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Today, you and we are inhaling the fragrance of the
days of the glorious July, blowing towards us in ifs
dear anniversary. These days are unforgettable in the
progression of Oman, coming to us year after year with
joy and happiness. Yet, in our imagination there is a
lot of beautiful memories about this dear homeland,
which are stored in our minds and reflected on this rich
saga of everlasting giving and fulfiling. Thanks to Allah
for his benevaolence and plea to Him to give health
and longevity to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

Through the pages of the number thirty of (Assayel
Maogozine). we reod important tities like the
achievements of the Public Authaority for Craft Industries
with its celebration and completion of the first decade-
ten years of hard work which hos shown tangible results
on the progress of Craftsmanship.

We also find fulfilments of the Record & National
Archives Authority. Those watchiul eyes on preserving
the National Memeory from loss and extinction. This is
perpetuated until finding on the shelves a subject
of cultural victuals for the present and coming
generations ... There are also good national efforts
made by the DRC Office of Environment Conservation
with regard to Wildlife Conservation in various Natural
Reserves Oman wide.

All that comes as a firm decision in the face of many
dangers that threaten the Wildlife on the land of the
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World Craft Counci

Craft Industries examine the areas of
Joint Work with the World Craft Councill

HE Sheikha Aisha girl Khalfan bint Jamil Al
Siyabiah-Head of the Public Avuthority for
Craft Indusiries, met in the main building of
the Authority with Dr. Ghada Hijjawi - Head
of the Asia-Pacific Division in the World Craft
Council. During the meeting, they discussed
aspects of cooperation and ways fo strengthen
partnership in all areas of Craftsmanship in
addition to the protective laws and legislations
related to the Craft Indusiries and the possibility
of laying the foundations for cooperation In
the initiaotives pertaining to the training and
rehabilitation of the Craftsmen.

The World Craft Council has shown interest to
consider the Sultanate's experience with respect
to Craft Projects and develop the locations of the
Crafts Environments as well as the efforts made
to protect the Crafts Heritoge inasmuch as the
experience enjoyed by the Sultanate. The World
Craft Council has also evaluated the Royal Orders
of His Majesty Sultan GQaboos bin Said, issued af
Seeh Al Shamikhatin the Province (Wilayat] of Bahla
for the establishment of the Generations College of
Traditional Industries. The meeting also dealt with
the mechanisms adopied to support Craftsmen
as well as to encourage mechanisms of the Crafts

investment and promotion with an emphasis on
the importance of working on the exchange of
visits and participation in international and regional
events. Moreover, the gquality of programs affecting
the performance of craftsmen in the Sultanate, has
been illustrated together with the identification of
the Development Plans designed for promoting the
Omani Craffs Sector.

It should be noted that the Public Authority for
Craft Industry endeavours to take advantage of all
international experiences concerming,

+ Promotion of joint work to reach an
international and regional consensus
about the need to enact legislation,
to ensure the Protection of the Public
Craft Heritages,

Preservation of the Cultural and Heri-
tage Diversification of the nations and
peoples,

Initiation of constructive International
Programs concerned with the devel-
opment of the innovative and creative
skills of the craftsmen in the Sultanate.




PACI

HELD THE
SECOND
MEETING
THIS YEAR
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The Council of Public Authority for Craft Indushry
PACI held the second meeting this year under
the auspices of Her Excellency Shelkh Aisha Bint
Jumail Al Syabiyah Chairman of the Authority. The
meeting was discusses a number of issuves related
to the handicraft industries.

The meefing also discusses a number of agendas
such as the Authority budget for 2014, in addition
the summary of Annual plan for the next year,

The meeting adopt to establish o work team for full
integrated perception for all sectorrelated the PACI
and also follow-up the joined cormmittee between
the Authority and Ministry of social Development.
The Public Authority for Craft industries inaugurate
a number of Initiatives relafed to the handicraft
throw implement o number of production process
for handicraft.
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the Oman Traditional Folklore 8™
contest result comes

The 8% Contests of the photography Ceremony was
held under the auspices of HE Shelkh Yahya Bin
Masser Al Harmasi Wali Of Muttrah entitle “the Omani
Traditional Folklore". It comes on the cccasion of
the celebration the Sultanate Oman Renagissance
Day.

The ceremony was orgnised by the Omani
Photographer Associafion, during the ceremony
Ahmed Bin Abdullah Al Busaidi delivered a speech
on behalf of the Associaotion members,

HE Sheikh Yahya Al Hamrosi distributed cerdificates
and prizes to the winners. The first prize went to Said
Bin Masser Al Shaili, the second prize to Ahmed Bin
Abdullah Al Shukili, and the third prize to Hamed
bin Salaam Al Sulimi. HE also distributed Certificates
of Appreciation to Ahmed Bin Mohammed Al Togi,
and Thani Bin Khamis Al Lamki.

HE distributed the medals and Internationaol
Federation Certificate of Photography Arfs to é
members of the Association Hura Al Fahdivah,
Suliman Al Jadidi, Abdullah Al Razigi, Omer Al
Busaidi, Mohammed Al Amri, Ahmed Al Busaidi.

The selection commitiee chose 50 photos for
29 photographers. The contest included 42
photographers and 133 photos. The selection
Committee was comprised of Hamed Bin Soud Al
busqidi, Ahmed Bin Salim Al Kindi and Majed Bin
Khalfan Al Rawahi,
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Mohamood Bin Marhoon Al Foori
Mohomood Bin Marhoon Al Foori

All Bin Hassan Al Farsi
Al Bin Haszan Al Farsi
Ahmed Bin Sallm Al Hamdani
Somi Bin Sald Al Balushi
Hisham Bin Saleh Al Farsi

Abdullah Bin Said Al Syabi

(Florac /France)

Fontainebleau horse
Races [ France

(Delgin/ Germony)
Keambyan / France
Florac /France
Kombyan/ France
Kombyan/ France

Royal Windsor/
Brifish

Ghazali
Panjab
Kaleem
Kaleem
Rakas
Ehanjar

Retal

Panjab
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Six riclers from Royal Cavalry qualified fo the finally  time work of prepaorotion to paorticipote at this
match at FEl World Endurance Championship 2013 competition. It came offer the success for the
which will be held in France 2014. For the third Royal Cavalry parficipation in British which got the
fime. the Royal Cavalry be on the final match. third places [Brow
the Chompionship was orgnised by Internatfional the Royal ¢
Equesirian Federation FEL. another rnders and h

participate at all Races which will be orgnise by FEL

RN AT
e j

The Brigadier Abdulrazak Al Shahwarzi Commander

of Royal Cavalry and o Head of Royal Cavalry  Abdulrozak Said, “This achieved is come as a result
said, the success of the Royal Cavalry at the of support whic '

Championshic came as a result of the long KindiSecretary General of Royal Court Affairs.”
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Paris: Hassan Al Balushi

The stallion Biard Carter of the DRC Royal Cavalry
has won the title of the Silver Champion at Munton
International French Arabian Horse Beauty Contest,
with the participafion of (158) horses from various
countries of the world.
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Biard

Horse Biard's winning of the Siver Championship
(2nd Place) for the 8 years category, came after
the Stallion Banderos owned by His Highness Prince
Khalid bin Sultan’ Al-Saud of Saudi Arabia which
snatched the 15t Place and the 3rd Place went fo
the Stallion Magnum Gold for Sheikh Khalid Ahmed
Bajido from Saudi Arabia.
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Munton Championship

French Munton International Championship for the
Arabian Horse Beauty, is one of the most prestigious
Arab Horse Championships in Europe held annually
under the regulations of the European Organization
for Beauty Horses and this year has withessed the
23rd cccasion of this contest,

i

€ o

Promising Mare (Al Mohra Al Waidah)
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DRC Royal Cavalry Stallion is the Silver
Champion in the French Munton Arabian
Horse Beauty Contest

Al Mohra Europe of the DRC Royal Cavalry won the
title of the Promising Colt for herartistic performance
during the tournament and achieved 2nd Place for
the 2 years category.

Heroes

UAE Ajman Stable won the fitle of the best Horse
Owner & Breeder. The one vear old Championship
titte was one by Al Mohra Monowah from Al
Jasmiyah farm of the State of Qatar Al Mohra
Nada Shahaniya of the State of Qatar.

The one year Campicnship was won by the mare
FM Gloria owned by HH Sheikh abdullah bin
Mohammed Al-Thani of the United Arab Emirates,
the mare Prussio owned by His Royal Highness
Prince Abdullah Bin Fahad Al Saud of Saudi Arabia.
and won the championship foals to the age of
two to three years dowry to. The two to three years
contest was won by the stalion Hondre owned
by His Royal Highness Prince Abdulaziz bin Ahmed
Al Saud of Saudi Arabia and the strongest stallion
contest was won by the stallion Banderos owned
by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid bin Sultan Al-
Saud of Saudi Arabia.



Ja Junjjdulga 69
Lol G uin duolMiw)l 6juaall gyl

o - } ] . #‘:‘:@ éx_r
i | )A r‘\? i%
4 NE S

e Y

Ly slSgsilly falgall il ‘
dlgall —ale dys gl foludl ali,l
plagoll acfuw iy sugild ylialll
. faloall ihilly -aleyg alll abad.
desulioy
A Eylioll degill pgud 4311 §ySall

Warmest Greetings to
His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said
and the people of the
Sultanate of Oman
on the Joyous Occasion of the
43rd Renaissance Day
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« Historical and Islamic Manuscripts. Documents
in Archives Centers and Libraries in Eost Africa.

« Importance of institutions. Documentation, Li-
braries. Manuscripts and Historical Documents.

= Impaoct of Isiamic Civilization in East Africa on
the documents, manuscripfs., archives.

= Islamic art'and slamic Architectural Heritage.

« architecture in East Africa (religious archi-
tecture such as the building of mosques and
schools, leagues and corners).

« Civilian and Military Architecture [Royal Palac-
es, Castles and Forts.

These topics of the International Symposium will

support research in various aspects and promote

the histonical significance of the Omani civilized

relations with East Africa established since ancient

times until today.

Moreover, the Symposium will be accompanied by
a documentary exhibition featuring a collection
of historical documents of multiple topics. to be
able to the official participants, researchers and
students to have access to the Omani documents
that show its historical depth exhibition and cultural
position in the world.

The Authority will also erganize a comprehensive
documentary exhibition about Cman and ifs
international relations entifled (Oman: History,
Culture and International Relations) in Dar es
Soloam, Tanzania. This Exhibifion will be opened
after the conclusion of the International Symposium
will continue from 8 to 11 September 2013 It will
contain a set of documents that tell the march
of human civilization in Oman, according to the
historical periods and the role of Oman in cultural
communication and its wvarious relationships
addressing different subjects, whether: economic,
paolitical or social. geographical during different

historical periods. The Exhibilion aims to produce
the Omani documentary Heritage and inform
the Researchers, Leamers, Academics and
University Students of various specializations on
the cultural heritage of Oman in various aspects
o infroduce them to the historical sgill and depth
of the Omani communication, especially with the
East Africon Community. All that emphasizes the
objectives of the Symposium to be held in East
Africa also educate the external communities on
the importance of the Omani document for studies
and researches.

