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from the

Our dear country has not been distant from recent
events being witnessed by the Arab World. These
unusual conditions overshadowed the daily life but in
a distinctive way imposed by the Omani community's
solidarity. Dialogue and wisdom were present to
contain the situation whether by the government or
the community with all its components. The country’s
culture, identity, civilization and heritage had an
impact upon the citizens' interactions with these
incidents. His Majesty proved that civilization and
heritage are not confined to monuments, memorials,
forts, castles and etc. but they also mean morals
and behavior stemmed from the depth of Oman's
civilization with its values and principles since old
ages to the Islamic civilization which was inspired
by Prophet Mohammed (prayer and peace be upon
Him) who once honored Omanis with his blessed
saying, “Had gone to the people of Oman, they
would not have insulted or beaten you".

The winds of change which the Sultanate has
succeeded in benefiting from them, thanks to the
wisdom of its leader and government who were like
plant zygotes which bring growth to a fertile land
and accordingly prosperity for its people. It was a
great opportunity to pause with oneself for reform.
With youths' efforts, parent's cooperation and the
awakening of national conscience, Oman has
embarked on a race with time to achieve people's
great hopes and noble aspirations.

Another generous grant by His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said for sports was received by sports
community with utmost thanks and gratitude.
Traditional sports has its share from this Royal care
through His Majesty the Sultan's Camel Race Cup
which aims to assist people concerned with this
tradition sternming from the enlightened thought
of the builder of Oman’s modern renaissance to
preserve our great traditions.

With this comprehensive perspective on optimistic
daily events, equestrian and camel season was
crowned with success affirming its continuous
keenness to utilize all available capabilities for more
prosperous future.

Preparation
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Hamlola

The first round assigned for Hajaye| category for
4 km, first place went for Hamlola while second
was for Dama from the Wilayat of Al Jazir. Al
Tayyara from the Wilayat of Mudaibi won third.
Fourth place was for Jabbara from the Wilayat
of Barka and fifth place was won by Jabbara
from the Wilayat of Mudaibi.

Nouf

The second round was assigned for
Lagaya category for 5 km. first place was
won by Nouf from the Wilayat of Biddiya
while second went for Mahafel from the
Wilayat of Al Jazir. Azayim from the
Wilayat of Jalaan Bani Bou All came
third while Lahab from the Wilayat of
Al Dukum came fourth. Fifth place
went for Masirha from the Wilayat of
Al Qabil.

Muzna
The third round “Yada'a" for 6 km,
first place was won by Muzna from
the Wilayat of Biddiya while second
was gotten by Tayyara from the
Wilayat of Mudaibi. Third place was
for Mayyasa from the Wilayat of
Biddiya while fourth was achieved
by Jamhara from the Wilayat of
Biddiya. Jabbara came fifth from
the Wilayat of Rustaq.

Arbaeen

The fourth round was for Thanaya
Category for 7km distance. First
place was won by Al Arbaeen
from the Wilayat of Mudaibi while
Jawaher came second. Third place
was achieved by Dakhtora from the
Wilayat of Biddiya while fourth was
won by Al shaiba from the Wilayat
of Al Qabel. Hafla came fifth from
the Wilayat of Mudaibi.

Mayyasa

The fifth round was for Al Hool Category for 7 km. competing for His Majesty's Cup for camels’ races
2011. Mayyasa from the Wilayat of Biddiya came first while Marosha came second. Third place was won
by Hafla from the Wilayat of Al Jazir while Mayyasa came fourth. Fifth place was for Hashma from the
Wilayat of Kamel al Wafi.

Samha

The sixth round was for long Rakdha Ardha for 7 km. Sahma from the Wilayat of Biddiya came first while
Suraba came second. Al Dafeeri won third while Amar got fourth. Fifth place was for Shabar from the
Wilayat of Biddiya.

Prize distribution

At the end of the ceremony, the Chief Guest distributed prizes to the winners of advanced positions.
Cups, car keys and money prizes were presented to the winners from first to third positions at the final
races' rounds.

Fatik bin Fahar: “His Majesty honoured me to preside over the ceremony”.

The Chief Guest expressed that he was honoured to preside over the final ceremony of His Majesty
the Sultan for Camel races 2011 which is organized by Royal Court Affairs represented by the Royal
Cavalry. He added that His Majesty gives all case to this Omani pure heritage.

Big satisfaction

Sheikh Ali bin Mubarak Al Mukhaini, Director General of Royal Cavalry said that the final race was
assigned for citizens and Royal Cavairy did not take part in the final race. He added that he noticed a
good satisfaction from citizens to get cups of the final round. They bought the best fast camels in order
to win the His Majesty’s Cup.

The Director General of Royal Cavalry said that, *Willingly the race came out with a good success in
terms of organizing and the presented programs between the rounds”.




Nice gesture
The Royal Court represented by Royal Camel corps made a nice gesture by buying the camels
{pure Arabian camels) which were winning in first places at the race rounds.

Various programs

A program on Shilla Art on horse backs was performed by Royal Camel corps team and a show
of Royal Cavalry music, Al Ayyala Art, Caravans pulled by camels were presented. Also, the
Hampal Art on camel back and Rakhda Ardha were performed. It was concluded by Al Azi Art.

Dear Cup

Camel's owner dream in this dear land is to achieve a cup carrying His Majesty's name. |t
was clear through their preparation to enter into the final race and their enthusiasm during the
events of the race.

Partronage

His Highness Sayyed Fatik bin Fahar Al Saeed, presided over the conclusion ceremaony. It was
attended by the Minister of the Royal office, number of Their Highnesses and Excellencies and
camels fans.

Mayyasa
The camel Mayyasa from Biddiya won His Majesty's cup for Camel races for 2011 by winning first
places in fifth round assigned for Al Hool category for 7 km.

Great efforts
Good efforts exerted by the Royal Camel race corps to bring the race into success are distinguished
through the technical preparations of ceremony programs
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er Highness Sayyeda Alia bint Thuaini Al Saee-::h' sided over the inauguration of National
Geographic Exhibition “From China ta Arabia, Treas

Oman Voyage” at Al Qurum City Cen ich was organized by the Foreign

Ministry in cooperation with the Ministry of Heritagé&nt Gulture came within the Sultanate’s

celebrations of the 40™ glarious Nafibnal Day. It also ceincided with the annual Muscat
festival 2011. The exhibition dispiayadr‘lalmhaent ical objects and rare treasures that date back to the
period from the 9th to the 19th Centlry AD. It embodied Arab- Chinese relations in general and the
Omani-Chinese ones in particular. It also showcased historical voyages by the famous Chinese Sailor
Chan Kan to the Arab region. A seclion in the exhibition was also dedicated to retell the story of the
Jewel of Muscat dhow ship in its historical voyage from Muscat to Singapore.

Celebrating the 50,000 visitor
Meanwhile, 2 ceremony was held at the exhibition for the 50,000 visitor. Her Excellency Ambassador
Khadeeja bint Hassan Al Lawatiyah said after handing over a commemaorative gift to the visitor that
they were proud for reaching this number of visitors in a very shorl time adding that this reflected the
significance of the event and the audience desire to know more about Oman's seafaring history. It
attracted a great number of school students reaching around 5000 students. The event was also visited
\ eral top officials, personalities and foreign visitors, topped by His Highness Sayyed Fahd bin
Mahmoud Al Saeed the Deputy Prime Minister for the Council of Ministers and the Secretary General of
the United Nations who expressed his great admiration for the exhibition which represented a symbol
of the deep-rooted history and culture. It took more than two years for the preparation of the mobile
exhibition and more than 30000 work hours. In its ten months tour, the exhibition will cross more than
12000 kilometers in five cities in Asia.

Treasures
of Ancient

The Exhibition moves to Dhe
The Exhibition then moved fo Phy

: Dhofar te. It was opened at Ard Al Luban (Frankincense land)
Museum in Al Baleed archeoclegical recreation in Salalah under the auspices of His Excellency Sayyed
Khaled bin Hilal Al Busaidi the Secretary Generaliof the Council of Ministers (in that time) and currently
the Minister of the Diwan of the Royal Court. It aimed to embody Oman's relations during old ages
especially in the maritime field and showcase some valuable artifacts especially Chinese ones which
were found in the Sultanate. The Exhibition reflected the deep-rooted Arab and Chinese relations
especially those between Oman and China. It shed light on Chinese artifacts found in Sohar and
Qalhat that date back to the 9" century AD. They underscored the historical ties between the Sultanate
and China. The exhibition consisted of six halls showcasing different exhibits including archaeological
artifacts and precious treasures made of gold, silver, bronze, ceramic and jade. These exhibits which
date back to the period from the 9" to the 19" Century AD were found in actual excavation sites in Oman.
The exhibition also included some objects rented from the Ministry of Heritage and Culture, the Museum
of East Asian Art in Bath and Al Zubair Museum.

