombs dating to the 3™ Millennium
B.C. The excavation of the third tomb rvealed that
ithad been recurrently used over a considerable
period of time. The original 3rd Millennium tombs
appear to have been largely renovated and the
area on the highest point on the mountain had
been repeatedly used until the 2nd Millennium
BC. However,The date of the later constructions
is indicated by pottery and stone objects found in
the tombs suggest another succeeding period of
reconstruction in addition to that these objects were
of a type not previously well known in this part of
Oman. That has been an important discovery and
will further develop the studies that investigate the
events of the transitional pierod from the Bronze
Age to the Iron Age in the region approximatly
4000 years ago. It is worth noticing , however, that
this same location continued to be used till the
Iron Age when the earlier Bronze Age tomb had
collasped. On the remains of the ancient tombs,
the ruins of a small shrine from the lron Age has
been found. This comprises a levelled ground on
which six circular columns covered with gleaming
white plaster, were erected.

This monument which would be clearly visible from
Fort Salut, is so far unique in the whole of Oman.

At the Bronze Age tower, west of Fort Salut,
the Excavations that begun in 2010 have been
extended. The site was first mapped in detail and
then the distinct archaeological remnants were
carefully excavated to reveal a material wealth
enabling us to tell the history of the site, starting
from its first construction in the Early Bronze Age
through the re-use of its central wall in the Iron
Age. In particular, the excavation of the three
metres deep ditch that surrounds the site has been
carefully traced and completed. The exposed relics
contain much Pottery and Stone Vessels. During
this season, the excavation, has near the top of
the ditch, also revealed a finely carved Stone Seal
originating from the Indus Valley. The Seal found at
Salut exhibits a bull and a short Indus Script yet to
be deciphered. The Seal dates to the second half
of the 3rd Millennium BC and completes the few
fragments of pottery (also of Indus origin) which
are found amongst the abundant local Omani
products, Two local Seals have also been found in
the same Bronze Age tower.

The Seal provides, therefore, a further indication
of the crucial role played by Oman in the
development of the ancient civilizations of the
Gulf, Mesopotamia and the Indus.

The excavation and restoration work of the ltalian
University Of Pisa Expedition to Oman is still
continuing under the supervision of the office of
the Advisor to his Majesty the Sultan for Cultural
Affairs.
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The significance that Salut has had in the
history of Oman can be seen in some historical
narrations. Such significance is manifested in
two interesting historical episodes whereas the
building of Fort Salut was acknowledged as a
symbol of oldness, firmness and induration. The
first episode dates back to the mists of time, to
be a witness of the antiquity and pedigree of
the site. As the myth goes, Prophet Suleiman
bin Dawud had arrived there during one of his
voyages. Although the site had been deserted for
centuries, yet it looked in a rather good condition
exceptionally. state of conservation despite the
fact that it had been uninhabited. The Eagle,
which was the sole inhabitant, told the history of
Salut to Prophet Suleiman.

The second episode, however, extended over
another period of time during which a battle took
place in the territory surrounding Salut, between
Malik bin Fahm Al Azdi and the Persians (Parsees).
As known, the victory of Malik bin Fahm in that battle
marked the beginning of the Arabic history of Oman.
Legends always have an historic base and Salut is
undoubtedly an evocative place, almost the essential
place for the beginning of the Omani history.

Salut: Excavations
Under the supervision of the Office of the Adviser
to His Majesty the Sultan for Cultural Affairs, the

B

Italian University of Pisa Mission to Oman, began
the excavations of Salut in 2004, Since then, the
work team has pursued a meticulous and cautious
strategy in the excavation process in fear of causing
any damage to the underground archeological
objects in addition to documenting a number of
sites dating to the following Bronze Age and Iron
Age (over two and a half thousand years time span,
approximately from 5000 to 2500 B.C). During the
2007 excavations, the remains of a circular Early
Bronze Age tomb (dating to the beginning of the 3rd
Millennium B.C) were uncovered. During the Iron
Age (1300 -300 B.C), Salut had been an impressive
fortified site, perhaps a place of worship. However,
two distinct architectural phases of the site are
recognizable. The first phase is represented by
buildings annexed to the outer wall. The second
one is characterized by a platform and terraces. It is
worth noticing that somewhere around the middle of
the 1st Millennium BC, the site was abandoned. An
Islamic village has been existing on the hill of Salut
since the 12" century.