The Exhibifion will embrace a set of manuscripts,
coins and stamps that were used in Orman or East
Africa, In addition to "Oman Corner” in the erg
of the blessed Rengissance. under the leadership
of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said, may Allah
protect him.
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This International Symposium  scheduled next
September. has a historical and cultural significance
for the Omani and Islamic relations in East Africa,
which had an impressive impaoct on this part of
the African continent, which hos produced an
Islamic and civilized heritage ond influenced many
aspects of life in East Africa and also contributed
to creating effective communicafion dand joint
relotionships until today.

About this Symposium, HE Dr. Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Dawyani - Chairman of the
Authority of Records & MNational Archives, stated:
"This Symposium which deliberations will involve a
group of researchers aond specialists providing sicty-
five worksheets, will highlight aspects of the lslamic
civilization in various fields as follows:

* Review the apinions pertaining fo the impact
of lslamic Civilization in Asia and East Africa by
investigating the lslamic Historical and Cultural
dirmensions,

=  Examine the role of the Arab and Islamic mi-
grations,

= Assess the extent of their impact on the con-
vergence of the lslamic Sects,

= Assess the impact of the lslamic civilization in
the field of architecture and traditional crafts,

= learn about the history of Islamic Civilization,
past and present and study  the social, eco-
nomic and political results,

= Review the geogrophical aspects that contrib-
uted to the spread of the Islamic Civilization,

«  Review their impact on the African social life
such as customs, traditions and the daily life
patterns,

* Consider the Arab and lslamic Press and its role
in enriching the cultural life.in East Africa,

« |dentify the reality of Manuscripts, Documents,
Archives, Archeology and means of their de-
velopment,

=  Review aspects and various forms of Press, Me-
dia and Printing.

The Symposium will also shed light on the various
forms of intellectual production in East Africa,
considering that the Omani Islamic relations in
East Africa hove been booming since ancient
historical periods. That resulted in  historical
expansion and communication in various aspects
of life: geographical, literary, linguistic, and social
which represented the fundamental topics of this
Infernational Symposium. The most important of
these are as follows:

1. Historic: explains the significance of the sourc-
es and studias in East Africa. It will also show the
impact of the Islamic Civilization on East Africa.
the role of the Omanis in the lslamic Civiliza-
tion and their commercial influence in the re-
gion. It will address the Islamic Migrations and
their impact on the domestic level, the role of
the Cmanis to resist colonialism and promote
lslamic Rule as well as the role of the Muslim
schaolars in the cultural fields of culture and the
role of the Omanis in the dissemination and
preservation of the lslamic Civilization in East
Africa.

This Symposium will confribute effectively in de-
picting the history of the Islamic Civilization in East
Africa and highlight the civilization and humanity

aspects and the formation of the social and po-
litical life and the geographical and environmental
characteristics and impact of the population in co-
existence, to be distinctive privacy enabling East
Africa to play an active role in cultural communi-
cation, by which Zanzibar became an important
hub in extending relations with the oulside world by
virtue of its geographical potentialities.

2. Geographical: represents great importance
in communicating with various countries of
the world through of notural and human gec-
graphical factors rescurces and their role in the
migration of Muslims to East Africa. This topic re-
flects on the effect of the Islamic Architecture
in the pattern of urbanization of Africa.

3. Lterature & Language: this topic addresses
the literary and linguistic sides and shows the
impact of Arabic Language on the other lan-
guages in East Africa. as well as the influence
of the Islamic Religion on literature and proses
and also how the Omanis have been influ-
enced by the Swahill Culture. Meanwhile, the
emergence of Swaohili and its contemporary
relevance, as well as the image of the Islamic
Chatacter in the East African literaiure will be
discussed.

4. Social Hub: discusses the religious and social
ife in the Islamic Civilization in East Africa. in
addition to the social and economic condi-
fions of the Muslims over there.

The Social Hub will also discuss the ways of com-

munication between the Muslims in the lslamic

countries and East Africa. components of the new
Sswahili society, Endowments Foundations and their
role of in the promotion of lslamic civilization and
its image in East Africa as well as some aspects of
social life, as well as the role of Islamic civilization in
religious events and the use of the Hiji Collendar
Social Sessions and Funerals.

5. Judiciary and Co-existence between the Ele-
ments of the Society in East Africa.

6. Press and Media: deals with several important
aspects including:

» History of the Islamic Press & Printing in East Af-
rica.

= Trends & Elements in lslamic Journalism.

+ Image of the Islamic Countries in the Press of
East Africa. )

= Contributions of Muslim Journalists in the begin-
ning of the journalistic work in East Africa.

= Role of lslamic Journalism in promoting the Is-
lamic Culture.

« Care of the scientists. ) .

= Emergence of literature and printing in Zanzi-
bar {e.g. Royal Printing House),

» Role of communities in the life of society in East
Alfrica. .

« Cultural dimensions of journalism in Zanzibar
and East Africa.

7. Records, Archives and Archeology. focuses
on:

¥
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Manifestations of Islamic Civilization in various fields in Eastern Africa

International Symposium
iIN Zanzibar

The Authority of Records & National Archives International will
organize a Symposium on (History of Islamic Civilization in Eastern
Africa) in Zanzibar during the period 2 - 4 September 2013, in
collaboration with:

« Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

+ Research Center for History, Art and Islamic Culture in
Istanbul (Arsk) of the Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference,

* Presidential Office of the Government of Zanzibar,
* University of Zanzibar.
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Astronomical manuscripls

The Chairman of Oman Astronomical Society also
talked about astronomical manuscripts and said:
the number of astronomical manuscripts is more
than sevenly manuscripts with some few printed
books and the most prominent books and authors
are;

1- "Kashf Al-Asrar Al-Makfiyah fi im Al- Agram al
Samawieh wa Al-rukoom Al-Harfiyah' by Omar
bin Saud bin Saed Al-Mandhiri.

2- "Kitab Al-Moniyah Alkubra”by Shihabuddin
Ahmed bin Majid.

3- “"Ma'dan Al-Asrar fi llm Al-bihar" Nasser Al-khad-
dori.

4- "Alfulk Al-Mashhoon" by Nasser Al-khaddori,

Sundial as one of asfronamical applications in the
local environment

The Chairman of Omoan Astronomical Society
also told ws that Al-Mazwalah or Al-lamad or al-
Haddar or al-Mahadrah is o sundial put on a fiat
yard, It depends on the movement of the sun to
defermine the time during the day. and offen there
are hwo rows of stones at the yard, the northem
one is assigned for winter and the southern one
for summer. The sundial may be used at night for
the same purpose to monitor the stars adjacent
to the top of the column. It divides the day to
24 Fafroh|periods). Eoch period [aslo known as
Athar) = 30 minutes {during days of the vernal and

avtumnal equinox}, while it goes on in the surmmer
and falls short in the winter because of the short
day. It can be used to accurately determine the
times of prayer, and with new additions can also be
used to support the process of new moon sighting.

Oman renowned scienfists in osfronomy
Mohammad bin Aamir Al-Aesr, a writer and
researcher in the field of Omani scientific history
and heritage listed some Omani scientists as the
following:

- Moufargj bin Ahmed bin Abi Nadr (15th century
AD.

- Mohammad bin All bin Abdul Baki Al-Nazawi (14
century AD].

- Khamis bin Rashid Al-Baushari [17™ century).
-Abdullah bin Sayyar Al-Nazwi (17" century).
-Abdullah bin Mubarak bin Omar Rubkhi (17"
century] Suleiman bin Abhmed Al -Riyami (177
century).

- Mohammad bin Abdullah bin Mubarak Al-Masrori
[17th century].

- Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Ghassan Al-Nazowi
(17th century).

- Mohammed bin Rashid bin Salim Al Rivami (18th
century).

-Hassan Bin Daorwish  As-Sony  AlKharusi  (19th
century).

- Sheikh Jaad kin Khamis.

- Mohammad bin Zahran bin Mohammed Al-Abri
(19th century).

- Al bin Nasser bin Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-

Rivami (died1848 AD), and Hamid bin Abdullah bin
Suleiman al-Harthy {19th century).
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All creatures are utilized by Allah to serve the human
being including astronomy and the universe in its
broadest sense. During the subseqguent fime periods,
astronomy has been crystallized in the form of
science handed down from generations to another
and every day anidea orinformation is added to this
science in the service of humanity. This science was
known by Omanis for thousands of years who used
it in their daily life. Moreover, they excelled in the
subject and many civilizations benefited from their
knowledge wriften and published in manuscripts

and books.

Molives of using Astronomy
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Sahl Ateen is located about 10 kilometers in the
northern part of the city of 3Salalah. The visitor
coming from the city may head north until the
Airport Roundabout, then proceed east until finding
Sahl Ateen Sign then turn right towards the place
of Sahl Ateen directly on the top of the mountains.
However, before ascending the mountain he will
see sellers of grilled meat and other stuff presented
in a primifive but rather beautiful way. Moraover,
tourist restaurants and cafes spread on the same
road leading fo 3ahl Ateen. Just when he starts
moving up the mountain, the visitor will notice a
large congestion of camps. vehicles and families
here and there, moving from one place to another
in search of a place with more shade. cooler
foggy and more beautiful to take some souvenir

Ve
=

s

Green Carpet

photographs in a spift of infimacy and affection
in such autumn environment. Meanwhile, their
children are having fun and happy os they play
with their kites. However the phenomenon of
camping more prevalent on Sahl Ateen where the
families ond young people set up caomps to have
more enjoyment when it is drizzling and stay longer.
This view Is replicated until reaching the end of Sahil
Ateen, Despite all the crowd. One would notice the
good organization and order being mdaintained
since Dhofar Municipality stands behind all that. Itis
worth mentioning in the area near Sahl Ateen, the
tomib of Prophet Jacob is found. This shrine attracts
many visitors because it is near to Sahl Ateen
accessible by the same road.
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SAHL ATEEN

Our beloved Oman is rich with many and viable tourism potential
as well as numerous archaeoclogical sites which stand as witness of
the greatness of this history and the prestige of those who had made
it and written down its chapters, notwithstanding the biodiversity
betwixt the valleys, mountains, plateau and the coasts.

All that, in addition to the elements of attractions freasured in the
countryside and coastal areas which prompt individuals to organize
desert Safari frips, exercise water sporls along the fine of clean beaches
as well as the diversified indigenous arts and traditional handicrafts. The
ongoing rule of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos has privilieged the villages
and towns with considerable developments in varous aspects of life.

This Issue shall hove a place within the memory of Khanf Salalah
{Autumn in Salalah) where the extended green carpet is embraced
by the nature of Dhofar and confirmed by thousands of visitors who
come from around the world each yeadr to enjoy the green splendor
of nature and self-entertainment, especially during this rainy season.
That is Sahl Ateen with all its majesty and genius.

Sahl Ateen is considered one of the most important and favourite
stations for the visitors of Kharif Salalah for enjoying the green nature
stretching over the land slopes and by virflue of its nearness to the
famous Ein Jerziz (Spring of lerziz). Yet, the beauty of the Plane is
more displayed by the density of trees and grass, birds singing over
the place, It is more enjoyable when it s drizzling and cloudy to give
fresh breeze that brings about relaxation and comfort.
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Abdullah bin Abmed Al Mahri one of those
concerned with camel breeding said: we have four
seasons throughout the year. Camels graze on the
mountains during the three seasons and descend
during khareef season because mountains during
this time of the year are dangerousin terms of heavy
rains, landslides and others. So the camels are kept
in Azbas (camel barns) and under our observation,
We give them food containing of grass and fodder
as well as walter. We suffered some losses. but we
sell male camels and rarely sell fernales. They are
divided into groups in Azbas depending on the
age and categories.