On the sideline of the exhibition, a seminar was held in cooperation with Dhofar University in which a
number of specialized academicians gave lectures. The papers dealt with a number of aiqni-fi::ant topics
included trade in the Indian Ocean, globalization in the Indian Ocean area in the ;:1:-3:'3_:1 and present
and the maritime archeology in the Indian Ocean area. The accompanying activities also included
lectures on the history of Dhofar and maritime archeology. Two documentary films, produced by National
Geographic Establishment were also presented. The first one was about the jewel of Muscat's voyage
from Muscat to Singapore while the other dealt with the phases of building the Ship. The two films w :
accompanied by a detailed explanation by those concerned with jewel of Muscat project.
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His Excellency Sayyed Hamood bin Faisal Al Bousaidi, Minister of Interior presided over conclusion
of annual camel races organized by Oman Camel Race Federation, For three successive days at
Camel racetrack in the Wilayat of Barka (Al Fulaij). A number of Their Highnesses, the Ministers,
Their Excellencies, Sheikhs, large number of viewers and fans of this sport took part in the event.
The final race included 7 rounds, the results were as follows:

FIRST RouUND: (AL THANAYA]
First place was won by Mudhila from Royal Camel Corps while Mazyona from RCR achievod second. Ibda
from Royal Cavalry came third. Fourth place was won by Momoyyaza and Mugeetha came fifth.

THE SECOND RoUND (AL THANAYA)
Duktora grabbed first place from the Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi followed by Al Dhabi and then Mayyasa from
Jaalan Bani Bou Hassan and Ishtiaal came fourth while Arbah acqguired fifth.

THIRD RouND
First place was won by Jabbara from the Wilayat of Biddiya while second place was gotten by Hafla from

the Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi. Shahina came third from the Wilayat of Biddiya while Jawaher won fourth and
fifth place was acquired by Shayba.

THE FEURTH RGUND (AL HBUL)
Shamikha of Royal Cavalry achieved first while Shaddad came second. Third place went to Naseem Al
Reef of RC and fourth was acquired by Al Bahiya while Tomooh won fifth,

THE FIFTH RounND (AL HeuL)

First place was acquired by Mayyasa of Wilayat of Biddiya followed by Majan from the Wilayat of Manah
which came second. Third place went to Al Kayda from the Wilayat of Adam while fourth place was
gotten by Mayyasa from the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bou Ali. Fifth place went to Shahina from the Wilayat
of Jaalan Bani Bou Hassan.

THE SIXTH RoUND
The final round assigned for Al Houl Category, Shaiba from the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani Bou Ali came
first while Al Maha won second. Third place was acquired by Al Sultana from the Wilayat of Jaalan Bani
Bou Ali while fourth place was acquired by Hishma from Jaalan Bani Bou Hassan. Al Shahina came fifth
from the Wilayat of |bra.

THE SEVENTH ROUND: (LENG RAKHOA ARDHA REUND])
Suraba acquired first from the Wilayat of Saham while Samha came second. Third place was gotten by
Samha while fourth went for Khamaisa. Farha owned by Salim Al Zarea came fifth.

AN~
A | | - e ' 5
. - . o

ASSECIATED EVENTS
Many interesting poems and traditional arts were presented namely Taghrood and Al Wanna. Also the
traditional arts band from the Wilayat of Barka presented a number of singing arts such as Al Razha
and other arts besides holding pure Arabian camels’ photos. Number of Omani artists took part. The
exhibition embraced a Bedouin tent designated for this purpose.

CAMEL MuzAINA

During the first three days of the event, Camel Muzainah was held. A big number of pure Arabian horses
from different Governorates and Wilayats of the Sultanate took part. The competition round varied in
order to give a chance for all camels’ owners to participate.

HONOURING

At the end of the event, the Chief Guest distributed prizes to the winners of the first 10 positions in the
seventh round and honored them with cars, armor and golden sword besides honoring the participated
establishments. Sheikh Saeed bin Saud Al Ghafaili, Chairman of Omani Federation for Camel races
presented monuments to the Chief Guest.




Oman Camel Races Federation
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Royal Grant

Organizing horse competitions in the Sultanate comes as an implementation of the Royal Grant of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos who ordered to hold horse races. The grant represented the big development
witnessed by the competitions besides increase of interest of racing horses and breeding of local horse
production.

Good Organizing
The efforts exerted by the club were clear in producing the final race with an attractive picture which
indicated the big interest of the club to develop the races and bring it up in different sides.

International fellow up
The French Jan Piro and Jhon Paul were invited by the Royal Horse Race to view the race and to get
benefited from their expertise in this field.

International attendance

Nathaly Bilinjair, Head of the International Federation for (Vigintry), Susan Santison, Secretary of the
Federation.10 horsewomen from Germany, Ireland, Turkey, England, Swiss, Italy, French, Holland and
Qatar took part. As well as participation of (4) Omani jockeys in the round were assigned for competing
over international level.

Criginality

Many displays were presented for horse caravans, riding, riding music bands performed by Royal
Cavalry Music band. Also equestrians’ skills were performed by Royal Cavalry horsemen; besides horse
Hampal was presented by Royal Cavalry horsewomen and children riders display. Display of countries’
flags was also performed in the round assigned to Vigintry Cup competition.

Horse rounds
Four rounds were assigned for Arabian pure bred horse and one for thoroughbred horses. The competition
was unique since a group of pure and purebred horses took part with challenging events since its start.

First round

The first round was for pure bred Arabian horses for 1600 m (cup of local and imported production). First
place went for Hamed Al Balushi riding Daglakan while second place was achieved by Asaad Al Siabi riding
Akhal. Third place was won by Abduliah Al Mahrougi.

Second round _
Al Magsail beach race over thoroughbred horses cup (1600m). The horse Try Undecat won first place while
Lavron got second. Third place was acquired by Ibrahim Al Mugbali riding Kawam.

Third round
Qurum Beach race for pure bred Arabian horses over imported horse cup (1600 m). Matchoblo ridden by
Hosni Al Hajri won first place while Azar MHF came second. Third place was won by Marhoof ridden by
Asaad Al Siabi.

Fourth round

Al Sawadi Beach race was for pure Arabian horses over Al Nukhba Cup. First place went for Ameer ridden
by Bader Al Hajri while second place was won by Al Deeb ridden by Asaad Al Siabi. Third place was
achieved by Al Haseen ridden by Al Maotasim Al Balushi.

Fifth Round

Al Seefa Beach race for pure Arabian horses over Vigintary Cup (1600 m).14 horse riders took part out of
which 4 from the Sultanate and 10 from the different countries. First place was won by the British horse rider
Rachil King while second place went for Irish horse rider Katharine Jain Harson. Third place was achieved
by Italian horse rider Jissica Marsilis.

Honouring
After conclusion of race competition, the Chief Guest honoured horse owners, horse riders, trainers’ horses

winning at race rounds. Later, the Head of the Vigintary honoured winners of first places in fifth round in
which horse riders competed for Vigintary Cup.




HORSE RACE
RoOovyAL CLUB

with an international participation A distinguished conclusion of Final Horse Race

Horse race royal club of Royal Court Affairs organized the final horse race for the season 2010/2011 at

Al Fulaij Racetrack for Camel and Horse race in the Wilayat of Barka. The race was Under the auspices

of His Excellency Doctor Faud bin Jaafar Al Sajwani, Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries Wealth with

the attendance of His Excellency Nasr bin Hamood Al Kindy, Secretary General of Royal Court Affairs,

number of Their Highness and Excellencies and large number of horse fans from the Sultanate and
other friendly and brotherly countries.
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Also, small boats (Alhuri) race was organized with the participation of 26 Alhuri boats which were divided inis
groups. The race witnessed great competitiveness among the participating teams. Many crowds watched the racs Gluwl slii
and encouraged the competitors enthusiastically. : -