Around Salut, several Bronze Age settlements may
be seen. There is evidence of using the Falaj system
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in that area since the very beginning of the 1st
Millennium BC. The main well (mother Falaj about
12.5 meters deep), is located 2.3 kilometers north/
northeast from the Salut Fortress. The Falaj system
and its use for irrigation purposes in the Salut,
establishes that this mode of irrigation had originated
in the Arabia Peninsula earlier than in other areas
such as Armenia or Iran. Moreover, the Archaeo-
botanic: studies show that in the ancient times, the
territory around Salut was fertile and well irrigated.
Sample examination presence of plants, is proved
by the tests carried out in respect of the indeginous
seeds and pollens proves the botanic diversity of
the area, tat is no more existing nowadays. Also, the
large amounts of the Date Palm stones found in the

N



Penned to perfection

For advertisingcall | To subcribe call For printing call www.omandaily.om

24 649414 | 24 649351 | 24649301 www.omanobserver.om




e lgsilos nloss AL 040 Jadsd dwlio diao oyl - ¥ Bjlably Slaglall dsflag (i) polsS¥l J| Jaeos!l dep
e gandly polaiYl ok Olod Jol o D)9 pall Ctil o BSIU Do byl deosl) 5T oy ieds I drgdll
Aubgll Olbgismlly 3l dia Fsis bio Jol oo Lanls 315 Ol 090 duale dogie 385 Jasll & jlyecal - dbsdnl
JAIS gugleibly absbl &0 § g0 B8 A Olpiill
wlacu ALE o Obly sasBs Cical allai dleu) ¥ psis Il Jasll dengie S e by dapds WLl of wuilly
Ul SN punddiy wassd 920 lelh Oldg bupandl SWMEL  deadld) SlslgzeYl oo slaxVly delondl 29,1 Jostl Tae e

tamylagmlg,sagﬁﬁa:;,ﬁruﬁmwjomm o o
oAkl ] s 6,50 Clse J) L pasdl oymn OIS oaul atjull ggpuo Lam
i oLy alall Joddly UL J5aeg (alokl) BEL  23lgb Wlia (555 O WY aiulydg & Jaghsall 62 g9 550 JS O
651 pldly joloe & lgio BIELYI (Sg9 dsio poyme § e B il S9mew Sl fu )W £ 9 pkag cdold o (5203
(S9A sl Silolsial el S5 e dxdgab] Wighl] (6 0,53 e bo J] BLEYLS ddiloml] 3,510
£ 9,50 1in (e (523,551 Wigh Lasl s digS ibs £3.ke
$9auiul 31)L ggpiiin pmlic lpias oo g

ol W dlass polie g3de GV ol e GLSI il ¥

50 Wudins (goiil) sl ple & dejluzhl Glpial Sigey  dilmall (gl 166 gass doghiie pad S 2 - 3
Gt G ALV pailasdl (g g sluahl 2 gleiSll puddl  lahaas ang Ayl Ol § lemaead @ Oeg 2] sk
ik Lo g g bl lis e Oséla)l Lgule 555, Ol jehall Al may ymilie A (CAUEL Ve s
sz Gsb § g olechl akall pakall jlaell g 35U (SYEL
A ylgadly &gl CLIELI

= —— ]