Abdullah A-Mahri added that: all the tribes of the
region are committed to pasture boundaries. After
the end of Khareef season, we hold an expanded
meetfing of fribal members to agree on the date
of the beginning of grazing in the spring season.
locally known as AFKhafilah, No tibe interferes
with the other’'s grozing boundaries. Each fribe
goes only to its identified pasture areas. Three main
pasture areas are determined Wadi Nihaiz, Aseer,
Adsh’oa (leading to wadi Resham) .

On the method of grazing Abdullah Al-Mahri said:
We assign a persan to be responsible camel grazing
on the mountains who chooses the appropriate
places on the mountains in terms of the lack of
gravity, the abundonce of grasses and posture
and closeness to water resources for watering

camels from wells set by the government every four
days. Taking care of camel herds required a well
experienced person in this field. He should select
the trees preferred by camels such as kheer and
Al-Sukoot trees and grass called Akhloot,

147

Talking about the diseases of camels and methods
of freatment Sheikh Ahmed Al-Mahr said that:
Thanks to Allah, we inherited from our ancesfors
many methods to treat camels and some we
acquired through practice. One of the common
diseases that affict camels is AFkawthat. It is of two
types. One offects the camel’s stomaoch and the
other affects its back. It is treated by Traditional
cauterizalion. This disease infects young camels
(lecally known as Al-Hashi). There is also Al-adiedah
disease that infects old camels which is a type
of ostecporosis. It is also treated by Traditional
cauterization. Camels may alo be infected
with Qalkool disease, an accumulation of water
between the skin and stomach of the camel. This
disease should be contained and then freated
by Traditional cauterization. These diseases are all
serious and moay kil camels if they are not freated
from the beginning.

DCuring the milking of one of the camels, it drew our
attention that o camel leather was brought and
placed in front of the female camel.

We asked Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mahri about it and
he explained: this leather is the skin the son of this
camel who died shortly after birth. It is natural that
female camel grieves the parting of its son and
stop giving milk but we extracted the skin of the
young camel, put it in salt and dried it. Then we put
it beside the camel mother to feel the presence of
its son. So it will start giving milk without interruption.
If one takes this skin locally known as Guffoon gway
from the camel mother, it will follow everywhere

thinking it is her son.

At the end of interview, Sheikh Ahmad AlMahri,
and Abdullah al-Mahr thanked Asayel Magazine
for visiting them stressing the importance of media
means in general in registering the herifoge and
legacy of ancestors ond pledaing to preserve this
tradition and instill it in the hearts and minds of the
young generations.
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Ehareef.. on exceptional season thot visils
annually the Southern part of the Sultanate, Dhofar
Governorate.This beautitul governorate has many
treasuries of tangible and non-tangible heritage.
Asayel in lts visit to the governorate focused on
camel breeding in the governorate,

We visited Sheikh Ahmed bin Mahad Al-Mahri who
received us with warm welcome, hospitality and
camel milk rich with its health values. We also met
Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Mahr, who provided us
with detailed information about the life of Bedouins
in Dhofar Governorate.

*We would like to know the details of your [ife
especially those concerned with camels

Sheikh Ahmed bin Mahad Al-Mahri said: We have
lived since long time ago in this place in Ahaloot
plain in Nivaba of Hajeif at the wilaya of Salalah.
We are not glone in this place. There are other
fibes that have shared with us the sources of
life, including grozing areaos for camels. Al-Mahra
iribe is considered the second fribe in terms of
the number of possessed camel herds in the city
of Salalah owning 1200 camels, Bait Qatan fribe s
the first possessing 3000 camels while Al-Bara’ mah
and Al-Kathiri fribes came third with 300 camels
for each fribe. This large number of camels needs
big pastures and care. With the advent of Khareef
seqson, grazing season for camels stops and starts

after the khareef. Prior to Khareef season, members
of the four tribes should meet to determine pasture
of each tibe to be bound by during the grazing
without exceeding the limits of others.

*How fribesmen recognize their possessed camels?
Of course there is a sign and specific mark for each
iribe thot is ploced on the face of the camel to
distinguish their camels. For example. Al-Mahra
tribe has its own mark called Al-Samadiyvah like
this (| ___ |] linverted) and Al-Kathairi tirbe has
a special mark called Al-Rashidiva like | @ ) and
the same with the rest of the fribes. These signs or
symbols protect the camels from being lost.

* Do you seek lo develop camel breeds that you
own?

We preserve pure bred camels as our fribe
solely possesses Al-Mataya camels, Al-Ambriyo
breed which are well known Omani pure bred
camels. There are also other camel breeds in
the governorate such as Banat Kasi, Banat Harir,
Banat Tumar, and Banat zahab possessed by Bait
Qatan. In fact, we combat hybndization and
preserve Omani pure bred camels. Owning pure
bred camels in the past is like possessing a luxurious
car today due to the significance and prestige of
camels in that fime.
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Future Programs

By establishing this Reserve, the Ministry is cumently
considering the upgrade of the protected areos
within the context of natural protection. Among
the important programs sought to be implemented
by the Ministry are setfting up a nursery for the
plants of Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar, identifying locations
and areas of lands for architectural expansion
and for farming. grazing and tourist activities in
line with compatible nature reserve management
plans, conducting a study with the specialized
agencies to identify the capacity of tourists and
human intervention, coordinating with agencies
specialized in the development of farm products
marketing mechanisms in Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar,
discussing ways for establishing a government
subsidy program for the optimal utiization of
the natural resources in Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar,
considering the establishment of an information
and environmental research cenfer and identifying
proposed locations for setting up the nursery.,

Translated by: Samah Al-Lawatiya
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AL-JABAL AL-AKHDHAR
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His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said issued Royal
Decree No. (80/2011) for the Establishment
of Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar Scenic Reserve. The
proclamation of this Reserve emphasizes the
confinvous concemn of the Government of the
Sultanate of Oman ftowards providing adeguate
protection for the wvarious ecological systems
and their biclogical components together with
protecting the natural and cultural characteristics
and features of the wildlife components against all
kinds of deterioration and extinction.

The Biological Imporiance of Al-Jabal AlAkhdhar

The Environment Management Plan for the
Develecpment of aAl-dJabol Al-Akhdhar points oul
that AlJabal Al-Akhdhar located in Wilayat
Mizwa in AlDakhiliya Governorate, is part of Al-
Hajar Al-Gharbi mountain range. Its highest peak
is 3000 meters above sea level, making it a major
tourist destination in Oman, not to mention its
moderate climate and natural environment thaf
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encompasses diverse and unigue biclogical
components [trees, wild plants and resident and
migratory birds]. On the other hand. Al-Jabal
Al-Akhdhar is known for its agricultural products
of high economic value. Among fthose 5 rose
farming, which s a tfraditionol trade maslered
by Al-Jabal al-aAkhdhar residents for thousands of
years. Criginally grown for cosmetics and perfume,
rose has become today an impertant crop for Al-
Jabal Al-Akhdhar inhabitants and a vital source of
income for farmers. Statistics issued by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries show that there are

“over 4200 rose trees in Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar, and

rose farming contributes to the agricultural income
of farmers as one hectare yields an estimated
3000 Omani Riyals annually”. Rose water is used
in adding special flovors to some food products
like the tradifional Omani sweet Habwa, Omani
coffes and pastries. It is also used in relieving some
symptoms like fainting.

Al-Jabal al-Akhdhar is also known for pomegranate
farming. classified as the best quality pomegranates
in the world, along with other fruits, including:
apricots, peaches, figs. grapes. apples, pears and
saffron. It is also rich in alalaan, al-boot and al-
shahs trees. Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar harbors o number
of unigue wild animals, such as the mountain ibex,
gozelles, leopords and wolves, as well as various
species of birds,

Reserve Management Plan

In this context, the Ministry of Environment and
Climate Affairs emphasizes that the management
plan for this Reserve will draw the proposed path
for the preservation of Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar scenic
value and its proper utilization for reviving the
local economy without causing damage to the
elements related to the natural, social, cultural
and historic (heritage) aspects through defining g
general vision for this plan along with goals related
to fulfiling this vision based on the dafa obtained
by the Ministry specialists and in collaboration with
a number of other concerned agencies.

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs also
emphasizes the numerous values that distinguish Al-
Jabal Al-Akhdhar from other attractions in Oman.
The dimensions of such input are manifested in
positive aspects, and the input is divided into
internal and extermnal. Internal input is points of
sfrength and weokness, aond external input is
available opportunities and threats. These aspects
include social, economic, technical, environmental,
legal and political dimensions. All these are
some images showing some of the negative
aspects of that input. To protect the captivating
nature of aAl-labal Al-Akhdhar, the Environmental
mManagement Plan of AlJabal Al-Akhdhar must
ansure the protection of its biodiversity and the

sustainabiiity of its natural and physical resources
in parallel with promoting sustainable ecotourism
and crealing a high sense of awareness among
Al-Jabal Al-Akhdhar inhabitant and visitors. In this
context, Dr. Mohammed Al-Sheryani points out the
several goals to be achieved to attain the required
general vision and facilifote addressing these geals
according fo the agency/agencies responsible for
its implementation by developing the programs
necessary for achieving each of the goals.

Areas of Special Protection

Al-Jabal Al-Akhadar Scenic Reserve encompasses
six natural locations covering a total area of 114
square kilometers of special artistic and cultural
value through land and water as well as the
combination of living organisms ond geological
formations that maoke captivating landscapes
worthy of protection and preservation. Therefore,
some locations that contain plant species unique
to Al-Jabal Al-Akhadar must be protected for being
outside the boundaries of the proposed Reserve.

In this context, it is essentfial fo identify the
elements necessary for the protection of those
locations. For example, the location shall include
one species of protected wildlife organisms of
conservation value and unique to Al-Jabal Al-
Akhadar, environment, harbour one species of
endemic wildlife (endemic pastures, wild frees
and bird nesting areas), represent a captivating
landscape (lagoons, springs, caves, efc.), include
elements of cultural or natural heritage such as
ancient tombs and abandoned houses. include
rare geological formations created by natural
elements throughout the years and is a big enough
area fo accommodate the entire habitat.
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When was your first experience with traditional
weapons?

In fact, | have loved weapons since childhood
because it represents pride for men in Oman and
their acquisition in itself is a symbol of manhood and
chivalry. My first experience with weapons was in
1974 when | was then 15 years old after joining the
national military squad stationed in Al-maghseel.
We used to go to Raysut for weapon shooting. |
learned maintenance and repair of regular and
automatic weapons from British squad (BT) stationed
in our camp after l underwent a three month course
in which Imanaged to pass its tests with disfinction.
| ' was given a prize which was a special machine fo
clean rifties. | remember that | was offered a large
sum of money in exchange for this machine, but |
refused as it represented as a source of pride for
me and | still fill now have this machine with me.