9 G 35,40 3 dmudiall Oy elzg Ja¥I 35,01 e polid b Juax B8 Clsdll &8 § JW) geudl e Bl 205 Siele g
Aesults of the Race =
The results of the two races came as the following: I 5SL S e
In the big boats category, Shinas boat won the first place while Al Taleah and Sur boats came in the second ans Blul! clog Jo¥1 35,40 Rl 02U (3 s (33 39 Filaith] 3571 Jo¥1 de gazmal) Al (g98M1) Binial! woylodll Blew 33
third places respectively. S o . 3 ;. . e
In the category of small boats (Alhuri) race with regard to the first group, Saud bin Khamis bin Nagem Al Aress 5oo] AW egamll §s SN S § Rl pU O3 e ) deza Giluilly GBI A § golwll dmaz 9 puasd (9 de
won the first place while Hamad bin Khamis bin Jumah Al Alawi and Mohammed bin Khamis bin Nagem Al Aress o dama Bolully G 5501 3 el puses 3 e Ol Bilail) sleg JoVI 5L gl @ile deo o plle Gilul
won the second and third places respectively. I
In the second group, Saleh bin Hamad bin Mubarek Al Aremi came first in the race, while Nasseb bin All &5
Khamis Al Aremi and Mohammed bin Rabea Al Farsi won the second and third places respectively.
At the end of the event, the Chief Guest distributed prizes to the toppers in the two races.
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During the race, traditional arts of the Wilayat of Sur were performed that embodied its seafaring legacy. Folkiass
troupes performed some traditional songs and dances that expressed the deep-roated history of this Wilayas =
Sur.
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Race

-T.IE Traditional Boat

Company in cooperation with the Ministry of Sport Affairs, represented by
the Sport Affairs Directorate in Shargia under the auspices of His Excellency
Doctor Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Saeedi Minister of Health. The event was part of
the company's celebration of the 14" Annual Anniversary of its establishment by
the Royal Decree on the 9" of February 1994, and laying the foundation stone in
October 2000 under the Royal Patronage of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Saeed.

Q traditional boat race was organized by Oman Liguefied Natural Gas

T-‘i\f‘fﬂap‘uﬂ-ﬂl

The Big Boats Race

The activities of the event which was held at Al Batah beach in Al Afia track started
with the big boats race. Six out of ten teams took part in the race after the withdrawal
of four teams which are namely: Al Auroba club, Sohar, Sur health city project,
Qalhat health village. The six teams were divided into two groups. The first group
comprises Sur, Qalhat Liquified Natural Gas Company and Shinas teams, while the
second one consists of the teams of Al Taleah, As Salam, Megees. The two groups
competed to win the race cup. The 2.5 kilometer long race started form Masfiat Khor
Al Batah area passing through the areas adjacent to Khor Al Batah as to reach the
end point at the bridge. The teams of Shinas, Sur, Al Taleah and Magees qualified
from the two groups for the final competition. The event attracted a great host of
fans who followed the race holding their breath as the competing teams reached the
end point. Then, the feelings of delight and joy for wining the race prevailed in the
place. Shinas team won the race deservedly.
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Category (B)
The event was concluded by the Category (B) contest in which three horses participated after the

withdrawal of one rider. It was won by rider Khaled bin Darwesh Al Subhi on the horse “Shintal” from the
Royal Cavalry.

The Knight of the season

During the contest, rider Khaled bin Darwesh Al Subhi with the horse “Shakira” from the Royal Cavalry
was declared as The Knight of the season 2010/2011.

Units” Cup
The Royal Cavalry deserved Units’ Cup after achieving distinguished results in various participations
during the season. The Cup was handed over by the Chief Guest to Mr. Faisal bin Mahboob Al Raesi
Director General of the Royal Cavalry.

man Equestrian Federation (OEF) concluded its season 2010/2011 by a show jumping
competition at Al Rahba Farm in the Wilayat of Barka under the auspices of H.E Abdullah
bin Mohammed bin Said Al Saidi Minister of Legal Affairs. Around 70 horses from various
military cavalry units, private Stables, citizens and expatriates took part in the four category
competition namely beginners, D, C and B.

Honoring and distribution of prizes
Atthe end of the event, H.E Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Said Al Saidi Minister of Legal Affairs distributed
prizes to toppers in the various competitions. He also honored the International show jumping designer
Hamoud bin Sultan Al Toogi. After that, a commemorative gift was presented to the Chief Guest by
Mohammed bin Elias Al Balushi Head of the Temporary Committee in charge of OEF’s affairs.
The ‘Beginner’ Category

The competition started at 2:30 pm by beginner category contest with the participation of 28 horses. Rider
Saif bin Salem Al Khatri from Police Cavalry unit with the horse "Amuag” achieved the first place scoring
no penalty points in 60,37 seconds. The second place was won by rider Abdullah bin Salem Al Habsi from
Police Cavalry unit on the horse “Za franah" achieving no penalty points with a time of 62.05 seconds
while rider Mediyan bin Said Al Yusufi from the Royal Cavalry with the horse "Al Sa'd" came third in the
contest without any penalty points in 64.57 seconds.

Statement

The Chief Guest said that the event was a great opportunity to attend and enjoy the show jumping
competitions, commending the good levels achieved by equestrian sport in the Sultanate and
thanking to the continuous support from His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said. He also thanked OEF
for the kind invitation and wished success to all the horsemen and those concerned with this sport.

Category (D)

Then, the category D competition was held with the participation of 25 horses. The first place was won by
rider Maged bin Hamad Al Hasani on the horse “Gob de foder” from Al Qurum Equestrian School scoring
no penalty points with a time of 44,13 seconds while rider His Highness Sayyed Ali bin Ghaleb Al Said on
the horse “Al Mutaz” from Al Said Stable came second achieving no penalty points in 47.29 seconds. The
third place was won by rider Faisal bin Hamad Al Shargi on the horse "As-Samood” from Police Cavalry
Unit without any penalty points in 49.49 seconds.

Category (C)

Around 13 horses took part in Category (C) competition. Rider Hamoud bin Sultan Al Toogi with the horse

“Victor’ from Sultan Al Toogi Stable achieved the first place in the contest scoring no penalty points in

70.63 seconds. The second place was won by rider Bassam bin Nasser Al Gabshi with the horse "Sahwa’

from Police Cavalry Unit with 8 penalty points in 61.06 seconds while rider Sultan bin Hamoud Al Toogs

with the horse “Remember Uncle” from Sultan Al Tooqgi Stable achieved the third place with 8 penalty
f": points in 63.21 seconds.
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The honoring of those excelled in the field includes support and care by providing them with state of art
tools and equipments, developing craft communities and providing craftsmen with raw materials and
craft production requirements. The craft support contributes to the development of the craft sector and
creates a base for productive craftsmen armed with innovation and excellence.

PACI adopts apparent scientific criteria for craft supporl mechanisms in various governorates and
regions of the Sultanate that aim to contribute to the community development. The craft support also
raises the craft production efficiency and improves the quality of craft industries. PACI is keen to provide
latest technological equipments as one of the faces of craft support to develop craft industries and
promote craft innovation and creativity

It also seeks through its integrated support for craftsmen to achieve a number of aims. top of which
is the creation of an excellent craft environment capable of production and achieving growth rates for
the craft sector thal keep abreast with the requirements of sustainable development in addition o the
development of crafl industries laking inte account the local features and touches and expansion of craft
choices by encouraging Omani youth to work in the crafl sector. PAC] also endeavors to intensify all
efforls and capabililies to enable craftsmen to enhance craft industries production. It is also keen that
its support and care cover all craftsmen in the Sultanate by giving priority to those enlisted in its craft
database and registered in the craftsman register

From their side, distinguished craftsmen who benefited from the craft support expressed their delight
“In fact | am very happy because of the craft support, given to me which helped me in acquiring the skills
of the craft work,” said Artisan Mubarek bin Khatem Al Abrawi. He also said: "Craft support enhances
among artisans crealivity and encourages them to produce innovative crafl industries”. He added
"PACI s pioneering initiatives contributed to the craft heritage preservalion and promaote crafl industries
through the implementation of continuous projects that encourage craft innovation”

Artisan Sayeeda bint Saleem Al Amri also said that since the dawn of the Blessed Renaissance, being
led by His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said the craft industries had been given much attention and care
adding that PACI had supporied them in all aspects of craft work

Shamis bin Ali Al Katri said: “The support affirms PACI s efforls to prese
and develop them. This > refl ¢ the featur

It is worth mentioning that PAC! seeks to develop and preserve craft industries through its
programmes. Craft supports the initiati podies and these exerted effo in the field. P
slates these aims through the impleme of various p
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er Excellency Shaikha Aisha bint Khalfan Al Siyabiyah, Chairperson of the Public Authority for Craft Industries
{F'ACJ} honored forty male and female artisans on the occasion of the Omani craftsman day which falls
annually within the context of efforts to upgrade the craft sector and preserve the craft industries.