III,{,;g.l':f.f.i.ll a4yl Gromi

lpian gkl gl OIS lgple og 31 M) 35 Ol e
SLAS] @b suorly bbbl wie o, IS solas Se loga
Ligllae JMS Gy dipsll pglall e Jgaslly Sjlalbl
e gizal Olelyig Silioly Slaglas e 59 Ll dou pesldlad
lpesds Of dms pgiblS e W Wslind dysid jolas JM5 e
poo5] a8 Gl (e yhl el o 509’ cplalondy: lpaimaz,
shas¥l e e Oljle LSl Lo |4355 .daljilly dusgdsbl
oM Js W SBe OMS (e M6 Wi sfte pasll ¥
A pdldl Shlall fo Lo pk s

qaddl SIR G 8L Lalke dgdld) Llg )l Sideg W3
ol Sudadl ey J] asmi dld) dlg )l j9de O] Sus
bulgd e pali Al dmdlgll paul) pyd SIE Gl Ay LA
Je lapdy dluwlly 3dlg Jgadlly pgiladzmeg 8lgJl JloS diumas
&9l dylg )l ddluas lgade (A5 ) Yl

32 (§ahl) gsaddl fu il pg ik Lll sleel o Gugll O
duzbgll 5,511 Bade § Jhas Ales ilaaly cdeole SLLE Gudod

nBlaally SLLE oda e i gdlli

9l 4Ll £g piio Esnmi

J& Y G cdeghl @ilgl e (g9,d)) $edldl fo il pimy
8515 (e dage Lolgr Jaded 48 Djull @Usl e daal
dl 7 b pigede § 4 suu Bilall oda § Jalibly byl
A 6V BB e i o I S gl gsdidl Bl
5,515 obgll 0l 3l m O oy Lo Bag (obgll 8,515 Jadas
Ges Llylly daglall ep) g Blgy Jigg Jaded G Low
Sz ) etlgly dis Igmaw gl dagmico ol SluaY lgdile
Aygadll 3ilgll ody) lazys 5V duz 08 Dloglall U e
WOleY pam § Sl wlaiy inall jo,m Gludl 8,515 o)
dod Go Wt U tdsaddl Gyl Bis god digll drgi OIS
Earhe Gl lghios Lajlply San LIS § ddaug Loy b
ool ibgll sotull o deghl moslidl 4ol oaidl g,
dolgms 15 ¥ dbgizma plagll 8,5 15 AS Ol oV dgll &
Ayme by Sl US L] dsm Ao cdledl gal Vg (a3l
- OWLEL elol adddl gu bl g gphe d Josll 32 polews
Baliaza¥lg dpale Bjlezll - dealmll wnl 389 £ AL 8)l3)s
‘eaoleds 58V Olps e

reieimimiasieimis ;s
T
] i
i e
| —



44 - Designating E-mail for the Oral History
Project: In order to ease communication with the
persons nominated for interviews, researchers
and operators of the project in the Authority, as
well as to receive any comments, suggestions and
opinions from the public and observers of the Oral
History.

5. 4 - Distribution of the names according to the
economic fields and interests or geographical
sites: It is found find appropriate thatthe nominal
lists of the characters to be interviewed, must be
distributed by areas of their interest and according
to their available knowledge and information
(scholars, writers, judges, tribal leaders, farmers,
artisans and craftsmen, sportsmen, artists and
others) or geographically.

6. 4 - Coordination & Cooperation with
Governmental, Private and CivilAuthorities: For the
success of the Project, it is necessary to coordinate
and cooperate withseveral Governmental, Private
and Civil Authoritieswho have experience or
relationship with these topics, in order to reach
people and facilitate the task of working groups.

The mechanism for cooperation and coordination
exists in the following:

a - Address the Ministry of Interior (Their
Excellencies the Governors and Walis) and
acquaint them with (narrated)Oral History and its
objectives. One aspect cooperationis to provide
the Autharity with lists of personalities found to be
eligible for the interviews and instruct individuals
to facilitate the tasks of working groups and
cooperate with them.

b — Visits of theAuthority's work team to the offices
Their Excellencies Governors and Walis for holding
meetings with them in the presence of Sheikhs
and Dignitaries, with a view of familiarizing them
with the importance / objectivesof the Oral History,
listen to the views / proposals of the audience and
answer their questions.