We would like to know more detalls about fradifional
rifles in Dhofar?

No doubt fraditional weapons in Dhofar are very
marketable in terms of the operations of buying
and seling and have their lovers and customers.
S0 as you see we are sitling here on the ground
here next to the Recreational Center of the
Municipality at Atten Plain in the evening while
in the morning we go to Al-Hafa souq to buy our
weapons. 5o we created by ourselves fraditional
markets. We ask competent oauthorities to
support us by establishing an appropriate place
for us to be a market for fraditional weapons.

What are the weapons you possess?

As a frader of arms. | have some weapons with me
loday which perhaps you will not find tomomow
because | buy and sell. but there are some rare
weapons that | cannot sell them at any price such
as a (Paul Witt) British-made rifle which is made in
!

the sixties of last century. It was used by military
sniper units, and was also owned by sheikhs and
nobles. When somebody in the Sultanate travelled
and returned to his family, accompanied by this
rifle, the family would be happy as if he refurned
with a ship carmying various types of goods. | also got
a month ago (Mauser) German-made rifle, model
1918, which is locally known as [Abu hur) due toits
long size. It was one of the rifles which were used in
the First and Second World War as a supportive rifle
for machine guns to shoot down planes. Its range
was 4 kilomefers and it hit the target accurately.

What are the most popular traditional rifles during
this period?

Most traditional rifles are popular but As-Saktoon
is the most popular due to its lightness and ease
of use and availability of ammunition It is used
significantly in shootfing competitions as it is one
of the light weapons in acddition to maintaining it
as part of our heritage which we all in this country
proud of.

Tell us about the maintenance and repair of
fraditional weapons.

Repairing of fraditional rifies is not an easy profession.
It requires great patience and experience that |
acquired over years. | can fix all damages and |
work as a consultant in one of the workshops for
repairing rifles. | camy out my dufy when it is difficult
for workers in the workshop to repair any rifle.

What does rifie mean to you?

| spent most of my life camying a rifle. It is my
companion. It is with me all the time. | used to put
it beside me even in my sleep though we live in our
country now in security and peace thanks to His
mMajesty Sulfan Qaboos bin Said. It is as a member
of my family.

A final word to say,

| hope that traditional weapons are given more
attenfion through organizing special exhibitions to
acquaint the new generations with the traditions
of their ancestors, and also helping young people

who are interested in seling or maintenance of
these weapons. Also, | would like to thank Asayel
magazine for this interview and its attention tfo
record our heritage wishing it more success.
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Making of (Da an)

A lot of traditional products depend on using

paim leaves. Making these products has been |
preserved as a tradition for many generafions. |
All types of date palm trees either wild or |
planted are used in making baskets and !
others palm products around Oman. People !
in urban and rural areas take care of planted !
. prefer Al Mabsili palm leaves. Dry leaves is the main
L iterns to make Al Zifana  with leaves and ropes.

i Method of Do'oon production: firstly, dry fronds
! are cut from the palm. This work is vsually done

palms and benefit from them. Bedouins live
outside the city in houses made from palm
frond. it is also prepared in summer season
during dates collection.

In addition to dates, Omani people utilize all parts
of date palm and its remnants in making fraditional
works. The date palm fronds are used in making
various fypes of boaskets besides using them to
strengthen some items like food covers and other
wiorks. Trunks are also usued in construction works
and building of roof beams. They are alse burnt
to produce coals and generate fires for white
lime used for house facades. Fibers enter in many
industries like ropes. baskets holders and camel
saddles besides dishes cleaning.

Making of Da’an is considered one of the COmani
handicrafts which depend mainly on palm frond.
The frond is 3 to & meter long. Date Palm free
produces nearly 8 to 20 fronds annually. Number
of fronds in each branch are 120 to 240 . The frond
grows for 3 to 7 years. Dao'an are used to build
houses such as fents in addition to Mistah [ a
place to dry dates) | house fence and other house

01 |\

An Omani craff that utilizes domestic environment elements

. furniture. Uses of {da’oon) varies from one Wilaya

to another.

There are two methods to moke [Da’an). The
first way is distinguished by zifana (preparation of
Da’oon with branches) and the other by Zifana
without leaves. Al fardh date palm leaves are
prefered while making Da’ocon and some people

in summer season each year., All these fronds are
later collected in which their ends and thorns are
removed and sunk on water for one day. In the
second day, Al zafnah [0 group of palm fronds)
is made in which it consists of ropes that are tied
up together with branches in o wide way. Each
zaofnah may comprise 5§ to &6 rope bundles.

At the beginning, one branch is tied up in which
ropes bundles are distributed and the maker’s feet
are put on each bundie. Then fronds are collected
at the front of makers info two groups left and right.
The right group bundles cre to be placed opposite
the left ones at the end of the frond.

In tying process, frond s back is placed up and
front down so da'oon becomes free of leaves.
When one frond is placed, it is tied up by knot and
where feet is placed overit in order not to expand
until ancther frond is placed . Then the two are tied
up besides each other by a knot. Number of fronds
in cne da’oon process reaches up to100-150.

Prepared by: Public Authority for Craft Industries
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Karmah

Karmah (camel-milking bowl) is a tool or
traditional craft known by the nomads , rural
and mountain people in Dhofar governorate .
It is used to collect the milk during the camel
milking process. Karmah is derived from
the word Karam in Arabic (generosity). The
making of Karmah is very creative and needs
great experience and skill as there are more
than cne raw material taken from plants and
animals used in producing it. It is noticeable
that there is a piece of leather at its bottom
from the outside part covering plaited leaflets.
They are not the leaflets of a date palm or a
coconut tree. They are taken from a tree called
desert palm (Nanorrhops ritchiana) or locally
known as Al-Azaf.

They are extracted from the middle of this tree and
dried. Then, they are put in a circle shaped tool
called Mathaq along with water or camel milk to

be softened and accordingly easy to be bent and
shaped. Itis also to change its color to lighter one.
Then the additional parts are removed and the
plaited strip is formed at the base as per the size
of the Karmah and is rotated in a circular motion to
the top of the Karamh. After the completion of this
process, goat leather is brought after being dried
and is fastened at the base of the Karmah from
the outside part. Then, it is stitched by date palm-
frond leaflets. This craft is one of the most difficult
professions because they rely on rare materials
and sometimes the artisan need to work hard to
prepare them well. The leaflets extracted from Al-
Azaf tree is also used in various craft industries
such as hand bags, and food storage boxes
thanks to care of the government represented by
the Public Authority for Craft Industries accorded
to such craft industries.

Prepared by Hamoud bin Salem Al-Riyami
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in theirwork. Then | found that the Swahili Language
is extremely saturated with the Arabic letters as if
they speak Arabic only with some twist of letters
and other words used for linking sentences during
their talk. So, | stopped reading and began to note
down the Arabic words that were conspicuous
during their talk. Thus, | managed to list more than
(80) Arabic words in that session only. Then | said to
myself: (The Arabic longuage has a great asset in
the Swahili vacabulary, however that is unexplored
and unknown. Hence, my educational mission
started with regard to the integrated research in
the Arabic language vocabulary existing in the
Swahili Language, starting from the words and
vocabulary recorded at that moment. Actually, |
have engrossed this project with confidence and
belief that there is o common and durable link
between the two longuages that must be must
disclosed perfectly clear; so that African person
can learn the Arabic Language with ease, asifhe is
reslearning his Swahill Language, although through
another language and in a different way)".

Swahili Dialects Influenced by Omani
Vocabulary

I asked him about the Swahili Language itself. Does
it have several accents region-wise as the case is
in Arabic? Are these dialects greatly offected by
the Omani dialect and vocabulary as a result of
the prolong intermixing befween the Omani and
Africans over the past centuries?
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He said: "Those looking for the Arab component
in the Swahill Language will obviously find that the
vocabulary of the latter has Standard Arabic words
originating frem the Koran, to the extent that none
of such words can be separated from the mother-
language. That is because they have become
one matrix and there s no African substitute
Terminology. They are absolutely pure Arabic,
signifying the eloguence of Arabic used by the
Omanis hundreds of years ago during the process
of mixing with the African people. The colloquial
used that time waos classical Arabic in nafture
without pretence". Moreover, it can be said: “that
the Swahili Language is simple and easy formed
long ago to intermingle with the languages of other
civilizations that setfled in east Africa. However,
the wordy and terminclogical overlapping is very
limited and selected from the languages that
have affected it. There is no such dull redundancy
in the language such as the many terminclogies
denoting one meaning. lts vocabulary is mainhy
focused on what the meaning expresses directly.
Even for its written letters (now in Latin}, there is no
unpronounced like the silent letters in English or
French and other languages or as is the case in
the Arabic language, for instance the silent Lam (L)
which is written but not pronounced™.

The Semantic Value of the Word

MNasser Al Rowahi said: "We may ask another
guestion in this context. How the semantic value
of the word came into existence?
We hear a certainword in another
language we do not understand
and such word does not represent
any thing for us because it does
not apply fo a particularimage or
an act known to us. What gave
the semantic value of the word is
sheer custom and agreement of
the speakers on its significance
in certain expressions verbally
and words on multiple images
and acts practiced in life in g
monaotonous  way., S0, those
words embodied a piece of
information conceivable fo the
people. For example: If vou hear
a person speaking Hindi and asks
his friend to close the door in their
native longuage wheraas you
are not aware and knowing that
language, then that pronounced

vocal resonance would not mean to you anything
unless you have seen the other person closing the
door. Then you the congruence between the use
of speech and the resultant reaction. So are the
images of using languages in our lives and their
variations”,

Understanding the Language of the Quran

He added: "I seek through this Project to achieve
an issue bigger than just teaching Arabic to the
Africans. That is to assist the African Muslim reach
to the core and deep understanding of the Holy
Koran and lslamic Religion thraugh the language
by which it was revealed and not through the
Swahili Language which is incapable to contain
the meaning and prenunciation of the Holy Koranic
sense as orginally brought down in the Arabic
Language. Otherwise, if the African individual
wants fo understand and simulate that in another
language. he will not succeed to access the
huge package of feelings involved in every word,
verse and Surah of the Koran. Hence, a great
effort has been focused on understanding the
language of the Koran via ifs sole language. The
first stage of this is to learn the Arabic Language
with utter efficiency including its expressions and
their meanings os well os its Rhetoric and Verbal
Ameliorations. The Rhyme in Arabic poses as one
example. although it is not appedling unless it is
perfect and repetition free. 5o is the beauty of
the language of the Holy Koran. which ranged
between intermission and fronsmission. On the
other hand, it shunned us from the style of the
contexts, especially the artificial ones. while
it impressed us with the rhymed proverbs. If a
speaker uses rthyme some fimes. he maokes his
speech more consistent and elegant. while if he
confinues on rhyme concentrated on shape and
loses charm and gravity, Little rhyme was used in
the post and is still being vsed and returning to it
does not indicate elevation of the style. It is a part
of the language that did not detach from it at
any period of time. What matters is the power of
formulation and in the effect. How could we get
this meaning in a language other than the Arabic
Language".
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The road from Dar es Salaam to

(Bagamoyo) was of great beauty. The
small huts scattered among the hills,
highlands, small coconut frees and some
forest trees, represented a picturesque
and enjoyable view on both side of the
road in a wonderful blend of the reality
being experienced and the history and
civilizations that had existed in those
places. Qur destination (Bajamoag) is
one of the most beautiful coastal cities in

MNasser bin Said Al Rawahi accompanied us on this
trip, he has been the jovial mate of the frip and a
genuine storyfeller. Nasser has two sweethearts he
was able to bring them together in one place. He
never thought of the long miles and distant horizons
he used to travel to and fro'in order to meet both
of them, bring them together under one roof hit
by uninterrupted natural sky showers and make his
dream come true.

| called him one day to know his whereabouts. He
said:" | am near by, in Samayil”". Then | asked him:"
Which one? They are two”. He said: "It is Sumail the
island". So | discovered that he was in the Green
lsland (Pemba)] which was loved by him Samayil
and where he established g hotel called Sumail
surrounded by tall coconut frees. Simultaneously,
the Samayil of Oman lies amidst Al Khalas, Al Khisab
and Al Madlouki tall Date Palm Trees.