Her Excellency stressed during the ceremony that the grants of His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said to the craft
sector through the annual support to craftsmen is one of the aspects of care given to the sector that aims to stimulate
the capabilities and creativity of Omani craftsmen for excellence in their craft production. Her Excellency also said:
“Unlimited support from His Majesty to craft industries and those working in the field expresses the feeling of pride
of the Country’s civilization and identity which is the foundation of developing its economies. The Royal generous
grants are the best incentive for us in the PACI to exert more efforts and move forward to preserve and develop the
existing craft industries”.

——
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UNDER THE THEME “OLD HERITAGE AND AMBITIOUS YOUTHS”

The Sultan Qaboos University
Cultural centre embraces Oman

Astronomy meeting 201 1

three days Oman Astronomical Society meeting 2011 under the theme “old heritage

man Astronomical Society at Sultan Qaboos University Cultural Center organized a
O.and ambitious youths”. The meeting discussed a number of topics most importantly

Astronomy applications in the Sultanate, local and school ewvents and activities, future
Astronomy projects, educational Astronomy studies and associated educational programs. The
meeting also documented and highlighted astronomy culture in the Sultanate in add:rmn'm
training courses on astronomy and photographing programs, researches and scientific studies

and Meteorology.

——

o

INITIATIVE

ldea of the meeting started by a proposal from the National Committee for education and
science for organizing a workshop or a seminar for one day that includes a group of lectures
on astronomy applications, development of astronomy in the Sultanate, ways of enhancing
those interested in it and the idea was discussed in the Association’s meetings. The idea of
national and astronomical meeting was to be an annual event and another as communication
meeting by gathering astronomers and fans who were raised, which gave chances to highlight
their creative achievements and exchanging expertise and cooperation in implementing
astronomical projects for the Sultanate along with expanding knowledge of members and
teachers using technical developments and modern discoveries.

AIM AND BBJECTIVES

From the aims of Oman Astronomical Society related to the gatherings of those interested in
Astronomy in the Sultanate was for the purpose of exchanging their knowledge in this field,
highlighting interest of Astronomy at educational establishments and expanding educational
cultural circle. Being the Society working as a communication centre for astronomical activities
within the Sultanate, the Society expressed its desire in organizing Oman Astronomical meeting.
This meeting comes to give a chance for a number of interested people with Astronomy to
get acquainted with latest technologies such as astronomical telescope and navigation and
observing devices. It was clear that diversity of society categories and its various establishments
contributed in the astronomical exhibition which was held in the sideline of the 10" astronomical
meeting at SQU and a desire of the society to develop this trend and support astronomy fans
and those interested in different educational and civil society institutions.

THE MEETING PROGRAMS

Oman Astronomical meeting is considered as an annual event guarantying lectures for
specialists and researchers as well as participation of astronomy hobbyists and displaying
various astronomical projects which were implemented during the previous months in addition
to an integrated exhibition that included a lot of students show activities, schools, students’
clubs related to Space and astronomy sciences, scientific club and various other bodies.
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Taking permission

At the beginning. a group of horse riders moved to the Chief Guest dais taking permission to state the
festival, and then the festival programs started which began with horse march, Tuhreeb Art and Rakhda
Ardha. It was included by putting horse to sleep. It also included interesting displays presented by the
jockeys of Sultan of Oman’s Armour Cavalry through wonderful shows attracting attentions of audiences.

Al Adiyat poem
The horse rider and the poet Shiekh Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Shihab Al Balushi delivered a poem
titled “Al Adiyat”.

Final portrait
Finally, all participating horses gathered in front of the main dais for the Chief Guest and audiences
forming a final portrait dressed with beauty on horse backs.

Commemorative gifts

Adam Equestrian and Horse Racing Club honoured the former Chairman of the OEF and all council
members besides it presented commemorative gifts to the Chief Guest, the Wali Office of Adam and
Adam Equestrian Club. On the other hand, the Chairman of temporary committee in charge of the
Federation Affairs presented a commemorative gift to the Chief Guest.
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raditional Horse

fter the competition of the traditional horse sports
in the Wilayat of Sur in Al Shargia region, the
Wilayat of Adam was the conclusion station of the
traditional Al Ardha horse show festival for 2010-
2011 at Adam Equestrian and Horse Racing Club
under the auspices of His Excellency Rashad bin
Ahmed Al Hinai, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Horse Affairs under with the presence of H.E.
Eng. Khalfan bin Saleh Al MNaabi, Advisor at the
Ministry of Sport Affairs, H.E. Sheikh Ali bin Nasser
Al Mahrougi, Wali of |bra, Chairman of Adam
Equestrian Club, number of Their Excellencies
members of Shura Council, Honourable members
of State Council from Al Dakhilya region, Mohamed
bin Alyas Fageer Al Balushi, head of the temporary
committee in charge of the federation affairs,
numbers of committee members in addition to the
presence of the Chairman and members of the former Federation council, a number of horse
fans, tourists and photographers. Taken part in the festival were 127 horses from different
regions and Wilayats of the Sultanate in addition to participation of jockeys of the Sultan of
Oman's Armour Cavalry. This event comes in recognition of the Oman Equestrian Federation
on the importance of participation of horse owners and breeders and horsemen and an
activation of inside tourism particularly this festival is sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism.

In the Wilayat of Adam e
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64 horses

64 horses took part in the tournament’s competition. The game consists of four periods and each team
comprises (4) players. Every player requires (4) horses. Polo is a leam sport played on horseback in
which players score by driving balls into the opposing team’s goal using a long-handled mallet in a way
similar to hockey game.

Goals

The tournament aimed to develop skills and capabilities of Polo sport players of the Royal Cavalry
through their contact with their well-experienced Argentinian counterparts which will help them to play at
international competitions in future.

Strong competition
The tournament witnessed great competition among the participating teams. Players showed enthusiasm
and keenness to benefit from the intentional participating teams.

International expertise

International expertise was represented by the participation of (4) Argentinian players in the contest to
give the Polo team of the Royal Cavalry sufficient experience through playing with experienced players
in the sport. The Argentinian Polo players included Huarsiuo who is classified internationally as (4)
category in addition to Nano Hurasiu with his (3) category. There were also Bernardo and Diego who
have great skills and experience in the sport.

Four teams

Four teams of Polo teams from the Royal Cavalry took part in the contest headed by an Argentinian
player, The first team comprised Hurasiu Labreda, Saif Al Siyabi, Yusuf Al Shizawi and Hamad Al Sinani.
The Second team consisted of Nano Labreda, Abduallah Al Balushi, Turki Al Farsi and Hamoud Al
Dugaishi. The third team included Diego Shefir, Khalil Al Balushi, Abdulkarim Al Balushi and Mazen Al
Zidjali. The fourth team comprised Bernardo Korek, Abdullah Al Aufi, Al Deeb Al Balushi and Jamil Al
Kharusi.

A show polo match was held at the final day of tournament by polo female players of the Royal Cavalry
and the game proved their skills in the Polo sport.

and the Chief Guest of the event said that they had watched an exciting game between the two teams.
He also commended the good organization of the competition and congratulated the Polo players of the
Royal Cavalry for their best performance in their various participations.
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Exciting conclusion for Polo
Tournament with international
participation

The Royal Polo Club organized polo
tournament with the participation of
polo players of the Royal Cavalry in
addition to a number of international
Argentinian players. The tournament
conclusion was Under the auspices
of H.E. Engineer Hamoud bin
Mohammed Al Mahrogi Head of the
Royal Estates at the Royal Court
affairs in the presence of Brigadier
the Commander of Royal Cavalry
and Directorate Generals of Royal
Court Affairs’ units.
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Four different rounds

The competition witnessed in its first day four
rounds namely spear tent-pegging, sword
tent-pegging, ring jousting, lemon sticking
and sword tent-pegging. The first place was
won by Hilal bin Hassan Al Balushi from
Sultan of Oman Armor’s Cavalry on the horse
“Ahlam” scoring 88 points while Waleed bin
Mohammed Al Kahali form Sultan of Oman
Armor's Cavalry came second on "Yamamh"
scoring 83.5 points. Third place was achieved
by Ali bin Saleh Al Balushi on "Gazwah" from
the Royal Cavalry scoring 82 points while
Masser bin Rashed Al Siyabi on the horse "Ad-
dahma" from Sultan of Oman Armor’'s Cavalry
won the fourth place scoring 80 points. Finally,
the fifth place was achieved by Mohammed
bin Khamis Al Siyabi from Sultan of Oman
Armor's Cavalry on "Berlin” scoring 77 points.

Exciting shows

Horsemen of Sultan of Oman Armor’s Cavalry,
Royal Cavalry and Police Cavalry unit
performed a number of marvelous and thrilling
shows topped by sword and spear Tent-
pegging shows by all teams and the Indian
tent-pegging shows.