7.4 - Media Coverage: The work in the Oral History
Project, should receive wide media coverage due
to the fact that represents a national project aiming
to preserve the Nation's Oral Memory.
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their writings having scrutinized and analyzed
them. This was the way followed by the historians
known for their objectivity and impartiality.

Often, we come across phrases including but
not limited to: We have been told by someone..
Someone mentioned that ..etc.

The orally narrated storyhad a prominentplace in
the Islamic heritage, where the roots goes back to
the men who told Al Hadith Al Sharif (the Prophet's
speeeches) and had a clear vision clear based
on certain criteria like their beliefs, acceptance,
response, justice and other elements upon which
the credibility of the oral narration is buiit.

The purpose of the adoption of the (narrated)
Oral History Project by the Authority is to achieve
sublime goals and noble objectives with a view of
savingthe National Oral Memory. These goals and
objectives include the following:

A- Quick access to the people who have oral
information and knowledge that add saved
memory to the national asset of memory.

B- Continuity of work according to scientific
methodology without being affected by the
‘thanges that may take place in the movement

of staff and collaborators, such as transfers,
commissioningor absenteeism etc, through a work
methodology based on the principle of working
with the spirit of the group and staying away from
personal interpretations.

Aim of the Oral History Project

For each well planed and studied Project, there
must be benefits. The Oral History Project will
achievegreat results for the Omani Memory. In
addition to the expected benefits from such a
national project, there are also other benefits
which include the following:

- Developing interviews within a collection
system dealing with the aspects related to the
circumstances in which they have been conducted.
Then they are assembled in the Authority's
Stores and classified according to the areas of
the interviews, in order to follow-up and track the
advancement mechanism of these interviews,
taking account of the rapid scientific progress in
the methods of conducting oral interviews and
dialogues.

- Finding a suitable formula for saving, protecting
maintaining these interviews when necessary,
in order to ensure the rights of individuals and
groups, and also for the preservation of the rights
of the National Archives & Records Authority.

- Creating a Classification System and Database
with a capacityfor the new interviews and
tefficiency of arranging and classifying such
interviews into major interviews interspersed with
sub-sections that may emerge from any interview.
For example, when the interviewer gets involved
in other aspects familiar to the interviewed along
with the intervention of the data, scientific analyst,
researchers and others in the ongoing dialogue.
(The Classification System and Database can be
used in other areas and sections related to the

Oral History). 2.4 - Experience: Before starting the field workon

3 : a large scale, it is better that the Authority
N R U R L D G B employees conduct pilot interviewsto be used
No one disagrees MEREEDRYEERRUECIEIEN 2 in the management of proper interviews, oral
iR UL IR SR E R UES dialogues, dealing with the guests and the quality
EERERE LU EUCE I C I S G LGl of the questions put forward during the interviews
el R U CER Gl [ IEEEM ond other aspects of the interviews on that does
SULRSRUCICE S CREEIEHERE IR RN E 1ot exceed The number of interviews conducted
considered by the organizers of this project, B eRG R s N Rt CE R e TR e el
include: two interviews for each person. Then these

_ . _ interviews are to be evaluated and scrutinized by
1. 4 - Preparation: i.e. The proper preparations for [ Authority Officials.

the Project in terms of training and rehabilitation
LRI e VT T EER S DR UG 3. 4 - Preparing lists of Persons to be interviewed:
S ELE N CIU IR CIREEEE IR SIECEEERE Due to that the Sultanate of Oman has many
LR el SRV RN GERERL IEI GOl prominent personalities in various fields of life
e UL L RO G E RN R CRTEEREREN socially, intellectually, economically and sports and
_remrc_iers il T SR R EL UGN o1t etc, it is important to conductfield assessment
:ntelr‘ﬂlewmcms must be found for conducting such s survey of these people before they are
activities either within or outside the Authority and [Tty by the team. However, that list should
AR CUECICEEE N EEUCILEE U include areas of interest of these characters and
material required for this purpose. their phone numbers and addresses for easy
communication with them.