Masser bin Said Al Rawahi believes that Omani
civilization which existed in East Africa was a
civilization with established rules and origins as well
as great columns and foundations. It was not a
transitional one ending after a while nor a caosual
benefit to be replaced by another. The evidence
to prove that is that the Omanis have returned to
confinue the reconstruction of Africa and bring
hoppiness to its inhabitants with the same spirit of
tolerance known to them without any blemish or
doubt.

| came to know that the President of Tanzania
attended Ramadan Iffar organized by the Omanis
of Tanzania in his honorin the Green Island [Pembal.
HE the President was extremely happy and gratified
to be present amoeng these young people in their
white Omani Disdashas and beautiful Turbans

Tanzania. It was established in the end of
the eighteenth century and had been the
original German in East Africa and one
of the most important frading ports along
the east coast of Africa. As the capital
of the province, it is inhabited today by
about 30,000 people, also classified as @
World Heritage Site under the auspices of
UNESCO and lies about 75 km from the
city of Dar es Salaam, overlooking the
famous island of Zanzibar.

while celebrating. His Excellency’s words to them
involved recognition and thanks to Oman, its
people and culture which had been hosted by
Africa for a long fime. Without this civilization, those
places would not have any historic or heritage
mentioning.

Teaching the Arabic Language

Bock to Naosser Rawohi and his two. love stories
(Samayill ond his motives for launching his
education programme in s new appearance.
That is: Teaching the Arabic Language through the
Swahili Language. He said: “Tanzania represents
for the Omanis that beautiful place where they
came long fime ago; to spread lslam and peace
as well as their cultural ond scientific creations. 3o,
ne matter if the time posses or crisis and events
take place, they still remain faithful fo the same
Covenant. They have no other issue in Africa
except making its people happy. developing their
places and return its civilization as before as it
wias once the focus of attention of the world as a
result of the development and progress Africa had
witnessed at all levels. From this point, the Arabic
language had to be reconsidered as a learning
instrument fo understand the Quran, the Sunnah,
the Prophet's Biography, the different chapters of
the Islamic Jursprudence ond obundant Arabic
literature. Hence. | thought of the best way aond
the simplest venue fo enable the Africon person
lzarn the Arabic Language. | have found that the
eqsiest way to achieve this goal is to teach the
Arabic Longuage through the native language
of the African pzople themselves Le. the Swahili.
| came fo this conclusicn through an experience |
have had. While | sitting on the termace of the hotel
reading a book, | heard a number of construction
workers speaking in that language while engaged
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'Safah House
Beit A’'Safah

. The inherited house is o symbol of pride and
appreciation for every Omani living In this land of
blessing and omens that contain stories of sacrifice
for many ages.. Thanks to the Government's
concern and the Inhabitants® cooperation,
Identity of these houses had been restored for our
generation.

Four centuries

Bait Al Safah in the Wilaya of Al Homra is one of the
most beautiful houses which were built during Al
Yaariba rule since 4 centuries and in many sfages.
The eastern side is the oldest which is unigue with its
floors and high building and old- fashioned doors
and ceiling.

A house of science

Bait Al Safah was headquarter of Sheikh Zahran
bin Mohammed Al Abrh, Father of the known
family (Zahran sons) . From this house, instructions,
coordination and management orders were issued.
A number of scholars | Judges and Walies were
brought up in this house including Sheikh lbrahim
bin Said Al Abri, the Sultanate’s former Grand Mufi.

Heritage project

Bait Al Safah project is supervised by Shiekh
Sulioman bin Said bin Iohran Al Abr in order
to revive heritage and preserve forefathers
inheritance. it also came to acquaint visitors with
the history, traditions and customs of Oman. Now
Bait Al Safah became a touristic destination that
attracts many people from various countries of the
World as being one of the unigue historical site of its
kind in the Sultonate.

Omani life

Since & years and Bait Al 3afah has been open
for visitors everyday receiving many tourists from
inside and outside the Sultanate. A tourstic guide
provides them a detailed explanation of the history
and events inside the house. He gives them a brief
on how fo prepare the Omani bread (Rukhal) and
Omani Coffee besides ways of extracting Ben free
oil, tailoring using manual spinning machine, making
perfumes., grnding grains by the old method
(Raha) and others daily actlivities practiced by the
COmani people in the past. The guide shows them
every comers of the house where they can set in
the Mallis and experience the COmani hospitality by

i e

offering dates and Omani coffee . Rukhal breed
and Omani sweet (Halwa). The traditional arts such
as Razha and Al Razfa are also performed.

Media benefit

COman TV made a number of Ramadan serials and
some of Gulf drama works at Bait Al Safah, It is
indeed o unigue tour inside the Bait Al Safah.
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L&T is helping to place Sohar on the world's industrial map - by manufacturing heavy engineering
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Oman - many of them SMEs - with whom we built firm linkages of trust.
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The Omani popular cuisine included a variety of delicious
dishes. In this issue we will focus on the Dhofori bread
locally known as Al-Mardhoof or Al-Hodeeda bread. It is
well known in the Governorate of Dhofar due to ifs good
taste. It Is eaten In different meals. whether breakfast,
lunch or dinner and served with honey or tea. It is called
Al-Mardhoof because it is kneaded into flattened square-
shaped pieces which are folded above each other.
This kind of bread also called the Al-Hodeeda bread
because it is placed in a pan made of iron in which it is
fried by ofl fill } is well cocked and ready to be eaten.

The components of AlMardhoof bread include water.
salt, oil, fiour ond yeast. They are mixed together and
kneaded by ghee or mik and divided into pieces.
Then, the dough is flaltened into the form of rolls and
oll is added. Each four pieces are folded on each other
like paper sheets and then left for a short pericd. After
that. they are flottened by wusing a square-shaped
wooden tool and placed in the fire and stimed by oil

The al-Mardhoof bread is very high in calories: one piece of
bread will make you feel full. This kind of bread is mistakenly
called Tawa bread as we told by Bonat bin Al-Dhagar bin
Massib bin Farhan who gave us the recipe for making Al-
Mardhoof bread.
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INn Nakhal

Ramadani Customs & Traditions
embody Social Solidarity
between the Rich & Poor

Reporled by: Saif bin Khalfan Al Kindy

Since hundreds of years ago, some of the mud-built
and wall surrounded villages in Wilayal Nakhal,
have been like big houses, which include neighbors
within their surrounding walls while meefings are
held in the Village Council for discussing their
affairs. These houses with thelr compact chambers
and overlapping pathways indicale unigue social
hoemogeneity whereas the people live in the same
social system imbibed with the norms of the Islamic
Religion benign habils and adorned with good
treatment and respect for neighbors.

The month of Ramadan in Wilayat Nakhal has
good customs and fraditiens derived from o good
manifesting Social Solidarity among the local
people. Some of those benign customs are still
practiced in various villages in the Wilayat and
some have foded to become passing memories
ameng the elderly members of the society yet
unknown fo the cument generation, except a few.
Nevertheless, the joy there is shared by the young
and old, rich and poor.

The celebration of Ramadaon has its own finge in
those ancient vilages where the mosque represents
a cultural and educational center in which the
good customns are instilled and the generations are
brought up the right way. Therefore, each of the
mosques in the Wilayat has been state a center for
teaching the materials of religion and language,
where educational workshops are held in each
of the mosques of Nakhal and Al Ghareed which
are the oldest mosques in the Wilayat . Usually
those lessons are held after the Asr prayer and

ol

such customs are considered a continuation of a
religious and social legacy rich in noble values,

Ramadani Customs almost exfinct

It goes without saying that most of those habitsin the
vilages of the Wilayat os well as the mountainous
viloges such as Wadi Mastal, Al Abiad, Al Taw,
Halban. Al Mahalil, Bawa. Al Qara and Al Hasanat
and the villages of Wadi Bani Haras are similar to
a large extent, as they still maintain many of those
nobile values and customs.

Among the mostimportant good customs that were
practiced during the heoly month of Ramadan, the
so-called locally (Al Fitra) which name is taken from
the Iftar i.e. breakfasting. Whereas the Authority
identifies a number of Al Fard palm trees belonging
to the mosque Awgaf which reap of both fresh and
old dates as distributed by guotas agreed at that
fime, to all mosgques and women shrines women
[women private chapels in those villages).

Farmer Rashid bin Mohammed Al Bahri — resident
of the Al Saaba vilage and one of the elderly
persons who used to pursue Al Awgaf funds, stafes
that in this village there was a suburb of palm trees
called (Mal Abu Sabaa-money of the father of
seven), atfributed to that person whose yields and
crop were being distributed to the seven mosques
evenly. This was known as Wagf Al Targhib or
making desirous and perhops os to induce people
to do good and perform acts of worship in the holy
month of Ramoadan, Therefore, the harvest of dates
from the suburbs was sold and the amount spent for
purchasing vessels of the dates to be distributed to

those seven mosques as meal for the worshippers
before starting their fast (Schoor).

Rashid Al Bahri added:; “If Ramadan comes in the
summer. thatamountofmoneyisusedinbuyingsome
fruit to be served at Sahoor time after Al Tahajjud
prayers where parents meet again in the courtyard
of the mosque. Moreover, those fruits cover even
the secluded Muslims, Travelers and the Wayfarers.

Use of Awgaf Funds

Since ancient times, people of Wilayat Nakhal are
keen to practice good management and disposal
of Awgaf Funds. For example, Al Ghareed Mosgue
- one of the ancient mosgues in the Wilayat -had a
share of Ramadan (Al Fitra) encroachment egual
to 12 benefits (Mannan) from Al Fardh Dates( (Al
Mann is an old Omani unit of measurement egual
to four kilos) i.e. an average of 48 kg of dates. The
smaller mosgues of Al Biader and Ardh Al Ghorfa
had their share of (Al Filra) equal to two  benefits
[Mannan). It is notewerthy that the distribution of
the quotos is subject to several factors, including
the number of worshipers in every mosque,; the size
of the mosque and its distance from the land of the
moratorium [Wagf). Then the remaining amount
of dates is distributed to the rest of Awqgaf in the
Wilayat. There were frustiul people who monitored
and had keen attention to the Awqof Affairs.
including (Al Zahid) Sheikh Saif bin Mohammed bin
Suleiman Al Kindy (famaous as sponsor of pebble or
the owner of the cave. After came a number of
other sheikhs and judges like Sheikh Mohammed
bin Saeed Al Kindy and his son, Judge Sheikh Saeed
Bin Mohamed Al Kindy, the judge Sheikh Suleiman
bin Ali Al-kindy and Sheikh Masser bin Mohamed Al
Kindy, may God have mercy on all of them.