Honoring

At the end of the event, the Chief Guest
honored ftoppers in the competition
accompanied by Mohammed bin Elias Al
Balushi head of the temporary committee in
charge of the federation affairs who presented
a commemorative gift to the Chief Guest.

The knight of season

At the conclusion ceremony, Hamoud bin
Mohammed Al Dugaishi form the Royal
Cavalry was crowned as "the Knight of the
season” after achieving the highest rate of
points during his participation in the Tent-
pegging contests this season by scoring 616

@. points.

bEJY dge a9 OMgz z14] SV padl SN EELuLl Sugd
il LYY dgzry Ll wiy bUEIY Ugerg meyl K
Oy el Wiy bl (iged mhil dgeg eyl w55
bl dszr a5 OVsz ml Ll Gelisdl agdl § Al
Guils bl dgorg Lacdl 53 bUEIY dgas gl g
Cor el Wy bVl sed mhil Asog gl w55
oY sl e (53 bl ans 33 N gl JsYI 35,4 28
GWI 55,bls ki AA gl Oles Glale Olejis LS 5o
Slesde Al Ho delodl o SISl dazme (o Ay oyl
plle n e oldll SJBg dhds Are Ay Jles (lale
zildly dldl AY =8ly dilhldl ALl o 8o e gdall
Sleyie AL be sleaddl e Wladdl Wl 9 ol _._,.;}L.i.rl
O desa oldll ualsd) 38.L1g dlads A gy Jlee Olal.
&ly Sles Olble Olejis AL o Wy e glod] pusas

.dhE vy

6o Zlsl il

ole Olaks Olejae Uiy Aslaludl DL Hluyd pud
G dlesdly daSl)l Slalheaa¥l e sus AL db S Busgg
LYY aylly Choudl iy LU 3,401 Slalmzul lesde

SVl BIENY guigll selball o)zl J

Augdill
O? hamma addly BlgW ol dl dulill ool zei plsdl §
Sl 958 ey dAISL) &85 dislll ud) (g8sLIl el
gl L,00 das plad g pud gl f"-:u__g_;.lu dlest!
.a;*ul

awgall uu)la
Sl oo et o (g peshl Lol pued plisdl g
aflie Js LAY 5o Juame el o asy gd uylall
el 3o O Lo Jlodl gueghl JMS 3ligY) ol Olisle
1 zBly dilald) Al S it ] dasme (o dges el




el

man Equestrian
Federation celebrated
the conclusion of the
Tent-pegging contests

for the season
2010/2011 atAl Rahba
Farm in the Wilayat of
Barka under the auspices of His Excellency
Engineer Khalfan bin Saleh Al Na'bi the
advisor at the Ministry of Sports Affairs. It
was also attended by Mohammed bin Elias
Al Balushi head of the temporary committee
in charge of the federation affairs, members
of the committee, a number of officials at
government equestrian bodies, equestrian
sport fans, tourists and photography lovers.
The competition witnessed wide participation
from the Sultanate's horsemen affiliated to
government equestrian bodies and private
stables. Around 45 horsemen competed to
win the final Tent-pegging championship.

It was won by Hilal bin Hassan Al Balushi

on the horse "Ahlam” from Sultan of
Oman Armor's Cavalry while Hamoud

bin Mohammed Al Dugaishi form the

Royal Cavalry grabbed the title of

‘the knight of the season’ in the Tent-
pegqging sport.




Amid international presence by those concerned with Arabian purebred horses and its accessories,
International Arabian Horse Exhibition was held at the Conference and Exhibition Hall at Dubai Waorld
Trade Centre. The Sultanate actively took part in the event through Royal Cavalry of the Royal Court
Affair's stall at the exhibition.

Royal Cavalry stall

The stall of the Royal Cavalry attracted
numerous visitors through its contents that
embodied the Royal care of His Majesty
Sultan Qaboos bin Said for Arabian
purebred horses and the Royal Cavalry
endeavor to translate this attention. The
stall included samples of Arabian purebred
horses’ accessories and omaments, and
Omani Khanjar in addition to some photos
showcasing the Royal Cavalry's various
activities and participations. A visual
presentation was also screened about the
Royal Equestrian and Camel Festival in
January 2011.

Visit

His Highne: i - of Dubai and Finance: Minister
visited the Royal C: stall at the exhibition on its first day. It also visited at the o

day by His aikh Mohammed bi hed Al Maktoom V president of the United Arab
Emirates and Ruler of Dubai. The two offic received by Brigadier Abdulrazzak bin Abdulgader
Al Shahwarsi, Commander of the Royal Cavalry

Participation

:rvices and technigues in the field of Horses and Equ ian. The event
aimed o and owners in addition to those concerned with the field especially in
the Middle

Exhibits

The exhibition was a great opportunity to build contact among people concerned with horses and
strengthen relations among themselves. It showcased various importers’ products and services. It also
included horse riding shows and lessons and equestrian art exhibitions.

Admiration

Visitors to the Royal Cavalry's stall at the exhibition expressed their admiration for what they had seen
especially European guests who were dazzled by the visual presentation about the Royal Equestrian
and Camel Festival in January 2011 which was organized by the Royal Court Affairs. They watched with
great attention and excitement the festival parts and they expressed their desire to visit the Sultanate
and attend the Annual Royal Horse Race Festival.
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The horse «Durar» of the Royal Cavalry won the gold medal in the 20" Qatar International
Contest for Arabian purebred horse beauty which was held in the Qatari capital, Doha.

Great achievement

The winning is a big achievement for the Royal Cavalry and its most significant participation
in various Arabian Purebred horse beauty contests due to strong competition from horses that
have attained international titles. However, Durar won the bet and achieved the contest.

Jnited

“Durar,” from the local breed

“Durar,” from the local breed was born in the horse breed field of the Royal Cavalry. It is
eight years old. By winning this championship, local breed horses proved their capabilities to
achieve titles and to compete in various participations.
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he endurance contests for the season 2010/
2011 were concluded through its last phase i 1.5 . .
i B which was held at the endurance village rnb f ou_Ln}LLH ORI kbl Sy IS
In an eXCItlng in the Wilayat of Barka with the participation of Caly ills ddall ALl slgi] oo (Sl dey) Olasl gov
46 horsemen. The contest was internationally wayou Al dlald) Ol gas) 29 FoskS Ae Edlool Luzdlis
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Endurance The main competition for the distance of 100 , | A : ! ¥l FashS S - 'fl'y' ""“ “’_ »
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by Ahmed bin Khamis Al Balushi and owned by iy 1
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ridden by Hilal bin Ali Al Ma mri came in the
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Al Ma'mri won the third place, Maziyona ridden by . . e : 3les¥l @3l oo S 3lea¥l ald Com dBLul) oda e SIS Sl
Mohammed bin Hamoud Al Anbouri came fourth - = : : i “ A
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achieved the fifth place. An amount of twenty thousand 3 e i ol Bl desme jeSuly Busull dumll Sl dgdy dews Al
Omani Rials was allocated by The Oman Equestrian e o o " 7y ST, o - sl 3 & el Dol ey 3)0k0 595015 eVl gkl
Association for the final endurance competitions as the = . 3 L ; - = e = i
prizes for the toppers.

ONE HORSE ENDS THE 80 KILOMETER LONG QUALIFYING RACE

The horse Rad Al Shimal or the North Thunder successfully ended the B0 kilometer long qualifying
competitions. The race is one of the qualifying contests and the Association is keen to hold to qualify
horses to take part in the international contests despite the participation of only six horses.

TEN HORSEMEMN END THE 40 KILOMETER CONTEST
Ten horsemen were able to finish the 40 kilometer long qualifying contest amidst the participation of 20

horses and horsemen.

INTERMNATIONAL SUPERVISION

Oman's final competition for endurance was under international supervision after having international
recognition as One Star Category. Specialists from the International Federation came to the Sultanate to
supervise the contest. At the end of the event, Oman Equestrian Association honored the International
Federation teams that included Muftah Al Harasi Senior Supervisor from the Equestrian Federation at
the United Arab Emirates, Dr. Mohammed Shafi the Veterinarian, Dr. Halfred Chairman of the veterinary
committee of the competition.
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he Omani Equestrian celebrated the
end of Eventing for the season 2010/
2011 which was held in Al-Rahbah
Farm in Barka. The competition
started amid the motivation of
the riders at eight o'clock in the
morning and the competition included three
riding sports: horses literature (Aldirisag) and
show-jumping cross country horses where
the Knight performs all of these sports on
the same horse then combines the results
in the three competitions in order to reach
the general classification of the competition.