Office for Conservation
of the Environment

Importance of the Oral History Project
The (narrated) Oral History is one of the important
documents thatis not less important than the written
documents and retains significant aspects of the
nation’s memory home. He who ponders in this
phrase finds that itrefers to the oral documentation
or to a document among other documents that
preserves the Nation's Memory, Hence, one must
be aware of that the nation has a memory to be
maintained. So the narrators and those who have
the information and knowledgeand lived through
the events, created them or heard about, and those
who have received that information throughthe
generations, represent a reference to these Oral
Documents.

It is known that the human memory becomes
weak and obscured sometimes. So the Authority
has been inclined and endeavoring to save the
oral narrations for their historicaland research
value in revealing, producing and saving the facts.

The Oral History Project comes as one of the
important projects at the national level, which has
been adopted by the Authority in order to keep the
Nation's Memory intactand not affected by time
factors or forgotten, until being looked in by the
researcher and students seeking knowledge.

The work team of the Oral History Project shall
conduct interviewers and manage the Project
according to the recognized scientific principles
and benefit from the experiences of others in this
respect.

Importance of the Oral History

Since Allah created the earth the orally narrated
slory has been an important source of writing
history for the historians and one of the ways to
discover knowledge and access to the information.
By reviewing their books, we find that they contain
information, events and readings derived from oral
sources oral, which they conveyed to us through
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Building of National Competencies

The Office gives much attention to building
the capacity of its staff by sending them on
training courses in collaboration with local and
international institutions, in order to enhance
their professionalism as well as to engage in
workshops and conferences that the progress
of work. These courses include the First Aid
course, the American  Interior Ministry Course
for the Observers of the Wildlife Conservation
Units, Qualifying and Preparation of Observers
Course, Jabal Samhan Wild Plants Course in and
Use of Weapons and Self-defense Course for
Observers of the natural Sanctuaries. However,
the International Conferences and Workshops
attended by specialists and competent staff of
the Office of Environmental Conservation include:
World Conference of the International Union for
the Protection of Nature in Korea, Environment
Conference and Sustainable Development - the
Earth Summit in Brazil, Sanctuaries Sustainable
Development and Eco-tourism in protected areas
in the United Kingdom and a lot of workshops

‘ within and outside the Sultanate.

Natural Sanctuaries & Environment
Projects Development Strategy

To activate the concept of biodiversity and continue
the workthe Environment Conservation Office
since its inception in 1974 for maintaining the

Mature and in view of its keenness to promote its
activities and programs for working in participatory
methodology with all parties concerned, the Office
has created " Environment Projects and Natural
Sanctuaries Development Strategy for 2011-2014"
to be a reference document that specifies the role,
aims visions and objectives to be achieved during
the next phase whereby the Office will complete
40 years since its inception.

The maintenance of our natural heritage
represented in the Sultanate’s rich biological
diversity of animals and plants, is a national duty
on all people to make every effort to maintain it
intactfor our coming generations. As the elements
of our Omani environment are characterized with a
high graceful value, its protection and preservation
is positively reflected upon us as individuals and
groups and will benefit our economy through
tourism yields because of its of the environment
and landscape of the power of attraction held
by such environmental elements and beautiful
landscapes.

e Lhludl & 35 b § JRadll bl WBy] s O
Liby Lrlg dms &, Siblig Ciblsao 0 = Hss £
W LA tade dbdlnall Sgpal US Jds zeead] e pioy
doilam! L Olaal O Wg Luss e dedld)) WiV
Lds uSmy Wises Wulbe OB Al dlbe ded (e
e Al abail e s5m 9 cylou] U5y Silelazg 11,31
Lo, bilieg d2udl polic dSUaf U daudl dolewd] 35350 JY5
. Bedios Uzl (303 -lal] 2 el] s iz B8 5 duseusball

oo Jolgstl pally wigdall Jasmll LA Baglull Blaall

ks JhSasy @l Bis oSl dlall A= bl Gl
-igmaall )] O misliag malys

In order to achieve the desired
objectives, hard work and continuous
effort remain the title of the next
phase of the of Environmental
Conservation Office to complete the
our Natural Heritage maintenance
plans, programs and projects.