Al Ghareed elderly people remember that there
were Trustees following of the Awqgaf of the mosques
and Ramadan. Before the Ministry of Awgaf and
Religious Affairs started to appoint personnel to
follow up the endowments, there were other
Sheikhs in charge of the Awagafl in Greater Al Saaba
Village. Al Safala Vilage and the rest of the villages
in Wilayat Nakhal .. However, the interest in such
green funds has become less nowadays.

In those bygone eras of time, the in charge of each
mosque keeps the amount of Dates in the mosque
store and produces fthe Fasters' day-fo-day
requirements offered as Iftar to Muslims in general
and guests from outside the Province.

Grains and remains of the Dates are collected
for use as animal fodder or sold in the market of
the Province. Then the obtained price is ufilized
in preparing three meals of rice provided fto
worshipers after every fen nights of the holy month.
This is considered a good way for managing and
using the Awgaf Funds.

There are still many people making their Iftar with
the neighbours in the courtyard of the mosque.
This is @ good custom showing solidarity and

cooperation as well as asking reward for providing
Iftar to Muslims and in order them to perform the
Maghrib prayer in the mosque.

On the twenty-fifth night of Ramadan, the village
teacher of the Holy Quran announces Eid al-Fifr
Holiday. To express their joy, the students of the
religious subjects come out from various schools of
the Hely Guran making two groups. chanting songs
of Eid and special popular Rozhat people of that
occasion unfil they meet at a place called Burj
Al Agah (Al Aqah is a high plateau built of stones
and mud). After that congregation, small children
play with pistols are filed with gunpowder and fired
taking pride in terms of the strength of sound and
intensity of the smoke left behind.

On: the hand, the girs prepare the Ed Seesaws
each consisting of a strong rope  tied up between
two Palm Trees.

To mark the middle of the holy month of Ramadan,
the people of each viloge distribute [Packages
of the Date Candy). The paockoge is made of
palm fronds in the form of two opposite sides
for putfing the candy in between to retain its
taste and tempergfure for o longer period.

Children Inform the Adults the Azan Time

One eldery in the Province says that Ramadan
has been an cccasion to celebrate its beginning.
middle and end. He recalls that when they were
young children, they would gather around the
masgues an hour before the Mughrb Azan to
sensor the voice of the Muezzin, due to the lack
of loudspeakers in those days. Those children used
to camy with them different types of sweets and
some of the finest dates. Shortly before the prayer,
the children start the process of exchanging sweets
among them. Once the Azan is heard. boys on one
side and girls on the other humry around houses
ond neighborhood chanting with one voice (Azon
has been announced) tfo be communicated to
those who do not hear the Azan for Iftar as the
loudspeakers were not available those days.
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Dagger “Khanjar' Belt

Craft Industries works on a productive plan for the
manufacture of Fabric Belt for the Daggel

In the framework of its keenness to consolidate the
production of oll parts of the dagger. the Public
Authority for Craft Industries has a productive plan
for manufacturing dagger bells from cotten fabric
embroidered with Zarri threads, in order to Inilicte
an integrated National Craft Product. Hence, the
Hand Weaving & Embroidery Center in Samayil is
working to provide various forms of dagger belis
through the provision of developed fabric belts with
various colours which contain motifs and patterns
inspired from the authentic national identity of the
Omani crafis

The Fabric Belt consists of naturgl skin Suede in
addition to seersucker. The belt is weaved from silk,
Zarri or silver thread usually containing geometric
shapes called Al Ragmah. The Hand Weaving &
Embroidery Center in Samayil is one of the leading
craft centers in manufacturing requirgments for the
dagger where the belt is produced woven with
golden or silver Zanf threads as well as coloured
cofton threads, accaording to taste selectivity.

Weaving one belt from seersucker requires about
sixteen hours of arfisanal production, whereas one
fernale worker in the Hand Weaving & Embroidery
Center in Samayil produces ight belts per month
with lengths of seventy (70), eighty {80) and ninety
(?0) centimeters and width of five and a half (5.5)
to six [6) centimeters. Through the diversity of sizes
and colour options, the Authority seeks fo achieve
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the acceptance of the Omani Crafts by various
segments of society.

However, the production of the Zarmi Fabric Belt
processes require the availability of hand looms
with special specifications. Therefore, the Authority
has provided an integrated system of tocls and
equipment in order to emphasize the importance
of the crafts development in line with the most
modern styles in design and productivity. That
required upgrading the technigues adopted in the
advancement of the Crafts Sector as well as the
contribution of such equipment to secure standard
specifications for the developed Omani Crafts,

For the first time, the Authority takes to produce
developed Cotton Fabric Belt for the dagger with
the objective of supporting the innovative inifiatives
targeted to upgrade the Omani Crafts Sector. In
this context, a number of initictives sponsoring
the Crafts Sector has been inaugurated through
the implementation of Craft Projecis in various
Provinces of the Sultanate. That will eventually
lead to promote the productive processes for the
Craft Indusfries, taking info account the Crafts
developmental and innovative fechniques that
ensure coping with modemity and achieving
marketing and promotional dimensions of the
Crafts Sector in order to establish a comprehensive
vision of sustainability.
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in order to be support the members in organizing
fraining courses and pursuing the application
of the Inslruments as these personnel represent
the cornerstones in all Government Authorifies.

Circulated to all Concerned Authorities:

The Authority also issued a circular to all Concerned
Authorities. explaining the adoption of a Joint
Classification System for Records and tables of
Extended Retention Perods and the importance
of applying the same to all Administrative Divisions
concerned in each Entity. Also to clarfy how
to save, organize gnd circulate the documents
and files according fo this system, confrary fo the
prevailing practice. The Systermn also explains the
role of the Authority in supperting the other parties
to implement this system. So, this Circular would
be a signal fo start applying the system in the
Government Authorities which should be prepared
to adopt it.

The System Inaugurating Ceremony was

organized to:

«  Mark and ingugurate the System in the entifies
subject to the Law of Records & Archives.

=  Make the Media owaore of its importance to
the success of administrative waork.

= Create transparency and attention.

=  Organize the work and facilitate procedures.

That ceremony gave the signal to start the
applicafion of the System and faciitote moke
access to the Authority's Website for easy reference.
It has paved the way for us fo make a good start
ond eliminate a lot of obstacles that could have
hindered our way ahead.

Meeting of Directors of Departments & Heads
of Sechons at Authority of Records & Archives
The meeting of the Directors and Heads of Sections
is crucial for making them aware of the importance
of the System, the steps required to carry it out,
review the action steps and fimetable, assimilate
the mechanisms Used in the application of the
System and also as an incentive to create their
units and the necessary processing.

Gr?anlmﬁcn of Training Courses To Whom the
Training Courses are provided?

About the training and rehabilitation, the Director
of Follow up & Technical Support af the Authority
of Records & National Archives said:"” Employees
of the Departmenis and Sections have been
trained to and con give the same to other junior
employees with follow-up and supervision of the
Authonty's Senior Stoff.

However as for the Autherifies that have not
established Departments and Sections, they have
been addressed to nominate persons representing
each type of the four common types of Records
and attach therewith a Table of Divisions
according to the existing jolbs in each Authority.
After the nomination the relevant Attendance Lists
are controlled electronically.”

Content of the Training Courses In this respect, Mr,

Mahroogi said;

"The training courses for the employees of the

Departmenis and Sections of the Authority are

conducted at the rate of 4 Speciglists from each

Authority totaling 7 Authorities i.e. 28 employees af

each course. Coursas will be as follows: -

=  Twice every month preferably in the first and
third week.

« Three consecutive days: Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday.

= Four and a half hours every day from 08:30 am

Sy
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until 13:00.
= Half-hour break every two hours.

Day One, the Course will contain the following: -
1. Definition of the Classification System:
Definition of Classification

Classification and Grading

Characteristics of Classification

Purposes of Classification

2. How to apply the Classification System:

= Allocating Classification Codes for newly
created Files [examples)

Functian of the general Organization.
Function of the Human Resources.

Function of the Financial Resources.

Function of the Physical Resources .

Day Two, the Course will contain the following: -
. Register the main Data on the cover of the

newly created File.

Follow-up farmation of files backgrounds.

File Inference & Retrieval Mechanisms.

Files Shelving in the cabinets.

Access to Files.

Exercises.

ay Three, the Course will contain the following: -
Familiarization with Extended Retention
Schedules.

How fto calculgte of Domage, Reference and
Transfer deadlines.

Completing Damage. Reference and Transfer
Schedules (Maocdels).

Familiarization with Tasks & Responsibilities of
the Mail Division:

oo ekl

& W ow

AL Incoming Mail Management
B. Ouigoing Mail Management

However, the Procedural Measures for the Commaon
Records Management System are contained in
(CD) and [PDF) and distributed to specialists during
the periods of the fraining courses.

Appointment of Coordinator for each Authority
Mr. Mahroogi  exploined: "The Coordinator
appeinted on the top of the Administrative Division
in charge of the documentation (Depariment
Manager / Head of Department}, is an important
official to hove access to and follow-up the
training courses and the application later on
and reporting. He will be the link between the
Authority and the other relevant establishments.”

Mr. Mahroogi saying:” Durng the period from
August 2012 until Moy 2013, the Authorty has
completed (7] fraining courses involving [365)
trainees from (43) Entities.”

About the future plans of this Project, Mr. Mahreogi
soid: “The Authority is engaged in completing this
System for insfitutions and companies thal the
Government contributes in their capital by at least
25%. It is working to communicate with Experts and
Consultants in this field.”

M, Mahroogi concluded by saying: "Our thanks
go to dll the units that have cooperated with us fo
accompilish this National Task and we also thank
the PUBLIC Prosecutor for making the Training
Rooms ovailable to us. Our special thanks are
extended to “aAssayel Magazine" for their interest
and highlighting this Project.
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Since itz inception, the Authority of Records &
Malional Archives has been camying out conftinuous
works. In this issue, we shall deal with the Unified
System for the Classification of Shared Records and
Extended Retention Periods Project. The work on
this vital and important Project, has aclually begun
since the year 2008, pursuant to the provisions
of Arficle (18) of the Law of Records & Archives
referred to and amended by the Royal Decree
Royal Decree No. (42/2008) dated 146/4/2008.

To learn broadly about this Project, Mr. Yagoub
ben Salem Mahroogi, Director of Follow up and
Technical Support at the Authority of Records &
Mational Archives, stated:" Due to the presence of
four groups representing the basic key functions for
any organized administrative work, the Authority hoas
produced a comprehensive plan for the evolution
of a Unified System for the Classification of Records
shared between Governmental Authorities and
Schedule of the Exiended Retention Periods, The
same has been submitted fo the Council of Ministers
which during its meeting MNo: [2/2009) dated
1/2/2009, has issued a decision for the formation
of a Committee to follow up the preparation of
a Unified System for the Classificalion of Records
shared among the Concerned Authorities. The
Committee is to be headed by the Chairman
of the Authority and the membership of some
officials from the Units of the State administrative
Apparatus. It aims to overcome the difficulties that
might hinder the application of this system in the
Government Units.