17 HORSES
For the first time since the revival of this sport
four years ago, the numbers of the participating
horses in the Contest are 17 horses from
various units of the government organizations
and special stables were culminated. The first
place was for the Knight Sayyid Ali bin Ghalib
Al Said on the horse Moataz from Al-Said
stables who got the title of the season for the
second time. In the second place came Knight
Said bin Khamis Almtani on Al-Azhar horse
from the Royal Guard of oman cavalry and the
third place was achieved by Knight Abdullah
bin Salim Al Habsi on Besat Alreeh horse from
Mounted Police. The fourth place was for the

Knight Khaled Hammoud on Aneesa horse ==

from the Mounted Police. Finally, the fifth place
went to the Knight Bassam Nasser bin Algabshi
on Tanov horse from the Mounted Police Unit.

CHAMPIONS CROWNED

Atthe end of the competition, Air Officer, Hamad
bin Salim Al Balushi member of the Interim
Committee in charge of the administration
of the Omani Equestrian was crowned the
first places and honored the heroes of the
competition.
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Successful conclusion of The Dressage Final compelitions at Al Rahba was
held at Al Rahba farm with the participation of 29 horses for beginner category,
5 horses for open calegory from Royal Cavalry, Police unit Cavalry, Sultan of
Oman's Armour Cavalry and Royal Guard of Oman Cavalry. The evenl witnessed
a tough competition between the horsemen. The horse arl sport IS considered
as one of the distinguished sports through which horsemen displays their skills
and capabilities with horse by giving it orders in movements in such a way thal
the horse responds to them in a perfect way. Il is also considered as one of the
Olympic sports practiced largely in countries w are interested in equesltrian sporl.

BEGIMNN
In th -
hors ar from i . L IMer

Unit ca in third plac fic went to Yasser Al Ajmi

OPEN CATECGOIRY
First place was achieved by the horseman QOmar Al Hajri while the second place was won by Abdullah Al

Habsi from R OV 1 Cavalr v Unit and the third place was worn | 1y Sultan Al Balushi from Eoyal Cavalry Unit
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The Sultanate is one of
important areas for breeding
the sooty black Falcon
(Alskhami), according to a study
conducted in Oman in 1978. The
results have been published in the
Journal of Omani studies in 1979.
It acquired this name (Alskhami)
the sooty black from the gray
harmonious feathers when he
grows up and that color is similar
to soot remaining after fire or
also known as coal. These birds
are small in size with a weight of
less than 300 grams and with
very long wings that granted them
with speed and enable them to
maneuver required to caich their
preys like flying insects and small
birds. The sooty black Falcon
(Alskhami) is interesting, unlike
most other hawks because he
nests in the hot summer instead
of spring and shares this feature
with the lleanora phoenix only.
The sooty black Falcon Alskhami
do that in order to be able to catch
and feed their growth young birds
from the small migrating birds in
late summer and early autumn.
The sooty black Falcon is one of
the migratory birds which spend
summer in Iran, and spend winter
in Africa.

After a long journey over land to
the south coast of lran trip; the
Songbird makes a cumbersome
journey across the Gulf of Oman.
It is a very difficult journey over the
water where there are no places
except oll tankers that may stop
from time to time and rest on them
and you can see the songbirds after
a trip extended for 200 km over the
Gulf for the first time the scene of
the north coast of Oman. Because
the goal is in front of them and until
the coast seems visible, you will
be surprised with the attack from
many of the sooty black hawks
that live on the Alfahil Island where
many of them catch fish to feed

-Oitself and their young birds.
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nder the title (heritage and

culture celebrations), Muscat

Festival 2011 began with its

wonderful conditions and of

many cultural and beautiful
heritage events, including the Heritage
Village, which showed us during the festival
days many Omani customs and traditions
from the various Wilayat of the Sultanate as
well as multi professions exerted by Omanis
since several decades to remain witness of
development march in the country. Whoever
sees it recognizes the range of the fight and
diligence that has been made in order to
achieve the goals and objectives that we look
forward to the day and enjoyed by people.
Furthermore, the Heritage Village included
many historic buildings that reflect the Omani
Environment with its beautiful details and
features. About 23 Associations of various
Wilayats of Oman have participated in the
competition and made a pompous diverse
performance. Culminating in first place was
the Wilayat of Sohar and the second winner
was Mirbat and the third place was awarded
to Barka. A number of associations also
received mastery Award like Assembly of
Shinas, Nizwa and Khabourah, and Khasab
which competed in heritage conditions and
popular traditions of arts and customs,
traditional songs and cuisine throughout the

75 days of Muscat Festival 2011.
[

Omani Arts

The traditional village included a number of
daily traditional Omani Arts during the festival
that warbled around the village in a sign of how
much Omanis concern about these arts as
their integral part of their daily lives. Some of
these include the traditional Omani Alrzha, Azi,
Abu-Zlafm , Alchhach , Almedan and Alliouah
arts and other ftraditional Omani fine arts.

Omanioccupationand manufacturing
A number of Omani professions were presented
and dispersed throughout the village that Omani
practiced. Through these professions fathers
and grandfathers were able to earn a living
source of livelihood. Between these occupations
and Omani industries in Oman for men, which
included the women's industry: Alhabool,
Hajammah, salt extraction, orthopedic fractures,
Al'zajrah, sugar mill, Manjor and Telly industry,
stitching Omani komah (hat), Aldobaih industry
and the manufacturing of mats, Palm-Fiber
and summering seeds, milling sugar cane. Also
practicing of Saviat and silverware industries,
pottery and other profession industries which they
are proud of manufacturing.

Omani-Food

Visitor of the Heritage Village can distinguish
the aroma of delicious food available in every
corner of the village through the traditional Omani
kitchen that tempts the fans for the food of its
ariginal taste, particularly the Omani sweets and
bread such as Alrekhall, Alreqaq, golden delicious
Lugaimat, Aldnju, Albagl and other meals which
attract foreigners and visitors for its taste and to
gain relish. In addition, this will make them to visit
Muscat Festival again just to enjoy the taste of
the food. The Omani kilchen not only consists
of bread and sweets but there are many other
famous and popular Omani meals, such as Mash
(Alhareys), Althareed, Alpagla, Alnekhe (boiled
chickpeas), etc.
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| Ashkar known as Calotropis
Procera is one of the well-
known plants in the Sultanate

of Oman. It spreads out the dry valleys’

shores and barely exists on the coastal

dunes. This type of plant favars the dry
areas with little rain and could die if
watered a lot or if rain gathered around
its parts of growth. Like any other spe-
cial plant. Al Ashkar has extinctive fea-
tures. For instance it is well known for
its beautiful Aowers that are green from
inside and purple from out side. The
leaves are big. green and wide. Some
of the trees height could reach 5m as
it is long-lived evergreen plant. More-
over. it has woody frangible branches
with purple bark. All of its parts have
ample milky latex.

The Chemical Combination in Al
Ashkar Plant:

[t contains Candiac glycosidesm im-
portant of which are O-glycosides, 2-
C-glvcosides, kalozobaganin, klaktin
and kaloto that contains madarain, ji-
jafteen, ratinjic materials and Alkaloid
such as forushareen, as well as bitter
combinations. As for the milky latex,
it contains Katshok. tarbzeen, fawbita,
kalotreeol and brotiyvo klastic inseam
which is same as babeen inseam. The
layer contains jijantol and izojijanitool.
As for Al Ashkar fruits, they are fol-
licle and big with purple color, looking
like a tree called Al Manka. They tend
to be in faded green color. The seeds
are white covered with white smooth
silky hair which has long glittering
silky fibers connected with seeds from
its tipped side. The used parts of the
plant are the layers, leaves, flowers and
milky latex.

Another instinctive feature of this amazing plant is that it has strong w
silky fibers that are somehow similar to linen fibers. These fibers are spe
in the sense that they are very strong fibers with ability to resist fresh and
water. As matter of fact, they are used in making threads for clothes, carg
and fishing nets as well as birds catching nets. As for the coil produced fi
burning them, they can be helpful in producing gunpowder.

According to research done by Al Shorbaji, herbal medicine specialist,
said that *it is used as Laxative, Anthelmintic, medicine for ulcers and Ut

retention, as well as expectorant for phlegm. Also, it can be used for stom
ace by putting heated leaves on the tummy. Moreover, its flowers are used
asthma, chapeau of appetite and for Chlorella treatment in India. As for
milky latex, it is good for pimples”™.

As for Mr. Ageel and his colleagues in KSA agreed upon the |
mense uses of this plant as follows:

- Its flowers are important for asthma treatment and help Digestion.