Hence, Al Wusta Province was selected for the Arabian
Oryx Resetllement Project with its headquarters in
“Wadi Jalogni” being the place where the Arabian Oryx
was seen for the last time in the late sixties of the last
century. Due to the great efforts made, the Arabian Oryx
reproduced well to reach 450 heads in 1996 that grazed
freely in the Sanctuary.

Unlicensed Hunting

The Unlicensed Hunting practices began again to affect
the herds of the Arabian Oryx inside the Sanctuary
resulting in sharp decrease of their numbers. Under
these circumstances and by Royal Decree No:11/2007,
those existing policies and administrative boundaries
of the Sanctuary were reconsidered and modified their
own administrative boundaries to make its total area
amounting to 2824 square meters within the scope of
three Wilayaat (Provinces) in Al Wusta Govemnorate,
namely Wilayat Hema, Wlayat Al Dugm and Wilayat
Mahout.

Since inception, the Wild life Sanctuary has trengthened
the principle of participation of the local people through
the provision of job opportunities for them amounted to
71%. The Sanctuary Development Plan also included
Schematic Splitting of the Sanctuary, development
of geological and archaeological sites, maintenance
of vegetation, and water resources, development of
eco-tourism and the local community adjacent to the
Sancluary.

The Sanctuary embraces many geological and
archaeological sites of national, rﬂmpﬁa! and gluhal
importance. However, the scientific. L_"_'L' arches have
shown that the "Al Hakaf" area e 5 huge glacial
rocks representing an historical era. the lce Age

lines formal:l of vertical stones
placed in fripartite groups
and surrounded by >
campfire sites. 4

8 than 15 aﬁt‘ms uF
rid-wi d%hsmgraman

Oryx. Moreover, the Arabian azeIi? ubian  Ibex,
.,ﬁ.rabian Wolf, ert Lynx, honey Badger and striped
' can DEEﬁ n.in the eastern outskirts of Sanetuary

ﬂga cally on ste ffs wf Al Hakaf" Trough.
Eanwhﬁ’ﬁa la migratmg birds as well as
E-Sﬂme domestic h:rds haue been recorded including®the

Golden Eagle and Houbara Bird which is endangered
extinction from the Arabian Peninsula.

Assarain Natural Sanctuary
Assarain  Matural Sancluary was established in
1975 under the management of the Environmental

Conservation Office. It includes one of tha Iamaaﬁt aroups

of the Arabic Ibex in the Sultanate and has an estimated
area of (700 square kilometers). It is located within the
Wilayaat of Al Amerat, Quriyat, Dama and Al Tayeen. The
Environment Conservation Office is currently managing
a number of research programs in collaboration with the
Earth Watch International Organization e.g. study of the
Arabic Ibex with regard to its numbers, directions, food,

scope of its movement and the ecosystem in which
they live. The study also includes the socio- economic
patterns of the local communities and finds out the
appropriate mechanisms for their participation in the
protection programs. ]

Ras Al Shajar Natural Sanctuary

Ras Al Shajar Natural Sanctuary is located in Wilayat
Quriyat in Muscat Governorate and has an area of about
{100 square kilometers).

it is characterized by abundant - - : =

Al Samar trees and -
considered one of the
most  important
places where

t h e

visit'ﬂ' can ‘watch
A Gazelle
the Arabic Ibex is in the

mountainous parts westo {
KhorSalalah Sanctuary .
This SEI'ICiUQﬁ?: was esta@tshed in 1955
on ba;m : :

e Sanctuaryu,

International Union for Conservation of Nature

followi
of

LA!SamaI h‘&aﬂ'lﬁtpmvidaasafe

ng surveys and detailed studies
the Sultanates' environments and
_regions. It has an area of (57