The Council has alse approved the possibility
of forming Work Groups stemming from the
abovementioned Commiftee to examine the
types of documents and prepare fables of their
xtended Retention Pericds.

Therefore the Authorty has formed (16) Work
Groups comprised of (75) employees, representing
(34) Governmental Units. These have been
distributed into four groups according to the basic
main functions, as follows:

1. Group I: General Organization of the
Governmental Unif.

It includes four [4) Work Teams dealing with the

following topics: -

= 1-1. Minister's Office, Undersecretary's Office,
Head of the Governmental Unit Office and
FPublic Relations & Media Office,

s 1-2. Legal Affairs / Planning and Organization /
International Cooperation. .

. 1-3. Technical Information & Documentation.

* -4 Security & Safety.

2. Group Il: Human Resources Management.

it includes four (4) Work Teams dealing with the

following topics: -

« 2-1. Employment & Personnel files.

» 2-2 Salaries, Performance & Upgrading. i

« 2.3, Training. Rehabilitation. Mobility and Social
Work.

» 2.4, Vaocatlions, Absences and the End of
Service,

3. Group lli: Financlal Resources Management.

It includes four (4) Working Teams dealing with the

following topics: -

« 3-1. Preparation of Budget, Revenue,
Investment & Government Funds.

« 3.2 Expenses & Deals.

3-3. Financial Records & Documents.

3-4. Audit [ Control.

4. Group IV: Physical Resources Management.

It ncludes four Work Teams dealing with the
following topics: -

e 4.1, Real estate, Furniture & Communications.
« 4.2 Eguipment & Vehicles.

= 4.3 Construction & Mainfenance Works.

=  4-4, Stores, Replenishments & Supplies.”
Director of Follow up and Technical Support of
the Authority of Records & National Archives.
also said: “In this regard, the Authority has
prepared an integrated Action Plan for building
a Joint Records Management System based on a
number of scientific steps beginning with training
the Work Teams on the mechanism of disclosing
documents and files of their Joint Administrative
Divisions. This is completed by examining the tasks
of the Organizational Structures, as well as the field

detection of the relevant files and documenis.

For the proper funcfioning of the Work Groups tasked
with the disclosure of documents, the Authority
has formed its own Work Group for controliing the
members of the Four Groups referred to above, Os
well gs the appeintment of a General Supervisor fo
assess the work outputs.

A mechanism has been identified to follow-up
the Work Teams and sel a limetable for the daily
meetings of the Authority's Work Team with the
other Work Teams of the Governmental Units for
guidance and discussion of the circuloted files.
50 far a nominal list hos been completed for the
types of the circulated joint documents and files
as per the Law of Records & Archives. The same
list has been sent to the relevani authorifies for
comment during a specified period. The received
observations will be discussed with the Concerned
Authorities in order produce a model list covering
work reguirements in all Administrative Divisions
included in the joint docurnents as follows: -

« Completion of a nominal list of all types of
common documents and files ond ‘control
onginating documents.

«  Complefion of the Procedural Instruments of
the systermn, including the Classification System
and Extended Retention Schedules of the
shared documents.

= Dissemination of the obove mentioned
Procedural Instruments to the Concerned
Authorities [subject to the Law of Records &
Archives) for comments on them".

Director of Follow up & Technical Support at the
Authority of Records & National Archives added:
“The work continued during the year (2011) for the
preparation of the said System accerding to the
previously prepared methodology of work. Thereby,
the observations of the Concerned Authorities on
the Procedural Instruments of the System have
been discussed with those Enfities subject to
the low of Records & Archives, to reach the final

version of the common Records Management
Systemn. Then the same was then submifted to the
Council of Ministers for approval and endorsement
prior to being sent to the Concerned Authorities for
implementation.

It is worth mentioning that on 30 January 2012,
the Council of Ministers issued Resolution No. (...
MW / 102/276) during its 2™ Session (2012) for the
endorsement of the Joint Records Management
Systemn  common. However on 19 May 2012
Ministerial Resolution No. (2 [/ 2012) was issued
by His Highness Sayyid Haitham bin Tarig Al Said,
Supervising Minister supervising over the Authority
for Records & National Archives with regard to the
Unified System for the Classification of Joint Records
& Extended Retention Periods. The same Resolufion
was published in the Official Gazette number 974
on Saturday 5 Rajab 1433 AH comesponding fo 24
May 2012,

A Supervisory Committee for the application of the
common system for the Classification of Records
& BExtended Retenfion Periods, was formed under
the Chairmanship of His Excellency Dr. Hamad
bin Mohammed Al Al Dawyani - Chairman of the
Authority for Records & National Archives and
the membership of Yogoub ben Salem Mahroogi
ond 3omi Mali Jipte. In addition, o Work Team was
formed to be in charge of the application of the
Common System through five sets. The first group
is concerned with the General Organization of o
Concerned Authority, the second group specializes
in Human Resources Management, the third
group is concerned with the Financial Resources
Management and the fourth group isrelated to the
Physical Resources Management”,

Cn the methodology of work applicable the Joint
Procedural Instruments, the Director of Foliow up
and Technical Suppeort af the Authority of Records
& National Archives, said: "On 28/08/2012 AD and
under Mo, } 114/201 E? a decision was issued forming
a Committee to follow-up the cpplication of the
Common Records Management System
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research and regulatory aspects in the light of the
growing phenomenon of wildlife hunting.

In this context and in coordination with the
Competent Authorities, has given Judicial
Authorization to the personnel of the Notural
Protectorates. Thereby, a number of iregularities
have been apprehended in close cooperation
with the locol people and the Royal Oman Police
and later fransferred to the Competent Judicial
Authorities.

Arabian Leopard Conference, September 2013
The Office of Environmental Conservation in
cooperation with the Mational Center for Field
Research (Environmental Conservation] and
the Ministry of Environment &Climate affairs,
participotes in the preparation for the first Arabian
Leopard Conference during the period 29/9 -
01/10/2013 in the city of Salalah.

This Conference aoims to gather speciolized
expertise in the field of the Arobian Leopard
Protection on regional and international levels
to establish a national strategy for protecting this
species threatened with extinction due to the
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decrease of its natural environment and numbers.
The last group of this species concentrate in the
Dhofar Governorate Mountains and some parts of
the Republic of Yemen.

MNalure Froleciorates

Living Creatures & Wildlife
Frotectorate

Assuruin Frcn‘eclorm
Khor Salalah Natural
Protectorate
Ras Al Shnjnr {Tup of Trees)
Protectorate
Khuwair Natural Protectorate

Environmental Projects

Nublan |bex 5urve~; Froject
nmbhn Gazelle Suwev F'r'c.'-]éic'i' '
Blnck Falcon Surva-,r Project
~ Houbara Bird Survey Project
Reem Ghazal Resetiement
Project

Arabian Desert Lynx Survey
Project
- Arablon Leopard Conservation
! Project
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Environment Conservation Office in Dhofar and an
Active Participation in Salalah Tourism Festival 2013
Inlight of the remarkable successes of maintenance
of the Arabian Leopard Protection Project on both
the regional and intemational levels, the Office of
Conservation of Environment has opened a new
Office in Dhofar to manage the Project and support
the means of protection in this Governorate that
armasses most of the biodiversity in the Sultanate.
This new Office has besn working since the
beginning of September 2012 in temporary offices
in the Department of Administrative Development
Salalah shifting to the permanent location in the
Aoukad area in March 2013, During that period,
this Office embarked on a number of Awareness
Activities in several areas as well as it participated
in the management of the second Exploration
Campaign exploration second in colloboration
with British Schools and the Ministry of Envirenment
& Climate Affairs in the areas of Al Hoshman and
Kheirfut aregs. The Office also manages the Salalah
Creek NMatural Protectorate which will be subject to
a comprehensive development process during the
next phase.

By returning to work this year. the Office intends
to participate in the Solalah Tourism Festival to
reflect the modern look of the Office as well as the
programmes to be camied out upgrading of the
environmentol awareness. In this regard, a set of
information posters have been produced in several
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areas of the Salalah Province which urge the local
community and visitors to cooperate to protect
the rare natural elements in the Sultanate heralded
by the Arabian Leopard, the Nubian lbex and the
Arabian Gazelle.

Reem Multiplication Project - Living Creatures &
Wildlife Protectorate in Al Wusta Governorate
After the success of the Oryx Resettlement Project
and returning it home at Jeddat Al Harasees,
the Office of Envionment Conservation has
recenfly been able to add a new element o the
Protectorate through an ambitious program for the
multiplication of the endangered Reem Ghazal
in the Living Creatures & Wildlife Protectorate in
Al Wusta Governorate (It should be noted that
the unauthorized hunting and the decrease
of the natural habitat for this animal rendered
it being included in the list of endangered
species). Therefore, the Office had to bring to the
Protectorate about 325 heads of this rare type from
inside and outside the Sultanate especially the
countries having natural habitats. These numbers
will be acclimatized during the cument phase then
released in the future to the wild according to a
tight plan ensuring the appropriate conditions
for their protection and reproduction within the
Protectorate.

Itis noteworthy that the Reem Ghazal is still existing
in the wilderness of the Sultanate, but it is exposed

s el e T i N
to harsh conditions which made the Office fake this
pre-emptive move to protect this type.

Exploratory Campaigns represent Fruitful
International Cooperation for studying the rare
Environments

The exploratory campaigns are the first fruits of
the regional and international cooperation. They
have exploited the potentials of the young people,
researchers and the inferested persons to conduct
Bio-diversity Survey Studies of in areas characterized
by rare environments in different parts of the warld.

In this regard, the Office of Conservation of the
Environment accepted to collaborate with the
campaign of British Exploration Campaign in the
manner of the first exploratory camied out by a
number of British Schools students in cooperation
with the Office Speciglists. the Ministry of
Environment & Climate Affairs and Sulfan Qaboos
University at Romlat Al Hashman ond Jabal Al
@amar = the Moon Mount (Kheirfut area) in 2012,
The second campaign has been camied out in
2013 to complete the first one.

The surveys conducted at Ramlat Al Hashman in the

South-East of the Empty Quarter. have established

the following:

« Existence of a number of the Sand Foxes and
Wild Hares.

= Signs and tracks indicating the presence of the
Sandy Cat in the region.

« Afleast fwo types of wild mammals, three types
of reptiles and more than ten kinds of migratory
and resident birds.

= More than seven types of wild plants spread
in the region, in addition to a large number of
insects, arachnids and scorpions,

» Several stone amow heads used for hunting in
the past.

» A number of fossilized snalls, seashells and other
seq creatures.

» A variety of stones that have been classified,
preserved and delivered to the Museum of
Matural History at the Ministry of Heritage and
Culture,

However, vide the surveys conducted at Jabal

Al Qamar - the Moon Mount (Kheirfut area),

the Team has documented several views of the

Arabion Leopard wusing smart cameras. These

surveys indicated that the region contains a unique

biclogical diversity indicoted by the presence
of 183 species of plants and dozens of species of
invertebrates e.g. insects, spiders and a number of
predators e.g. hyenas, wolves and foxes in addition
to 193 species of resident and migratory birds.