- The milky latex is used as a strong purgative and in Prescription for a
pain romatizum as well as Cough Bronchitis.

- The root layer is used for removing phlegm, Emetics and anti dysentery
- Its leaves can cure headache and joint pain.

The Traditional Medical Uses
of the Plant:

Hundreds of vears ago, Al Ashkar
was used in medical prescription
as it was mentioned in the ancient
Egyptian medicine. Many famous
Islamic and foreign medicinal
herb specialists mentioned it in
their prescriptions as the follow-
ing paragraphs show. For exam-
ple. it was pointed out in Herst's
papyrus as a prescription for vas-
cular in which a combination of
Al Ashkar and wheat flour were
grinded together and placed on
the wound,

Also the Al Ushar (the second
name of Al Ashkar) was stated in
the ancient Arab medicine. For
instance, Al Turkomani (694H)
in his book called “Al Ma tmd fi
Ala’douiah Al Mirdah™ said that
Al Ashkar is medically effective
plant, its sugar is useful for liver,
stomach, kidneys, as well as blad-
der. Moreover. it can cure eye
cataract and make the eve sight
sharper, On the other hand. its
milk could be very hazardous for
liver and lung.

Another Islamic medic called
Dawwod Al Antaki said that cook-
ing Al Ashkar in the oil could help
recovering from Hemiplegia and
convulsions as well as numbness,
Its milk can reduce the warls.
hemorrhoids and favus, as well as
getting rid of bugs by its smoke
after burning it,

Above all, Dastoor who is an Indi-
an medic said that different parts
of the plant are economically im-
portant. For instance. its milky
latex contains inseam Eupeptic of
protein that looks like Pepsin. In
India the milk is used for produc-
ing yeast called “Gala’ee™. Also
another non toxic drink can be
made from it called “baar™.

Above all, it was found that using the powder of its burned
leaves mixed with honey can be good for asthma and cough
treatments. According to Mr. Miller the milky latex can blow
up the pimples and be used for Dermatological discases.
However, the excessive use of milk may be dangerous for
it may cause debridement. The Ashkar plant is considered
poisonous especially the milky latex but it is economically
advantageous. Although it grows widely across the world and
resists drought, it was abundant. Recently it is traded on in
different fields such as the silky fibers. This is why it is grown
on thousands of acres in West Indies and Latin America.
Translated by: Ameera Bosal Al Balushi
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Allah the Almighty s ‘And his wife the carrier of firewood (4) shall have a rope of
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The first train in Oman, Al Hoota Cave’s train takes you from the visitor's cen_tre to the main entrance
of the cave, a journey of about 4 minutes of an unforgettable ride by the dazzling nlatlure of Oman. The
train was built in Austria by a group of professional Austrians who were kegn to tgrn itintoa c:om_fc:rtable
passenger-room. The capacity of the train is 25 to 36 passengers. The nultmde skl_n of the wagon is made
of metal that allows good ventilation. The train has a modern design with relaxing summer-wagons to
accommodate passengers with the outdoor ride experience.,

Lending a holiday experience to the cave visit, a visitor centr_e avails ylou with a_ll the necessary tou_rs_srn
facilities you require. Starting with parking your car or coach in a spacious parking. Reaching the visitor
center, enjoying a nice lunch or dinner in Al Hoota Lebanese and international restauran_{. gqoﬁng arn_ulnd
the souvenir shop, enriching your knowledge in our Natural History Museum, and relaxing in the waiting
area while watching a documentary film about Oman, caves in Oman, and Al Hoota Cave.

Geological Exhibition
A museum for Natural History is planned on the oor of the visitor centre. Educational interactive
materials are set to enhance visitors’ experiences: time mathine, sound & light shows, displays besides
that the show-cave was specially designed for additional learning™fer.both kids and adults. Latest
interactive technologies are set to enhance their experience.

The Most Inferesting Facts
The Cave homes a fragile underground ecosystem. The main cave features an underground lake with
natural ventilation, resulting in the phenomenon whereby blind, transparent fish thrive in large shoals

Found only in these catchments of water, these fish feed on organic nourishment carried in by the rain
water.

The Cave Working hours
The visitor to the cave should coordinate in advance by booking prior to the visit. The cave is opened
from: Saturday to Thursday: from 8@ am— 1 pm and 2 pm - 6 pm. Friday: from9am—1pmand 2 pm-6

pm. It is closed on Mondays only but is opened for groups with prior reservations. The cave is closed
during the months of July and August.




—_——y

| Hoota Cave is located at the foot of Jabal Shams,
in the vicinity of the Tanuf Valley in Al Hamra district
It is more than 5km long traversed by Underground
River. Al Hoota Cave is situated in the vicinity of
the ancient silversmith town Nizwa and the world's

heritage site in Bahla. It is one of the largest cave
systems in the world and was opened to the public in 2006 for
the first time. In October 2007 the exhibition in the visitor centre

opened its gates, imparting knowledge about local geology and the
formation of Al Hoota Cave.
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NAVIGATIONAL SKILLS
On the skills of Ship's Captain, Nokhitha Abdullah Al

Qasimi said that they use ‘Nayla’ at the sea which is
known as a map and there with us the stars in the form of
so-called (Depeche Mode) and the number of stars within
32 stars and the names of stars repeated except the four
directions, north-called wealth and the south is called the
pole and the Middle-called familiar and the West called
sundown and the stars are as follows: Gah Pherkad casket
camel Alaiouk Allowadja ichthyosis chandelier Sundown
Walnut Walter blunt Scorpio donkeys Suhail Alsenbar
pole, and we could use Nayla and Deira inference to

identify the four trends, our knowledge in the sea and the
distance that distract us from the country going but the sea trips were not easy as they seem to some.

DIVINE PROVIDENCE

For the difficult situations faced by him he said: “| remember that incident very well and | cannot forget,
when | was heading to Dubai with my boat loaded with goods which was a crop of Omani lemon
and when | arrived to Wilayat of Khasab the engine broke down and | faced strong and powerful
winds hit the sea strongly and the depth of the sea was very deep, so we could not drop anchor
of the ship and lost control of it completely. Then, the wind took us strongly towards the mountain.
We came to a conclusion that it was our end when the ship hit the mountain, after many attempts
we were able to link the ropes of the ship in fisheries developed by the people of the area which
are called (Aldobaja) until we were able to install the ship and stop it in its place after we could
control it. Then, came the people of Khasab in their vessels and helped us 1o enter the ship safely.”

FATH ALKHAIR MEMORIES
Some memories of Captain (Nokhitha) Abdullah Al Qassimi, with a ship called Fath Alkhair said:

Fath Alkhair was the first ship | sailed by in the sea during my childhood. | learned on its board a lot
of things and that was my first navy school. My deceased grandfather and father were my teachers.
This ship was operating by engine (machine) and | remember that once we loaded it with 700 bags
of Omani dates from Seeb after it was brought from Samail and we headed to Aden in the seasonal
cycle. Goodness was part of Fath Alkhair ship which was one of the largest ships of her time.”

(Our coming conversation will be about Fath Alkhair ship: the secret behind its name, specifications,
and the story of its sale and its return back to its home, Wilayat Sur. Stay with us).
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- The Ship C
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| GOOD START
He said: | started learning to be a Captain from my father and grandfather -may Allah have mercy on them-

Oman is famous for marketing dates, kingﬁsh
and salted shark to India and Africa.

Since ancient times Omani navigators have achieved a good
reputation and a historical fame because of its location between the
exit of the Arabian Gulf and the entrance to the Sea of India, the
greatest, on the main trade route leading west to the east coast of
Africa and east to India, Malaysia and China. Given the difficulty of
communication by land in surrounding areas such as Bahrain and
Hadramout, Omanis therefore had looked towards the sea, had
sought to obtain a living so they sailed into the sea in pursuit of
trade with neighboring countries. Omani sailors are in the forefront
of the pioneers of the seas and oceans since historical times and
they were among the first ancient people that have been used mast
and sail, so it is not surprising that the ancient Sumerian sources
describe the people of Oman as a pioneer of Maritime Mavigation.
The Sumerians called Oman as Majan four thousand years ago and
the name of Omani people were mentioned as shipbuilders in Shelgy
reign in 2050 BC. Moreover, ancient historical sources indicate that
the Omanis with the end of the 3™ Century BC has possessed the
greatest fleet after Cordoba and was an effective means in the
transfer of civilization of Port of Babylon, and Soma to India and
Persia. The people of eastern region are still practicing the job of
ship Captain. Assayel will meet Abdullah bin Ali bin Said Al-Qasimi
who is 64 years old. Our conversation with him was interesting and
the fun was not possible to lose the chance to talk to him for his
interesting stories of the sea and its buried secrets and the fatigue of
travel and intensity as he acquired the skill of the masters of the sea
from his father and grandparents.