'-_‘ 1—»- \« hectare) and located on the

coast of the Arabian
Sea south of
the Sultan
Caboos Road

~ in Salalah. It aims
to safeguard the natural
landmarks and characteristics
and the biodiversity of Khor
Salalah. The importance of
ecosystem ufﬂai&Sanctuary as one
of the humid land areas being the
main station fﬂl“tl'ﬁa}ﬂigraﬁhg« Birds
to get food and take rest during
their trip. Meanwhile, about 80
species of waterfowls as well as
different types of fish, crustaceans
and
insects, have been

"\\-
¥ "
"

recorded,

Al Khuwair Nature Sanctuary
Al Khuwair Nature Sanctuary is
found Wilayat Baucher in Muscat
Governorate. It has an area of
about (296 square kilometers)
characterized by the abundant

p nmaf’trus Smﬁuary:
nt in the provision of green
»spaca full of lrees amid the urban

invertebrates and wvarious

e traﬁsi mntrib:ﬂa in_

Omani wild areas at several stages. The initial phase
has started on 1 January 2013 by transferringGhazal
Al Reemfrom the Sultanate’'s Breeding Centers to
the Sanctuaryin Al WustaGgovmorate. Out of this
process, the Office aims to enhance the biodiversity
within the Sanctuary as well as the genetic diversity
of the different herds and control the risks of genetic
diseases mostly resulting from inter- mating cases.

Wildlife Violations

The Environment Conservation Office has been ableto
monitor wildlife viclations of unlicensed hunting and
violation of hunting laws and regulations. All cases
have been referred to the Competent Authorities
punishment of the vandals

It is worth mentioning that in 1972, the Sultanate was
one of the first countries to the special Interpol relating to
violation of wildlife to ensure international cooperation
in radu-:lng hunting, trafﬁ-::ldng or stealing varieties of
wildlife and other natural living creatures. However, the
issuance the Royal Decree No. 2003/ 6 pertaining to the
Law of the Natural Sanctuaries, came as culmination
of the sincere efforts made by the Sultanate in the
field of conservation and protection of the Wildlife.

Documentary Films
The Environmenl Conservation Office is producing a
number of Film Frujeﬁ# pursuing a research approach.

These films focus on ltlantifylng ways of counting
the numbam a,f rget fe elements, their
existence, reprodt unnand wﬁmﬁ of the target in

addition to Emalyzlng the patterns of their behavior,
nutrition and growth and monitoring them with all
pnssihh%yn ‘and praviding all the required equipment
and the creation of appropriate conditions. The most
Shrﬂﬂcantaf the films max Eyﬂ‘taa@fﬂca,a_. 2

on the Hrahtan Iaﬁpand 'ﬁnﬂ ﬁrabinn Of]rx

) 'Radid and Television.

ay, the “Arabian Leopard” Film

f on & of the major enﬁnem works that
litative move in the Envi h-::—n

ninafi fel-:i that gtaﬁauy 5

ifficult fielt:
ires hig
w % many mﬁrﬁtﬁ'@nuf
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Dear Reader,
In this issue, we shall focus on the natural Sanctuaries
directly supervised by the Environment Conservation
Office in the Diwan of Royal Court after that we had,
in the previous issue identified the most important
environmental projects. We shall also draw as little
closer towards the environmental crimes that have
occurred in those Sanctuaries as well as the plan
of creating indigenous cadres in that Office and the
most significant work accomplished in regard of
the Media and Public Awareness. At the end, we
shall deal with the Strategy for the development of
the Matural Sanctuaries and Environment Projects
(2011/2014).