Envirenmental Conftrol and Checking Irregularities

During recent years, the Office has provided the
Natural Protectorates with a number of Wildiife
Specialists and Observers in order to support
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Since its inception in 1974 until today, the Office of
Environmental Conservalion has been aware thai
the process of “"Nature Conservation” can only be
achieved if there Is full knowledge of the objectives
of Protectorate and sincere will to fulfill those goals.
In this respect, the Office has employed its efforis
in the past for the maintenance of a number of
Matural Protectorales and the implementation of a
number of environmental projects as enfrusted to it
vide the Royal Orders of His Majesty the Sultan.

Cumently and in fulure, the Office is working on
making the conservation process more effective
and sustainable by focusing on the development of
relevant parties using close conservation programs
that are important for building the capacity of the
Human Cadres specializing in the Protection of
Nature, and involving the local population living in
or adjocent to the Nature Protectorates managed
by the Office of Conservation of Environment
through the development of conservation policies
and maotivate them to participate more positively
for the success of the plans and strategies of the
Office in the coming future.

Capacihy-building of Mational Cadres in the field of
Wildlife Conservation

During the past pericd, the Office of Conservation
of Environmental built the capacity of the Technical
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Cadres working in the field of wildlife protection by
sending a number of specialists to complete their
undergraduate studies as well as to give a number
of oppoertunifies for complefing post- graduate
studies in areas relted to their speciolizations.

The Office is keen to attach the field employees
to several courses e.g. Use of Weapons & Self-
defense Course and First Aid Course, not to
mention the attaching a group of specialists to
international and regional workshops relating
to the preservation of Wildlife concluded with a
workshop (in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates) on the
Protection of Endangeraed Arimals in the Arabian
Peninsula. In the same context, next-August wil
witness a fraining program for Wildlife Observers
and another for Wildlife Specialist in collaboration
with the International Union for Conservation of
MNature and one of the specialized: Institutes in the
Sultanate. These aim to widen the perceptions of
the Specialists in the Protection Programs properly
for the management of the protected areas and
environmental projects. in addition to cooperation
with thelocal communities. conducting field surveys
and brooder understanding of the legislations
and legal procedures. This programme will
continue for two months. and the Office hopes to
graduate frainees with full knowledge of collecting
evidences and recording scenes of the Wildlife

and conservation of its environment and improve
the joint work progress with the local communities.

Involvement of Local Communities in  the
“"Conservation” Processes

The Office of Conservation of Environment did not
ignore the supporting roles of the local community,
located in or next to the Natural Protectorates in
the process of conservation. This was viewed with
respect and appreciatfion in order to activate
such roles. Hence, during the first half of this yvear
2013 the Office conducted a comprehensive
assessment of the situation of the Protectorates
and Envirenmental Projects. including the extent of
satisfaction of local the communities and the level
of their environmental awareness of the Protection
Programmes camied out by the Office. Thereby,
samples of the local community. school students
and tourists visiting the Motural Protectorates have
been targeted and vaoluable results have been
reached which will contribute to raising the level of
the civil participationin the Protection Programmes.
In this respect, the Office is keen to dllocate a
permanent Corner for the local communities
to participate in all Fairs and Festivals under the
umbrella of the Office, for familiarization of the vital
role of this category in the sponsoring activities as o
major part of the entity of the Protectorates and as
a supporting party in the conservation of its natural

components.

The special day amange by the Office at Al
Shajarah (Tree} Protectorate for the Media was
a true beginning for involvement of the local
community in the owareness-raising activities of
the COffice. Therefore, a spoce was allocated to
them in the Protectorate for making an exhibition
displaying their Palm Leaves Products, Traditional
Medicines and Food Products extracted from
local plants like the mountainous thyme plant for
which the Protectorate is famous in addition fo “Al
Ddaja" plant used for the cure of some diseases.

The Office will also dlocate a complete Corner
for the activities of the local people within their
participation in Salalah Tourism Festival this year,
God willing.

Office Site on the World Wide Web

As a result of that the Specialists in the Office are
aoware of the importaonce of communicating via
the International Information Network [Infernet)
a Website has been recently designed for the
Office under the name "Nations” to be a modem
information window the interested persons and
researchers about the latest explications. This
Website i expected 1o be inaugurated in early
September 2013,

\ 140



7 ;.*,g.a,; 3H N rrTy—an
1206 727 Years of Nafure
5 3 ;-sg

{ -
S\ oY Conservation
dinll hon wiisg Achievements

Office for Conservation

of the Environment 1N Q man

s ladly~ Jodas It 2T Al
2G40 AL« Lh-ﬁ-lu lagndo uug il yAsyg ddlih o Ciluniln aio ule honillg 301 (6 LAlg
awgauoll e assiul e ol 6)LAllOUSIN dlo e KanDiAlg, 81 £ ol Alnguell GUg At gl 03ale

adlul (918 aul)oylubl 31 Lol gag .

JUs ode Al A Yg L YIS ) ode M Sl A

Ue tay Ul e soauli o YL A ULS 5] @l e 2.58) 900 ALLWYI 666 1183 Lle Jloll 1 [5
VUl (1o ol ot jal61 6 L3 Spal Ul agleg. Auonug A8 (16 06846 01w K8 AIg Aol (o
Ue iay Ol autzo  auwdi pulil atuy Ol alf 13] CUASg - oo b Allg <lueliig JIaillg sl yulg
ol oliao Ao &0y U @l o 251 Yl Al 03wg Alog Qi oy L1 . el U 0gdll jano
-oawac sl Ul alis Jolaysalls gy s Cigps

Strategic Visions focusing on building the Capacities of the Omani

Cadres, in coordination with the International Union for Conservation

02Jlgg 2ol e S (WU es Auldl ) Je Aoliig duailio VIl olel Jilow ilg (6 Sraulouue (i oaugo dudul adg o Reem Ghazal Multiplication Project in the Wildlife & Living Creatures
l.__.*-Dh:wuﬂ{'iﬁwﬂiuﬂﬂ_o:uﬁi\w‘mujﬁjiq{&mup}&mmaﬂ;.L.c;lr_'l.,'_;_ﬂI:r;*.lqUljxthlk:g-,l_‘uJ!.E;JULuUmc{miul | Protectorate

Wooall l8igog Cgamll LS Jaco . il rpgle) Inlanl puile=)l Aie wy=lpillg el uopnlig gaills duyell ogle
Exploratory Campaigns and fruitful International Cooperation for the

s ilow Soloy ol adeall b Lurga g e edvtunllg 2sng  ledu o . : : 3 & "
' study of the areas rich in rare environmental elements

U00 Ay s il Qug ol Allwlle jus saeg dlils diakidesr0 o ole $9inl Al Guaiil bhgew s aileo (o

opac slole (o ogllwg malliy

N 142



Uoelald

uas JUy wiq 5_1‘.;_19}! SRX

ol ke

— UL, EE9 62l XTS : oty 119 620330 ATS

S OIS (10 @038 plS loryees /i

NalS (o jiololl Bleyll aoliy T

L Goas =

‘ub 19l GYLo p p UL alowll &jlall durwgoll

jlanealllne e cadillscaalos @ otegroup.com 500 77 007 - wlandl ad J 9679 0730 souw ; LuSLa)l / 9550 2091; poll : (LSLAN : Wila

e !
¥ irmmgL oF <




I

E\Jj-h-u!

_ITEI o

udlm'- dhjf
:"r.q,ﬁ—rr e

ﬁm

_n_.a;-"'

SRT (guag s ailps ®uaas SRT M. dlanalps SRT jaullii paga SRT 5o o plilis 2aga

| dule dlops 698 | mojla Wil deise 6ald | dlaie Clias 695
e pwll Ol sanill @gp Gulals 6)9080 | 050 VRIS Lon]

Rl g Tl T L L O e
o P o B B R R T R SR e B B B R B R B
oy \_,"-x_.r’-'.._/':"\-_.-N_:E"-;_.-“‘x_.,"'u e T R RS

clln = Jigp 1 A Jlp & i, o

Lla.o Olhbawdd dupell dasoall (o (Gupbll sle 6 acluuoll ‘\S\JLMLLL:'-U-U
xx%0& los, s /lgian 0 aao0ll Jps yuslo Gloa »
Lilao (oA M.ye &iliun @023 + 6jao0 @yame

aloglaall o agjsl
info@chrysler-oman.com gle Liss Jalgi gl TEoA Eol. gle Ll

; _ y ®llne
a2 inll gai ololl () e
&g *un 5l g pall el guysil Gyl Gy Lol
a8 llg aolaallg «labl fo8 ayanil Lilitiw layas luso
0o sac pal wans gl el g8l mm L;.mﬁuu
UeAd s il la iyl uhu: @l s

j

g

—

-

-

\ N 4 T AN A = i :
né'; —— = ;

A —= i

l'*.' ;

T

Bagan GLal Jl dupalls glhil . aaaalINIE ga g ailpa “uas

Jeep

" T i ——
#
‘ ) \ 3 * .
—— — |\ = "*’-.l_.j
ﬁ* Jeep: Middle East LED aplaz; dyslsl agbas Al Sapas Elps Bayas iyl 832 ls Sl deliie g oo 8y i o gl i ale g Ay gt ilngigl M s JAL

Ranpill agha od A8l JELL ot A el ol ol 8op o

(OS levyene /lgia 0 — aigodl pas pusle lows Oljliwel] dupell Gimaatl po Gupbll gle 6aelungdl o Jusaun il Jouins®

wittE Bl el b O pbeio Uit U ah Ggges il a b pais i Ols mlio o RA MG M0 S

wiloglegll o sujol

nfo@chrysler-oman.com sl Liso Jualgi gl FE0A Eol. glc Juall




L.nlc LY 9 e Jaon
2 Lt g e

LY g1 oleadt alal! I LgB 35 OIS 5 GF g Skt cadal
ole yg alil dlada @laall diaw (p (ywgald Hlalud | 28 Mot i bio 3 puia
SASHLA Ala gl a gt EYTT (6,8 AT Awlias @ S0 oleall caadd) (JT1g

Cro 3l BuBads el LBlial ususd s 3eill god Busde Olglas A g Jundl Ludiue Joul pe dalads ale JS 2
OB yatly JSAT1 el padily Hlas ¥y Ole Wi (pe duis alas JLAT= YL (195953 [y aladl lia 2 .S 5lad ¥

ol3 0 I 15 e 2 Aldaled) ASold g unadd ) Ailgu 399 el dacs e oladl alaal
AT mame ol i 858 jebase peusms BS gasma

W ,0STY ) Ab S Bigaly AT Biga W ® S LIy LIS 35g g AT el | Siladie @ Sl Slasias
slodl slgee g poslidl @ Dinie? SlaZill @ Sl gleuSTly Sl Ja 501 512 @

= £ ™
'1"["'&-3'" i_}.&l:}_gJJ J-L.:JUMM ‘u
e At gy VY it sl A S MD
www. mhdoman.com - 5y,=<ei xelt infoEmhd.c0.0m - 5, e o Fivkrres ; el TivrTe- - s la