\ \

when | was young, almost ten years old, | used to travel accompanied by the fact that my grandiather
owned a ship Aghannjp called open good the manufacture here in the picture, and is now in the museum

of maritime jurisdiction, was my love of the sea and Ahgi him is the source of my insistence on learning
about the leadership of ships and to engage in high seas and the oceans even become one ofthe Alnoakzp
Sur to travel to many countries of the world to trade in various commodities and the first trip for me was
to Bahrain and on to Basra, where we sold wood which we brought from Africa and took it to lrag with
Alzahidi and went to India for delivery to the dealers and to buy oil termagant and clothing, sugar, rice, tea,
etc. and came back to the land of our country. This trip stayed in my memory even today because it was
my first trip, which immortalized in the depths of my mind and | will mention it with all its beautiful details.”

Interviewed in Sur by: Hamoud bin Salim Al Riyami

SEASONMNAL CYCLE

Captain Abdullah Al-Qasimi said: “There is a free seasonal cycle that we adopt each year. When the
season starts, ships travel from here on the first of August, heading towards the Gulf ccﬁntripq like
Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, Iraq and Iran loaded with wood and we sell it to these countries. This wugd we
have brought from Africa during our return trip to the homeland. We also buy and load dates from Iraq or
Iran according to the selection of the ship»s captain in our voyage to Oman or the city of Aden, Yemen
or Eerbgra Somalia, and we sell it there. Other ships loaded with Alzahidi dates from Iraq we traﬁsf;rmd
it to India and Bombay precisely where ships bring from India (Alkopril): covers such as cement used utc-
protect the buildings from rain. These ships transported (Alkopri) to Africa and bring back wood frr::n-'ll the
S?n‘lboranjp_ to homeland, Ships destined for the city of Aden which are loaded with dates from Iraq or Iran
brrng on their way to the homeland many goods and spices like salt, coffee and oil termagant, which are
sc-!d in Oman with the exception of sailt because the salt fetched from Yemen remains in the srl*n'p and the
sailors go to Dugm and Masirah in order to buy kingfish and shark to be salted and which is saved in the
store of the ship. Then they sailed to Kenya, Mombassa or the island of Zanzibar in order to ::nmmerc;ializp;
and thle shigs bring back to the homeland wood from the Mgomini or region of Semboranjp. After ihalﬂ
?he shlp_s sail back to home in Sur in May and wood is unloaded .Cleaning and maintenance of the ship;
is done in preparation to start a new journey in the coming season. Moreover, sailors are régisteréd for
the next journey during the month of August, and thus remain constant maritime session {Dngcing]-.“

BIG BUSINESS

Gaptain_ ;_!nbdull_ah ﬂi-Dasimi added: "There are other medium-sized ships called Asambouk that go to
Mumbai in India, loaded with salted kingfish and shark and some dried dates from Oman and on their

way back } ing rice, s i : : .
Gcfnb;r_" to Oman bring rice, sugar, oil termagant, tea and clothing for women during the month of
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n July 2006, the World Heritage Committee
classified five Omani falajes in its list.
This is recognition from the committee
to believe in the global status and
significance of this unique system created
by Omanis two thousands years ago. The falaj
system is considered as the oldest irrigation
method in the area and used as the main
source of irrigation in Oman till now. Moreover,
Many Omani cities and villages depend on it.
Here are these unigue extraordinary falajes
that deserve to be in the list.

Daris Falagj

It is one of the Dawodian' famous falajes in
Oman and the biggest in Al Dakhliya region. It
has big streams and two tributaries. The big
tributary is 1700m long and 17.5m deep. The
second one is called small tributary which is
1900m long and 16m deep due to its lack of
water flow. These two tributaries meet at a
point called confluence which is located in the
Wadi Abyadh (white). Moreover, they are the
main water feeder of the falaj of 7990m long.
The main wadi feeders of Daris Falaj are Wadi
Abyadh, Al Hijri Wadi, Al Musala, Kummah
and Al Suhariya.

Al khotmeen Falaj
It is a Dawodian falaj in Al Dakhliya region
and it is 2450m long and 17.5m deep. One of
its unique features is that it doesn't have any
tributaries. Regarding the wadi feeders of the
falaj are Al Ma'aidin Wadi that streams from
the top of Jabal Al Akhdar crossing the entire
village around the agriculture areas in a circle
chain. What is really extraordinary about this
falaj is the way its water is divided equally
into three channels. For instance, if you throw
three balls in the falaj before the dividing point,
you would see that each ball goes in each
channel. This conveys the genius engineering
design of the falaj.

Al Malki Faloj

One of the oldest and longest Dawodian Falaj

_in Azki located in Al Dhakliya region. The falaj

is named after Malik Bin Fahad Al Azdié, It is

the largest Omani falaj in terms of its tributary Bt
number that is 17 tributaries. The total length § ""'F

of its tributaries is 1487m. Most of its channels .

are covered and go under the ground in

different depths without being dangerous for
visitors due to its good maintenance. As forits =% =

uncovered channels, they are not deep and g!—_--:
at the same time visible. Therefore, it doesn’t £
expose any danger. However, as a precaution, I
the Ministry of Tourism has put guiding and _
introduction signs of the channel routes and

sites. .

Al Maysar Falaj

It is one of the deepest falaj located in Rustaq
with 50m deep below the ground level. rs
one of the important falajes in Rustaq with big =
flows. Its head (spring) begins from a place
called "Al Ghodadiya” near to Wadi Bani Oaf
where the main head depth reaches 50m.
The total length of its channels is 5783m.
There are five tributaries such as Wadi Al &
Saan, Al Halaah, Al Qarn, Al Mansoor and |
Wadi Al Koor. The main feature of this falaj =
is that it flows largely since it is fed from two
different wadis that have Aquifers of Sediment. |
Moreover, the water in this falaj is pure and its
flow is consistent. However, it sometimes gels
affected by the flow of Wadi Al Fara and Wadi
Al Saan.

Al Jiloh Falaj
It is a type of Falajes called Al Ai'niya® located

in the mountainous village of Al Jilah in Sur.
It feeds from Wadi Shab of 161m long being
the main water source in the village. It is an
uncovered channel starts from the wellhead
and ends in water gathering pool. The falaj
channel is adjacent to high mountains. It
streams from impermeable rocks of limestone
so the water is pure. It flows consistently
during the year. Moreover, it does not get
affected by ups and downs of ground water
level.
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Omanis had influenced African languages, thoughts and traditions.
Thus, if you tour Pemba Island or as known by Omanis ‘Al Jazeera Al
Khadra' (the green island), adjacent to Unguja Island you will notice this
clearly. If you are walking through the islands' districts you would feel
as if you are in Nizwa or Al Game'a district in the Wilayat of Adam or

. even walking through date palm farms in Surur in the Wilayat of Samail

or any other Omani old village. There is no difference! Omani date
palms are replaced here by coconut palms, lemon trees replaced by
clove and cardamom trees while mango trees are present with their old
aroma and taste.

In the islands’ districts, women with their Omani Arab baggy costume
walk through its districts doing their daily works. Girls go to schools,
institutes and colleges while mothers and grandmothers stay home to
diligently assist men to seek livelihood and preserve the family’s entity.

In my recent visit to the island, | went through a long road to Makwani
passing through jungles from which the odor of clove dewy flowers
emanates from a distance. Makwani is a coastal city and ancient
seaport which received thousands of travelers from Oman and Yemen.
We were accompanied during the journey by continued rain showers
and by the shade of the coconut palm and mango trees on both sides of
the road taking care of passerby’'s coming from and to scattered cities
and villages. Omanis here are part of the community fabric and there is
no difference between them and natives.

A 70 year old woman carrying a small fabric bag was walking tirelessly
through the road, she stopped us and we stopped our car for her and
my companion talked to her in Swahili language which | do not speak.
It did not take long before she got into the car with us. | asked my friend
about her. He said, I know this lady, she is a mother of a number of
notables some of them are in Oman and others in Zanzibar, Pemba and
Dar As-Salam. She is now going to visit her sick Omani friend in the
neighboring village".

| tried to talk to her and started a dialogue, but she knew just few words
of Arabic Language. She was born in ‘Al Jazeera Al Khadra’ which was
also the birthplace of her father and grandfather in the past. If we listen to
the dialogue we would notice that a lot of words and terms are borrowed
from Arabic Language which became a part of Swahili Language.
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