The Natural Sanctuaries constitute ideal havens
and habitats for wildlife, Therein, such animals
live, reproduce and adapt to all the circumstances
surrounding and habituate with the weather and
climate in order to live in peace and security. As much
so, the Environment Conservation Office is occupied
in interpreting the meaning of the (Environmental
Conservation) into reality by using all modern
technologies for maintaining and protecting the
Mational Natural Resources as well as developing
the original Omani Environment.

Use of Modern Technologies
The Environment Conservation Office is distinguished
for using modern methods to monitor the biodiversity

{}fﬁce for Cons.ewatlon
of the Environment

and conducting research surveys more effectively.
In the process, the Office uses theTrap Cameras, |
ldentifying Metal Rings and Electronic Chips in |
addition to the electronic system “"GPS" and the

Satellite Tracking Devices. .

The Matural Sanctuaries and Environmental Projects |
supervised by the Office are characterized by types |
of wild life species threatened by extinction at the |
regional and international level. |

Natural Sanctuaries !!, l
|

The following represent
Sanctuaries and Projects:

the most significant

Living Creatures & Wild Life Sanctuary:

In 1978, a program has been started in this
Sanctuary for the resettlement of the Arabian Oryx,
thanks to the Royal attention to His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said - may God protect him - and his
wise directives to protect this rare type and return
it to its natural habitat in the Sultanate. Accordingly,
this Sanctuary is regarded the first international
initiative for the conservation and resettlement of
the Oryx worldwide. In 1994, this was announced
the first Sanctuary in the Sultanate by Royal Decree
Mo. 94/94 later incorporated in the list of the United
Nations Organization for Education, Science and
Culture (UNESCQ).
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Sea Mansab

Omani Sailors and fishermen realized long years ago
the importance of exploiting bounties of the sea and
its components taking into account the upcoming
generations and the developments that may occur
with regard to fishing profession. So, they were aware
not to affect the rights of the next generations in this
wealth by establishing traditional sea regulations
locally known as “Sunnan Al-Bahr” applied to everyone
without exception.

Much of the acquired knowledge among the fishing
community and fishermen came as a result of long
experience spanned over decades. Al-Mansab - for
example - is one of the old means of fishing used to
catch fish. It is a type of gill nets with different sizes
fastened by ropes. Its upper tip is fastened by small
Boiya and rounded concrete blocks perforated in the
middle at the lower end of the nets to ensure that they
go down into the depth of the sea. This type of nets
is used to catch small and large pelagic fish such as
kingfish, Al-Sahoa, al-Githar and other sub-surface
fish where fish are in perpetual motion.

There are different forms and sizes of Mansab.
Some of them consist of one piece or two pieces. It
is fastened in the bottom of the sea by around 5 to 8
berths locally called Al-Anager that differ from one area
to another. Mansab is positioned towards the coast
and left into the sea for up to a week. The catching
process often takes place at night when the fish hit the
door of Mansab and be trapped inside. The caught fish
are collected daily in 3 periods in the day especially
in summer days. After a week of effort and work, the
fishermen recover the nets, remove them from the sea
and put them on the coast to be cleaned and repaired
if some parts of them are cut. Then, they are returned
again to the sea for catching process. If those nets are
completely damaged, the fishermen make new nets.

Al-Taragah (trawling) fishing nets is another fishing
method . The tool used in making these nets is called
Al-Taragah. This type of nets is made of thick cotton
yarns, which were spun locally or imported from India
in the form of a bundle locally called as Shea’h. In the
past, the yarns were made from date palm tree fronds
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which are prepared and spun by women. After that ) N

men weave the yarns by using a tool called Al-Marabh L

made of palm tree wood. :
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Beauty has an address

n‘m F You never forget the best things

When you combine the world’s ultimate in-flight experience and Muscat - Juiloidl ylp il

D:_._...ﬁ,m.a: one of the most attractive destinations in the world - the result is magical. OMAN AIR

Ministry of Tourism Make Oman your destination or stopover. amanaln.cam



